Page 10A  East Oregonian

NATION/WORLD

Saturday, May 19, 2018

BRIEFLY

Airliner with 110
aboard crashes
in Cuba,

3 said to survive

HAVANA (AP) —

A 39-year-old airliner
with 110 people aboard
crashed and burned in a
cassava field just after
taking off from the
Havana airport Friday,
leaving three survivors
in Cuba’s worst
aviation disaster in
three decades, officials
said.

The Boeing 737
went down just after
noon a short distance
from the end of the
runway at Jose Marti
International Airport
while on a short-hop
flight to the eastern city
of Holguin. Firefighters
rushed to extinguish the
flames that engulfed
the field of debris left
where Cubana Flight
972 hit the ground.

“There is a high
number of people
who appear to have
died,” Cuban President
Miguel Diaz-Canel
said from the scene.
“Things have been
organized, the fire
has been put out, and
the remains are being
identified.”

Relatives of those
aboard were ushered
into a private area at
the terminal to await
word on their loved
ones.

“My daughter is 24,
my God, she’s only
241” cried Beatriz
Pantoja, whose
daughter Leticia was on
the plane.

State TV said the
jet veered sharply to
the right after takeoff,
and Diaz-Canel said
a special commission
had been formed to
investigate the cause of
the crash.

Trump says spy
infiltrated his
campaign; lawyer
casts doubt

WASHINGTON
(AP) — President
Donald Trump accused
the Justice Department
on Friday of trying
to frame him by
planting a spy in his
2016 campaign — an
allegation his own
lawyer said might not
be true.

Promoting a theory
that is circulating in
conservative circles,
Trump quoted Fox
Business anchor David
Asman and tweeted:
“Apparently the DOJ
put a Spy in the Trump
Campaign. This has
never been done before
and by any means
necessary, they are out
to frame Donald Trump
for crimes he didn’t
commit.”

But Trump lawyer
Rudy Giuliani cast
some doubt on that.

On whether there
was an “informant” in
the 2016 presidential
campaign, Giuliani
told CNN, “I don’t
know for sure, nor
does the president, if
there really was one,”
though he said they
have long been told
there was “some kind
of infiltration.”

Last week, the
National Review
raised the question of
a possible FBI spy in
Trump’s campaign.
The article cites work
by Republican Rep.
Devin Nunes, an ardent
Trump supporter and
head of the House
intelligence committee,
who has demanded
information on an FBI
source in the Russia
investigation.

Virginia Sen.

Mark Warner, the top
Democrat on the Senate
intelligence committee,
objected Friday to such
demands, emphasizing
“the critical importance
of protecting sources
and methods.”

Texas school shooting kills 10

Deadliest shooting
since Parkland

By JUAN A. LOZANO
Associated Press

SANTA FE, Texas — A
17-year-old armed with a
shotgun and a pistol opened
fire at a Houston-area high
school Friday, killing 10 peo-
ple, most of them students,
authorities said. It was the
nation’s deadliest such attack
since the massacre in Florida
that gave rise to a campaign
by teens for gun control.

The suspected shooter,
who was in custody on mur-
der charges, also had explo-
sive devices that were found
in the school and nearby,
said Gov. Greg Abbott, who
called the assault “one of the
most heinous attacks that
we’ve ever seen in the his-
tory of Texas schools.”

Investigators offered no
immediate motive for the
shooting. The governor said
the assailant intended to kill
himself but gave up and told
police that he did not have
the courage to take his own
life.

The deaths were all
but certain to re-ignite the
national debate over gun reg-
ulations, coming just three
months after the Parkland,
Florida, attack that killed 17
people at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School.

“It’'s been happening
everywhere. ['ve always
kind of felt like that even-
tually it was going to hap-
pen here too,” Santa Fe High
School student Paige Curry
told Houston television sta-
tion KTRK. “T don’t know.
I wasn’t surprised. I was just
scared.”

Another 10 people were
wounded at the school in
Santa Fe, a city of about
13,000 people roughly 30
miles southeast of Hous-
ton. The wounded included
a school police officer who
was the first to confront
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A man hugs a woman outside the Alamo Gym where parents wait to reunite with their
children following a shooting at Santa Fe High School in Santa Fe, Texas, on Friday.

Stuart Villanueva/The Galveston County Daily News via AP
Santa Fe High School student Dakota Shrader is com-
forted by her mother Susan Davidson following a
shooting at the school on Friday in Santa Fe, Texas.
Shrader said her friend was shot in the incident.

the suspect and got shot in
the arm. Hospitals reported
treating a total of 14 peo-
ple for injuries related to the
shooting.

Michael Farina, 17, said
he was on the other side of
campus when the shooting
began. He heard a fire alarm
and thought it was a drill. He
was holding a door open for
special education students in
wheelchairs when a princi-

AP Photo/Peter Dejong
People attach a U.S. flag when decorating their home
along the route the royal couple will travel in Windsor,
England, Friday.

Windsor gears up
for royal wedding

Associated Press

WINDSOR, England —
Meghan Markle will have
an heir to the British throne
walk her down the aisle —
and have her mother and
friends on hand for support
— when she marries Prince
Harry at Windsor Castle.

Friday’s announcement
that Markle has asked her
future father-in-law Prince
Charles to offer a support-
ing elbow, stepping in for
Markle’s father after he
became ill, meant arrange-
ments were almost com-
plete for Saturday’s royal
wedding.

The event’s mix of roy-
alty, celebrity, pomp and
ceremony has drawn strato-
spheric levels of interest
around the world and will
be broadcast live to tens of
millions.

Kensington Palace said
Prince Charles “is pleased
to be able to welcome Ms.
Markle to the royal family
in this way” after Markle’s
father Thomas was unable
to attend due to illness.

Thousands of well-wish-
ers descended Friday on
Windsor amid final prepa-
rations for the wedding,

which has drawn royal
fans and an international
media throng to the castle
town and royal residence
25 miles west of London.

Union Jacks have been
unfurled, security barri-
ers and police patrols put
into place and fans were
already camping out to
capture the prime view-
ing positions for Saturday’s
royal carriage ride through
the town.

Harry and Prince Wil-
liam, his brother and best
man, delighted royal fans
when they emerged from
Windsor Castle late Fri-
day afternoon to greet
well-wishers.

Tens of thousands of
spectators, including many
Americans who have come
in support of the Cali-
fornia-born Markle, are
expected in Windsor to
soak up the royal atmo-
sphere. British police say
they will be subject to air-
port-style security scan-
ners and bag searches.
Metal barriers have also
been erected to stop vehi-
cle attacks like the ones
that killed several people
on London and Westmin-
ster bridges last year.

pal came bounding down the
hall and telling everyone to
run. Another teacher yelled
out, “It is real!”

Students were led to take
cover behind a car shop
across the street from the
school. Some still did not
feel safe and began jumping
the fence behind the shop to
run even farther away, Farina
said.

“I debated doing that

Facebook via AP
This undated photo from
Facebook shows Dimitri-
os Pagourtzis, who law
enforcement officials have
taken into custody and
identified as the suspect.

myself,” he said.

The suspect was identi-
fied as Dimitrios Pagourtzis,
who appeared to have no
prior arrests or confronta-
tions with law enforcement.
A woman who answered the
phone at a number associ-
ated with the Pagourtzis fam-
ily declined to speak with the
AP.

“Give us our time right
now, thank you,” she said.

Pagourtzis made his ini-
tial court appearance Fri-
day evening by video link
from the Galveston County
Jail. A judge denied bond
and took his application for a
court-appointed attorney.

He played on the junior
varsity football team and was
a member of a dance squad
with a local Greek Ortho-
dox church. Acquaintances
described him as quiet and
unassuming, an avid video
game player who routinely
wore a black trench coat and
black boots to class.

The suspect obtained
the shotgun and a .38-cali-
ber handgun from his father,
who owned them legally,
Abbott said. It was not clear
whether the father knew his
son had taken them.

Investigators were deter-
mining whether the shot-

gun’s  shortened  barrel
was legal, Texas Sen. John
Cornyn said.

The assailant’s home-

made explosives included
pipe bombs, at least one
Molotov cocktail and pres-
sure-cooker bombs similar
to those used in the Boston
Marathon attack, authorities
said.

While cable news chan-
nels carried hours of live
coverage, survivors of the
Feb. 14 Florida attack took
to social media to express
grief and outrage.

“My heart is so heavy for
the students of Santa Fe High
School. It’s an all too familiar
feeling no one should have to
experience. [ am so sorry this
epidemic touched your town
— Parkland will stand with
you now and forever,” Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas stu-
dent Jaclyn Corin said in a
tweet.

She also directed her frus-
tration at President Donald
Trump, writing “Our chil-
dren are being MURDERED
and you’re treating this like
a game. This is the 22nd
school shooting just this
year. DO SOMETHING.”
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