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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Federal agents who raided 
the office of President 
Donald Trump’s personal 
attorney, Michael Cohen, 
were looking for information 
about payments to a former 
Playboy playmate and a 
porn actress who claim to 
have had affairs with Trump, 
two people familiar with the 
investigation said Tuesday.

Public corruption prose-
cutors in the U.S. Attorney’s 
office in Manhattan are trying 
to determine if there was any 
fraud related to the payments 
to Karen McDougal and 
Stormy Daniels, according to 
one of the people. McDougal, 
a former playmate, was paid 
$150,000 by the parent 
company of the National 
Enquirer for her story, 
though the magazine never 
published it. Cohen paid 
$130,000 to Daniels as part 
of an agreement, made before 
the 2016 election, to keep her 
from going public with her 
allegations.

A warrant used in the raid 
Monday specifically autho-
rized agents to seize records 
related to McDougal, said one 
of the people, who demanded 
anonymity to discuss the 
confidential details.

The payments appear 
to be part of a pattern of 
Trump’ self-described fixer 
trying to shield the business-
man-turned-politician from 
embarrassing press by buying 
women’s silence.

The new details on the 
Cohen raid, first reported 
by The New York Times, 
emerged as the president 
boiled over on Twitter 
about it and evidence that 
investigators are zeroing in 
on his inner circle. The raid 
on Cohen was not carried 
out by special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s team.

But the president’s ire has 

been directed at Mueller and 
his boss, Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenstein. 
On Monday, Trump called 
Mueller’s investigation “an 
attack on our country” and 
suggested he was considering 
firing the special counsel.

The White House 
remained defiant that the 
president has the power 
to directly fire Mueller — 
despite Justice Department 
regulations saying otherwise. 
The regulations say only 
Rosenstein, who appointed 
Mueller last May, has the 
authority to fire him and only 
for specific cause. Rosenstein 
has repeatedly said that he 
has not seen any reason to 
dismiss Mueller.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
said Tuesday that Trump 
“certainly believes he has 
the power” to fire Mueller, 
though he isn’t taking 
that step now. She echoed 
Trump’s frustration, saying 
he believes federal authorities 
have “gone too far” by seizing 
communication between a 
lawyer and his clients.

The furious president 
himself blasted out his 
displeasure early Tuesday, 
saying on Twitter: “Attor-
ney-client privilege is dead!”

In fact, attorney-client 
privilege is not absolute and 
can’t be invoked when the 
discussion was part of an 
effort to commit a crime. 
The search was authorized 
by a judge and no evidence 
suggests it was carried out 
improperly.

The search did not appear 
related to allegations of 
Russian election interference 
or possible coordination 
with the Trump campaign, 
the main focus of Mueller’s 
probe. But the raid was 
prompted, at least in part, 
by evidence or allegations 
uncovered by Mueller’s 
team.

AP sources: Raid related 
to payments to women 
accusing Trump
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WASHINGTON — Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
disclosed Tuesday his 
company is “working with” 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
in the federal probe of Russian 
interference in the 2016 
presidential campaign — and 
working hard to change its own 
operations after the harvesting 
of users’ private information 
by a Trump campaign-affili-
ated data-mining company.

The founder of the social 
media giant publicly apolo-
gized for his company’s errors 
in failing to better protect the 
personal information of its 
millions of users, a controversy 
that has brought a flood of bad 
publicity and sent the compa-
ny’s  stock value plunging. He 
seemed to achieve a measure 
of success: Facebook shares 
surged 4.5 percent for the day, 
the biggest gain in two years.

Zuckerberg told the Senate 
Judiciary and Commerce 
committees that he has not 
been personally interviewed 
by Mueller’s team, but “I know 
we’re working with them.” 
He offered no details, citing a 
concern about confidentiality 
rules of the investigation.

Earlier this year Mueller 
charged 13 Russian individuals 
and three Russian companies 
in a plot to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election through 
a social media propaganda 
effort that included online ad 
purchases using U.S. aliases 
and politicking on U.S. soil. 
A number of the Russian ads 
were on Facebook.

During Tuesday’s 
at-times-contentious hearing, 
Zuckerberg said it had been 
“clearly a mistake” to believe 
the data-mining company 
Cambridge Analytica had 
deleted user data that it had 
harvested in an attempt to sway 
elections. He said Facebook 

had considered the data collec-
tion “a closed case” because 
it thought the information had 
been discarded.

Facebook also didn’t alert 
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion, Zuckerberg said, and he 
assured senators the company 
would handle the situation 
differently today.

He began a two-day 
congressional inquisition 
with a public apology for the 
way Facebook handled the 
data-mining of its users’ data. 
He took responsibility for 
failing to prevent Cambridge 
Analytica, which was affil-
iated with Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign, from 
gathering personal information 
from 87 million users.

Separately, the company 
began alerting some of its 
users that their data was gath-
ered by Cambridge Analytica. 
A notification that appeared 
on Facebook for some users 
Tuesday told them that “one of 
your friends” used Facebook to 
log into a now-banned person-
ality quiz app called “This Is 

Your Digital Life.” The notice 
says the app misused the 
information, including public 
profiles, page likes, birthdays 
and current cities, by sharing it 
with Cambridge Analytica.

Zuckerberg had apologized 
many times already, to users 
and the public, but this was the 
first time before Congress. He 
also is to testify Wednesday 
before the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee.

Sen. John Thune, R-S.D., 
the Commerce Committee 
chairman, told Zuckerberg his 
company had a 14-year history 
of apologizing for “ill-advised 
decisions” related to user 
privacy. “How is today’s 
apology different?” Thune 
asked.

“We have made a lot 
of mistakes in running the 
company,” Zuckerberg 
responded. “I think it’s pretty 
much impossible, I believe, 
to start a company in your 
dorm room and then grow it 
to be at the scale that we’re 
at now without making some 
mistakes.”

Zuckerberg said Facebook 
is going through “a broader 
philosophical shift in how we 
approach our responsibility 
as a company.” He said the 
company needs to take a 
“more proactive role” that 
includes ensuring the tools it 
creates are used in “good and 
healthy” ways.

Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, 
said Zuckerberg’s appearance 
marked the most intense 
hearing for a tech company 
since entrepreneur and busi-
nessman Bill Gates testified 
before Congress in March 
1998.

Many of the senators’ 
questions seemed to focus on 
Facebook’s basic functions, 
such as its privacy settings 
and what it does and doesn’t 
do with user data. Because 
each of the 44 senators had 
just 5 minutes to ask questions, 
there was little time for tough 
follow-ups. On some subjects, 
that allowed Zuckerberg to tell 
the lawmakers that his people 
would get back to them with 
more information.

Zuckerberg discloses Facebook 
working with the Russia probe
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Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies before a joint hearing of the Commerce 
and Judiciary Committees on Capitol Hill in Washington Tuesday about the use of 
Facebook data to target American voters in the 2016 election.
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