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Trump’s choice for 

secretary of state
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Mike Pompeo, President 
Donald Trump’s choice for 
secretary of state, avoided a 
rare rebuke Monday 
as the Senate 
Foreign Relations 
Committee narrowly 
recommended him, 
but the vote served 
as a warning shot to 
the White House as 
nominees to lead the 
CIA and Veterans 
Affairs are hitting 
stiff resistance.

Pompeo, who’s now CIA 
director, received the panel’s 
approval only after Trump’s 
last-minute overtures to Sen. 
Rand Paul, R-Ky. Pompeo’s 
nomination now goes to 
the full Senate, where votes 
are tallying in his favor and 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said he 
looks forward to voting to 
confirm him later this week.

Trump has been quick 
to fire his top cabinet secre-
taries, but Senate Democrats 
are not so fast to confirm 
replacements. A grilling 
is expected Wednesday of 
Ronny Jackson, the White 
House physician nominated 
to head the VA, and Pompeo’s 
potential replacement at the 
CIA, Gina Haspel, is also 
facing scrutiny.

“Hard to believe,” Trump 

tweeted Monday about the 
“obstruction.” “The Dems 
will not approve hundreds 
of good people... They are 
maxing out the time on 
approval process for all, 
never happened before. Need 
more Republicans!”

Republicans hold 
just a slim Senate 
majority, 50-49, 
with the prolonged 
absence of Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz.

Pompeo’s bid to 
become the nation’s 
top diplomat was in 
the hands of a few 

senators, but received a boost 
Monday when two Demo-
crats, Sen. Joe Manchin 
of West Virginia and Sen. 
Joe Donnelly of Indiana, 
announced their support.

Pressure is mounting on 
senators from all sides. White 
House allies are unloading 
ad campaigns against Demo-
crats from Trump-won states, 
but progressive groups are 
pounding senators’ offices in 
opposition. As soon as Sen. 
Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
announced her support for 
Pompeo, one group called on 
her to switch.

Ahead of the Foreign 
Relations Committee’s 
vote, chairman Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., said of the full 
Senate, “It does appear Mike 
Pompeo has the votes to be 
secretary of state.”

Pompeo nomination 
narrowly clears panel, 
goes to full Senate

HOUSTON (AP) — 
Former President George 
H.W. Bush has been 
hospitalized in Houston 
with an infection, just 
after attending the funeral 
of his wife, Barbara, a 
spokesman said Monday.

Jim McGrath said on 
Twitter that the 93-year-old 
Bush is “responding to 
treatments and appears to 
be recovering.” He was 
admitted Sunday morning 
to Houston Methodist 
Hospital after an infec-
tion spread to his blood, 
McGrath said.

Barbara Bush was 
laid to rest Saturday in 
a ceremony attended by 
her husband and former 
presidents Bill Clinton, 
Barack Obama, George 
W. Bush and their wives, 
along with current first 
lady Melania Trump. She 
was 92, and she and her 
husband had been married 
73 years — the longest 
presidential marriage in 
U.S. history.

The elder Bush uses a 
wheelchair and an electric 
scooter for mobility after 
developing a form of 
Parkinson’s disease, and 
he has needed hospital 
treatment several times in 
recent years for respira-
tory problems.

He attended the funeral 
wearing a pair of knitted 
socks decorated in blue, 
red and yellow books — a 
tribute to his late wife’s 
work promoting literacy.

On Friday, during the 
public viewing of Barbara 
Bush’s casket, George 
H.W. Bush offered his 
hand to many of the 
around 2,500 people who 
walked through the church 
to pay their respects.

A year ago this 
month, Bush spent two 
weeks in the hospital for 
treatment of pneumonia 
and chronic bronchitis, a 
constant irritation of the 
lining of tubes that carry 
air to one’s lungs. Bush’s 
doctors said chronic bron-
chitis is a condition more 
prevalent with age and can 
aggravate the symptoms 
of pneumonia.

Bush was hospitalized 
for 16 days in January 
2017 for pneumonia. 
During that hospital stay, 
which included time in 
intensive care, doctors 
inserted a breathing tube 
and connected him to a 
ventilator.

Spokesman: 
HW Bush 
hospitalized 
with blood 
infection

Mike Pompeo

Massive manhunt 

over after more 

than a day

By SHEILA BURKE
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  
— The mentally unstable 
gunman suspected of killing 
four people in a late-night 
shooting at a Waffle House 
restaurant was arrested near 
his apartment Monday after 
hiding from police for more 
than a day, authorities said.

Police and federal agents 
had mounted a massive 
manhunt for 29-year-old 
Travis Reinking after the 
Sunday morning attacks, in 
which a gunman clad only 
in a jacket used an assault 
rifle to attack a diverse crowd 
of patrons at the restaurant 
before being disarmed by a 
patron.

Construction workers 
told officers Monday that a 
person matching Reinking’s 
description walked into the 
woods near a construction 

site, Lt. Carlos Lara told 
reporters. A detective spotted 
Reinking, who lay down on 
the ground to be handcuffed 
when confronted, Lara said

Reinking carried a black 
backpack with a silver 
semi-automatic weapon and 
.45-caliber ammunition, 
Lara said. Detectives cut the 

backpack off him.
Police spokesman 

Don Aaron said Reinking 
requested a lawyer and was 
taken to a hospital before 
he would be booked on four 
counts of criminal homicide.

It’s not clear why Rein-
king attacked shortly after 
3 a.m. Sunday, though he 

may have “mental issues,” 
Metropolitan Nashville 
Police Chief Steve Anderson 
said earlier.

Police said Reinking 
opened fire in the restaurant 
parking lot before storming 
the restaurant, which had 
about 20 people inside. Four 
people — three of them black 
and one Hispanic — were 
killed and four others injured 
before a customer wrestled 
the weapon away and Rein-
king, who is white, ran out, 
police said.

Police said Reinking stole 
a BMW days before the 
attack. The car was quickly 
recovered, but authorities did 
not immediately link the theft 
to Reinking.

Meanwhile, authorities in 
Illinois shared past reports 
suggesting multiple red flags 
about a disturbed young man 
with paranoid delusions.

In May 2016, Reinking 
told deputies from Tazewell 
County, Illinois, that music 
superstar Taylor Swift was 
stalking him and hacking his 
phone, and that his family 

was also involved.
Reinking agreed to go to a 

local hospital for an evalua-
tion after repeatedly resisting 
the request, the sheriff’s 
report said.

Another sheriff’s report 
said Reinking barged into a 
community pool in Tremont, 
Illinois, last June, and jumped 
into the water wearing a pink 
woman’s coat over his under-
wear. Investigators believed 
he had an AR-15 rifle in his 
car trunk, but it was never 
displayed. No charges were 
filed.

Last July, Reinking was 
arrested by the U.S. Secret 
Service after he entered a 
restricted area near the White 
House and refused to leave, 
saying he wanted to meet 
President Donald Trump. 
Reinking was not armed, but 
at the FBI’s request, Illinois 
police revoked his state 
firearms card and seized four 
guns from him, authorities 
said.

The AR-15 used in the 
shootings was among those 
seized.

Waffle House slaying suspect arrested

James Shaw Jr. 
wrestled away 
gunman’s AR-15

By SHEILA BURKE
Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — 
The man who snatched an 
AR-15 rifle from a gunman at 
a busy Tennessee restaurant 
says his was a “selfish” act 
of self-preservation and he 
doesn’t consider himself a 
hero. Never mind that he is 
being credited with saving 
several other lives.

“When I grabbed the barrel 
of the weapon it was hot, 
but I didn’t care. It was life 
or death,” said James Shaw 
Jr., a 29-year-old Nashville 
resident who found himself 
wrestling with the suspect 
after four people had already 
been fatally shot at a Waffle 
House bustling with patrons 
early Sunday in Nashville.

Shaw joined law enforce-
ment officials and Nashville’s 
mayor at a news conference 
Sunday, some 12 hours after 
the shooting, his right hand 
bandaged. Waffle House 
CEO Walter Ehmer, who was 
also on hand, thanked Shaw 
for his bravery.

“You don’t get to meet too 
many heroes in life,” Ehmer 
said before addressing Shaw, 

who dabbed at tears in his 
eyes. “We are forever in your 
debt.”

Shaw said that after going 
to a nightclub he had decided 
to stop with a friend early 
Sunday at a Waffle House. 
The first one he visited was 
too crowded with overnight 
patrons, so he ended up going 
to another in Nashville.

As he entered the Waffle 
House, he was just two 
minutes ahead of the gunman, 
seating himself at a counter.

Suddenly he heard a loud 

noise, thinking at first that 
freshly washed plates had 
crashed from a stack in the 
restaurant. But he said he saw 
restaurant workers running 
and turned and saw a body 
near the front door as the 
gunman burst in.

It was then that he realized 
he was hearing gunshots.

“I looked back and I saw 
a person lying on the ground 
right at the entrance of the 
door, then I jumped and slid 
... I went behind a push door 
— a swivel door,” Shaw said.  

“He shot through that door; 
I’m pretty sure he grazed my 
arm. At that time I made up 
my mind ... that he was going 
to have to work to kill me. 
When the gun jammed or 
whatever happened, I hit him 
with the swivel door.”

Shaw said as they began 
wrestling he grabbed the hot 
barrel of the gun, ignoring his 
own pain.

“He was kind of cussing 
while we were wrestling 
around. When I finally got 
the gun he was cussing like 

I was in the wrong,” he said. 
“It wasn’t any kind of talking 
between us; I just knew I just 
had to get that away from 
him.”

Of the gun, he added: 
“I grabbed it from him and 
threw it over the countertop 
and I just took him with me 
out the entrance.”

Shaw said after getting the 
man out of the Waffle House, 
he ran one way and saw the 
suspect, naked save for a 
jacket, going another way. 
Police arrested the suspect 
Monday after massive 
manhunt.

Shaw said a bullet appar-
ently grazed him on one 
elbow and he fell and hit his 
knee as he escaped, landing 
in the hospital for a time early 
Sunday.

“I didn’t really fight that 
man to save everyone else. 
That may not be a popular 
thing,” said Shaw, a Nashville 
native who went to college in 
Tennessee and now works as 
a wireless technician. “I took 
the gun so I could get myself 
out” of the situation.

He said he was glad others 
were saved.

When Shaw’s father went 
to visit him in the hospital 
early Sunday before he was 
released, he had one piece of 
advice for his son: “Don’t do 
that again.”

‘It was life or death’

Larry McCormack/The Tennessean via AP

James Shaw Jr., shows his hand that was injured when he disarmed a shooter 
inside a Waffle House on Sunday in Nashville, Tenn.   

Metro Nashville Police Department via AP

Travis Reinking sits in a police car after being arrested 
following a massive manhunt in Nashville, Tenn., on 
Monday. Police said Reinking opened fire at a Waffle 
House early Sunday, killing at least four people.

DRAWINGS FOR PRIZES

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Online registration & race information at

WWW.BUTTECHALLENGE.COM

REGISTER ONLINE BY APRIL 28TH TO ORDER 

A CUSTOM TECHNICAL RACE T-SHIRT

All proceeds benefit THE HERMISTON CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM

Thank you for your support!


