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VACCINE:

Continued from 1A

against vaccine-preventable
diseases such as whooping
cough and measles.”

But the decline in vacci-
nations has coincided with
outbreaks of vaccine-pre-
ventable disease. More than
a dozen students in Lane
County, including two at
the University of Oregon in
Eugene, contracted whoop-
ing cough earlier this spring,
according to media reports.
In December, about a dozen
cases of the disease were
reported at schools in Clark
County, Washington, across

the Columbia River from
Portland.

The Oregon law requires
parents who seek a nonmed-
ical exemption to receive
education about the risks
of foregoing immunization
from one of two sources.
They can opt to submit doc-
umentation that they have
watched an educational
video on the health author-
ity’s website or have con-
sulted with a healthcare pro-
vider. About 95 percent of
parents choose to provide
documentation of watching
the online video, de Assis
Matthews said.

“That is not to say par-
ents aren’t talking to health
care providers,” she said.
“Anecdotally, we are hear-
ing from healthcare provid-
ers that they do have dis-
cussions with parents and if
parents are still wanting to
claim an exemption, the pro-
viders ask them to watch the
online video.”

Parents are not required
to give a reason for their
objection to immunizations.

The anti-vaccination
movement dates back to
1998 when a reputable med-
ical journal, The Lancet,
published a study by British

physician Andrew Wakefield
who claimed there might be
a link between the measles,
mumps and rubella vaccina-
tion and autism, though the
study was subsequently and
overwhelmingly debunked
by the vast majority of
researchers, according to a
2013 history by the Colum-
bia Journalism Review.
Rates of autism continue
to rise every year. The most
recent data from the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention showed the devel-
opment disorder affects one
out of every 59 children in
a count of 11 communities

across the United States.

The scare over vaccina-
tions started gain momen-
tum in 1999 when the Fed-
eral Drug Administration
found that there was no evi-
dence that thimerosal in
vaccines was harmful but
as a precaution, recom-
mended removing the ingre-
dient from vaccines given to
infants.

The panic intensified in
2000 when former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
and his wife declined to
disclose whether their son,
Leo, had been immunized,
according to the Columbia

“That is not fo say parents aren’t talking to health care providers,”

— Stacy de Assis Matthews, immunization law coordinator for the health authority’s Oregon Immunization Program

Parents not required to give a reason for objecting to immunization

Journalism Review. Years
later, the couple said he had,
in fact, been vaccinated on
schedule, the CJR reported.

Subsequent studies
by the CDC have found
no evidence to support a
link between vaccines and
autism.

In 2015, Oregon Sen.
Elizabeth Steiner Hayward,
D-Beaverton, proposed a
law to eliminate philosoph-
ical exemptions to man-
datory vaccines, but she
later withdrew the legisla-
tion after hearing opposition
from both Democrats and
Republicans.

LITERACY: Summer readers ready for some fun
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about the opportunity to read
new books,” she said.

Two other groups in the
Language Arts class are
working on other literacy
projects, Lougee said. One
group created a commu-
nity book club, which she
said will eventually become
a service and literacy club.
Their first book is “The Edu-
cation of Margo Sanchez,”
by Lilliam Rivera. The other
group is hosting a book fair
at McNary Heights Elemen-
tary School on Thursday,
where high schoolers will
get to spend time with the
younger students and give
them each a book to take
home.

“A big issue with low-in-
come communities is access
to print,” Lougee said.
“They don’t have space or
money to take home books.
So we’re trying to provide
ways for people in the com-
munity to just have access to
text.”

Hermiston

The Hermiston Library
will offer its annual summer
reading program, for chil-
dren, teens and adults. The

program, called “Librar-
ies Rock,” runs from June
11 to July 26, and children
are expected to read (or, if
they’re younger than second
grade, have read to them) 30
picture books of their choice,
or five chapter books. Kids
in third through fifth grade
can read five chapter books
of their choice. Each week,
kids can turn in their reading
log to win a prize.
Additionally, there are
activities each week, includ-
ing movies, scavenger hunts,
art projects, and “Summer of
Scales,” where kids can get
a look at reptiles and other
exotic animals with animal
expert Corbin Maxey.
Hermiston Library Assis-
tant Angie Villegas said
there are summer read-
ing programs for teens and
adults as well. Teens have
to commit to reading a cer-
tain number of pages, and
come to at least eight dif-
ferent activities throughout
the summer. Activities for
teens include trivia, karaoke,
music Jeopardy, an escape
room, and a book club.
Villegas said last year, the
summer reading program
had about 350 children par-
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ticipate, as well as 75 teens
and 50 adults.

“We’ve remained
steady,” she said. “It’s a
family activity, and it gives
them the opportunity to do
something fun, and get away
from the craziness. Hope-
fully they can get away from
technology for a while.”

Visit the library at 235 E.
Gladys Ave., Hermiston, for
more details.

Pendleton

Pendleton’s all-ages sum-
mer reading program runs
from June 11 to August 11.
Kids and teens can turn in
their reading logs, which
track every time they read
30 minutes, at the end of
the summer for a free book.
Adults can record each book
they read, and be entered
into a drawing for a prize.

Jennifer Costley, the
assistant library director,
said enthusiasm is usually
high for reading programs
at the beginning of the sum-
mer. Though the return rate
of reading logs tend to drop,
she said many people just
enjoy an excuse to get out
and do something different.

“During the summer, my
shelves are bare,” she said.
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“I think it’s because there’s
no more required reading,
so they really are reading for
fun.”

Costley said there will be
events at the library through-
out the summer, including,
as in Hermiston, the reptile
show, and a party of some
kind each month, including
a lawn party in July. For a
complete list of activities,
visit the library at 502 S.W.
Dorion Ave., Pendleton, or
visit their Facebook page.

For those looking to con-
tribute to the shelves with
their own work, local author
Bette Husted suggested the
First Draft Writers Series
in Pendleton, which meets
the third Thursday of each
month, and features the
work of local and regional
authors.

Husted herself will head-
line June’s session, read-
ing from her new book, “All
Coyote’s Children.”

The event also has an
open mic section, which
allows those in attendance
to share their own work. The
June event will take place at
7 p.m. at the Pendleton Cen-
ter for the Arts, 214 N. Main
St., Pendleton.

Continued from 1A

She was also involved
in moving the -culinary
program from the high
school’s main building to
a full commercial kitchen
at the Pendleton Tech and
Trade Center, providing
a tour of the kitchen and
classroom space when
Gov. Kate Brown visited

CULINARY: Moved program
to a full commercial kitchen

at the Trade Center

the center in April.

With increased interest
in the high school culinary
program came increased
interest in culinary careers,
and Swaggart worked to
connect kids with restau-
rant work and college culi-
nary arts programs.

Swaggart did not return
requests for comment.

JEFFERSON  CITY,
Mo. (AP) — Missouri
Gov. Eric Greitens, a
sometimes brash political
outsider whose unconven-
tional resume as a Rhodes
scholar and Navy SEAL
officer made him a ris-
ing star in the Republican
Party, resigned Tuesday
amid a widening inves-
tigation that arose from
an affair with his former
hairdresser.

The 44-year-old gov-
ernor spent almost six

Missouri governor resigns
amid widening investigations

months fighting to stay
in office after the affair
became public in January.
The probes into his con-
duct by prosecutors and
lawmakers began with
allegations stemming from
the affair and expanded to
include questions about
whether he violated cam-
paign-finance laws.
Greitens said he would
resign Friday. Those pres-
suring Greitens to step

down included many
Republicans.
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