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We need to talk 

about your driving.
Driving represents freedom and 

independence for people of all ages. Asking 

an aging parent to hand over their keys can 

be a difficult and emotional conversation, 

even when safety is the main concern.

• How do I start the conversation?

• When is the right time to bring it up?

• How will they react? 

This could be one of the most challenging 

talks you’ll have with your loved one. 

We’re here to help.

McKay Creek Estates

www.PrestigeCare.com

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Pl.
Pendleton, OR 97801 
(541) 704-7146

Visit TheyDeserveTheBest.com to learn more about transitioning 
your loved one from driver to passenger.
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By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

Oregon’s tourism industry has 

seen persistent statewide growth this 

decade, and Umatilla County is no 

exception. 

Travel Oregon released a new report 

Thursday about the tourism industry 

impact, including detailed estimates for 

each county. 

According to the report, Umatilla 

County generated $165.5 million in 

direct tourism spending in 2017, a 13 per-

cent increase from 2016 and a 3.1 percent 

increase since 2010. 

That figure also accounts for 60 

percent of the direct spending in the 

11-county Eastern Oregon region.

Other statistics showed jobs, earnings 

and tax revenue derived from tourism had 

all risen in recent years. 

A Travel Pendleton coordinator for 

four years before he became Pendleton 

Convention Center manager, Pat Beard 

said he wasn’t surprised that the fig-

ures showed growth in Umatilla County 

tourism. 

County 

tourism 

jumps  

in 2017

By GEORGE PLAVEN

EO Media Group

S
tephen Machado reaches into a clear 

plastic Ziploc bag and pulls out the 

brittle but still intact remains of a 

pine branch collected from the Umatilla 

National Forest in Eastern Oregon. The 

blackened tree limb looks and feels and lot 

like charcoal.

In fact, that’s exactly what it is.

Woody debris from the forest is 

just another raw material for making 

what is known as biochar, which can also 

be made from organic material such as 

leaves, grasses, crop residue and even 

manure.

Machado, a professor and agronomist 

with the Oregon State University Exten-

sion Service, believes biochar has a huge 

upside potential for dryland farms in the 

arid Columbia Basin.

Working at the Columbia Basin Agricul-

tural Research Center north of Pendleton,  

Machado stumbled onto biochar as part 

of his mission to make local wheat farms 

more sustainable.

Most growers in the area use a fal-

low rotation, meaning they grow a crop 

every other year and leave their fields fal-

low during the off years to build soil mois-

ture. But Machado said that system has led 

to a steady decline in soil organic matter, 

which is the foundation of crop health and 

productivity.

“Organic matter is a source of nutri-

ents for both the microbes and the crops,” 

Machado said.

Still, farmers are reluctant to give up fal-

low — especially in areas that get less than 

10 inches of rain per year. With such little 

water available, they need every drop to 

grow enough wheat to pay the bills.

BULLISH ON BIOCHAR

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Oregon State agronomist Stephen Machado has been experimenting with biochar as a way to increase crop yields in pea and 

wheat harvests at the Columbia Basin Agricultural Research Center outside of Pendleton. Biochar, charcoal produced from 

plant matter, when used as an additive can increase the moisture levels and balance pH levels in the soil. 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Biochar is created through a process 

called pyrolysis, where biomass is burned 

at extremely high temperatures with low 

levels of oxygen to avoid combustion, 

which leaves behind mostly carbon.

OSU agronomist seeks to expand trials of the charcoal substance, 

which offers the promise of water savings and soil benefits

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon’s top federal pros-

ecutor says that when it comes to can-

nabis, he wants his office to focus on 

higher-level violations that affect public 

health and safety.

U.S. Attorney for Oregon Billy Wil-

liams on Friday provided slightly more 

detailed information about the aspects 

of marijuana enforcement his office will 

prioritize now that Attorney General Jeff 

Sessions has given federal prosecutors 

wide latitude on the issue.

Cannabis is legal for adult use or 

medicinal purposes in 29 states, includ-

ing Oregon, but it remains illegal under 

federal law.

Oregon clarifies 

priorities on  

pot enforcement

Mateusz Perkowski/EO Media Group

Marijuana plants grow in a high tun-

nel at a farm near McMinnville U.S. 

Attorney Billy Williams on Friday re-

leased his priorities related to canna-

bis prosecutions.

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

When the 2019 legislative ses-

sion convenes, Oregon’s business 

community plans to be ready with 

legislation and budget recommen-

dations to address Oregon’s fiscal 

problems.

Tackling rising costs of the 

Public Employee Retirement Sys-

tem is on the top of the list.

On Friday, representatives of 

the Oregon Business Council and 

Oregon Business & Industry vis-

ited Hermiston, where they con-

vened a roundtable discussion 

with area business and govern-

ment leaders. The title was “Fac-

ing Oregon’s Fiscal Crisis” and the 

goal was to gather feedback for a 

partnership known as the Oregon 

Business Plan, which will use that 

to create a series of proposals for 

the 2019 legislative session.

Ginny Lang, acting vice pres-

ident of OBI, told the group that 

the initiative would be a mixture 

of recommendations for cost con-

tainment, changes to revenue and 

new investments in areas such as 

education that can help grow the 

economy. 

Business group gathers feedback  

for 2019 PERS reform legislation 

‘We can’t do it alone. 

Every one of you will be important 

... this is a crisis and we need to get 

started on getting it fixed now.’

— Ginny Lang, 

acting vice president of Oregon Business & Industry (OBI)

See TOURISM/11A

See BIOCHAR/12A

See POT/12A

See ROUNDTABLE/11A

SIX PLAYOFF GAMES IN UMATILLA COUNTYSOFTBALL/BASEBALL 1B

142nd Year, No. 156 

WINNER OF THE 2017 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

One dollar

FRIDAY, MAY 25, 2018
Your Weekend

Rodeos in Helix and Spray on Saturday

•

Hear rare instruments at Pendleton Arts Center

•

Tylor and Train Robbers rock Hermiston

•

For times and places see Coming Events, 5A
Catch a movie

Jonathan Olley/Lucasfilm via APSolo: A Star Wars StoryFor showtime, Page 5A For review, Weekend EO

Weekend Weather

81/51 73/48 78/54
Watch a game
Second-round baseball/softball matchups in Hermiston and Pendleton

Today

By PHIL WRIGHTEast Oregonian

A Boardman man, sus-pected in a recent shooting, is in custody Thursday after a long standoff with police.Local and Oregon State Police worked together to bring in Alex Luis A h u m a d a after he bar-ricaded him-self Wednes-day inside a Boa rdman home.
P o l i c e w a n t e d to question Ahumada, 33, about the May 19 shooting of Carlos Ramirez. Hermiston 

BOARDMAN
Standoff ends with arrest of 

shooting suspect

Fri Sat Sun

Alex 
Ahumada

By PARIS ACHENCapital Bureau

SALEM — Petitioners for 
an initiative to ban any future 
taxes on groceries have sub-
mitted nearly 180,000 signa-
tures Wednesday, May 23, to 
place the constitutional amend-
ment on the Nov. 6 ballot.If verified by the secretary of state’s office, the number of signatures would exceed the 

117,578 needed under statute.Joe Gilliam, president of 
the Northwest Grocery Asso-
ciation, called Wednesday a 
“major milestone.”“Since statehood, Ore-

gon has never taxed grocer-
ies, yet politicians in Oregon 
continue to push for a tax on 
grocery sales,” Gilliam said. 
“This initiative will end these 
efforts and other future efforts 
by proactively prohibiting 
the taxing of groceries from 
farm-to-fork.”

Initiative Petition 37 would 
prohibit local or state taxes 
on all food for consumption, 

except for alcohol, tobacco and 
marijuana. Personal hygiene 
products were excluded from 
the measure, based on the 
results of the campaign’s inter-
nal polling, said Dan Floyd, 

spokesman for the “Yes! Keep 
Our Groceries Tax Free!” cam-
paign. “When we add in other 
products — even restaurant 

Tax-free grocery initiative inches 
closer to state’s November ballot

East Oregonian
A recent ruling by the Ninth U.S. Cir-

cuit Court of Appeals will cost Umatilla Elec-

tric company an extra $204,000 for wholesale 

power this year.In April the court upheld an order from a 

federal judge for dams along the Columbia and 

Snake rivers to start spilling more water over 

the dams, potentially helping migrating salmon 

but reducing the amount of hydropower the 

dams can produce.The exact cost to utilities was initially 

unknown, but UEC member services adminis-

trator Steve Meyers said in an email that UEC 

will be charged approximately $204,000 over 

the summer to make up for the added spill.
Bonneville Power Administration, which 

provides half the electricity used in the Pacific 
Northwest, announced that the total spill cost 

is $38.6 million in 2018, but BPA found cost 

reductions to make up for part of it, leaving 

$10.2 million that the agency plans to recoup 

with surcharges of 71 cents per megawatt hour 

from June through September.Meyers said there will be a public comment 

period through June 7 before BPA issues its final 
decision, but UEC does not anticipate a signifi-

cant change from what has been proposed.

Spill order to cost Umatilla Electric company $204,000

Jaime Valdez/Portland Tribune

Quy Pham of Southeast Portland pushes a cart of groceries 

from Hong Phat grocery store on Southeast 82nd Avenue 

in Portland. A grocery company-backed campaign for IP 

37 turned in nearly 180,000 signatures to the Secretary of 

State’s Office Wednesday. 

By JADE MCDOWELLEast Oregonian

H ermiston’s new farmers market was buzzing with activ-ity on opening day.The Maxwell Market — with a new name, new man-agement, new date and new location — opened Thursday under a large shade canopy on the corner of South First Place and West Locust Ave-nue. About 16 vendors were there when it opened at 4 p.m., selling produce, flow-ers, crafts, jewelry, meat, cheese and other items.Some of them were first-time farmers market ven-dors. Teresa Horn of Eastern Oregon Mobile Slaughter, selling specialty smoked meats, said she had been thinking about coming for years but had never done it.“It’s already been worth coming,” she said about half an hour into the market. “We’ve sold several pack-ages and people seem to like it.”

MARKET MAKEOVER

Staff photos by Kathy Aney

ABOVE: Hermiston Farmers Market vendor Teresa Engbretson, of My Garden Overfloweth in 

Paterson, Washington, gathers some flowers for a customer Thursday evening. BELOW: Ven-

dors offer their wares Thursday evening at the first Hermiston farmers market of the season.

HERMISTON
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SUMMIT WITH NORTH KOREA NIXED
WORLD/6A
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Mayra Ortiz (middle), who will play soccer at Columbia Basin Community College after graduation from Umatilla High 

School, participates in signing day.

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN and JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

A
mid cheers and fanfare often reserved for student athletes, all Umatilla High School seniors who are pursuing post-secondary education signed letters of intent during the school’s third annual Signing Day.“This is a big step,” Principal Bob Lor-ence said, congratulating the students. “As you sign your name, just make a commit-ment to further your education.”Umatilla High School Dean of Stu-dents April Dirksen said this year, 72 stu-dents will be signing to post-secondary edu-cation of some kind, whether a four-year college, a two-year college, the military or trade school. That’s a jump of nearly 20 stu-dents from the previous year — something Superintendent Heidi Sipe noted when she challenged the underclassmen in the stands to “beat their record” when it was their turn to graduate.

Sipe said this year’s senior class has 96 students, and 75 percent of them have committed to a college, trade school or the military.
She said the district’s graduation rate last 

year was 82 percent, and she expects this year’s class to hit at least 86 percent.Before the ceremony, five students dis-cussed their path to graduation and some of the obstacles they’ve encountered along the way.
Some students said their biggest obsta-cle was the lack of financial support they’ll have, and having to navigate the world of higher education alone.

“I’ve always known I was going to go 

to college,” said Maria Moreno, who will attend the University of Oregon to study biology. She said while she has always been self-motivated, it was a little difficult because her parents had no experience with the system.
“It would have been a little easier if they’d been to school, and understood how things work,” she said. 
For others, the challenges included the loss of a family member. Ayana Reyes, who will attend Blue Mountain Community Col-lege, lost her mother when she was a high school freshman.

“That’s been the biggest thing,” she said. Reyes lives with her two siblings.She said while it has been a challenge, she has received support from the community.“My mom was a teacher in the district, so the whole district feels like family,” she said. “I have McNary moms always on me about my grades. It’s basically a second family for me.”
Some students made their decision with the long-term picture in mind.Trey Dohman, who is joining the Navy, said being raised in a military family informed his decision.

UMATILLA

SIGN HERE

Dwight and Steven Hammond sentenced to five years for arson conviction, used as rallying cry for Malheur occupation

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
EO Media Group

A decision may be imminent on presidential clemency for two Oregon ranchers serving five-year minimum mandatory sentences for arson, according to farm groups seeking their release.
Dwight Hammond, 76, and his son, Steven Hammond, 49, were convicted in 2012 of setting fire to rangeland near their ranch in Harney County for which they were initially sentenced to prison terms of three months and one year, respectively.

However, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned those more lenient sentences at the urging of the U.S. 

Hammonds’ 
clemency
request hits 
White House

Three of every four graduating seniors  at Umatilla High commit to continued education

Staff photo by Kathy AneyTrey Dohman, of Umatilla High School, announces his plans after graduation to the rest of the student body as part of signing day.

Changes in tax law, booming economy boost state revenues
By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

SALEM — State revenue projections have grown significantly since mid-2017, likely trig-gering both the personal and corporate income tax “kicker” in the next two-year budget cycle.The growth is due to recent changes in fed-eral and state tax law and an improved eco-nomic outlook, state economist Mark McMul-len told lawmakers Wednesday.Personal income tax projections are now about 3 percent higher than state economists’ close-of-session forecast, a difference that, if revenues hold steady or grow more over the next year, could trigger Oregon’s unique “kicker” law in 2019.

Economist
says ‘kicker’
will return

Candidates’ campaigns 
spent an average of $2  per vote in May primary

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

The five candidates running in last week’s primary for Umatilla County commissioner seats spent about as much per vote cast as a cup of coffee.
Tom Bailor, Rick Pullen and incumbent George Murdock ran for Position 1 and received a total of 11,469 votes, according to unofficial elections results, while John Sha-fer and incumbent Larry Givens received 11,555 votes combined in the Position 2 race. The five spent about $46,700 on their cam-

paigns and received a total of 23,024 votes.That pencils out to a tick more than $2 per vote across the board, with more than three times as much spent in the two-way race as in the other.
Bailor, Murdock, Givens and Shafer spent $45,399 collectively on their cam-paigns, according to ORESTAR, the Oregon Secretary of State’s public website for cam-paign finance activity. Pullen said he spent about $1,300. 

Oregon election law requires political committees to maintain records of all con-tributions and expenditures, but committees only file those transactions with ORESTAR if they expect to receive or spend more than $3,500 for a calendar year. 

The cost of a vote in local county commissioner race? A cup of coffee
Cost per vote
COST PER VOTE FOR CANDIDATES IN LOCAL RACES
Candidate ..................Position ........................Cost
Michael Breiling .........6th District Court ........$4.22 
John Shafer* ..............Umatilla County ...........$3.60
Larry Givens ...............Umatilla County ...........$3.08
Rob Collins* ...............6th District Court ........$2.12
George Murdock .........Umatilla County ...... 96 cents
Tom Bailor ..................Umatilla County ...... 61 cents
Rick Pullen .................Umatilla County ...... 37 cents
Don Russell* ..............Morrow County ......... 8 centsOREGON GOVERNOR’S RACECandidate ..................Party .............................Cost

Knute Buehler* ..........Republican ................$18.90
Greg Wooldridge .........Republican ..................$4.72
Sam Carpenter ...........Republican ..................$3.77
Gov. Kate Brown* .......Democrat ....................$2.21
Patrick Starnes** ......Independent ........... 63 cents
Skye Allen ..................Independent ............. 9 cents
*Won election
**Finished with most votes, but write-in results still pending
Analysis is based on unofficial election results and information in ORESTAR, 

the Oregon Secretary of State’s public website for campaign finance

See SIGNING DAY/3A

See CLEMENCY/5A
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See COST/5A

Dwight 
Hammond

Steven 
Hammond
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A flotilla of Canada geese and their goslings paddle across the McKay Reservoir on Monday outside of Pendleton. 
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STATE TRACK: ROHRMAN CLAIMS TITLE, HERMISTON GIRLS TEAM FINISHES THIRD SPORTS/1B

By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

SALEM — Gov. Kate Brown 

on Monday got her wish to expand 

an existing business tax break that 

will cost the state $11.3 million in 

2018.
During Monday’s eight-hour 

special session, the House of Rep-

resentatives voted 51-to-8 and the 

Senate voted 18-to-12 to pass the 

tax break for certain sole propri-

etorships via House Bill 4301. 

“It was really clear in general, 

that Republicans wanted more — 

more tax breaks for small busi-

nesses,” Brown said. “The Dem-

ocrats wanted different or more 

revenue-neutral proposals. We 

weren’t able to reach a compro-

mise in those conversations so we 

went with my very simple straight-

forward proposal that would ensure 

tax fairness for our businesses.”

Brown, who is seeking reelec-

tion this year, called the special ses-

sion after signing another tax bill 

— Senate Bill 1528 — in April that 

was unpopular with some members 

of the business community. That bill 

eliminated a 20-percent business 

tax deduction that was included in 

federal tax reform earlier this year 

and would have resulted in the loss 

of $200 million to $300 million in 

state revenue. Oregon’s tax code 

automatically conforms with fed-

eral code unless lawmakers specif-

ically pass legislation to change it.

The governor said while she 

was considering Senate Bill 1528, 

she realized that state lawmakers 

needed to expand the state’s lower 

tax rate for “pass-through” busi-

nesses to sole proprietors.

Expanding the tax break will 

cost about $11.3 million in 2018, 

$11.8 million in 2019 and $12.5 

million in 2020. The cost continues 

to increase each subsequent year, 

said Chris Allanach, acting legisla-

tive revenue officer.

Legislature OKs business tax break expansion

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

Hamley’s is hitting 

the auction block. And 

Hamley’s co-owner Par-

ley Pearce said he plans 

to save the icon of down-

town Pendleton and keep 

it in local ownership.

“It’s one of those deals 

where it’s going to go to 

the highest bidder. I’m 

pretty well prepared, 

I feel like, to do that,” 

Pearce said. “It’s kind of 

my baby, I guess you can 

say.” 
The limited-liability 

company HIPO of Pay-

ette, Idaho, took on $1.2 

million of Hamley’s debt 

PENDLETON

Hamley’s 

goes to 

auction

Kalie Wright entered 

first pageant to earn 
college tuition

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

K
alie Wright and her miniature fainting 

goat don’t share the same temperament.

Wright, a former Blue Mountain 

Community College volleyball player who 

competed Monday night in the Miss USA 

pageant, cruises ahead confidently in life. 

Her goat, Mr. McGoatface, falls over when 

frightened. 

“They actually faint when they get 

scared,” Wright said of miniature fainting 

goats. “Their legs lock up and they roll over.”

Not so with Wright. 

She spoke by phone from Shreve-

port, Louisiana, where she was gearing 

up for Monday night’s intense Miss USA 

competition. 

Former BMCC volleyball player 

competes for the Miss USA title

Contributed photo

Kalie Wright, right, reacts after winning the Miss Minnesota pageant in November.

EO file photo

BMCC’s Kalie Wright returns a volley 

in an October 2011 game in which the  

Timberwolves played against Yakima 

Valley in Pendleton.

By MATEUSZ 

PERKOWSKI

Capital Bureau

SALEM — The regula-

tory problems facing a con-

troversial Oregon dairy have 

raised questions among law-

makers about avoiding “too 

big to fail” livestock opera-

tions in the future.

Negative publicity has 

continued to mount for Lost 

Valley Farm of Boardman, 

which in 2018 has faced a 

$10,600 fine, a lawsuit filed 

by state farm regulators and 

financial troubles resulting in 

bankruptcy proceedings.

The 7,300-acre farm is 

home to nearly 14,000 head 

of cattle.

The Senate Interim 

Committee on Environment 

and Natural Resources 

summoned the state’s top 

agriculture and water regu-

lators for a legislative hear-

ing on May 21 to begin ana-

lyzing what went wrong.

The hearing was cut short 

after an hour because the full 

Senate was expected to con-

vene, but Sen. Michael Dem-

brow, D-Portland, said the 

matter will likely be revis-

ited during legislative com-

mittee days in September.

BOARDMAN

Lost Valley problems 

could spur new laws

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

The grass was a little 

taller than most competitors 

were used to at the first Pro-

fessional Disc Golf Associ-

ation tournament at Hermis-

ton Desert Disc Golf.

The course — which 

started with nine holes last 

year and recently acquired 

a back nine — presented a 

unique high-desert terrain 

for 69 amateur and profes-

sional-level golfers at the 

Good Shepherd Community 

Health Foundation Open, 

sponsored by Dynamic 

Discs and hosted by the 

Umatilla Disc Golf Club.

“We had 72 spots, so 

69 is a pretty good turnout, 

especially for being the first 

one we’re having,” orga-

nizer Ginger Wilkinson 

said.
At 7,492 feet, the new 

course is one of the biggest 

in the region.

“It’s long,” said Chris 

Muller, who came down 

from Richland to compete. 

“It’s a big boy course.”

Muller, who was prepar-

ing to putt into one of the 

metal baskets that make up 

the “holes” on the course, 

said the trick to a good putt 

was to get a lot of spin on 

the disc and to have a “good 

pre-putting routine.”

HERMISTON

New course hosts first 

Professional Disc Golf 

Association tournament
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The city of Pendleton is looking for federal funding to help solve the traffic congestion problems at the exit 209 interchange 
off Interstate 84 in Pendleton. 

Mayor visits D.C., 

doesn’t expect Oregon 

Legislature to pitch in

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

T
he city of Pendleton is looking to 
Washington, D.C., to get the next 
phase of its Exit 209 interchange 

plan on the road. 
Before the city and the Oregon Depart-

ment of Transportation drafted the inter-
change area management plan in 2010, the 
two Interstate 84 offramps at Exit 209 were 
a daily bottleneck. 

Vehicles lined up on the offramp as driv-
ers waited for an opening to make a left 
turn at unprotected intersections toward 
Southeast Emigrant Avenue or Southwest 
Frazer Avenue. The interchanges also cre-
ated safety hazards when cars backed up on 
its offramps, leaving cars at a standstill on 
Interstate 84. 

ODOT has taken interim measures to 
alleviate traffic, adding a signal to the east-
bound offramp and preventing right turns 
on red lights on Southwest 20th Street. 

But the longterm plan offers more radical 
changes to the area, which still sees grid-
lock during peak traffic hours.

Estimated to cost somewhere between 
$24.5 million to $35 million, the plan calls 
for the four-way intersection of South-
west Emigrant Avenue and Southwest 
20th Street to be moved west, where some 
homes and High Desert Cannabis are now. 
Instituting such a change would require 
realigning 20th Street and building a new 
road to access the Exit 209 entrance and 
exit, among other adjustments. 

The three-phase project would also 
include making changes to Tutuilla Road 
and Southwest Hailey Avenue to better 
manage traffic. 

Although reconfiguring the interchange 
is a high priority for ODOT — department 
spokesman Peter Murphy said the area is a 
major freight corridor — the plan’s ambi-

tion hasn’t been matched by any actual 
money. 

“It’s not unusual for us to do the home-
work first,” Murphy said, before seeking 
funding later. 

In late April, Pendleton Mayor John 
Turner traveled to Washington, D.C., to try 
to change that. 

In an attempt to put “faces to names,” 
Turner visited with officials from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation to inquire 
about BUILD, a new federal grant program 
with a $1.5 billion discretionary budget. 

It was a fact-finding mission as much as 
a lobbying trip, but Turner said he left town 
with the support of U.S. Sens. Jeff Merk-
ley and Ron Wyden and Rep. Greg Walden, 
R-Hood River. 

City staff are now in charge of complet-
ing the rest of the process of applying for a 
BUILD grant, which could range from $20 
million to $25 million. 

Public Works Director Bob Patterson 
said the BUILD application is due in mid-
July, and it being an election year, Con-
gress will expect funding to be awarded by 
October. If Pendleton is awarded a BUILD 
grant, construction is expected to start no 
later than September 2020. 

Leaders hope federal dollars
will upgrade interchange

PENDLETON

By the numbers

$24.5M-$35M
Entire cost of new interchange

$20M-$25M
Amount available in BUILD grant

Rural areas have more 
openings due to vacancies 
rather than new opportunities

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

SALEM — A preliminary jobs report 
released by the state last week showed 
that Oregon lost about 2,900 nonfarm 
jobs in April, the first time Oregon has 
had a net job loss in 16 months.

But jobs have grown steadily over the 
past year, and a month of job losses is 
typical even in years where the economy 
is expanding, state economists say.

The state’s job growth rate over the 
past year — April 2017 to April 2018 — 
was 1.6 percent.

“That’s fine and a good rate of 
growth,” state employment economist 
Nick Beleiciks told lawmakers Tuesday, 
“But it has slowed and a lot of econo-
mists think that has to do with a shortage 
of workers available to take the jobs that 
are out there.”

Job growth 
slowing, but 
unemployment 
at ‘record low’

By ANDREW SELSKY

Associated Press

SALEM — A school district in Ore-
gon accused by two LGBTQ students of 
harassment praised a settlement of the case, 
but the allegations and a state investigation 
have revealed pervasive discrimination that 
a new group will be tasked with combating.

The settlement was reached late Monday.
Under its terms, Bill Lucero, the prin-

cipal at North Bend High School, must be 
gone by the start of the 2018-19 academic 
year. The school district also must ask the 
police department to remove a school police 
officer who told one of the students, Liv 
Funk, that she’s going to hell because of her 
sexual orientation. A diversity and inclusion 
committee composed of an administrator, 
staff and current and former students will be 
created to train staff and students.

In return, Hailey Smith and Funk agreed 
to dismiss all their complaints.

“I am glad that I was finally able to 

Investigation
finds pervasive
discrimination,
harassment at
coastal school

Business partners at odds  
as business nears auction

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

Hamley’s co-owner Blair Woodfield 
could not take it anymore. 

Woodfield said he prefers to stay out of 
the press, but the development to sell Ham-
ley’s at auction and the latest public com-
ments from business partner Parley Pearce 
forced him to correct the narrative, he said.

Pearce is not some superhero swoop-
ing in to save an icon of downtown Pend-
leton from the threat of default, Woodfield 
alleges, but rather the reason the company’s 

PENDLETON

Fight over Hamley’s future gets heated

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Hamley’s co-owner Blair Woodfield tried to sell  
Hamley’s in 2016 to the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation for more than $3.1 million.

EO Media Group

Oregon state economists say state-
wide unemployment is at a record 
low and that employers are reporting 
that it’s difficult to fill vacancies.

See HAMLEY’S/8A See SCHOOL/8A

See INTERCHANGE/8A

See JOBS/8A

Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

A
s we grow older  most 

of us forget more 

often than we once 

did. Although  memory loss 

is a natural part of the aging 

process, experts say it usu-

ally isn’t problematic for most 

people until after age 70.

                This doesn’t mean 

that you might not be forget-

ful, even though 70 still may 

be a ways off. We all have 

memory lapses, regardless 

of our age.  Even as teenag-

ers we forgot things (clean-

ing our rooms! that English 

assignment!), but as we get 

older we notice more the 

frustrations that forgetting 

can bring.

                Fortunately, if you 

find your memory really does 
seem weaker and more 

troublesome, there are steps 

you can take to combat the 

problem.

                A health check 

is your starting point.  Talk 

with your physician about all 

drugs you are taking (over 

the counter and prescription), 

and have your cholesterol 

and blood pressure checked. 

These things, as well as 

some diseases, have been 

linked to memory problems.

                Researchers 

report smoking and heavy 

alcohol use can also affect 

memory. Harvard Medical 

School studies found that 

smokers perform 

much worse than 

non-smokers in 

memory and think-

ing skills tests.

                Stay-

ing physically and 

mentally active can 

also combat memo-

ry loss.  When you 

exercise regularly 

you’re increasing 

blood flow for better 
brain health and 

function. Studies 

have found that 30 

minutes of aerobic 

exercise, like walking or jog-

ging five times a week, may 
even reverse some memory 

issues.

                There’s also some 

evidence that an active brain 

performs better. A full social 

life, interacting with family 

and friends, is one way.  Any-

thing that challenges your 

brain, from puzzles to playing 

games to reading and writ-

ing, also appears to stimulate 

brain cells and their connec-

tions.

                A healthy diet, 

rich in fruits and vegetables, 

but low in saturated fat and 

cholesterol, may also benefit 
brain health. And yes, fish 
really may be brain food, 

especially when it’s fish rich 
in omega-3 fatty acids like 

salmon and tuna .

                Occasional for-

getfulness isn’t a reason to 

worry.  Simply writing down 

things you want to remember 

can reduce memory frus-

tration, but do pay attention 

if your memory issues are 

more severe.

                If you forget things 

much more frequently, have 

difficulty learning new tasks, 
repeat phrases or stories 

in the same conversation, 

or forget how to do things 

you’ve done many times 

before, there may be a more 

serious problem. Talk with 

your doctor or professional 

counselor for an evaluation.

                Counseling Cor-

ner” is provided by the Amer-

ican Counseling Association. 

Comments and questions to 

ACAcorner@counseling.org 

or visit the ACA website at 

www.counseling.org.

American Counseling Corner

Now, What Was It I Wanted To Remember To Tell You?
from the American Counseling Association

Eastern Oregon 
Events

 Eastern Oregon Events Calendar is 

the place to find everything 
happening in Eastern Oregon 

including all events from A to Z!

Auditions, Bird Watching and Concerts...
to Youth Camps and Zumba Classes!

easternoregonevents.com

651 Help Wanted

Community Counseling Solu-
tions has a position open for a 

Mental Health Specialist III – 
Behavioral Classroom Clinician

to provide clinical services to 
children receiving services in 
the K-6 behavioral classrooms 
in Irrigon, OR.  This position 
will provide individual and fami-
ly therapy, as well as work with 
involved personnel to implement 
behavioral interventions to sup-
port positive change with the ul-
timate goal of the child returning 
to the mainstream classroom.  
During summer, this individual 
will provide follow up clinical ser-
vices as well as see other agen-
cy clients and/or work in agency 
summer programs.  
Qualified applicant must have 
a Master’s degree in psychol-
ogy, social work, or other hu-
man service related field or be 
licensed.  Individual will provide 
assessments, therapy, case 
management, and other related 
services.  
This is an exempt, 40 hrs/week 
position.  Wages dependent 
upon education and experience,  
between $42,300 - $83,400.  
Excellent benefits.  
Please apply online at 

communitycounseling
solutions.org

or contact Vicky Cambpell at 
541-676-9161.  
Position open until filled. 

BUYER meets seller every day 
of the week in the classified 
columns of this newspaper.

John Deere Technology 
Instructor:

 Take Another Look….. Trades 
Experience wanted. Years of
experience counts. To create 
a greater pool of applicants 

for the John Deere Instructor 
position the

qualifications have been revised 
from the previously advertised 
recruitment. WWCC is seeking

applicants to fill a full-time 
tenure-track role of John Deere 
Technology Instructor. Qualifi-

cations: 3-5
years of relevant work experi-
ence in agricultural mechanics 
required. Any combination of 

educational
and work experience may be 

considered at the discretion of 
the College. Journeyman-level 

experience
maintaining and repairing John 
Deere or related equipment de-
sired. This position will remain 

open until
filled and applications will be 

screened as received. For 
detailed position description, 

salary information,
qualifications and application 

procedure please visit the 
WWCC website at http://apptrkr.

com/1228618
WWCC is an equal opportunity 

employer. 

LOOKING for livestock buyers? 
Place a low-cost classified ad.

651 Help Wanted

Community Counseling Solu-
tions, a 501(c)(3) organization, 
is recruiting for a full-time 

OFFICE SUPPORT 
SPECIALIST

in our Boardman office.  Qual-
ified applicants must have 
excellent customer service 
skills, be computer literate, 
have the ability to create and 
understand spreadsheets, 
utilize word processing pro-
grams, and learn clinical 
software systems.  Must be 
able to communicate well in 
person, by phone, and in writ-
ing. Bilingual Spanish strongly 
preferred. High school diplo-
ma or equivalent G.E.D. cer-
tificate required. Hourly wage 
is $14.38 to 19.81, DOEE. 
Excellent Benefits. Applicants 
who meet the minimum qual-
ifications are encouraged to 
complete the online applica-
tion and upload resume at 
www.communitycounseling

solutions.org
Position open until filled. 

EEO. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Port of Morrow is seeking 
candidates for the position 
of Executive Director.  Appli-
cation instructions, job an-
nouncement and job descrip-
tion are available at 

www.sdao.com
and

www.portofmorrow.com
Deadline for submittal is June 
7, 2018. 

You can find your 
dream home...

Check out our real 

estate listings in the 

classifieds!

Pendleton Red Lion has im-
mediate openings for

~ Bartender Servers

Apply in person at 304 SE 
Nye Ave., Attn: Carol Welch

Pendleton Red Lion is a Drug 
Free Workplace 

661 Childcare/Adult 

Contact Dayle or Grace 
today to place your 

classified ad!

1-800-962-2819
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

We can highlight your ad 
with grey, green, yellow, blue 

or pink! 

BUY IT!

SELL IT!

FIND IT!
East Oregonian

Classified
1-800-962-2819

828 Misc for Sale

CHILDREN’S outgrown 
clothing, toys and furniture sell 

quickly with a classified ad.


