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Guard must train at least 39 
days a year and could only 
be deployed by the fed-
eral government for war 
(the governor, on the other 
hand, can utilize Guard 
units to respond to natural 
disasters). 

That has usually been 
accomplished with drills 
one weekend a month and 
for two weeks during the 
summer.

But in 2016 the law was 
amended so that the presi-
dent could mobilize Guard 
units to non-combat situa-
tions. In response, Johnson 
said, a new “National Guard 
4.0” was implemented, cre-
ating a four-year training 
cycle for many units that 
includes a standard 39-day 
training minimum in the 
first year, a 54-day mini-
mum the second, 60 in the 
third and 63 days in the 
fourth year, with units also 
more likely to deploy and 
on shorter notice than in the 
past.

In practice, said local 
battalion commander Major 
J.W. Lundell, that means 
a “weekend” training will 
sometimes be Thursday 
through Sunday instead 
of Saturday and Sunday, 
requiring days off work for 
some soldiers. It also means 

a four-week training period 
in the summer, although 
Lundell said they are try-
ing locally where possible 
to break it up into two sepa-
rate two-week periods.

“What we’ve gotten 
back (from employers) is 
that they can handle an 
employee being gone for a 
two-week timeframe, but 
any more than that is hard,” 
he said.

Next year, however, the 
62-person Hermiston unit 
will be required to spend 
a 30-day training period in 
Fort Irwin, California.

“There’s nothing I can do 
about that,” he said.

The Guard operates on a 
“year” that runs from Oct. 
1 to Sept. 30, so in order 
to help local employers 
out Lundell said he is try-
ing to get the next year’s 
training schedule directly 
to local employers of sol-
diers by June or July. Herm-
iston-area employers of sol-
diers — who range from 
Auto Zone to Subway to the 
Hermiston School District 
— will also have oppor-
tunities to visit the base in 
Idaho by helicopter while 
their employees are training 
there in order to have a bet-
ter understanding of what 
they do.

Jerry Carlson, the Herm-
iston-based military out-

reach coordinator for 
ESGR, said soldiers are also 
being encouraged to nom-
inate their employers for 
ESGR-sponsored awards 
for being supportive of 
their service in the National 
Guard or other military 
reserves.

On Tuesday no employ-
ers showed up for an infor-
mational meeting at the 
Hermiston armory, but 
Carlson said it was too far 
for some employers, who 
live as far away as Port-
land and the Tri-Cities, and 
noted that his one-on-one 
conversations with employ-
ers have gone well.

Carlson, Lundell and 
Johnson said while there 
are cases for the ESGR to 
mediate on the east side 
of the state, it was very 
rare for an Eastern Oregon 
employer to be anything 
but highly supportive of 
their employees who have 
to leave for days, weeks or 
even months at a time for 
trainings and deployments. 
In some cases, Johnson 
said, employers even go the 
extra mile by doing things 
like continuing health insur-
ance for the soldier’s family 
while they are on a lengthy 
deployment overseas.

“You would be surprised 
by how supportive many of 
them are,” he said.

GUARD: Units train 39 days per year
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erating 1 megawatt of solar 
power. 

When Cypress Creek’s 
array begins pumping power 
to the Pacific Power sub-
station at the base of Air-
port Hill, Patterson said the 
resulting 7 megawatts of col-
lective solar power is enough 
to meet the city’s average 
energy demand. It will also 
meet half the city’s peak 
demand megawatt level. 

While the new array will 
bolster Pendleton’s solar 
power, it will be business as 
usual for Cypress Creek. 

The Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia-based company oper-
ates 70 solar arrays across 
seven states, including Ore-
gon, Idaho, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Geor-

gia, Indiana and Minnesota, 
according to the Cypress 
Creek website.  

Not including the 
in-progress Pendleton facil-
ity, the company’s Oregon 
arrays generate more than 
78 megawatts across seven 

facilities in Bend, Nyssa, 
Ontario and Vale. 

Cypress Creek did not 
return a request for comment 
as of press time. 

Chrisman said the array 
should be complete in the 
next 60 to 90 days. 

SOLAR: Developer will sell energy 
created on site to Pacific Power 
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Work is beginning on a six megawatt solar array on 
58 acres of city land between Interstate 84 and the 
Pendleton Regional Airport. The airport manager ex-
pects the array to begin supplying power in the next 
two-to-three months.  

On Monday night, Smith 
shared with the audience 
a memo he had sent to the 
city council, stating that 
the Maxwell Pavilion proj-
ect would be an “excellent 
venue” for the farmers mar-
ket and other events, and the 
city was still “very support-
ive” of Mitco’s vision and 
projects.

“Our only interest is in 
ensuring that there will at 
least be a market this sum-
mer, regardless of who 
operates it,” he said. “If that 
means it’s Mitco and that 
market appears to be viable, 
then that’s excellent, and we 
can step aside again,” he 
said.

Smith also answered 
some of the claims that 
Myers had made while can-
celing the market, includ-
ing his accusation that city 
building inspector Chuck 
Woolsey was holding up 
projects out of a personal 
dislike of Myers.

Smith said Mitco applied 
for a building permit on 
April 26 and initial plan 
review comments were 
returned May 7, approxi-
mately 7 business days later. 
He said that the city’s build-
ing department has been 
busy handling a number of 
other major projects includ-
ing the data centers, Ranch 
& Home and the new Life-
ways facility. Smith said 
that Myers’ issue with the 
city seemed to be that he 
was not given priority status 
over those projects.

“The problem with that 
is that we view everyone’s 

projects as important; not 
just ones that we’re a major 
funding partner on,” Smith 
wrote. “That’s why we treat 
all projects the same. I think 
seven days to turn around 
an initial review is perfectly 
normal, and it was han-
dled the same as all other 
applications.”

He also addressed other 
claims Mitco had made, 
including statements that 
it was unreasonable to 
require plans for things like 
restrooms and door latches 
when the pavilion wasn’t 
going to have restrooms 
or doors. Smith attached 
a floorplan provided by 
Mitco to the city in the fall, 
when the city was making 
a deal with Mitco to pro-
vide $220,000 in support 
of the pavilion and parking 
project. Those drawings do 
show restrooms and pos-
sible doors on the build-
ing, and Smith said Wool-
sey was trying to clear up 
confusion about “vague and 
conflicting” documents.

During Monday’s coun-
cil meeting a few people 
made statements in support 
of Myers. The strongest 
came from Robert Smith, 
who plans to be a vendor 
at the market. He called for 
both Woolsey and Fetter’s 
resignation or firing.

“For those of you who 
are here, I suggest you cut 
ties with the city of Herm-
iston, as they can no lon-
ger be trusted,” he told the 
audience.

John Finley, another ven-
dor, said he was in Pendle-
ton recently and a Pendle-
ton resident remarked to 
him that the farmers mar-
ket upheaval sounded like 
something that would hap-
pen in Pendleton, and “we 
don’t want to be Pendle-
ton.” He said it seemed like 
the city was making unrea-
sonable demands of Myers.

On Friday, when 
announcing he was hold-
ing the farmers market after 
all, Myers said it will be 
rebranded as the Maxwell 
Market and will run Thurs-
day evenings from about 
4-8 p.m. The market will be 
held on property Mitco owns 
on South First Street, across 
the street from the Maxwell 
Event Center located at 145 
N. First Place. Myers said 
it will take place under a 
temporary shade tent until 
the Maxwell Pavilion is 
completed.

He also said he is waiv-
ing all vendors’ fees and 
providing items like tables 
and security for vendors at 
no charge. The market is 
expected to start May 24.

MARKET: Myers said he plans 
to waive fees for all vendors
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there will at least be a  
market this summer, regardless of 

who operates it.”
— Byron Smith, 

Hermiston city manager

ST. LOUIS (AP) — 
Missouri Gov. Eric Greit-
ens declared victory Mon-
day as prosecutors abruptly 
dropped a felony inva-
sion-of-privacy charge 
alleging he had taken a 

revealing photo of a woman 
with whom he has acknowl-
edged having an affair.

The St. Louis circuit 
attorney’s office said it still 
plans to pursue the case, 
either through a special 

prosecutor or an appointed 
assistant. But Greitens’ 
attorneys said the case was 
crumbling under a lack 
of evidence and doubted 
any charge would ever be 
refiled.

Sex-related charge dropped against Missouri governor
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After 26 years of continued service to our community, 

it is with deep respect and gratitude that we announce 

the retirement of Joseph R. Gifford, M.D., Family Practice 

Physician. As of April 2018, Dr. Gifford is no longer  

seeing patients at the Gifford Medical Center.
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We wish Dr. Gifford and his family the best of 

luck as they embark on their new journey. 

Thank you Dr. Gifford for 
serving our community!

To find out more about what Oticon Opn can do for you,  
talk to your hearing care professional today.
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It distinguishes between speech and background 
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gives you a natural hearing experience.
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smartphone to 
control your 
hearing devices.
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