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PHOENIX — President 
Donald Trump said Thursday 
he wants to send 2,000 
and 4,000 National Guard 
members to the U.S.-Mexico 
border to help federal officials 
fight illegal immigration and 
drug trafficking, but it wasn’t 
clear who would be called 
up or if they would even be 
allowed to carry guns.

Trump’s comments to 
reporters on Air Force One 
were his first estimate on 
guard levels he believes are 
needed for border protection. 
It would be a lower number of 
troops than the 6,400 National 
Guard members that former 
President George Bush sent to 
the border between 2006 and 
2008.

Trump said his admin-
istration is looking into the 
cost of sending the troops to 
the border and added “we’ll 
probably keep them or a large 
portion of them until the wall 
is built.”

Earlier Thursday, Ronald 
Vitiello, the U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection’s 
acting deputy commissioner, 
cautioned against a rushed 
deployment.

“We are going to do it 
as quickly as we can do it 
safely,” Vitiello told Fox 
News Channel.

He said that guard 
members would be placed 
in jobs that do not require 
law enforcement work, an 
apparent reference to under-
taking patrols and making 
arrests.

The National Guard in 
Texas expressed support, 
but said in a statement that 
deployment remained in 
“very early planning stages.” 
The Republican governors 
of New Mexico and Arizona 
have also backed the deploy-
ment. It remained unclear 
Thursday how Democratic 

California Gov. Jerry Brown 
would respond to Trump’s 
call.

In Washington, Marine Lt. 
Gen. Kenneth F. McKenzie 
told reporters at the Pentagon 
that it has not yet been deter-
mined how many, if any, of 
the troops in the border secu-
rity operation will be armed.

With troops in all states, 
the National Guard has been 

called on by past presidents 
and governors to help 
secure U.S. borders, and the 
Texas contingent said it had 
“firsthand knowledge of the 
mission and operating area” 
that will allow it to move 
seamlessly into the new role.

Trump ordered the deploy-
ment because “we are at a 
crisis point” with illegal immi-
gration, Secretary Kirstjen 

Nielsen of the Department of 
Homeland Security said.

“We’d like to stop it before 
the numbers get even bigger,” 
she said.

Nielsen said guard 
members would provide 
support to border officials, 
“help look at the technology, 
the surveillance, in some 
cases we’ll ask for some fleet 
mechanics” and free up agents 
trained in law enforcement for 
other duties.

Arrests along the U.S. 
border with Mexico jumped 
to 50,308 in March, a 37 
percent increase from 
February, and more than triple 
the same period last year. 
Border arrests rose 10 of the 
last 11 months after falling in 
April 2017 to the lowest since 
the Department of Homeland 
Security was created in 2003.

But Republican Mayor 
Dee Margo of El Paso, 
Texas, told NPR’s Morning 
Edition Thursday he was not 
convinced extra forces are 
needed for his border city, 
which he called “the safest” in 
the United States.

“We already have a fence 
that was established during 
the Bush administration that 
runs through the city,” he said.

Trump: 2,000-4,000 troops needed 
for more security on Mexico border
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WASHINGTON — 
When President Donald 
Trump made a congratula-
tory phone call to Russian 
leader Vladimir Putin, 
White House chief of staff 
John Kelly wasn’t on the 
line.

When Trump tapped 
John Bolton to be his next 
national security adviser, 
Kelly wasn’t in the room.

And when Trump spent 
a Mar-a-Lago weekend 
stewing over immigration 
and trade, Kelly wasn’t in 
sight.

Kelly, once 
empowered to 
bring order to a 
turbulent West 
Wing, has receded 
from view, his 
clout diminished, 
his word less 
trusted by staff 
and his guidance 
less tolerated by 
an increasingly 
go-it-alone president.

Emboldened in his job, 
Trump has rebelled against 
Kelly’s restrictions and 
mused about doing away 
with the chief of staff post 
entirely. It’s all leading 
White House staffers and 
Trump allies to believe 
that Kelly is working on 
borrowed time.

In recent weeks, Trump 
has governed at breakneck 
pace, ousting aides and 
issuing surprise policy 
announcements on Twitter, 
recreating the helter-skelter 
feel of his first months 
in office. Kelly’s allies 
maintain that his retreat 
is strategic. They suggest 
that the belief that Kelly 
was Trump’s savior was 
an overstated idea all along 
and that the chief of staff is 
now content to loosen the 

reins and allow an increas-
ingly comfortable president 
to govern from his gut.

But those close to the 
president say that Trump 
has increasingly expressed 
fatigue at Kelly’s attempts 
to shackle him and that 
while Trump is not ready 
to fire Kelly, he has begun 
gradually freezing out his 
top aide.

Trump recently told one 
confidant that he was “tired 
of being told no” by Kelly 
and has instead chosen to 
simply not tell Kelly things 
at all, according to a person 
who was not authorized to 
publicly discuss private 
conversations and spoke 

on condition of 
anonymity.

In Trump’s 
West Wing, once 
the rumors begin 
that an aide’s exit 
is forthcoming, 
the “stink” on 
that staffer never 
leaves, according 
to one of the 
nearly dozen 

White House aides, former 
administration officials and 
outside advisers who spoke 
to The Associated Press 
under the same conditions.

As Kelly’s public profile 
and behind-the-scenes 
influence has faded, specu-
lation has risen that chaos 
could return.

“It’s not tenable for 
Kelly to remain in this 
position so weakened,” said 
Chris Whipple, author of 
“Gatekeepers,” a history of 
modern White House chiefs 
of staff. “More than any of 
his predecessors, Donald 
Trump needs an empow-
ered chief of staff to tell 
him what he does not want 
to hear. Trump wants to run 
the White House like the 
26th floor of Trump Tower, 
and it’s simply not going to 
work.”

Inside a White House 
in tumult, John Kelly’s 
influence dwindles

John Kelly
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This drone photo shows the U.S. Mexico border fence as it cuts through the two 
downtowns of Nogales in April 2017.

SALEM (AP) — Oregon Gov. Kate Brown says she 
won’t let National Guard troops from her state be stationed 
at the Mexican border should President Donald Trump 
request them.

The Democrat Brown, in a Tweet Wednesday, said as 
“Commander of Oregon’s Guard, I’m deeply troubled by 
Trump’s plan to militarize our border.”

Trump this week said the situation at the U.S.-Mexico 
border had reached “a point of crisis” in his proclamation 
directing National Guard deployment to the southern 
border.

Brown, a frequent critic of Trump, said on Twitter that 
Oregon hadn’t been contacted by federal officials but added 
she had “no intention of allowing Oregon’s guard troops to 
be used to distract from his troubles in Washington.”

Oregon governor would 
reject Trump request 

for border troops
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