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Republicans override
Dem objections to
confirm federal judge

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The politi-
cal battle over President Donald Trump’s
judicial nominees escalated on Thurs-
day when the Senate took the rare step of
confirming the nomination of a Wiscon-
sin attorney to serve as a federal judge
despite the objections of one of his home-

state senators.

The Senate voted along party lines
to confirm Milwaukee attorney Michael
Brennan to fill an opening on the 7th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. The tally
was 49-46. The seat has been open for
more than eight years, the longest for the

nation’s appellate courts.

A similar tactic may be used for Ryan
Bounds, the Hermiston-raised judge who
has been nominated for a seat on the 9th

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Senate gives lawmakers a chance
to weigh in on a judicial nominee from
their home state by submitting a blue-col-
ored form called the “blue slip.” A posi-
tive blue slip signals the Senate to move
forward with the nomination process. A
negative blue slip, or withholding it alto-
gether, signals a senator’s objection and
almost always stalls the nomination.

Until this year, it had been nearly
three decades since the Senate confirmed
a judge without two positive blue slips.
Brennan’s confirmation marked the sec-
ond time it has happened this year. Sen.
Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis., declined to

return her blue slip

The move to go ahead with a hearing
for Brennan and a vote on the floor had
Democrats complaining that Republicans
were eroding one of the few remaining
customs in the Senate that forced consul-
tation on judicial nominations. They also
noted that Republicans used the blue slip
to block one of President Barack Obama’s
nominees for the very same judgeship.

“I’d admonish my friends on the other
side of the aisle, this is a very danger-
ous road you’re treading,” said Senate
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y.
“As everyone knows, the winds of politi-
cal change blow swiftly in America. The
minority one day is the majority the next.”

The warning was reminiscent of the
one that Republican Sen. Mitch McCon-
nell issued when Democrats changed the
rules to lower the threshold necessary
to end a filibuster for district and circuit
court judges. Under the change, the Sen-
ate can cut off debate with a simple major-

ity rather than 60 votes.
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ummit set, detainees free;
rump sees ‘big success’

Associated Press

WASHINGTON Envi-
sioning “a very special moment
for world peace,” President
Donald Trump  announced
Thursday he will meet North
Korea’s Kim Jong Un for highly
anticipated summit talks in Sin-
gapore on June 12. He set the
stage for his announcement by
hosting a 3 a.m., made-for-TV
welcome home for three Ameri-
cans held by Kim’s government.

“We welcomed them back
home the proper way,” Trump
told supporters at a campaign
rally in Indiana Thursday
evening.

Final details in place, Trump
and Kim agreed to the first face-
to-face North Korea-U.S. sum-
mit since the end of the 1950-
53 Korean War. It’s the most
consequential and perhaps risk-
iest foreign policy effort so
far in Trump’s presidency as
North Korea’s nuclear program
approaches a treacherous mile-
stone — the capacity to strike
the continental U.S. with a ther-
monuclear warhead.

Trump says the U.S. is aim-
ing for “denuclearization” of the
entire Korean peninsula, but he
has yet to fill in just what steps
that might include and what the
timing would be.

“We’re starting off on a new
footing,” Trump said of himself
and Kim as he welcomed the
detainees in a floodlit ceremony
at Joint Base Andrews outside
Washington. He hailed their
release as a potential break-
through in relations between the
longtime adversary nations.

He and Kim “will both try to
make it a very special moment
for World Peace!” he said of
the summit later on Twitter. He
told his rally crowd, “I think it’s
going to be a very big success.”

Kim has suspended nuclear
and missile tests and put his
nuclear program up for nego-
tiation, but questions remain
about how serious his offer is

and what disarmament steps he
would be willing to take. The
White House has said with-
drawal of thousands of U.S.
troops from South Korea is “not
on the table.”

Long before dawn Thurs-
day, with the former detainees
by his side on the air base tar-
mac, Trump said it was a “great
honor” to welcome them back
to the U.S. but “the true honor
is going to be if we have a vic-
tory in getting rid of nuclear
weapons.”

The ceremony, which also
featured a giant American flag
suspended between the ladders
of two firetrucks, emphasized
Trump’s penchant for the dra-
matic as he raised expectations
for the summit. And it under-
scored how closely the fate of
his foreign policy agenda is
being tied to the North Korean
negotiations.

He had wanted to hold the
summit in the demilitarized
zone between the two Koreas
but yielded to the concerns of
officials who thought a DMZ
meeting would focus atten-
tion on relations between the

AP Photo/Alex Brandon
President Donald Trump, accompanied by Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, back, shakes hands with former North Korean
detainees Kim Dong Chul and Kim Hak Song, upon their arrival
at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., early Thursday morning.

North and South rather than the
nuclear question.

Vice President Mike Pence,
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, other top officials and
first lady Melania joined the
president for the air base cel-
ebration. The former detain-
ees — Kim Dong Chul, Kim
Hak Song and Tony Kim — had
been released Wednesday at the
end of Pompeo’s visit to North
Korea.

They appeared tired but in
excellent spirits, flashing peace
signs and waving their arms as
they emerged from the aircraft.
One said through a translator,
“It’s like a dream; we are very,
very happy.” They later gave the
president a round of applause.

Pence said Pompeo had told
him that at a refueling stop in
Anchorage, “one of the detain-
ees asked to go outside the plane
because he hadn’t seen day-
light in a very long time.” The
men were taken to Walter Reed
National Military Medical Cen-
ter for evaluation before being
reunited with their families.

Trump thanked North Korean
leader Kim for releasing the

Americans and said, “I really
think he wants to do something”
on denuclearization.

Pence said on NBC News,
“In this moment the regime in
North Korea has been dealing,
as far as we can see, in good
faith.”

Sen. Cory Gardner of Col-
orado, who was among sev-
eral Republican lawmakers who
dined with Trump and National
Security Adviser John Bolton
Wednesday evening before the
detainees returned, said their
release was a positive develop-
ment, but he remained cautious
about North Korea’s intentions.

“We are in uncharted
waters,” he said. “This is the
highest level diplomacy that the
United States has to offer. Fail-
ure would be a significant set-
back to diplomatic efforts.”

As for the venue,
Singapore?

White House spokesman Raj
Shah said the country has rela-
tionships with both the U.S.
and North Korea, meaning both

why

presidents’ security — and a
sense of neutrality — can be
assured.

Located at the southern tip
of Malaysia, the prosperous
city state is a regional Southeast
Asia hub whose free enterprise
philosophy welcomes trading
partners from everywhere. It
has close diplomatic and mili-
tary ties with the U.S. and yet is
also familiar ground for North
Korea, with which it established
diplomatic relations in 1975.

“Since their independence,
they’ve very deliberately devel-
oped a reputation as an honest
broker between East and West,”
said David Adelman, the former
U.S. ambassador.

The White House choreo-
graphed the arrival event at
the air base, the image-con-
scious president telling report-
ers, “I think you probably broke
the all-time-in-history televi-
sion rating for 3 o’clock in the
morning.”
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