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Air museum 
soars with grand 
opening

PENDLETON — With 
a goal of preserving Pend-
leton’s aviation and mili-
tary history, the Pendleton 
Air Museum is celebrating 
its downtown home.

A group of enthusiasts 
initially formed in 1989. 
And nearly 30 years later, 
they opened the doors to 
their first physical museum 
last fall. The group is cel-
ebrating with a Pendleton 
Chamber of Commerce 
ambassadors ribbon-cut-
ting event. The grand 
opening is Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. (ribbon-cut-
ting at 11:15 a.m.) at 21 
S.W. Emigrant Ave., Pend-
leton. There is no admis-
sion charge.

People are invited to 
stop by and check out the 
new history and cultural 
museum. The event will 
include refreshments and 
door prizes. Be sure to bing 
a camera and have your 
picture taken with a Rosie 
the Riveter or a World War 
II soldier. Also, people can 
learn how to get involved 
as a museum member.

For more information, 
contact Becky Dunlap at 
pendletonairmuseum@
gmail.com, 541-278-0141 
or visit www.pendletonair-
museum.org.

BMCC ag 
department sets 
surplus auction

PENDLETON — Peo-
ple can pick up needed 
items at the Surplus Equip-
ment Auction at Blue 
Mountain Community 
College.

Organized by the 
school’s agriculture depart-
ment, the event is Satur-
day at 9 a.m. in the Uma-
tilla Hall north parking lot 
at 2411 N.W. Carden Ave., 
Pendleton. A preview is 
available from 8-9 a.m.

Everything from a 1981 
Chevrolet truck, tool boxes 
and a Craftsman table saw 
to a Hesston self-propelled 
swather, irrigation pipes 
and Powder River panels 
and gates will be up for 
bid. Cash, VISA and debit 
cards will be accepted. 
A partial list of items and 
some photos are avail-
able at www.bluecc.edu/
auction. All items are sold 
as-is and must be removed 
on the day of the sale.

For more information, 
contact Preston Winn at 
541-278-5847 or pwinn@
bluecc.edu.

Writing workshop 
features regional 
authors

PENDLETON — Writ-
ers interested in honing 
their skills and hearing 
from regional authors are 
invited to a special event in 
Pendleton.

The Oregon Writing & 
Literary Summit is Satur-
day from 1-6 p.m. in Pio-
neer Hall at Blue Moun-
tain Community College, 
2411 N.W. Carden Ave. 
BMCC in coordination 
with the Pendleton Pub-
lic Library and Oregon 
Humanities are offering 
the event free of charge.

The opening keynote 
speaker is Robin Cody, 
a Yale-educated world 
traveler and freelance 

writer from Estacada. His 
books include “Ricochet 
River” (1990) and “Voyage 
of a Summer Sun” (1992). 
Also, Oregon Humanities 
speaker Jason Graham will 
serve as the closing key-
note speaker. Born in Chi-
cago, he is now an Ore-
gon-based performer, artist 
and educator, and is a for-
mer slam poetry champion 
for Oregon. 

The event offers writing 
workshops from regional 
authors, including David 
Axelrod, Jodi Varon and 
Scott Elliott. Also, an 
author showcase provides 
visitors with an opportu-
nity to meet the authors 
and learn more about their 
works. An open mic/happy 
hour runs from 5-6 p.m.

For more information, 
contact Casey White-Zoll-
man at 541-278-5839, 
cwhitezollman@bluecc.
edu or visit www.bluecc.
edu.

Spring Fling 
offers outdoor fun

STANFIELD — More 
than 30 vendors have con-
firmed for Spring Fling In 
Old Town Stanfield.

The event is Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
West Coe Street, Stanfield. 
There is no admission 
charge. Bring an appetite, 
as in addition to the vendor 
booths, there will be food 
trucks.

For more information, 
call Kathy Baker at 541-
571-6388, Lynne Hamblin 
at 541-571-5691 or search 
Facebook.

Open Air Market 
in Echo returns  
to George Park

ECHO — Spring is in 
the air and that means the 
Echo Open Air Market is 
once again starting up.

The first market of the 
season is Saturday from 
4-7 p.m. at George Park, 
located at Bonanza and 
Dupont streets. Dozens of 
vendors will offer every-
thing from local farm pro-
duced goods and direct 
sales merchandise to hand-
crafted items and artwork. 
There is no admission fee.

The event is held the 
third Saturday of each 
month through October. 
For more information or 
to inquire about becoming 
a vendor, contact echoope-
nairmarket@gmail.com or 
search Facebook.

Dance team 
collects cans, 
bottles

PENDLETON — Peo-
ple are encouraged to 
donate their cans and bot-
tles to the Rhythmic Mode 
Dance Team.

Members of Pendleton 
High School’s award-win-
ning team will collect 
donations Saturday from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Roy Raley 
Park, 1205 S.W. Court 
Ave., Pendleton. 

For more information, 
contact rhythmicmode@
gmail.com.

BRIEFLY

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

Many students would 
love to get inside the mind 
of a teacher. For the past two 
years, some Hermiston stu-
dents have been taking a class 
that allows them to do that — 
with the hopes of finding out 
if they’d like to be teachers 
themselves. 

Students in the Oregon 
Teacher Pathway class con-
ducted research projects, 
each focusing on a specific 
aspect of teaching and how it 
impacts student success. The 
eighteen students will pres-
ent their findings at the sec-
ond annual Oregon Teacher 
Pathway Research Night, at 
Hermiston High School’s 
library on Monday, May 21 
at 6 p.m.  

In its second year at 
Hermiston High School, the 
research-based class aims to 
foster diversity in the field of 
teaching, and give students 
the opportunity to gain col-
lege credit while still in high 
school, and to encourage 
them to become teachers.

Research topics included 
changing core requirements 
to affect the dropout rate, the 
benefits of preschool pro-
grams, including career and 
technical education in core 
requirements, and how hand-
writing instruction impacts 
student success.

Some students picked a 
topic to which they had a per-
sonal connection.

Senior Stephanie Miears 
wrote her paper about teach-

er-student relationships in the 
classroom — a topic she said 
was inspired partly by her 
own experience.

“I’ve had good teachers,” 
she said. “Our relationships 
have made me want to be a 
better student.”

Courtney Wheeler’s 
research paper was about 
programs that low-income 
schools offer to students.

“I thought it would be easy 
to relate to, because we have 
so many low-income schools 
here,” she said.

She said she found out 
about projects like the Back-
pack Program, which sends 
students home with a back-
pack full of food supplies, 
as well as helping students 
afford clothing or activities.

“We just had our prom, 
and upstairs (at Hermiston 

High School), there was a 
place to donate dresses,” she 
said. “If you couldn’t afford 
it, you could find a dress 
there.”

Hannah Thompson’s proj-
ect focused on how teachers 
can reach students with dif-
ferent learning styles.

“One thing I learned is that 
students benefit from know-
ing what type of learner they 
are,” she said. Thompson said 
she was able to observe some 
of the different learning styles 
in action while working at a 
local elementary school. 
During math lessons, she 
said, styles would become 
more apparent.

“One liked to use graphs, 
and one would prefer a num-
ber line,” she said. 

Students spent the whole 
year in the Oregon Teacher 

Pathway class learning about 
different aspects of teach-
ing, and honing their research 
skills. 

“We’re used to the ‘intro 
paragraph, three body para-
graphs, closing paragraph,’” 
Thompson said. These 
essays were longer and more 
detailed, she said, and stu-
dents learned how to navigate 
some of the research data-
bases that will become fre-
quently-used tools in college.

Teacher Ericka Keefauver 
said the program has grown, 
from nine students last year to 
18 this year, and she hopes to 
see even more sign up in the 
future.

Four of this year’s stu-
dents, including Miears, 
Thompson and Wheeler, are 
headed to Eastern Oregon 
University to study education. 

HERMISTON

Students become the teachers

Staff photo by Jayati Ramakrishnan

Hannah Thompson, Courtney Wheeler and Stephanie Miears, students in the  
Oregon Teacher Pathway class, will study education at EOU starting in the fall.           
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The Hermiston City Coun-
cil passed a supplemental 
budget Monday as the fiscal 
year draws to a close.

The supplemental budget 
included $20,000 for a feasi-
bility study for a new aquatic 
or recreation center. In the 
2018-2019 budget, which the 
city’s budget committee has 
passed but the city council has 
yet to approve, a parks fore-
man position is being added 
to address day-to-day mainte-
nance of parks, freeing up the 
parks and recreation direc-
tor to address more longterm 
vision projects like the feasi-
bility study and a parks mas-
ter plan.

City departments cannot 
spend more money than the 
city council has appropriated 
to them, so when unexpected 
expenses come up staff must 
go back to the council for 
approval of a supplemen-
tal budget. Monday’s supple-

mental budget included sev-
eral items that the city had not 
planned for when it passed 
the budget a year ago, includ-
ing $33,000 for a boiler repair 
at the Hermiston Family 
Aquatic Center and $35,000 
for a pump repair on a city 
well.

City manager Byron Smith 
said the supplemental budget 
was a net increase, however, 
due to the fact that it included 
$595,000 in revenue from 
Umatilla County for equip-
ment and other supplies for 
the Eastern Oregon Trade and 
Event Center.

On Monday the council 
also approved a lease with 
Ross-Brandt Electric. The 
electrical contractor has been 
leasing space inside the “blue 
hangar” at the Hermiston 
Municipal Airport for years, 
assistant city manager Mark 
Morgan said, but Federal Avi-
ation Administration rules 
dictate the company must give 
up the space to an aviation-re-
lated tenant if one comes 

along and requests the space. 
Morgan said the ground lease 
the council approved Mon-
day was for approximately 
one acre of city-owned land 
on Airport Road where Ross-
Brandt Electric plans to build 
a new building, allowing the 
city to maintain the company 
as a tenant while also freeing 
up space inside the airport for 
an aviation-related tenant.

During the council report-
ing portion of Monday’s 
meeting, Clara Beas Fitzger-
ald said the Hermiston Cinco 
de Mayo’s first year out at 
EOTEC was a success. 

She said organizers esti-
mated about 5,000 people 
attended over the course of 
the weekend. That was a lit-
tle less than last year’s atten-
dance, she said, but last year 
had great weather while this 
year saw rain. The entertain-
ment had to be moved inside 
the event center on Sun-
day due to the downpour, 
but Beas Fitzgerald praised 
Al Davis, the new EOTEC 

manager brought in by Venu-
Works, as “very flexible and 
understanding” and said he 
was representing the city well 
at EOTEC.

“He wanted to make things 
work,” she said.

Mayor David Drotzmann 
said EOTEC has been very 
busy lately. Events held out 
there in the last few weeks 
have included Cinco de Mayo, 
bull riding, college rodeo, 
high school rodeo, a Moth-
er’s Day rodeo and festival, a 
rock and gem show, meetings 
and private events. An audi-
ence member requested the 
city look into creating a mas-
ter calendar of large events 
hosted at EOTEC, the Herm-
iston Community Center and 
Hermiston School District 
facilities so that local restau-
rants can have a heads-up 
about large crowds of visitors 
coming into town.

The next Hermiston City 
Council meeting is May 29. It 
is being held on a Tuesday to 
avoid Memorial Day.

Hermiston passes supplemental budget

Al Plute to act  
as own contractor

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian 

A significant amount of 
money from the Pendleton 
Development Commission’s 
second story program is now 
invested in the third story of the 
Bowman Building. Acting as 
the development commission, 
the Pendleton City Council 
voted Tuesday to grant building 
owner Al Plute $340,928 from 
the second-story and façade 
grant programs to add 18 apart-
ment units to the third floor of 
the 17 S.W. Frazer Ave. build-
ing. Collectively, the grants 
cover about 27 percent of the 
project’s cost. 

Mayor John Turner said 

Plute’s project was exactly 
the kind of investment the 
city was looking for. 

“We’ve been trying to get 
projects like this going for 
a long time downtown,” he 
said. “I wish Al well. I hope 
he makes a profit off of it and 
leads the way for a number of 
other building owners down-
town that we’re trying to 
entice to do similar projects.” 

Councilor Scott Fairley 
was concerned that much of 
the information about Plute’s 
grant applications was com-
ing to the council during the 
meeting, which didn’t give 
him much time to consider it. 

City Manager Robb Cor-
bett said Plute struggled to 
secure multiple bids for the 
project, an eligibility require-
ment for the project. 

The lowest bidder ended 

up being Plute himself, who 
said he could complete the 
project for $1.3 million act-
ing as his own contractor. 

Corbett said he wasn’t 
comfortable recommending 
the grant request until he met 
with Joseph Hull of McCor-
mack Construction earlier 
Tuesday afternoon. 

According to Corbett, 
Hull verified that they were 
good bids and explained that 
the most likely reason Plute 
wasn’t receiving many bids 
is because most construc-
tion companies were booked 
with other projects during the 
warm-weather months. 

A former city councilor, 
Plute also tried to alleviate 
Fairley’s worries by high-
lighting his past track record. 

“This isn’t my first time 
doing a project and doing a 

project under these circum-
stances,” he said. “I did one 
with the Brown Building: it’s 
been successful. I did one 
with the St. George Plaza and 
it’s been successful.”

He added that no one 
interested in downtown sec-
ond story development will 
be able to complete their 
projects for less money than 
the Bowman Building. 

Ultimately, the coun-
cil unanimously voted to 
approve the grants, although 
Councilor McKennon 
McDonald recused herself 
because of personal dealings 
between Plute and her hus-
band, Jordan McDonald. 

Plute said he would meet 
with lenders to secure financ-
ing for the project and prom-
ised to update the council as 
the project went along. 

Bowman project gets $341K grant
PENDLETON
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Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie • 5/23 • 12:00 PM
Trading Places

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

DEADPOOL 2 (R) 
7:00 9:30

LIFE OF THE PARTY (PG13)
4:50 7:10 9:30

OVERBOARD (PG13)
4:40 7:20 9:50

AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR (PG13)
7:00
3D  3:50* 10:10

I FEEL PRETTY (PG13) 
7:30

RAMPAGE (PG13) 
5:00 10:00

BAD SAMARITAN (R)
4:00

DENTAL Itsuratce
Physiciats Mutual Itsuratce Compaty

A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Speed performance allowing vou to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjov big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 ! 50X faster than DSL!!** ! High speed with fiber optic technology

! Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLinkh  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers varv bv speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 ! Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps ! Available everywhere

! Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months


