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Lava shoots into the night sky from active fissures on the lower east rift of the Kilauea volcano Tuesday near Pahoa, Hawaii.

Rocks spewing from Hawaii volcano

Senate backs effort

to restore

‘net

neutrality’ rules

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Senate Democrats, joined
by three Republicans,
pushed through a mea-
sure Wednesday intended
to revive Obama-era inter-
net rules that ensured equal
treatment for all web traf-
fic, though opposition in the
House and the White House
seems insurmountable.

Republicans on  the
short end of the 52-47 vote
described the effort to rein-
state “netneutrality” rules as
“political theater” because
the GOP-controlled House
is not expected to take up
the issue and the Senate’s
margin could not overcome
a presidential veto.

Democrats,  however,
were undeterred, saying
their push would energize
young voters who are tech

HONOLULU (AP) —
Ash emissions from the
summit at Hawaii’s Kilauea
volcano decreased, prompt-
ing the cancellation Wednes-
day of an ash fall advisory.

There are occasional
bursts of ash coming from
the crater causing ash to fall
downwind to several com-
munities, though there are
only trace amounts, said the
Hawaiian Volcano Observa-

tory. Ash plumes on Tues-
day had spouted as high as
12,000 feet into the air, sci-
entists said.

These plumes are sepa-
rate from the lava eruptions
happening about 25 miles
away from summit, where
about 20 lava fissures have
destroyed more than two
dozen homes and forced the
evacuation of residents.

Dense, large  rocks

roughly two feet in diam-
eter were found in a park-
ing lot a few hundred yards
away from Kilauea’s sum-
mit crater, which reflect
the “most energetic explo-
sions yet observed and could
reflect the onset of steam-
driven  explosive  activ-
ity,” the Hawaiian Volcano
Observatory said in a state-
ment, and continues to mon-
itor activity.

Earthquakes continue to
shake the Big Island, with
the most severe at around
8:30 a.m. producing a 4.4
magnitude  quake. The
Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center says there is no tsu-
nami alert at this time.

Scientists say earth-
quakes may shake loose
rocks underground and open
up new tunnels for lava to
flow.

savvy and value unfettered
access to the internet. “This
is a defining vote. The most
important vote we’re going
to have in this generation
on the internet,” said Dem-
ocratic Sen. Edward Mar-
key of Massachusetts, who
sponsored the measure.

At issue are rules that
the Federal Communica-
tions Commission repealed

in December that pre-

vented providers such as
AT&T, Comcast and Ver-
izon from interfering with
internet traffic and favor-
ing their own sites and
apps. Critics, including the
Trump administration, said
overregulation was stifling
innovation.

, and they backed the
FCC’s move, which is
still set to take effect next
month.

Markey said net neu-
trality has worked for the
smallest voices and the
largest, but he said internet
service providers are trying
to change the rules to bene-
fit their interests.

Republicans said they
were willing to work with
Democrats on enshrining
the principle of net neutral-
ity in legislation. But they
wanted to also ensure that
regulatory efforts didn’t get
in the way of innovation
and quickly evolving inter-
net services.

Sen.  John  Thune,
R-S.D., said the inter-
net thrived long before
the Obama administra-
tion stepped in with rules
in 2015, and he predicted
that when the FCC repeal is
in place, consumers won’t
notice a change in their
service.

Trump disclosure of Cohen payment raises new legal questions

NEW YORK (AP) —
President Donald Trump
revealed in his financial dis-
closure Wednesday that he
reimbursed personal attor-
ney Michael Cohen as much
as $250,000 for unspecified
“expenses,” with no mention
of a $130,000 payment to
porn actress Stormy Daniels
to keep quiet about a sexual
tryst she said they had.

The head of the nation’s

ethics office  questioned
why Trump didn’t include
this in his previous year’s
sworn disclosure and passed
along his concerns to federal
prosecutors.

“I am providing both
reports to you because you
may find the disclosure rele-
vant to any inquiry you may
be pursuing,” David Apol,
acting director of the Office
of Government Ethics, wrote

to Deputy Attorney General
Rod Rosenstein.

Apol wrote that he con-
siders Trump’s payment to
Cohen to be a repayment on a
loan and that it was required
to be included in Trump’s
June 2017 disclosure. Eth-
ics experts says that if that
payment was knowingly
and willfully left out, Trump
could be in violation of fed-
eral ethics laws.

“This is a big deal and
unprecedented. No President
has been previously subject
to any referral by (Office of
Government Ethics) to DOJ
as a result of having failed to
report an item on their public
financial disclosure report,”
said Virginia Canter, with the
watchdog group Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington.

How Trump dealt with the

Daniels hush money in his
disclosure has been closely
watched, particularly after
his attorney Rudy Giuliani
gave interviews earlier this
month saying the president
had reimbursed Cohen in a
series of payments after the
campaign was over. Trump
and Giuliani have clashed
over what the president knew
and when he knew it.
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type, Trump said he reim-
bursed Cohen for “expenses”
ranging from $100,001 to
$250,000.

The Cohen footnote
appears in a report giving
the first extended look at
Trump’s income from his
properties since he became
president. In all, Trump took
in at least $453 million from
hotels, resorts, books and
other business ventures.
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