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HERMISTON

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN
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Though they haven’t 
made any decisions yet, the 
Hermiston School District 
has heard from community 
members: To pass a new 
bond, they’re going to have 
to think differently.

About 20 people gathered 
Thursday night at the first 
public meeting held by the 
facility planning committee, 
a group of community mem-
bers, school board members 
and district administrators. 
In January, the group began 
studying building issues 
facing the district, such as 
enrollment and capacity, 
school safety, and the condi-
tion of facilities.

The committee is looking 
at potential projects at four 

schools: new buildings for 
Rocky Heights and Highland 
Hills elementary schools, 
and making upgrades at 
Sandstone Middle School 
and Hermiston High School.

The committee said they 
hope input from the public 
will inform the next bond 
proposal. 

Committee members said 
they had spent the past few 
months reviewing the prob-
lems with the previous bond, 
which failed in May 2017.

That $104 million bond 
proposed new buildings for 
Rocky Heights and High-
land Hills, a new elemen-
tary school and significant 
upgrades and expansions to 
the high school.  

District Operations Direc-
tor Brad Wayland said vot-
ers did not want to see taxes 
increase, but were also unsure 

that they wanted to vote for 
the specific projects the bond 
would have addressed. Many 
also said they felt there was a 
lack of communication from 
the district.

Many citizens present 
at Thursday’s meeting said 
they understood the need 
to rebuild both elementary 
schools, but asked the district 
to think about other options.

“What about using the 
middle school as an elemen-
tary school, and building a 
new middle school?” Asked 
one audience member, not-
ing that the middle school 
could hold more students. 
“When you have no money, 
you have to get creative.”

Wayland said they had 
considered that option, but 
doing so would create more 
issues — especially because 
the school would have been 

built for older students.
Another suggested that 

the district could build two-
story elementary schools. 
Wayland said the district 
hopes to keep elementary 
school populations around 
600.

But, as one audience 
member noted, elementary 
schools are already pushing 
that limit.

“What’s the point of 
building a school that’s 
already past capacity by the 
time it’s built?” he asked. 

Others said they wanted 
to see better communication 
from the district about the 
bond.

The Facilities Plan-
ning Committee is holding 
another meeting, in Span-
ish, next Thursday, May 24, 
at Armand Larive Middle 
School at 6:30 p.m. 

Creative approaches suggested 
for school facilities challenges
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About 20 people gathered Thursday night at the first public meeting held by the facility planning committee, 
which is studying capital issues facing the district.
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A meeting of the minds 
discussed ways to help rural 
senior citizens during the 
2018 Forum on Aging in 
Rural Oregon this week.

The conference was 
Wednesday through Friday at 
Wildhorse Resort & Casino 
outside Pendleton. Sessions 
for participants included sup-
porting caregivers, address-
ing firearm safety with sui-
cidal patients, telemedicine, 
adult foster care and oral 
health for older adults.    

Many of the wide-ranging 
topics covered with health 
care and social services pro-
fessionals at the conference 
are also covered in the State 
Plan on Aging, which the 
group discussed Thursday 
afternoon.

Part of the Older Amer-
icans Act, the current State 
Plan on Aging spans from 
2017 to 2021 and is sup-
ported by local plans cre-
ated by Area Agencies on 
Aging. Deborah McCuin of 
the State Unit on Aging said 
the plan becomes increas-
ingly important as America’s 
demographics change.

“Obviously all of you are 
aware of this fast-growing 
population of older adults 

and increasing number of 
people with disabilities,” she 
said.

The mission of the plan is 
to assure Oregonians are able 
to “safely age in the setting 
of their choice” in health, 
independence and dignity.

One component of 
the plan is nutrition ser-
vices such as food banks 
and senior meal programs, 
which can contribute to 
seniors’ health and inde-
pendence. Disease preven-
tion and access to preventa-
tive measures such as cancer 
screenings are another, as 
is addressing the need for 
affordable housing. McCuin 
said family caregiver support 
services are also becoming 
increasingly vital as a gener-
ation of Americans faces the 
prospect of caring for chil-
dren and elderly parents at 
the same time.

“We really want to 
increase awareness of these 
services, and that they’re out 
there,” she said.

The best way for peo-
ple to access such services 
is through their local Area 
Agency on Aging, of which 
there are 17 in Oregon. Uma-
tilla and Morrow counties are 
covered by the AAA depart-
ment of CAPECO, based in 
Pendleton and reached at 

541-276-1926.
Thursday afternoon the 

group also discussed the 
State Health Improvement 
Plan with Kirsten Aird of the 
Oregon Health Authority.

Over the last century, 
Aird said, public health has 
been about helping people 
live longer through every-
thing from immunizations 
to tobacco prevention. Now, 
she said, it is important that 
public health also do more 
to address the results of 
increased life expectancy.

“These are all massive 
improvements that have 
helped us live longer, and so 
we’re aging,” she said.

Aird said the most 
far-reaching way to improve 
public health is to tackle 
socioeconomic factors such 
as education, racism and 
poverty. Another import-
ant strategy is to change the 
environment. A person’s 
workplace, for example, can 
either be set up to push peo-
ple toward better health or 
worse. 

As people stay in the 
workforce longer, she said, 
workplaces are covering 
multiple generations with 
“very different cultures.” 
That’s something that needs 
to be addressed, as does the 
fact that many workers are 

also acting as caregivers for 
children and/or elderly par-
ents at home.

“What does that look like 
to have public policies to 
make that successful?” she 
asked.

The Oregon Health 
Authority has started a cam-
paign called Place Matters 
Oregon, which discusses 
how the place a person lives 
affects their health. The pop-
ularity of the website www.
placemattersoregon.com 
shows that people are “hun-
gry” for that conversation, 
Aird said. She said it touches 
on aging in rural Oregon 
because many small towns 
in Oregon are losing services 
to support seniors as young 
people migrate elsewhere but 
older residents don’t want to 
leave their community.

More resources related 
to aging in rural Ore-
gon can be found online 
at www.oregon.gov/DHS/
seniors-disabilities.

———
Contact Jade McDowell 

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536. 

Forum points to challenges of aging in rural Oregon
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The on and off ramps 
at exits 207 and 209 on 
Interstate 84 will see 
intermittent nighttime 
closures over the next two 
to three weeks as the Ore-
gon Department of Trans-
portation paves them. 

According to an ODOT 
press release, crews from 
Roy Houck Construc-
tion will start prep work 
on Monday and Tuesday. 

Paving will start on either 
Wednesday or May 29.

Work will take place 
exclusively between 
the hours of 9 p.m. and 
6 a.m., and the inter-
changes won’t be closed 
simultaneously. 

When work is occur-
ring on each set of ramps, 
message boards will be 
posted on Southgate and 
U.S. Route 30, alerting 
the closures and directing 
traffic to alternate ramps. 

I-84 Pendleton ramps 
to close intermittently
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In its battle against 
the Trump Administra-
tion over Medicaid work 
requirements, the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Uma-
tilla Indian Reservation 
has gained some powerful 
allies.

In a Friday press release, 
the tribes announced that 
Gov. Kate Brown wrote a 
letter to CTUIR Chairman 
Gary Burke affirming the 
tribes’ position. 

Over the last month, 
American Indian tribes 
have sought an exemption 
from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices after several states 
introduced work require-
ments to their Medicaid 
programs. 

The department con-
tends that Native Amer-
ican tribes are a racial 
group rather than a sover-
eign government, an argu-
ment that defies historical 
precedent. 

“American Indian is a 
political entity, not an eth-
nicity.” Burke said in a 
statement “Clearly, Gov-
ernor Brown understands 
our government-to-gov-
ernment relationship and 
we expect the President of 

the United States and his 
departments to recognize 
this important distinction 
and relationship.”

Oregon’s Medic-
aid program — Oregon 
Health Plan — does not 
impose work requirements 
on recipients, but Brown 
said it went beyond that.

“The recommendations 
are in violation of the 
rights reserved by CTUIR 
leaders in the Treaty of 
1855.” Brown said, “The 
notion that our state 
could unilaterally impose 
work-requirements for 
tribal members on the 
Oregon Health Plan is not 
only legally unsound, it is 
flatly inconsistent with the 
government-to-govern-
ment relationships that we 
have developed and cher-
ish here in Oregon.” 

Besides Brown, the 
CTUIR’s position also has 
the support of Sen. Jeff 
Merkley and Rep. Greg 
Walden, R-Hood River. 

Merkley and Walden 
signed onto separate let-
ters from congressional 
members to Health and 
Human Services Secre-
tary Alex Azar opposing 
the department’s categori-
zation of American Indian 
tribes.

Governor joins CTUIR in 
opposing Medicaid work 
requirements for tribes 

‘The recommendations 
are in violation of the rights 

reserved by CTUIR leaders in 
the Treaty of 1855.’

— Gov. Kate Brown

*All pricing is per person, double occupancy, cruise only, and subject to change and availability. Air, transfers, fuel
surcharges, government taxes and fees are additional. Shipboard credit is up to $25 per person for a maximum of $50 
per stateroom. Ships’ Registry: The Netherlands.

Join us on this AAA Hosted Cruise, sailing out of Seattle’s scenic 

Puget Sound aboard Holland America’s classic ms Eurodam. 

Enjoy up to $50 shipboard credit per stateroom, an onboard 

social reception, and other AAA surprises!

CALL OR VISIT AAA TODAY!

 | 1729 SW Court Avenue, Pendleton

A A A  M E M B E R 

A P P R E C I AT I O N 

ALASKA 

CRUISE
September 8, 2018

Starting at $899*

       

5/21-22
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie • 5/23 • 12:00 PM
Trading Places

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

DEADPOOL 2 (R) 
3:50* 4:30 6:30 7:10  
9:10 9:50

LIFE OF THE PARTY 
(PG13)
4:40 7:20 9:40

AVENGERS:  
INFINITY WAR (PG13)
3:40* 6:50 10:00

OVERBOARD (PG13)
4:20 7:00 9:30

       

5/18-20
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie • 5/23 • 12:00 PM
Trading Places

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

DEADPOOL 2 (R) 

1:10* 1:50* 3:50* 4:30 6:30 

7:10 9:10 9:50

LIFE OF THE PARTY (PG13)
12:00* 2:20* 4:40 7:20 9:40

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR 
(PG13)
12:30* 3:40* 6:50 10:00

OVERBOARD (PG13)
11:40* 2:00* 4:20 7:00 9:30

McKay Creek Estates

www.PrestigeCare.com
McKay Creek Estates
7607 Southgate Pl.
Pendleton, OR 97807

FREE Cognitive 
Screening

To schedule your cognitive screening today, please call (541) 704-7146.

There are many early warning signs of a 

potential memory disorder, such as Alzheimer’s 

disease. That’s why we’re offering a FREE 

and CONFIDENTIAL cognitive screening. We 

encourage anyone who is concerned about 

cognitive decline to take this short, in-person 

screening. The screening is administered by a 

qualified health care professional.

Is Mom a 

little more 

forgetful 

lately?


