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ARC Foundation 
cancels golf 
tournament

UMATILLA — 
The ARC Employee 
Foundation Golf 
Tournament scheduled for 
May 19 at Big River Golf 
Course has been canceled. 

Due to numerous 
events during the 
weekend, organizers 
indicated they didn’t have 
enough people sign up for 
the tournament.

They will return 
payment to people who 
have already submitted 
registration and money. 
Items donated for the 
event will be donated to 
the Hermiston Warming 
Station.

For more information, 
contact Megan Olsen, Big 
River general manager, at 
541-922-3006 or megan@
golfbigriver.com.

Crafters gather  
in pasture

HERMISTON — 
Local crafters, artisans 
and junkers are gathering 
together for some outdoor 
fun.

People can shop, eat 
and visit with friends 
during Crafters in the 
Pasture. The event is 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at 78532 Highway 
207, Hermiston. There is 
no admission charge.

Items available include 
unique handcrafted 
items, direct sales 
products, re-purposed 
decor, farmhouse signs, 
handmade baby clothes 
and “good” junk. The 
vendor fee is $50.

For more information, 
contact 509-707-3088, 
crafters@charter.net or 
search Facebook.

McGriff to 
headline event

PENDLETON — A 
writer referred to as “one 
of two or three best poets 

in America today” by 
notable northwest author 
Joe Wilkins will headline 
this month’s First Draft 
Writers’ Series.

Michael McGriff, 
who grew up in Coos 
Bay, became a Stegnor 
Fellow and now teaches 
in the University of 
Idaho creative writing 
program and in the 
American International 
School in Vienna. He is 
the co-author of the story 
collection “Our Secret 
Life in the Movies,” 
which was selected as 
one of National Public 
Radio’s Best Books of 
2014.

The event is Thursday 
at 7 p.m. at Pendleton 
Center for the Arts, 214 
N. Main St. After reading 
from his new work, 
McGriff will engage 
the audience in a short 
discussion about the 
themes that are central 
to his work. In addition, 
there will be an open mic 
for local writers to read 
from their work.

 McGriff’s writing has 
appeared in numerous 
publications. Also, 
he is the translator of 
Nobel laureate Tomas 
Traströmer’s “The Sorrow 
Gondola,” and is the 
editor of a volume of 
David Wevill’s essential 
writing, “To Build My 
Shadow a Fire.”

Showcasing notable 
Pacific Northwest authors, 
First Draft Writers’ 
Series meets the third 
Thursday of each month. 
It celebrates writing and 
provides an opportunity 
for people in Eastern 
Oregon to engage in 
discussions about a 
variety of topics.

For more information 
about the writers’ series, 
call 541-278-9201 or 
visit www.pendletonarts.
org. For more about 
McGriff, visit www.
michaelmcgriff.com.

BRIEFLY
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While getting a car from 
mom and dad is a rite of pas-
sage for many teenagers, 
Steve Currin did his sons 
one better: he bought them 
a horse. 

Thousands of dollars 
were on the line at the Pend-
leton Cattle Barons Satur-
day as dozens of participants 
made their bids in an auction 
for well-bred horses or cat-
tle dogs. 

Currin sat in the back row 
at the Pendleton Convention 
Center, but he came away 
with the first horse: a seven-
year-old blue roan gelding 
from Buck Lake, Alberta, 
Canada, named Hustler. 

The $8,500 the rancher 
from Heppner paid for Hus-
tler was a relative bargain 
compared many of the other 
steeds that were sold at the 
cattle barons, some of which 
sold at five-figure bids. 

Currin has one son doing 
rodeo at Blue Mountain 
Community College and 
another at Heppner High 
School. He figures the horse 
described as “very gen-
tle and nice to be around” 
by his original owners will 
make for a good rodeo horse 
for one of his sons. 

“They’re gonna have to 
fist fight to decide who gets 
it,” he said. 

Saturday was the first 
time Currin has bid in per-
son at the auction. He had 
bid over the phone before 
— proxy bidders with a 
cell phone glued to their ear 
weren’t hard to spot — but 
last year was the first time 
he traveled to the auction in 
person to see his son Kolby 
accept a scholarship. 

“It’s a great event,” he 
said. 

Between the canines and 
equines, the lowest winning 

bid came from Roger and 
Patty Rasico, whose $600 
bid netted them the only 
puppy in the auction. 

A previous bidder had 
already won the puppy and 
returned it to the auction 

pool while donating the 
$3,000 bid toward agricul-
ture scholarships. In the next 
round of bidding, the cou-
ple from just outside Pend-
leton got their choice of two 
puppies. 

As their new puppy nes-
tled in her arms, Patty already 
knew the dog’s purpose.

“A companion for senior 
citizens,” she said with a 
smile, referring to herself 
and Roger. 

Locals get their choice animals at 
Cattle Barons horse and dog auction 

PENDLETON

A cow dog 
sleeps during 
the Working 
Dogs Sale 
and Western 
Select Invita-
tional Horse 
Sale during 
the Pendleton 
Cattle Barons 
event at the 
P e n d l e t o n 
Convent ion 
Center.

Staff photo by 

Kathy Aney

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Visitors to the Pendleton Cattle Barons event shop vendors’ booths Saturday at the 
Pendleton Convention Center.
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