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By JILL COLVIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
instructed the U.S. trade 
representative to consider 
slapping an additional $100 
billion in tariffs on Chinese 
goods on Thursday in a 
dramatic escalation of the 
trade dispute between the 
two countries.

Trump’s surprise move 
came a day after Beijing 
announced plans to tax $50 
billion in American products, 
including soybeans and small 
aircraft, in response to a U.S. 
move this week to slap tariffs 
on $50 billion in Chinese 
imports.

And it intensified what 
was already shaping up to 
be the biggest trade battle 
since World War II. Global 
financial markets had fallen 
sharply as the world’s two 

biggest economies squared 
off over Beijing’s aggressive 
trade tactics. But they had 
calmed down Wednesday 
and Thursday on hopes the 
U.S. and China would find a 
diplomatic solution.

Instead, the White House 

announced after the markets 
closed Thursday that Trump 
had instructed the Office 
of the United States Trade 
Representative to consider 
whether $100 billion of 
additional tariffs would be 
appropriate and, if so, to 

identify which products they 
should apply to. He’s also 
instructed his secretary of 
agriculture “to implement a 
plan to protect our farmers 
and agricultural interests.”

“China’s illicit trade 
practices — ignored for 
years by Washington — 
have destroyed thousands 
of American factories and 
millions of American jobs,” 
Trump said in a statement 
announcing the decision.

The latest escalation 
comes after the U.S. on 
Tuesday said it would 
impose 25 percent duties on 
$50 billion of imports from 
China, and China quickly 
retaliated by listing $50 
billion of products that it 
could hit with its own 25 
percent tariffs. The Chinese 
list Wednesday included 
soybeans, the biggest U.S. 
export to China, and aircraft 
up to 45 tons (41 metric 

tons) in weight. Also on the 
list were American beef, 
whiskey, passenger vehicles 
and industrial chemicals.

Earlier in the week, 
Beijing announced separate 
import duties on $3 billion 
of U.S. goods in response 
to the Trump administra-
tion’s duties on all steel and 
aluminum imports, including 
from China.

U.S. officials have sought 
to downplay the threat of a 
broader trade dispute, saying 
a negotiated outcome is still 
possible. But economists 
warn that the tit-for-tat 
moves bear the hallmarks 
of a classic trade rift that 
could escalate. And already, 
tensions between the world’s 
two biggest economies have 
rattled global stock markets.

U.S. Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer called 
China’s move “unjustified” 
and said Trump’s proposal 

was an “appropriate response 
to China’s recent threat of 
new tariffs.”

“Such measures would 
undoubtedly cause further 
harm to American workers, 
farmers, and businesses,” he 
said in a statement. “Under 
these circumstances, the 
President is right to ask for 
additional appropriate action 
to obtain the elimination 
of the unfair acts, policies, 
and practices identified in 
USTR’s report.”

The clash reflects the 
tension between Trump’s 
promises to narrow a U.S. 
trade deficit with China that 
stood at $375.2 billion in 
goods last year and China’s 
ruling Communist Party’s 
development ambitions. 
Trump says China’s trade 
practices have caused Amer-
ican factories to close and 
lead to the loss of American 
jobs.

Trump proposes $100 billion in new tariffs on Chinese goods
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President Donald Trump waves as walks from Marine 
One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washing-
ton, Thursday, after returning from a trip to West Virginia.

Poisoned daughter better as 
UK-Russia dispute at UN worsens

LONDON (AP) — The daughter of a former Russian spy 
poisoned by a nerve agent said Thursday in her first public 
comment that she’s recovering even as the international furor 
over the attack intensified, with Russia warning Britain it is 
“playing with fire.”

At the United Nations, Russia claimed that intelligence 
services of other countries were probably behind the attack. But 
Britain’s U.N. Ambassador Karen Piece shot back that Russia 
has come up with 24 theories on who bears responsibility for 
the poisoning, but the United Kingdom has only one — that it’s 
highly likely Russia was responsible.

Yulia Skripal, 33, said in a statement released by British 
police that her “strength is growing daily” and she expressed 
gratitude to those who came to her aid when she and her father, 
Sergei, were found unconscious on a bench a month ago.

“I am sure you appreciate that the entire episode is 
somewhat disorientating, and I hope that you’ll respect 
my privacy and that of my family during the period of my 
convalescence,” she said.

The hospital in the English city of Salisbury confirmed 
that Yulia’s health has improved, while her 66-year-old father, 
Sergei Skripal, remains in critical condition.

At the U.N., the confrontation between Russia and Britain 
and more than two dozen Western allies who have expelled 
over 150 Russian diplomats in a show of solidarity intensified.

Trump wants out of Syria,  
but don’t say ‘timeline’

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Donald Trump has 
spoken: He wants U.S. troops and civilians out of Syria by the 
fall. But don’t call it a “timeline.”

Wary of charges of hypocrisy for publicly telegraphing 
military strategy after criticizing former President Barack 
Obama for the same thing, the White House has ordered 
Trump’s national security team not to speak of a “timeline” for 
withdrawal. That’s even after Trump made it clear to his top 
aides this week that he wants the pullout completed within five 
or six months.

It wasn’t the result top national security aides wanted. 
Trump’s desire for a rapid withdrawal faced unanimous 
opposition from the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Pentagon, the 
State Department and the intelligence community, all of which 
argued that keeping the 2,000 U.S. soldiers currently in Syria is 
key to ensuring the Islamic State does not reconstitute itself.

But as they huddled in the Situation Room, the president 
was vocal and vehement in insisting that the withdrawal 
be completed quickly if not immediately, according to five 
administration officials briefed on Tuesday’s White House 
meeting of Trump and his top aides. The officials weren’t 
authorized to discuss internal deliberations and requested 
anonymity.

Trump says he didn’t know about  
payment to Stormy Daniels

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE (AP) — President Donald 
Trump said Thursday he didn’t know about the $130,000 
payment his personal attorney made to Stormy Daniels, issuing 
a firm denial in his first public comments about the adult-film 
actress who alleges she had an affair with him.

Asked aboard Air Force One whether he knew about the 
payment, Trump said flatly: “No.”

Trump also said he didn’t know why his longtime lawyer, 
Michael Cohen, had made the payment.

“You’ll have to ask Michael Cohen. Michael is my attorney. 
You’ll have to ask Michael,” he said. He added that he didn’t 
know where Cohen had gotten the money. Trump didn’t answer 
a question about whether he set up a fund that Cohen could tap.

Until now, Trump had avoided questions on Daniels, though 
the White House has consistently said Trump denies there was a 
relationship. Still, he has been dogged by the focus on the porn 
actress, who says she had a sexual encounter with him in 2006 
and was paid to keep quiet as part of a nondisclosure agreement 
she signed days before the 2016 presidential election. Daniels is 
now seeking to invalidate that agreement.

Her attorney, Michael Avenatti said in a statement: “Our 
case just got that much better. And we very much look forward 
to testing the truthfulness of Mr. Trump’s feigned lack of 
knowledge concerning the $130k payment as stated on Air 
Force One.”

Facebook: Most users may 
have had public data ‘scraped’

NEW YORK (AP) — Facebook’s acknowledgment 
that most of its 2.2 billion members have probably had their 
personal data scraped by “malicious actors” is the latest 
example of the social network’s failure to protect its users’ data.

Not to mention its seeming inability to even identify the 
problem until the company was already embroiled in scandal.

CEO Mark Zuckerberg told reporters Wednesday that 
Facebook is shutting down a feature that let people search for 
Facebook users by phone number or email address. Although 
that was useful for people who wanted to find others on 
Facebook, it turns out that unscrupulous types also figured 
out years ago that they could use it to identify individuals and 
collect data off their profiles.
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Disclaimer: U.S. Cellular received the highest numerical score in the North Central region in the J.D. Power 2016 V2, 2017 V1 and V2, and 2018 V1 (tie) U.S. Wireless Network Quality Performance Studies. 2018 
Volume 1 study based on 38,595 total responses from five providers, measuring the network quality experienced by customers with wireless carriers, surveyed July–December 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit 
jdpower.com. Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (20 lines or fewer) Total Plan line required. Purchase of a qualifying device via 0% APR 30-month Retail Installment Contract, credit approval 
and Device Protection+ required. Qualifying devices include any Smartphone with a current full retail price of $450 or greater; Smartphones with a current full retail price of $150–$449 will receive $150 bill credit. Tax 
due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers 
valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Minimum monthly price of Device Protection+ is $9.99 per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim 
applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder 
on U.S. Cellular’s Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations 
and exclusions apply. For additional details, please ask a store associate for details. Offer applies to base memory model only. $450-off offer: Bill credit amount is $15/month; $150-off offer: Bill credit amount is 
$5/month. Balance comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR. Bill credit applied within three bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing. 
In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. The early upgrade program is not available with this offer. Kansas Customers: In areas in which 
U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation 
Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 U.S. Cellular

 U.S. Cellular® was ranked “Highest Network Quality Performance among  

Wireless Cell Phone Users in the North Central Region” by J.D. Power.

Requires Total Plan, new line, credit approval and Device Protection+ and comes via monthly bill credit  
on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract. Taxes, fees and additional restrictions apply.

SWITCH AND GET

$450 OFF
THE LATEST

SMARTPHONES
No trade-in required

Offer ends April 26


