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OBITUARIES

Richard N. (Rick) 
VanCleave, 64, of Sher-
wood, Ore., passed away 
peacefully Sunday, April 
1 surrounded by 
family and friends. 

A gifted labor 
attorney for 38 
years, Rick was 
devoted to family 
and friends from 
all walks of life. 
Born in Ontario, 
he attended grade 
school in the The 
Dalles, graduated 
from Pendleton 
High (1972), 
Oregon State 
(1976) and Willamette Law

School (1980). 
He was a passionate 

golfer, never missed a Pend-
leton Round-Up and adored 
his basset hounds. Rick’s 
love, sense of style, colorful 
zest for life and uniqueness 
will be deeply missed.

Rick is survived by wife 
Kimberly Cobrain; daughter 
Sarah VanCleave-Sweat and 
grandkids Brodee, Kodee 
and Gracee; daughter Katie 

(Todd) VanCleave-Jewell; 
mother Colleen Van Cleave; 
brothers Randy (Debbie) 
Van Cleave and Robb (Lisa) 

Van Cleave; and 
many nieces and 
nephews. 

Rick was 
preceded in death 
by his father, H.N. 
(Bud) Van Cleave.

A Celebration 
of Life will be held 
at The Reserve 
Golf Club, 2:00 
p.m., June 24.

In lieu of 
flowers, memorial 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

may be placed in honor 
of Mr. VanCleave to the 
Shriner’s Hospitals for 
Children (www.shriner-
shospitalsforchildren.org) 
or Pendleton Foundation 
Trust (www.pendletonfoun-
dationtrust.com).

Remembrances can be 
posted at www.Attrells.
com. Arrangements by 
Attrell’s Funeral Chapels 
in Sherwood and Newberg 
(503-538-2191).

Richard N. (Rick) VanCleave
Sherwood 

April 1, 2018

VanCleave

DEATH NOTICES

Gerald R. ‘Joe’ Probstel
Stanfield 

Jan. 23, 1935 - April 19, 2018

Gerald R. “Joe” Proebstel, 83, of Stanfield died Thursday, 
April 19, 2018, in Walla Walla. He was born Jan. 23, 1935, in 
Orchards, Washington. A graveside funeral service with mili-
tary honors will be held Saturday, April 28 at 2 p.m. at Pleasant 
View Cemetery in Stanfield. Burns Mortuary of Hermiston is 
in care of arrangements. Sign the online condolence book at 
burnsmortuaryhermiston.com

Bernard ‘Larry’ Housden
Hermiston 

Nov. 3, 1936 - April 19, 2018

Bernard “Larry” Housden, 81, of Hermiston died Thursday, 
April 19, 2018, in Kennewick, Wash. He was born Nov. 3, 
1936, in Chehalis, Washington. Arrangements are pending 
with Burns Mortuary of Hermiston. Sign the online condo-
lence book at burnsmortuaryhermiston.com

Ruth M. Neally
Hermiston 

Sept. 4, 1925 - April 19, 2018

Former Irrigon resident Ruth M. Neally, 92, died Thursday, 
April 19, 2018, in Hermiston. She was born Sept. 4, 1925, in 
Chicago, Illinois. Services are pending with Burns Mortuary 
of Hermiston. Sign the online condolence book at burnsmor-
tuaryhermiston.com

UPCOMING SERVICES

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
COCHRAN, LUCILE — Celebration of life at 11 a.m. 

at Community Park, 1000 S.W. 37th St., Pendleton. A light 
lunch and sweets will be served.

LOTURCO, BEVERLY — Memorial service at 11 a.m. 
at Berean Baptist Church, 8 N.W. Ninth St., Pendleton.

MEADS, MARGARET — Celebration of life gathering 
at 1 p.m. at the Pendleton Round-Up Grounds Let’er Buck 
Room, 1205 S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton.

NORTON, RALPH  — Memorial service at 3 p.m. at the 
Morrow County Fairgrounds, 74473 Highway 74, Heppner. A 
light meal will be served following the service.

PETERSON, SHIRLEY — Memorial service at 2 p.m. at 
the First Christian Church, 215 N. Main St., Pendleton.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
No services scheduled

MONDAY, APRIL 23
WEINKE, WILLIAM — Recitation of the rosary at 7 

p.m. at Burns Mortuary, 336 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton.

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
JOHNSTONE, PHYLLIS — Graveside service at 1 p.m. 

at Willamette National Cemetery, Portland.
WEINKE, WILLIAM — Mass of Christian Burial at 

10:30 a.m. at St. Helen’s Catholic Church, 70 S.W. Birch St., 
Pilot Rock. Burial will follow at 12:30 p.m. at Olney Cemetery, 
Pendleton. A luncheon will follow the services at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Pilot Rock Community Center, 285 N.W. Cedar Place.

MEETINGS

MONDAY, APRIL 23
ECHO CEMETERY DIS-

TRICT 7 BUDGET COMMIT-
TEE, 3:30 p.m., Echo Fire De-
partment, 301 W. Main St., Echo. 
(Kathy Enright 541-376-8295)

NIXYAAWII COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL BOARD, 4:30 p.m., 
Nixyaawii Community School, 
73300 July Grounds Lane, Mis-
sion. (541-966-2680)

UMATILLA BASIN WA-
TERSHED COUNCIL, 6 p.m., 
Eastern Oregon Higher Educa-
tion Center room 134, 975 S.E. 
Columbia Drive, Hermiston. (Mi-
chael T. Ward 541-276-2190)

MILTON-FREEWATER CITY 
COUNCIL, 7 p.m., Milton-Free-
water Public Library Albee Room, 
8 S.W. EIghth Ave., Milton-Free-
water. (541-938-5531)

HERMISTON CITY COUN-
CIL, 7 p.m., Hermiston City Hall 
council chambers, 180 N.E. Sec-
ond St., Hermiston. (541-567-
5521)

IRRIGON COMMUNITY 
PARKS & RECREATION DIS-
TRICT, 7 p.m., Irrigon Fire Sta-
tion, 705 N. Main St., Irrigon. 
(541-922-3047)

MORROW COUNTY 
HEALTH DISTRICT, 7 p.m., Port 
of Morrow, 2 Marine Drive, Board-
man. (541-676-9133)

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
IONE SCHOOL DISTRICT, 

3:30 p.m., Ione Community 
School, 445 Spring St., Ione. 
Work session at 3:30 p.m., reg-
ular board meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
(541-422-7131)

UMATILLA COUNTY SOIL 
& WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT, 6 p.m., USDA Service 
Center conference room, 1 S.W. 
Nye Ave., Suite 130, Pendleton. 
(Kyle Waggoner 541-278-8049 
ext. 138)

MORROW COUNTY PLAN-
NING COMMISSION, 7 p.m., 
Bartholomew Government Build-
ing upper conference room, 110 
N. Court St., Heppner. (541-922-
4624)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
BUTTER CREEK IRRIGA-

TION DISTRICT, 8 a.m., River 
Point Farms conference room, 
28790 Westport Lane, Herm-
iston. (Bonnie Kyger 509-820-
3202)

ECHO IRRIGATION DIS-

TRICT, 8:30 a.m., River Point 
Farms conference room, 28790 
Westport Lane, Hermiston. (Bon-
nie Kyger 509-820-3202)

MORROW COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, 
9 a.m., Bartholomew Govern-
ment Building upper conference 
room, 110 N. Court St., Heppner. 
(Roberta Lutcher 541-676-9061)

HERMISTON LIBRARY 
BOARD, 4 p.m., Hermiston Pub-
lic Library, 235 E. Gladys Ave., 
Hermiston. (541-567-2882)

THURSDAY, APRIL 26
WEST EXTENSION IRRIGA-

TION DISTRICT, 9 a.m., Irrigon 
Fire Department, 705 N.E. Main 
St., Irrigon. An executive session 
may be called to discuss legal is-
sues. (Lisa Baum 541-922-3814)

SALVATION ARMY ADVISO-
RY BOARD, 12 p.m., Salvation 
Army, 150 S.E. Emigrant Ave., 
Pendleton. (541-276-3369)

LOWER UMATILLA BASIN 
GROUNTWATER MANAGE-
MENT AREA ACTION COMMIT-
TEE, 1:30 p.m., Stafford Hansell 
Government Center, 915 S.E. 
Columbia Drive, Hermiston. (Jan-
et Greenup 541-676-5452 ext. 
109)

MILTON-FREEWATER LI-
BRARY BOARD, 4 p.m., Mil-
ton-Freewater Public Library, 8 
S.W. Eighth Ave., Milton-Freewa-
ter. (541-938-5531)

UMATILLA COUNTY PLAN-
NING COMMISSION, 6:30 p.m., 
Umatilla County Justice Center, 
4700 N.W. Pioneer Place, Pend-
leton. (541-278-6252)

PENDLETON PLANNING 
COMMISSION, 7 p.m., Pendle-
ton City Hall, 501 S.W. Emigrant 
Ave., Pendleton. September 
meeting moved to first Thursday; 
November meeting moved to last 
Thursday. (Jutta Haliewicz 541-
966-0240)

UMATILLA HOSPITAL DIS-
TRICT SPECIAL MEETING, 7 
p.m., Umatilla Medical Clinic, 
1890 Seventh St., Umatilla. An 
executive session will be called 
during the meeting. (541-922-
3104)

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
EASTERN OREGON 

TRADE & EVENT CENTER AU-
THORITY, 7 a.m., EOTEC main 
building, 1705 E. Airport Road, 
Hermiston. (541-289-9800)

OBITUARY POLICY
The East Oregonian publishes paid obituaries. The obituary can in-

clude small photos and, for veterans, a flag symbol at no charge.

Obituaries may be edited for spelling, proper punctuation and style.

Expanded death notices will be published at no charge. These in-

clude information about services.

Obituaries and notices can be submitted online at www.eastore-

gonian.com/obituaryform, by email to obits@eastoregonian.com, by 

fax to 541-276-8314, placed via the funeral home or in person at the 

East Oregonian office.

For more information, call 541-966-0818 or 1-800-522-0255, ext. 

221.

LOTTERY
Thursday, April 19, 

2018
Lucky Lines

04-06-11-14-FREE-17-23-

25-30

Estimated jackpot: $18,000

Pick 4

1 p.m.: 6-9-8-7

4 p.m.: 1-7-0-6

7 p.m.: 0-4-6-8

10 p.m.: 6-0-0-1

Friday, April 20, 2018
Pick 4

1 p.m.: 3-8-2-0

SATURDAY, APRIL 21
WALK MS EASTERN ORE-

GON, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Roy Raley 
Park, 1205 S.W. Court Ave., Pend-
leton. Annual event raises funds and 
awareness for those suffering with 
Multiple Sclerosis. Register online 
at www.walkms.org or at the event. 
(Tracy Leeper 503-445-8342)

WALMART WELLNESS DAY 
EVENT, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Walmart, 
2203 S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton, 
and 1350 N. First St., Hermiston. 
Take advantage of free health 
screenings including blood glucose, 
blood pressure and body mass in-
dex, low-cost immunizations and 
more. (Alysa Schols 503-387-7127)

HIP & HANDMADE, 11 a.m.-
12 p.m., Pendleton Center for the 
Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pendleton. 
Free drop-in project class for adults. 
(Roberta Lavadour 541-278-9201)

MAGIC: THE GATHERING 
EVENT, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Pendleton 
Public Library community room, 
502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. 
For ages 8 and up, no registration 
required. Free. (541-966-0380)

KIDS TIE DYE DROP-IN 
CLASS, 1-2 p.m., Pendleton Center 
for the Arts, 214 N. Main St., Pend-
leton. For ages 7-12. Come to one 
session or all 3. A white bandana will 
be provided for each student; also 
may bring 1 or 2 items to dye (cotton 
only). $10 per session. (Kaisa Hill 
541-278-9201)

STRAIGHT TALK WITH 
BECKY MARKS, 2-4 p.m., The 
Saddle Restaurant, 2220 S.E. Court 
Ave., Pendleton. Share thoughts 
with Ward I councilwoman. (541-
276-9147)

SAGE MOVIE EVENT, 2:15 
p.m., SAGE Center, 101 Olson 
Road, Boardman. Enjoy “The Great-
est Showman” and a bag of popcorn 
for just $3 admission. Bottled water 
and other concessions available for 
cash purchase. (Stefanie Swindler 
541-481-7243)

WESTON CHAMBER 
AWARDS BANQUET, 5:30 p.m., 
Weston Memorial Hall, 210 E. Main 
St., Weston. Catered pork loin din-
ner is $14 per plate. Guest speaker 
is Athena mayor John Shafer. Out-
standing Citizen of the Year, Edu-
cator of the Year, Queen and Grand 

Marshal of the Umatilla County 
Pioneer Picnic will be announced. 
Door prizes. Tickets available at Su-
zi’s Handimart, Longbranch Cafe, 
Weston library or by phone. (Tim 
Crampton 541-566-3737)

ARC BOWLING TOURNA-
MENT FUNDRAISER, 6 p.m., 
Desert Lanes, 1545 N. First St., 
Hermiston. 5-person teams will 
bowl to support The Arc Umatilla 
County. $125 per team includes 2 
games, shoe rental and door priz-
es. Sponsor a team and The ARC 
will fill a team with ARC members. 
Register in advance at the bowling 
alley or by phone. (Kristi Smalley 
541-571-0997)

“GAME OF TIARAS” DINNER 
THEATRE, 6:30 p.m., Irrigon High 
School, 315 E. Wyoming Ave., Irri-
gon. Awesomely Creative Theater 
of Irrigon High School presents a 
mashup of “King Lear,” “Game of 
Thrones”’ and Disney princesses. 
Tickets are $5 and include a spa-
ghetti dinner served at intermission. 
Tickets available in advance or at 
the door. (Linda Pedro 541-922-
5551)

OREGON EAST SYMPHONY 
SEASON FINALE, 7:30 p.m., Vert 
Auditorium, 480 S.W. Dorion Ave., 
Pendleton. Features Mendels-
sohn’s “Violin Concerto,” Beetho-
ven’s “Symphony No. 2” and Mo-
zart’s “Overture to Don Giovanni.” 
Preludes will also perform Lully’s 
“March for the Turkish Ceremony.” 
Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for 
students/seniors and $45 for a 
family of four, available in advance 
online, at the symphony office or 
at Pendleton Art + Frame, or at the 
door. (JD Kindle 541-276-0320)

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
SUNDAY BREAKFAST, 8:30-

9:15 a.m., First Christian Church, 
518 S. Main St., Milton-Freewater. 
Donations accepted. Everyone wel-
come. (541-938-3854)

KIDS KLUB, 9:30 a.m., First 
Christian Church, 518 S. Main St., 
Milton-Freewater. For children of all 
ages. Includes arts, crafts, music 
and more. Free. (Janet Collins 541-
938-3854)

SPECIAL NEEDS OPEN GYM, 
12-1:30 p.m., Pendleton Recreation 
Center, 510 S.W. Dorion Ave., 

Pendleton. Free for special needs 
children and families. (541-276-
8100)

ATHENA CALEDONIAN 
GAMES ROSE DEDICATION 
CEREMONY, 3 p.m., Athena City 
Park Hesketh Rose Garden, S. 
Third St., Athena. A white Jacobite 
rose donated by the Scottish Coun-
try Shop of Portland will be plant-
ed in memory of Mark Seltmann, 
former VP of Athena Caledonian 
Games. A piping tune created by 
Eric Albert of Eugene will be played 
electronically, and the Inland North-
west Chorale will perform. Everyone 
welcome.

EARTH DAY EVENT, 5 p.m., 
Blue Mountain Wildlife, 71046 Ap-
paloosa Lane, Pendleton. Enjoy 
a tour of Blue Mountain Wildlife’s 
facilities and wach as volunteers re-
lease barn owls to the wild. Free, but 
donations are appreciated. RSVPs 
requested at https://docs.google.
com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDLHrx-
mjchJFsaiTZGUXiH891ABIoV_
STPPuaUDFGuQhpS8A/viewform. 
(Lynn Tompkins 541-278-0215)

ADULT OPEN GYM, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Pendleton Recreation Center, 
510 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. 
Half-court basketball. Adults only. 
(541-276-8100)

MONDAY, APRIL 23
WALKING FOR WELLNESS, 

8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center gymnasium, 510 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Good mu-
sic, new friends and indoor walking 
for health. Free. (541-276-8100)

TOT TIME, 10-11 a.m., Pend-
leton Recreation Center, 510 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. For children 
ages 0-5, $1 per child. (541-276-
8100)

OREGON QUILT PROJECT 
DOCUMENTATION DAY, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m., Hermiston Public Library, 
235 E. Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Old 
or new quilts, including quilt tops, 
summer quilts, tied quilts and quilted 
garments may be documented for 
the Oregon Quilt Project, up to 2 
per individual. History of quilt and its 
maker and detailed examination will 
be documented. $10 fee per item 
includes registration number in Or-
egon Quilt Project Archives. Call for 
30-minute appointment. (Jodi Han-

sen 541-567-2882)
PRESCHOOL STORY TIME, 

10:30 a.m., Athena Public Library, 
418 E. Main St., Athena. For ages 
birth to 6. (541-566-2470)

ART STUDIO, 4-5:30 p.m., 
Pendleton Center for the Arts, 214 
N. Main St., Pendleton. Free class 
for ages 7-12 to develop skills and 
encourage art exploration. (Roberta 
Lavadour 541-278-9201)

TUESDAY, APRIL 24
WALKING FOR WELLNESS, 

8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center gymnasium, 510 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Good mu-
sic, new friends and indoor walking 
for health. Free. (541-276-8100)

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME, 
10:30-11 a.m., Stanfield Public Li-
brary, 180 W. Coe Ave., Stanfield. 
(541-449-1254)

ADMINISTRATIVE PROFES-
SIONALS DAY LUNCHEON, 11:45 
a.m., Hermiston Community Center, 
415 S. Highway 395, Hermiston. 
Treat your administrative staff to 
lunch, the comedy stylings of Lar-
ry G. Jones, “Legendary Voices in 
Concert,” and presentation of the 
2018 Professional Assistant of the 
Year award. Tickets are $20 per per-
son or a table of 8 for $140. (Debbie 
Pedro 541-567-6151)

HERMISTON SENIOR MEAL 
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Our Lady of 
Angels Catholic Church parish hall, 
565 W. Hermiston Ave., Hermiston. 
Cost is $4 for adults, free for chil-
dren 10 and under, $4 for Meals on 
Wheels. Extra 50 cents for utensils/
dishes. Bus service to parish hall by 
donation. (541-567-3582)

BOARDMAN SENIOR MEAL 
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Boardman 
Senior Center, 100 Tatone St., 
Boardman. Cost is $4 for seniors 
55 and over or $5 for adults. (541-
481-3257)

CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15 p.m., 
Pendleton Public Library, 502 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Drop in for 
a group or individual craft project. 
All ages. (541-966-0380)

THE ARC ACTIVITY NIGHT, 
5:30-6:30 p.m., The ARC Umatil-
la County, 215 W. Orchard Ave., 
Hermiston. Games, crafts and re-
freshments. (541-567-7615)

PENDLETON EAGLES TA-

COS AND BINGO, 6 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main 
St., Pendleton. Regular packet 
$10, special packet $5. Proceeds 
donated to local charities. Public 
welcome. (541-278-2828)

INSIDE OUTSIDE THE LINES 
ADULT COLORING, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Irrigon Public Library, 490 N.E. Main 
St., Irrigon. Materials provided. Bring 
snacks to share. (541-922-0138)

PENDLETON KNITTING 
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son 
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court 
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

DIY @ THE LIBRARY, 6-8 p.m., 
Pendleton Public Library, 502 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Memorial 
Day craft For adults only. Registra-
tion required, limited to 10. (541-
966-0380)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME, 
6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave., 
Milton-Freewater. For elementary 
school-age children. (541-938-
8247)

TERRIFIC TUESDAY: RIVOLI 
ARCHAEOLOGY, 7 p.m., Heritage 
Station Museum, 108 S.W. Frazer 
Ave., Pendleton. Learn about the 
restoration of the Rivoli Theater 
and what mysteries have been 
found during its renovation. Free. 
(541-276-0012)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
WALKING FOR WELLNESS, 

8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center gymnasium, 510 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Good mu-
sic, new friends and indoor walking 
for health. Free. (541-276-8100)

BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY, 
10-10:45 a.m., Hermiston Public Li-
brary back entrance, 235 E. Gladys 
Ave., Hermiston. Engaging children 
and getting them excited about 
music, improving motor skills and 
sparking creativity while supporting 
early literacy development. For chil-
dren ages newborn to 4 years and 
parent/guardian. (541-567-2882)

STORY TIME, 11:15 a.m., 
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E. 
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-
567-2882)

STANFIELD SENIOR MEAL 
SERVICE, 12 p.m., Stanfield Com-
munity Center, 225 W. Roosevelt, 
Stanfield. Cost is $3.50 for seniors, 

$6 for others. (541-449-1332)
ADVENTURE TIME STORY 

TIME, 2-3 p.m., Hermiston Public 
Library, 235 E. Gladys Ave., Herm-
iston. Stories and activities for de-
velopmentally disabled children and 
adults. Free. (541-567-2882)

ADULT BEGINNERS’ COM-
PUTERS, 3-4 p.m., Pendleton 
Public Library meeting room, 502 
S.W. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Reg-
istration is required. Classes tailored 
to the needs of the attendees. (541-
966-0380)

BULLET JOURNALS, 6 p.m., 
Pendleton Public Library meeting 
room, 502 S.W. Dorion Ave., Pend-
leton. Meet and discuss design, 
layout, technique and more. Washi 
tape and markers will be available. 
Free and no registration required. 
(541-966-0380)

ARTS CENTER HAPPY 
HOUR, 6-7 p.m., Pendleton Cen-
ter for the Arts, 214 N. Main St., 
Pendleton. Make something cool to 
take home. Wine and beer will be 
available by donation. Free. (Kaisa 
Hill 541-278-9201)

FIDDLER’S NIGHT, 6:30-8:30 
p.m., Brookdale Assisted Living, 
980 W. Highland Ave., Hermiston. 
Join the jam session, or just listen. 
Light refreshments included. (Laura 
Mecham 541-567-3141)

VEGAN/SUSTAINABLE LIV-
ING POTLUCK SUPPER, 7 p.m., 
location varies, Pendleton. Bring a 
vegan dish and recipe. Gluten-free 
friendly group. Call to RSVP and for 
driving directions. (541-969-3057)

JOINT COMMITTEE ON STU-
DENT SUCCESS PUBLIC HEAR-
ING, 7 p.m., Hermiston High School 
auditorium, 600 S. First St., Herm-
iston. Help legislative leadership 
develop a plan to improve student 
success by sharing insights on fac-
tors that contribute, or are barriers, 
to student success. Free. (Robin 
Maxey or Megen Ickler 503-986-
1605 or 503-986-1204)

KATHY KOSINS WITH MATT 
COOPER, 7-9 p.m., Pendleton 
Center for the Arts, 214 N. Main 
St., Pendleton. Detroit jazz vocalist 
Kathy Kosins and pianist Matt Coo-
per will perform. Tickets are $12, 
available at the door or by calling 
the arts center. (Roberta Lavadour 
541-278-9201)

COMING EVENTS

By WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — On a hot sum-
mer day in 1978, as her husband mulled 
his first presidential run, Barbara Bush 
headed to Houston’s leafy Memorial 
Park for a jog while she thought about 
what issues she’d like to focus on should 
she become first lady.

Bush was concerned about stubborn 
societal problems like crime, the home-
less, drugs and hunger. But as she ran, the 
then-53-year-old came to the realization 
that teaching more people to read could 
help decrease the other major problems, 
which can grow out of lack of literacy 
and educational opportunity.

“After much thought, I realized ev-
erything I worried about would be bet-
ter if more people could read, write and 
comprehend,” Bush wrote in her 1994 
autobiography, “Barbara Bush: A Mem-
oir.”

It would be another decade before 
Bush became first lady, but, in the in-
terval, she was active in literacy pro-
grams. In March 1989, mere weeks into 
her husband’s presidency, she founded 
the Barbara Bush Foundation for Fam-
ily Literacy.

“We love that story,” said Lauren 
Sproull, the foundation’s spokeswoman. 
“It really shows that, from the very be-
ginning, the moment she even thought 
that she might become first lady one day, 
she immediately turned her thoughts to, 
‘How can I do the most good?’ ‘How can 
I help the most people?’”

The foundation has since raised more 

than $110 million to create or support 
literacy programs for men, women and 
children in all 50 states. Its programs 
include classes to help teenage mothers 
who left high school earn GED diplo-
mas in Georgia, and teaching non-En-
glish speakers in Alabama the language 
and how to transfer what they learn to 
their pre-kindergarten-age children be-
fore they start school.

One in four American adults can’t 
read above a fifth-grade level, the foun-
dation says. A 2003 study by the National 
Center for Education Statistics found that 
nearly 15 percent of Americans lacked 
basic reading and comprehension skills. 
It took more than a decade to compile, 
though, and hasn’t been repeated.

For years, the foundation offered 
grants to fund new literacy programs 
or bolster existing ones, but since 2012 
has focused on creating direct models 
that use technology to reach adults and 
children, many of whom weren’t al-
ways able to attend traditional, class-
room-style programs.

The foundation says it has helped 
“easily hundreds of thousands” of peo-
ple across the country over the years, 
but doesn’t have a full count of every-
one enrolled in programs it supported.

Barbara Bush believed in power 
of literacy to cure other ills

AP Photo File

On May 16, 1994, former first lady 
Barbara Bush reads to a group of 
children. Promoting literacy was a 
longtime cause for Barbara Bush, 
who died Tuesday at age 92. 

PORTLAND (AP) — 
Portland police say a driver 
fleeing from the scene of a 
crash was killed when he or 
she drove the wrong way on 
Interstate 84 and collided with 
another car.

Sgt. Chris Burley said the 
incident began Thursday just 
before midnight with a two-
car crash in outer northeast 
Portland. One driver suffered 
minor injuries and the other 

drove away from the scene in 
a Toyota Celica.

An officer later tried to stop 
a Celica that matched the de-
scription of the hit-and-run ve-
hicle. But the driver headed to 
the freeway, going west in the 
eastbound lanes until it struck 
a Toyota Prius.

The hit-and-run driver died 
at the scene. The Prius driver 
was taken to a hospital by ambu-
lance and is expected to survive.

Driver fleeing Portland police dies  
in wrong-way Interstate 84 crash


