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Natasha Ria El-Scari is the featured artist-in-resi-
dence during Blue Mountain Community College’s

Arts & Culture Festival.

BMCC: Full schedule
online at www.bluecc.edu

Continued from 1A

and “Talking About Dying”
(Wednesday, 1 p.m.); inter-
active African drumming
(Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.)
fireside chats about a Holo-
caust survivor (Thursday,
11 am.) and a survivor
of a World War II Japa-
nese-American internment
camp (Thursday, 1 p.m.)
and immigrants’ rights and
DACA (Thursday, 2 p.m.).

Contributed photo

A Dbarbecue and photo
booth fun is Wednesday at
noon; and food by Ruty’s
Restaurant, lawn games
and an alpaca display is
Thursday at noon.

For a full schedule of
events, visit www.bluecc.
edu. For questions, contact
Casey White-Zollman,
vice president of public
relations, at 541-278-5839
or cwhitezollman@bluecc.
edu.

COUNCIL: FARM II
could host major events
during cold weather months

Continued from 1A

In February, the council

agreed to  contribute
$150,000 to the $10-$12
million  project, which

already had a $5 million
commitment from the state
and a combined $300,000

from Umatilla County and
the Port of Umatilla.
Besides providing a
home to the BMCC rodeo
team and more space to the
agriculture program, local
officials say FARM II could
host major events during
the cold weather months.

THURSDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

Nominee to lead State Dept.:
Soft policy on Russia ‘over’

By JOSH LEDERMAN
and MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Mike
Pompeo, the hard-charging
CIA director picked to be the
next secretary of state, will
tell the Senate on Thursday
that years of soft U.S. policy
toward Russia are “now
over.” Drawing a sharp
contrast with predecessor Rex
Tillerson, Pompeo will vow
to promote democracy and
human rights while ending
“demoralizing” vacancies at
the State Department.

According to his prepared
remarks, Pompeo  will
chastise Russia for acting
“aggressively” and empha-
size that the Trump admin-
istration considers Russia “a
danger to our country.” But
he will also say that diplo-
matic efforts with Moscow,
while challenging, “must
continue.” The Associated
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Secretary of State nominee Mike Pompeo leaves a
meeting on Capitol Hill on April 9 in Washington.

Press obtained excerpts of his
remarks from a senior Trump
administration official.

Pompeo will also stress
America’s “duty to lead,”
despite Trump’s vows to put
“America first.”

“If we do not lead the calls
for democracy, prosperity
and human rights around the

world, who will?” Pompeo
plans to say. “No other
nation is equipped with the
same blend of power and
principle.”

Pompeo’s remarks
Thursday before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
will be the first chance for
lawmakers and the public

to hear directly from the
former Kansas congressman
about his approach to diplo-
macy and the role of the
State Department, should
he be confirmed to lead it.
Pompeo’s views on global
issues are well known — he
was questioned extensively
by senators for his confir-
mation to run the CIA — but
Democratic senators have
raised questions about his
fitness to be top diplomat,
given his hawkish views
and past comments about
minorities.

“When journalists, most
of whom have never met me,
label me — or any of you —
as ‘hawks,” ‘war hardliners,’
or worse, I shake my head,”
the former Army officer will
say. “There are few who
dread war more than those
of us who have served in
uniform.”

He will add, “War is
always the last resort.”

Crash kills 257 in Algeria’s deadliest aviation disaster

By AOMAR OUALI
Associated Press

ALGIERS, Algeria — A
hulking military transport
plane crashed just after
takeoff in Algeria Wednesday,
killing 257 people in the worst
aviation disaster in the North
African nation’s history and
plunging the country into
mourning.

Soldiers, their family
members and a group of 30
people returning to refugee
camps from hospital stays in
Algeria’s capital died in the
morning crash of the Russian-
made [I-76 aircraft.

The plane went down in
a field just outside a military
base in Boufarik, 30 kilo-
meters (20 miles) south of
Algiers, and was devoured by

EnnaharTV via AP

Firefighters and civil security officers survey the scene
of an April 11 fatal military plane crash at Boufarik
military airbase, near the Algerian capital, Algiers.

flames, killing 247 passengers
and 10 crew members, the
Defense Ministry said.

There was no official
mention of survivors, but

one witness reported seeing
people jump out of the aircraft
before it crashed.
Arabic-language channel
Dzair TV reported that five
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people were in a critical state,
but it was unclear if they had
been on the plane or were
injured on the ground.

Several witnesses  told
Algerian TV network Ennahar
they saw flames coming out of
one of the planes’ four engines
just before it took off.

“The plane started to rise
before falling,” an unidentified
man lying on what appeared to
be a hospital bed told Ennahar
TV. “The plane crashed on its
wing first and caught fire.”

Video on the state televi-
sion channel ENTV showed
a blackened hulk broken into
pieces, with huge wheels
scattered about along with
other plane parts. Firefighters
doused the flames while body
bags were placed in rows in
the field.
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