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Teacher pension system targets gun sellers

Associated Press

WEST SACRAMENTO,
Calif. — One of the larg-
est public pension funds in
the nation voted Wednesday
to use its financial might to
pressure gun retailers across
the country to stop selling
military-style assault weap-
ons and accessories like rap-
id-fire “bump stocks” used
at the 2017 Las Vegas mass
shooting.

The $222.5 billion Cal-
ifornia  State  Teachers’
Retirement  System  said
it will try to unseat board
members at companies that
resist and could dump its
stock in those retailers if
they still refuse to conform
to laws already in effect in
California.

The fund plans an accom-
panying publicity drive to
leverage the student-led
nationwide push following
the February massacre at a
Florida high school. Fund
officials also are lobby-
ing other pension funds and
investors to join their drive.

The system funds pensions
for more than 900,000 pub-
lic school educators and
their families.

Aside from outlawing
bump stocks and restricting
assault-style weapons, Cal-
ifornia bans sales of maga-
zines holding more than 10
bullets and assault rifles that
can rapidly be reloaded.

Opponents  said  the
board is setting a dangerous
precedent.

If Congress and other
states won’t act to pre-
vent schools “from becom-
ing killing fields, then let’s
take the battle to where the
money is,” said state Trea-
surer John Chiang, a Demo-
crat who led the push and is
running for governor in next
month’s primary election.

The board acted as Demo-
cratic state lawmakers intro-
duced legislation that would
require the nation’s larg-
est public pension system to
similarly pressure retailers
to stop selling military-style
weapons and attachments.
The $350 billion California
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California Treasure John Chiang, a member of the Cal-
ifornia State Teacher’s Retirement System Investment
Committee, discusses his proposal to lobby gun retail-
ers to stop selling weapons and accessories in other
states that are banned in California, Wednesday in
West Sacramento, Calif. The board voted to approve

the measure.

Public Employees’ Retire-
ment System declined to do
so in March.

Both the teachers and
public employee funds
had already divested from
assault weapon manufactur-

ers after the 2012 slayings
at a Connecticut elementary
school.

San Diego area teacher
Jessica Moore told board
members Wednesday that
her job now includes plot-

ting exit routes and com-
forting children during lock-
downs. “I think in terms of
taking a bullet for them,” she
said tearfully.

Retired teacher and San
Diego gun control advo-
cate Carol Landale urged the
board to “hit the gun indus-
try in the pocketbook.”

“I do not want my dollars
invested in an industry that
sells weapons that kill chil-
dren,” Landale said.

Gun Owners of Califor-
nia executive director Sam
Paredes in an email called
Chiang’s support “a des-
perate move by a desperate
politician trying anything to
gain attention.”

Firearms Policy Coa-
lition spokesman  Craig
Deluz said: “Lawmakers
are moving beyond uncon-
stitutionally regulating guns
and towards using the force
of government to bully and
coerce the market. This
isn’t a slippery slope; it’s a
cliff that hostile government
actors are forcing people and
businesses to walk oft.”

The  teachers’  fund
invests about $465 mil-
lion in 10 retailers, but the
bulk — $344 million — is
in Walmart, which did not
respond to a request for
comment.

Walmart is among retail-
ers that already stopped sell-
ing assault weapons and
bump stocks, and Chiang
could not say what more he
wants the company to do.
Sen. Anthony Portantino of
La Canada Flintridge, who
is carrying the related leg-
islation, said recent changes
by Walmart and other retail-
ers show the power of public
pressure.

Board member Paul
Rosenstiel said the fund’s
investment represents less
than 1 percent of Walmart’s
stock and questioned devot-
ing $280,000 for two staft
members to coordinate the
fund’s lobbying effort. But
he went along when the
fund’s chief investment offi-
cer, Christopher Ailman,
said he is working to recruit
other funds to join the effort.

MARKET: Could decide to hold something in new festival area
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February against a nearby
former coal bin building that
Myers had been working to
turn into a restaurant.

City employees had pre-
viously worked with Myers
on various aspects of the
Maxwell  Pavilion proj-
ect, located at 255 S. First
Place across from Bi-Mart.
Myers said he had conver-
sations with parks and rec-
reation director Larry Fetter
about taking over the farm-
er’s market, and in October
the city signed an agreement

with Mitco that the Hermis-
ton Urban Renewal Agency
would contribute up to
$220,000 toward the project
if the accompanying parking
lot was left open to free use
by the public.

But in an hour-long, often
colorful speech, Myers told
vendors present at Wednes-
day night’s meeting that
dealing with the city’s
building department was
like “playing chess with a
pigeon” because Woolsey
was “full of poop” and oth-
ers at city hall needed to
“grow a pair” and handle the

problem.

He said the Maxwell
Pavilion was a pre-engi-
neered metal shade struc-
ture less than 4,000 square
feet with no walls, doors,
restrooms, heating or other
elements to complicate it.
It would take two to four
weeks to finish construction,
he said. He asked the audi-
ence why the city building
department chose to order
all site preparation halted
and mail him a long list of
concerns he had to answer
to, such as submitting a plan
for door latches, before the

site plan review could take
place. Myers said it seemed
that more was being required
of him than more complex
projects in town and the only
reason he could think of was
that a city employee was act-
ing for personal reasons.
Vendors present at the
meeting expressed disap-
pointment in the cancella-
tion of the farmer’s market,
which had been planned for
Thursday nights from June 7
to October 4 at the Maxwell
Pavilion. One questioned
why the city would hold up
the farmer’s market, and

some asked if sponsorships,
entertainment bookings and
other work Myers had done
on the project couldn’t be
moved to a different loca-
tion, or if they couldn’t just
erect tents on the pavilion
site.

Myers said for liability
reasons he felt he couldn’t
hold it there after some
excavation had already been
done. He said the city could
always decide to hold some-
thing on the new downtown
festival street — which he
called “their monument to
themselves” — which is

expected to be completed
around Memorial Day.

Myers encouraged ven-
dors to share the news
release on social media and
show up to complain to the
city council and city man-
ager during their Monday
meeting.

“They have been sitting
idly on this and apparently
they don’t care about small
businesses and people work-
ing to make the community
better,” Myers said.

— Contact Jade McDow-
ell at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.
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As of Wednesday morning, only 14 percent of Umatilla County registered voters had cast their mail-in ballots.
Right: Umatilla County elections manager Kim Lindell, left, gives directions on how to handle a replacement bal-
lot to Norman Staebler and Deanna Brandhagen at the Umatilla County Elections Division office in Pendleton.

BALLOTS: Election Day set for May 15
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on Wednesday, six elec-
tion workers inspected bal-
lots. Beside each woman sat
a tray filled with ballots rub-
ber banded into groups of 50.

The  workers  noted
write-in votes and looked to
see if the voter had darkened
the circle next to the write-in
line. If not, they filled it in.
They looked for marks too
light for the voting machine
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to detect and darkened them.
If a ballot had a spill on it —
such as sticky maple syrup
or ketchup that could clog
the machine — the spill was
covered with tape.

The main thing, Lindell
said, is to honor each voter’s
intent.

Each count is dou-
ble-checked and verified.

“It’s a check and bal-
ance system the whole way
through,” she said.

She said each election has
an ebb and flow.

“The first week after the
ballots go out, there is gen-
erally good turnout and then
it slacks off until the Monday
and Tuesday before the elec-
tion,” Lindell said.

Turnout varies by party.
As of May 7 In Umatilla
County, 1,267 of 8,941 reg-
istered Democrats (13.8 per-
cent) had voted compared
with 2,186 of 14,082 Repub-
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licans (15.5 percent) and 186
of 1,862 Independents (10
percent).

Lindell hopes voters from
every party pick up the pace
soon.

“We need to get the word
out,” she said. “I’d hate to see
less than one half of voters
decide who runs this county.”

Contact Kathy Aney at
kaney@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0810.
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In an interview after
the meeting, City Attorney
Nancy Kerns said the deal
cannot be closed until it
gets approval from a board
associated with Catho-
lic Health Initiatives, the
parent organization of St.
Anthony.

The board meets on a
quarterly basis, Kerns said,
and she expects the sale to
close once the board meets
in June.

St. Anthony Hospital
spokesman Larry Blanc
did not return a request for
comment as of press time.

Although the prop-
erty still belongs to the
hospital, the organiza-
tion granted the city per-
mission to send municipal
employees to clear the site
of brush and debris.

The city is seeking sim-

BOND: City budgeted

$2M to prepare site,
build the foundation

ilar permission from the
hospital to allow the city’s
contractors on the prop-
erty shortly after the city
breaks ground.

In the meantime, the
city is preparing for the
station’s construction
phase.

At the workshop, Pub-
lic Works Director Bob
Patterson said the coun-
cil would approve a bid to
build the station’s founda-
tion and prepare the site at
its next meeting. The city
budgeted $2 million for
those projects and the bids
came in under that amount.

Patterson said the coun-
cil would approve the rest
of the construction costs at
a future meeting.

The new facility, which
will replace Pendleton Fire
Station No. 1 at 911 S.W.
Court Ave., is expected to
open in 2019.
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Thank you
for your
support!

All proceeds benefit
THE HERMISTON CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM
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