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Cold in the interior mountains; pleasant in

central parts. AccuWeather, Inc.
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Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Instructor

SUCS

university, alleging
racial discrimination

EUGENE An
instructor has filed a
lawsuit against Northwest
Christian  University in
Eugene, alleging the
school wrongly fired him
while he was on medical
leave because of work-re-
lated stress.

Johnny Lake, a black
man, claims he lost his
assistant instructor job
in December after facing
race-related discrimination
at the private, Christian

university. The Regis-
ter-Guard reported .
Lake’s lawsuit

describes the school as a
predominantly white insti-
tution with a reputation for
being “unwelcoming” to
students of color, female
students, nonheterosexual
students and students with

has been a supported and
appreciated member of our
university community for
many years. We wish him
the best in the future.”

De Young also said the
university never canceled
Lake’s employment
contract, which calls for
Lake to teach through the
end of the current school

year.
Lake alleges he faced
racially —offensive and

deprecating comments in
faculty and group settings
at the school, and that he
was treated differently
than his white colleagues
when students complained
about him.

Lake took medical
leave for work-related
stress in June at the advice

By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — The father of
a veteran with post-traumatic
stress disorder who was
shot at a government clinic
in Oregon blames Veterans
Affairs for letting down his
son.

Gilbert “Matt” Negrete,
who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan, is in jail in
Medford, charged with
attempted assault and other
crimes after he allegedly

displayed a knife during a
confrontation at the VA clinic
in nearby White City on Jan.
25. A VA guard shot him in
the chest.

“First they shoot him,
now they’re gonna try to put
him away,” his father, Gilbert
Negrete, told The Associated

Alyss Negrete via AP
In this undated photo provided by Alyss Negrete, her
husband, Gilbert “Matt” Negrete, left, with his fa-
ther.Gilbert Negrete Sr. says he is frustrated his son,
a U.S. Army veteran shot by a guard during a violent
confrontation at a Veterans Affairs clinic in White City
earlier this year, has not received the proper care for
post-traumatic stress disorder.

Father of Army vet shot at
Oregon VA clinic feels betrayed

themselves than non-vet-
erans, and up to 20 percent of
Iraq or Afghanistan vets have
PTSD in a given year, the VA
says.

Herbert  acknowledged
her client was disorderly at
the VA center, but said he
was showing symptoms of a
psychotic state.

“My belief is that this
case illustrates how the
VA is not supporting their
vets when they return from
combat needing help,” she
said. “Telling a vet who is
experiencing PTSD to come
back weeks later when their
‘medication is in’ is not being
proactive.”

Negrete’s estranged wife,
Alyss Maio, said he was
troubled when he returned
from his first deployment,
and that she and her father-

disabilities.

Northwest ~ Christian
University Vice President
for Finance and Admin-
istration Gene De Young
called the suit’s allegations
hurtful, unfair and “cate-
gorically untrue.”

“We are disappointed
that a lawsuit is the path
Dr. Lake has chosen to
separate from the univer-
sity,” Gene De Young
said in a statement. “To
be clear, Northwest Chris-
tian University does not
tolerate discrimination or
harassment of any kind.
The university has worked
in good faith to address
Dr. Lake’s concerns over a
number of years. Dr. Lake

of his doctor, according to
the lawsuit. It states the
university “blamed him
for his medical issues”
and that he learned in
March from his insurance
benefits provider that the
university had informed
the company in December
that his employment had
been terminated.

De Young said Lake
has not been fired but
acknowledged that his
benefits apparently had
expired while he was on
leave.

Lake seeks $50,000 in
economic damages for lost
wages, and up to $700,000
to compensate him for
emotional distress and
suffering.

BRIEFLY

Body of missing swimmer
recovered in eastern Washington

PASCO, Wash. (AP) —
Authorities have recovered
the body of a man who
disappeared more than a
week ago while swimming
in Palouse Falls in eastern
Washington.

The man was swimming
with two others on April
21 when two of them got
sucked under water.

The friend was able
to swim to safety but he
remained missing despite a
day-long search.

The Franklin County
Sherift’s office on Sunday
said they found the missing
swimmer.

He was previously
identified as 23-year-old
Isaac Engell of Colville.

Press in a Facebook message.

complained about health care

elude police and menacing

“You would think they would  or VA policies. — that culminated in the
have some concern about “Mr. Negrete returned clinic incident, said Deputy
us. My son needs help not from  combat  seeking District Attorney Laure
prison.” treatment and was turned Cromwell.

VA  spokesman Curt away, time and time again,” Gilbert Negrete, who had
Cashour said the agency Herbert said. driven his son to the clinic
doesn’t provide care to Brent Brooks, who served and witnessed the shooting,
a jailed veteran if the with Negrete in the 10th said he has recovered from

detaining agency has the
duty to provide it. “While a
veteran — or any individual
— is incarcerated, the duty
to provide his/her medical
care generally rests with the
prison or jail,” Cashour said
in an email from Washington.

Matt Negrete, the father of
three children, had become
upset when he went to the
clinic for treatment and was
told to come back later, said
Christine Kantas Herbert,
his court-appointed attorney.
The sheriff’s office says
Negrete was paranoid and
incoherent and that investi-
gators were told he hadn’t

Mountain  Division, said
he was a “really driven,
goal-oriented” soldier. Their
unit  maintained  Kiowa
helicopters and sometimes
came under mortar fire. In
Afghanistan, their second
deployment, a mortar round
tore apart a wooden shack
20 yards from their own,
wounding all the soldiers
inside, Brooks said.

Negrete, whose bail is
set at $265,000, faces trial
on charges stemming from
incidents over three days
— including driving under
the influence of a controlled
substance, attempting to
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his chest wound but is
receiving no psychological
help besides medication.
Brooks said the VA should
have provided better care for
his friend and headed off his
breakdown.

“He’s being punished
because it got to the point
where he couldn’t take it
anymore.” Brooks said in
a telephone interview from
Waterloo, Iowa. “It’s sad,
because it can happen to any
of our veterans. Others try to
get help, and wind up dead or
in jail.”

Military veterans are 22
percent more likely to kill

in-law tried to get him help
many times.

“Matthew drank heavily
upon return from Iraq and
was very angry, he barely
ever slept and when he did the
TV had to be blaring because
he couldn’t handle silence,”
Maio wrote in a message to
AP. “My husband is a good,
generous, caring man. He’s
an amazing father and loves
his children immensely
he just has issues preventing
him from being that.”

Gilbert Negrete fears the
court will gloss over alleged
poor treatment of veterans
at the White City VA clinic,
which received the lowest
score of “1”” — “5” being the
highest — in the VA’s own
assessment of its facilities.

“I feel the court will try to
bury it so the VA gets away
with the way they treat the
vets who are truly lost in the
system,” Negrete told AP.
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