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Miguel Diaz-Canel,
S7, selected as next
president of Cuba

Associated Press

HAVANA — The Cuban
government on Wednesday
selected 57-year-old  First
Vice President Miguel Mario
Diaz-Canel Bermudez as the
sole candidate to succeed
President Raul Castro in a
transition aimed at ensuring
that the country’s single-party
system outlasts the aging
revolutionaries who created
1t.

The certain approval of
Diaz-Canel by members of
the unfailingly unanimous
National Assembly will install
someone from outside the
Castro family in the country’s
highest government office
for the first time in nearly six
decades.

The 86-year-old Castro
will remain head of the
Communist Party, designated
by the constitution as “the
superior guiding force of
society and the state.” As a
result, Castro will remain
the most powerful person in
Cuba for the time being. His
departure from the presidency
is nonetheless a symbolically
charged moment for a country
accustomed to 60 years of
absolute rule first by revolu-
tionary leader Fidel Castro
and, for the last decade, his
younger brother.

Facing biological reality
but still active and apparently
healthy, Raul Castro is
stepping down as president
in an effort to guarantee that
new leaders can maintain the
government’s grip on power
in the face of economic
stagnation, an aging popu-
lation and increasing disen-
chantment among younger
generations.

“I like sticking with the
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A car drives by a billboard that reads in Spanish "It

was, is and will be done,”

with a picture of Cuba’s

President Raul Castro on the outskirts of Havana.

need rejuvenation, above all
in the economy,” said Melissa
Mederos, a  21-year-old
schoolteacher.  “Diaz-Canel
needs to work hard on the
economy, because people
need to live a little better.”
Most Cubans know their
first vice president as an
uncharismatic figure who

Communist Party official, a
post equivalent to governor.
There, people described him
as a hard-working, modest-
living technocrat dedicated
to improving public services.
He became higher education
minister in 2009 Dbefore
moving into the vice presi-

until recently maintained a denlcy. {deo of a C
public profile so low it was 1t @ Video Of a L.ommu-
virtually nonexistent. That NSt Party —meeting that

image changed slightly this
year as state media placed an
increasing spotlight on Diaz-

inexplicably leaked to the
public last year, Diaz-Canel
expressed a series of orthodox

Ex-Playboy model settles lawsuit
over alleged Trump affair

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A
former Playboy model who
said she had a 10-month affair
with President Donald Trump
settled her lawsuit Wednesday
with a supermarket tabloid
over an agreement that prohib-
ited her from discussing the
relationship publicly.

Karen McDougal’s settle-
ment with the company that
owns the National Enquirer
“restores to me the rights to
my life story and frees me
from this contract that I was
misled into signing nearly
two years ago,” she said in a

statement Wednesday.
In August 2016, the
tabloid’s parent company,

American Media Inc., paid
McDougal $150,000 for the
rights to her story about the
alleged relationship, but the
story never ran.

Last month, McDougal
filed a lawsuit in Los Angeles
asking to invalidate the
contract, which she said she
was misled into signing.
The suit alleged that the
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company didn’t publish the
story because AMI’s owner,
David Pecker, is “close
personal friends” with Trump.
It also charged that Trump’s
attorney, Michael Cohen, had
inappropriately  intervened
and was secretly involved in
discussions with AMI execu-
tives about the agreement.
Federal agents raided
Cohen’s office and residence
last week seeking any infor-
mation on payments made
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2017 file photo shows the cover of an issue
ional Enquirer featuring President Donald

in 2016 to McDougal and
porn actress Stormy Daniels,
according to people familiar
with the investigation but
not authorized to discuss it
publicly. Daniels has said she
had a sexual encounter with
Trump in 2006. The search
warrants also sought bank
records, records on Cohen’s
dealings in the taxi industry
and his communications with
the Trump campaign, the
people said.

Trump says he’ll sanction Russia
as soon as they deserve it

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
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Canel’s public appearances, positions  that  included ssociated Fress
including remarks to the somberly pledging to shutter WASHINGTON —
press last month that included  some independent media President Donald Trump

his promise to make Cuba’s
government more responsive
to its people.

“We’re building a relation-
ship between the government
and the people here,” he said
then after casting a ballot
for members of the National
Assembly. “The lives of those
who will be elected have to
be focused on relating to the
people, listening to the people,
investigating their problems
and encouraging debate.”

and labeling some European
embassies as outposts of
foreign subversion.

But he has also defended
academics and bloggers who
became targets of hardliners,
leading some to describe
him a potential advocate for
greater openness in a system
intolerant of virtually any
criticism or dissent. Interna-
tional observers and Cubans
alike will be scrutinizing

said Wednesday that nobody
has been tougher on Russia
than him and that he’ll hit
Moscow with new sanctions
“as soon as they very much
deserve it.”

He also said building
a good relationship with
Russia is a “good, not bad”
thing.

Trump commented a
day after an internal White
House quarrel over the
timing of potential new

for spreading a narrative that
he said portrays him as being
afraid to stand up to Russia.

“There’s been nobody
tougher on Russia than
President Donald Trump,”
the president said, citing
increased U.S. military
spending among his exam-
ples. “With the media, no
matter what I did, it’s never
tough enough, because that’s
their narrative. But Russia
will tell you, there’s been
nobody tougher than Donald
Trump.

Trump mentioned the
joint U.S., French and British

Russian-backed government
of President Bashar Assad
for an apparent chemical
attack that killed civilians.
Trump said the strike was
“absolute precision.”

Trump  had largely
avoided criticizing Russia,
leaving the harsh rhetoric and
sanctions announcements to
others in the administration.
But he began to criticize
Russia on Twitter after the
apparent chemical attack this
month that spawned images
of Syrian adults gasping for
air and being hosed off.

Still, Trump said he

ideas of President Fidel Diaz-Canel gained every move he makes after punishment  for Russia military  operation last would prefer good relations
Castro because he dida lot for ~ prominence in central Villa he officially takes office on exploded into public view. weekend that struck several with Russia and other
the people of Cuba, but we Clara province as the top Thursday. He blamed the news media sites in Syria to punish the nations.
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