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As older students get ready 
to close their textbooks for 
the year, some of Hermiston’s 
youngest learners have new a 
place to begin their education.

Umatilla-Morrow Head 
Start has two new locations, 
one that opened two weeks 
ago and one scheduled to 
open in the near future.

The Downtown Center, 
at 372 East Main St., opened 
in mid-May, and houses 40 
preschool-age students for 
extended day classes. Those 
classes are six-and-a-half 
hours long.

Another classroom space is 
planned on Airport Road, but 
no date has been announced 
for the project.

Associate Operations 
Director Dan Daltoso said 
UMCHS had been working 
to find a place to expand for 

several months, and wanted 
to move two of the classes 
previously held at the Vic-
tory Square office into a new 
location.

“Parents really wanted 
extended-day services,” he 
said.

Daltoso said they got a 
great price on the building, 

which more recently housed 
the Gems and Gents pre-
school, but it needed a lot of 
work.

“We had to put in new 
bathrooms, and we had to 
work with the licensing and 
building offices,” he said.

Daltoso said the build-
ing was originally an auto 

parts store, and they had to 
make siginficant remodels to 
the building. They also redid 
the kitchen and created office 
space.

Daltoso said renovating 
the Downtown Center cost a 
little over $100,000.

He said the classes in Vic-
tory Square were part-day — 
morning or afternoon classes 
— and with the expansion to 
extended-day classes, they 
needed some more space and 
staff support. 

He said he didn’t know 
when the Airport Road loca-
tion would open, but that 
would likely be some time 
in the next program year. It 
is supposed to have room for 
60 students, and will create 10 
new jobs.

A Head Start bus barn is 
also planned for that location.

“We just got the funds, and 
we haven’t even gotten to the 
planning yet,” he said.  

Head Start opens new facility

Staff photo by Jayati Ramakrishnan

Umatilla-Morrow Head Start opened up a new down-
town location, in the old Gems and Gents preschool, 
two weeks ago.
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Students in the Pendleton 
and Athena-Weston school 
districts were asked to stay 
vigilant Friday after multiple 
students received threatening 
messages over social media. 

According to an email 
from Pendleton Police Chief 
Stuart Roberts, these students 
received the messages over 
Instagram Thursday night 
and shared them with school 
administrators on Friday. 

“The identified messages 
included two images: one 

merely contained non-spe-
cific text referring to depres-
sion and/or potentially sui-
cide,” Roberts wrote. “The 
other was of a male holding 
a highly modified AR style 
rifle with an emoji over the 
face. The caption on the sec-
ond images reads: ‘One more 
day.’”

The messages didn’t 
include threats to Pendleton, 
Athena-Weston or any spe-
cific school, but local law 
enforcement took precau-
tions because it was sent to 
school-aged children. 

Pendleton High School 
Principal Dan Greenough 
said extra police were on 
campus as a precaution.

Roberts wrote that the 
Pendleton Police Depart-
ment, the Umatilla County 
Sheriff’s Office, the FBI, 
and “at least one out-of-state 
law enforcement agency” are 
working together to identify 
the source. 

While Roberts wrote that 
the ability for people to mask 
their virtual identities could 
make the process difficult, 
Umatilla County Under-

sheriff Jim Littlefield said 
authorities suspect the threat 
was made from outside the 
country. 

Littlefield said he didn’t 
know how many students 
the message was sent to 
and Roberts did not return a 
request for comment. 

Both the Pendleton and 
Athena-Weston school dis-
tricts issued statements over 
Facebook Friday saying that 
the threats were nonspecific 
and students are being urged 
to report anything out of the 
ordinary. 

Pendleton and Athena-Weston 
students receive shooting threats 
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Two male students were 
taken into custody Tues-
day afternoon for pulling a 
fire alarm at Hermiston High 
School. All staff and students 
were told to leave the build-
ing, and officers responded in 
full tactical gear, as per their 
new policy for responding 
any fire alarm at Hermiston 
schools.

Despite rumors on social 
media, Police Chief Jason 
Edmiston said there were no 
weapons involved.

“We would immediately 
post anything like that if it 
were true,” Edmiston wrote 
on social media in response 
to rumors that one of the stu-
dents had a gun. 

Edmiston said the incident 
was caught on camera. The 
video footage will be part of a 
criminal investigation for the 
juvenile department. 

Edmiston said the school 
resource officer was video-

taped handcuffing one of the 
juveniles and walking him 
away. 

He said police asked the 
juvenile department if they 
would lodge the two boys, 
but were told they could not 
do so. He said both sets of 
parents were cooperative, and 
the boys were released into 
their custody.

HERMISTON

No weapons involved 
in fire alarm incident

By JADE MCDOWELL
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Hermiston’s city coun-
cil will meet Tuesday, 
to avoid a conflict with 
Memorial Day.

The meeting will 
include a public hear-
ing on a proposed zon-
ing change and compre-
hensive plan amendment 
for 52 acres of land north 
of Diagonal Road and 
west of Northeast 10th 
Street. The land would 
change from light indus-
trial to commercial and 
multi-family residential.

According to a memo 
prepared by city planner 
Clint Spencer, about 10 
acres of the land are devel-
oped, including O-So-
Kleen, a former bus barn 
and former onion sheds. 
The rest has remained 
undeveloped through 
decades of availability for 
industrial use.

Spencer said an analy-
sis by Johnson Econom-
ics showed that the city 
has a “more than ade-
quate supply of industrial 
land to meet a 20-year 
need and the subject land 
can be removed from the 
industrial inventory with 
no negative economic 
impacts.” He said utility 
infrastructure there is ade-
quate to serve the area at 
full build-out.

On Monday the council 
will also consider changes 
to the city’s garage sale 
ordinance ahead of the 
code enforcement moving 
from the parks and rec-
reation department back 
to the Hermiston Police 

Department on July 1.
Currently the ordi-

nance prohibits any 
off-premises signs adver-
tising garage and yard 
sales. Jason Edmiston, 
the city’s police chief, has 
suggested that signs be 
allowed on legally parked 
vehicles, on the theory 
that people will be more 
likely to clean up a sign 
from their vehicle than 
come back for an illegally 
placed box on a street cor-
ner. Under the recommen-
dation, in the future vio-
lators of the ordinance 
would have only four 
hours to remove an illegal 
sign instead of the current 
96 hours.

Another ordinance 
change on Tuesday’s 
agenda would change the 
rules for absences from 
city committees. If a com-
mittee member wishes to 
take an extended leave of 
absence for health or other 
reasons, the change would 
allow for an interim com-
mittee member to serve 
in their stead during that 
time period so that the 
committee can continue to 
function with a quorum.

Tuesday’s council 
meeting, which starts at 
7 p.m. at city hall, will 
be preceded at 6 p.m. by 
a work session, where 
representatives of Herm-
iston School District 
will present information 
about work being done 
by its Facilities Planning 
Committee.

Agenda packets for 
the meeting can be found 
online at hermiston.or.us/
meetings.

Diagonal Road property 
may change from 
industrial to residential
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The drunken driving 
manslaughter case against 
Anthony King Enriquez of 
Ukiah has trial dates.

Circuit Judge John 
Lieuallen on May 10 set the 
trial for June 6-8, accord-
ing to court records, and 
the Morrow County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office and 
defense attorney Jody Stut-
sman Vaughan of Pendle-
ton has until June 1 to pro-
vide jury instructions. 

Enriquez, 42, was driv-
ing a 1999 Dodge pickup 
north on Highway 74 near 
Lexington the evening of 
March 21 when he lost con-
trol and the vehicle rolled 
several times, according 
to Oregon State Police. 
Enriquez suffered non-life 
threatening injuries, but the 
crash ejected Joshua Ken-
neth Herrig, 35, of Hep-
pner. He died at the scene.

Enriquez has pleaded 
not guilty to charges of 
first-degree manslaughter, 
driving under the influence 

of intoxicants (alcohol) 
and reckless driving. He 
has a trial readiness hear-
ing Thursday and remains 
in the Umatilla County Jail, 
Pendleton.

And Hector Jacobo Hol-
guin, 29, of Hermiston, 
is the defendant in a sim-
ilar case. The Umatilla 
County District Attorney’s 
Office accused Holguin of 
assaulting and injuring a 
woman on Oct. 19, 2017, 
while driving drunk. Court 
records show he has an 
arraignment June 4 to face 
charges of third-degree 
assault with DUII, failure 
to perform duties of driver 
to injured persons, DUII, 
four counts of recklessly 
endangering another per-
son and one count each of 
reckless driving and crim-
inal driving while sus-
pended or revoked. 

Holguin in late 2016 
began serving a two-
year probation for DUII 
and reckless driving that 
included suspending his 
license until Nov. 16, 2017. 

Court set trial dates in 

DUII manslaughter case

{        Cruisin for Scholarships      }
Car Show

{             Saturday            }
May 12

2018

THANK YOU!
TO ALL OUR SPONSORS & PARTICIPANTS

AT THE 6TH ANNUAL CRUISIN’ FOR SCHOLARSHIPS CAR SHOW

Thank you to our Donors: Eastern Oregon Mechanical, Ernest Keller, Celebrations by Cindy, 
Wheatland Insurance Center Inc, Old West Federal Credit Union, Creagh Hawes, CHI St 
Anthony Hospital, Birch Creek Trophies & Awards, Umatilla Electric Cooperative, Bank of 
Eastern Oregon and Rep. Greg Smith

Thank you to our Raffle and Goodie Bag Sponsors: Prodigal Son Brewery & Pub, the East 
Oregonian, Shari’s Pies, Seaquist Real Estate, Affordable Family Eyewear, Western Auto 
Home & Appliance, Ski Bluewood, Great Pacific Wine & Coffee Co, The Saddle, True Value 
Hardware, Saager’s Shoe Shop, Farm City Pro Rodeo, Maryhill Winery, EOCI, Wildhorse 
Resort & Casino, Mudgett’s Mobile Detail & Wash, Umatilla County Fair, H & H Sports & 
Jewelry, Children’s Museum of Eastern Oregon, OMG! Burgers & Brew, Pendleton Round-Up 
Association, Shangri-La Boutique, Bill Stangier, Pendleton Downtown Association, WalMart

Thank you to our T-Shirt Sponsors: The RBH Group LLC, Zollman’s Larry Burd Well Drilling, 
Prodigal Son Brewery & Pub, Burns Mortuary of Pendleton, Zeigler Transmission & Auto 
Repair, Wtechlink Inc, Quiznos, Cascade Natural Gas, Banner Bank, Hermiston Point 5, VFW 
Post 922, Antiques & Art on Main, Vintage Court Antiques, Robinson Rentals, Pendleton 
Grocery Outlet, Premier Physical Therapy, Pendleton Lions Club, Coldwell Banker Whitney 
& Associates, Integrity Glass & Door LLC, Kuo Testing Labs, Burns Mortuary of Hermiston, 
Community Bank, Elite Taxis Inc, Rogers Toyota of Hermiston, Columbia Bank, The Shop, 
Hodgen Distributing, Oregon Trail Veterinary Clinic, Purswell’s Pump Co, Stan Henderer- 
State Farm Agent, Midway Bar & Grill, Wheatland Insurance Center Inc

Thank you to our Trophy Sponsors:  Vintage Court Antiques, Robinson Rentals, Pendleton 
Bottling Co, McLaughlin Landscaping, First Community Credit Union, Rogers Toyota of 
Hermiston, Community Bank, Hodgen Distributing, Purswell’s Pump Co, Seaquist Real 
Estate, Wheatland Insurance Center, Ashley Clark- BMCC ASG Alumni, Tammi Clark- KRBM 
Radio Alumni, Bank of Eastern Oregon, Pendleton Lions Club

Thank you to our Volunteers: BMCC TRiO Club, BMCC ASG Students, Bruce Gianotti, Carol 
Dougherty, Beth and Tom Hepler and the Raffle Team. And to BMCC staff Shannon Franklin, 
Dwayne Williams, Brenda Daggett, Natalie Waggoner, Tammi Clark, Adam Sims and Debbie 
Stahl for their support!

Thank you to the BMCC Foundation Board and the BMCC Diesel Technology Program staff 
and students for all their hard work!

Lead Sponsors

We need to talk 

about your driving.
Driving represents freedom and 

independence for people of all ages. Asking 

an aging parent to hand over their keys can 

be a difficult and emotional conversation, 

even when safety is the main concern.

• How do I start the conversation?

• When is the right time to bring it up?

• How will they react? 

This could be one of the most challenging 

talks you’ll have with your loved one. 

We’re here to help.

McKay Creek Estates

www.PrestigeCare.com

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Pl.
Pendleton, OR 97801 
(541) 704-7146

Visit TheyDeserveTheBest.com to learn more about transitioning 
your loved one from driver to passenger.

       

5/29
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie • 5/30  • 12:00 PM
The Big Sky

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY (PG13)

4:00 6:20 7:00 10:00

3D 3:20* 9:20

DEADPOOL 2 (R)

4:10 6:50 9:30

LIFE OF THE PARTY (PG13)

4:40 7:20 9:40

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG13)

3:30* 6:40 9:50

       

5/25-28
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie • 5/30  • 12:00 PM
The Big Sky

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

SOLO: A STAR WARS STORY (PG13)

12:20* 1:00* 4:00 6:20 7:00 10:00 

3D 3:20* 9:20

DEADPOOL 2 (R)

1:30* 4:10 6:50 9:30

LIFE OF THE PARTY (PG13)

12:00* 2:20* 4:40 7:20 9:40

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG13)

12:10* 3:30* 6:40 9:50


