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MEXICALI, Mexico 
(AP) — About 175 people 
in a caravan of Central 
American asylum-seekers 
rested up Thursday ahead of 
the final leg of their month-
long journey to seek asylum 
in the United States, with 
the Trump administration 
warning they could be pros-
ecuted, detained and quickly 
deported.

The migrants — many of 
them women, children and 
transsexuals — were set to 
board buses in the border city 
of Mexicali for a two-hour 
drive to Tijuana to join up 
with about 175 others who 
already arrived.

Lawyers planned free 
workshops on the U.S. immi-
gration system on Friday and 
Saturday as many planned to 
seek asylum starting Sunday 
at San Diego’s San Ysidro 
border crossing, the nation’s 
busiest.

Migrant shelters in 
Tijuana’s Zona Norte neigh-
borhood, home to the many 
of the city’s seedy bars and 
bordellos, were full. That 
forced organizers to look 
elsewhere for temporary 
housing, said Leonard Olsen 
of Pueblos Sin Fronteras, a 
group leading the effort.

Migrants who stayed 
overnight at a shelter in 
Mexicali were tired from the 
long journey and nervous 
about the possibility of being 
detained in the U.S. but also 
knowledgeable about their 
rights to seek protection from 
persecution in their home 
countries, Olsen said. Many 
Central American asylum 
seekers say they face death 
threats by criminal gangs in 
their homelands.

“This is a moment that 
will change their lives,” 
Olsen said in Mexicali, as 
he waited for three buses to 
arrive as Mexican federal 
police officers watched 
nearby.

Caravans have been a 
fairly common tactic for 

advocacy groups to bring 
attention to asylum-seekers 
and the latest group pales in 
size compared to previous 
border surges, but it gained 
huge visibility after President 
Donald Trump unleashed 
strong criticism from the 
moment it began March 25 
in the Mexican city of Tapa-
chula, near the Guatemala 
border.

The caravan drew as 
many as 1,000 people as it 
crossed Mexico as Trump 
and top aides portrayed them 
as a significant threat and 
evidence of a dysfunctional 
border.

Trump cited the caravan 
as justification for the border 
wall he wants to build on 
Thursday, even though the 
asylum-seekers plan to turn 
themselves in to border 
inspectors and are legally 
entitled to seek protection. 
He said he ordered the Home-
land Security Department to 
“stop the caravan” but that 
more needs to be done.

“We need a strong, impen-
etrable WALL that will end 
this problem once and for 
all,” he wrote to campaign 
supporters.

Homeland Security 
Kirstjen Nielsen said late 
Wednesday that any person 
trying to cross into the U.S. 
who makes false claims to 
immigration authorities will 
subject to criminal prosecu-
tion. She said prosecution 
was also possible for any 
people who might assist or 
coach immigrants to make 
false claims in bids to enter 
the U.S.

Nielsen’s threat is consis-
tent with the administration’s 
narrative of widespread 
asylum fraud and claims that 
asylum-seekers are coached 
on what to tell U.S. authori-
ties. The secretary also said 
asylum seekers in the caravan 
should seek protection in the 
first safe country they reach, 
including Mexico.

The U.S. government 
is marshaling resources 

to ensure that cases are 
promptly decided, Nielsen 
said. U.S. Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions has said he may 
assign additional immigra-
tion judges to handle cases 
involving members of the 
caravan.

As Sunday’s showdown at 
the busy Tijuana-San Diego 
border crossing neared, 
Amnesty International 
hoisted a billboard promoting 
the right to asylum in the 
U.S. on a truck in Tijuana 
that drove around the city.

Four locations in Tijuana 
were being set up for lawyers 
to tell the migrants what they 
should expect when they 
turn themselves in to U.S. 
custody for questioning by 
immigration officers.

It is unclear how many 
people will eventually peti-
tion for asylum. Jose Maria 
Garcia Lara, president of 
the shelter in Tijuana, said 
about 35 percent people on 
a caravan last November 
decided to stay in Tijuana.

Migrant ‘caravan’ gathers 
on border for final push
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A mother dresses her child at the Alfa & Omega migrant shelter in Mexicali, Mexi-
co, Thursday as they travel north with a caravan of Central American migrants. The  
caravans have been a fairly common tactic for years among advocacy groups to 
bring attention to Central American citizens seeking asylum in the U.S. to escape 
political persecution or criminal threats from gangs.
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SACRAMENTO — 
More than three decades 
after his trail went cold, one 
of California’s most prolific 
serial killers 
and rapists was 
caught by using 
online genealog-
ical sites to find 
a DNA match, 
prosecutors said 
Thursday.

Investigators 
compared the 
DNA collected 
from a crime 
scene of the 
Golden State Killer to 
online genetic profiles and 
found a match: a relative of 
the man police have identi-
fied as Joseph James DeAn-
gelo, 72, who was arrested 
at his suburban Sacramento 
home on Tuesday.

Authorities didn’t give 
the name of the site, one 
of many that allows people 
to send in their DNA and 
find long-lost relatives, like 
Ancestry and 23andMe.

They also didn’t outline 
the rest of the investigative 
process — how they used 
that match to home in on 
DeAngelo, the former 
police officer accused of 
being California’s noto-
rious Golden State Killer. 
Despite an outpouring of 
thousands of tips over the 
years, DeAngelo’s name 
had not been on the radar of 
law enforcement before last 
week, Sacramento County 
District Attorney Anne 
Marie Schubert said.

Contacted Friday, both 
Ancestry and 23andMe.
com said they weren’t 
involved in the case.

Investigators also 
revealed Thursday that 
DeAngelo is the prime 
suspect in the 1975 killing 
of a community college 
teacher, raising the total 
number of his alleged 
victims to 13.

Detectives are trying to 
link Joseph DeAngelo to 
the slaying and about 100 
burglaries that occurred in 
Visalia, in Central Cali-
fornia, while DeAngelo 

served as a police 
officer in nearby 
Exeter, Visalia 
Police Chief 
Jason Salazar 
said.

The police 
chief said 
he believes 
DeAngelo is the 
so-called Visalia 
Ransacker, who 
terrorized the 

farming community south 
of Fresno from early 1974 
until late 1975.

Authorities alleged that 
he was responsible for 12 
murders and dozens of 
rapes in California from 
1976 to 1986. The suspect, 
they said, was tied to many 
of those crimes through 
DNA.

The Ransacker’s crimes 
have not yet been added 
to the tally announced 
Tuesday in Sacramento 
because there is no DNA 
evidence connecting 
DeAngelo to the Visalia 
crimes, Salazar said.

DeAngelo is suspected 
of shooting to death 
journalism teacher Claude 
Snelling after Snelling 
caught him trying to kidnap 
his 16-year-old daughter, 
Salazar said.

DeAngelo matches the 
description of Snelling’s 
killer, and the serial burglar 
operated the same way 
DeAngelo is alleged to 
have operated in the other 
crimes, Salazar said.

Also Thursday, investi-
gators searched DeAnge-
lo’s home, looking for class 
rings, earrings, dishes and 
other items that were taken 
from crime scenes. Author-
ities were seeking items 
that could link the suspect 
to other crimes.

Investigators: DNA 
from genealogy site 
caught serial killer

Joseph James 
DeAngelo
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