
Official bird 
could help 
mark Earth Day

By BRENNA VISSER

EO Media Group

CANNON BEACH — 
As a part of the 12 Days 
of Earth Day celebration, 
Cannon Beach will be asked 
to consider designating an 
official city bird. 

But don’t get too excited, 
tufted puffins. A different 
bird could be brought into 
the spotlight: the red-winged 
blackbird.

The medium-sized, 
black-and-red songbird loves 
marshes, brushy swamps and 
chirping on city power lines. 
They relish pecking out the 
seeds of invasive plants and 
fiercely protecting habitat 
— whether the trespasser be 
a fellow bird or an elk. But 
most importantly, the species 
is an abundant and longtime 
inhabitant of the beach town. 

“Red-winged blackbirds 
have been in that habitat 
forever. It seemed to fit the 
character of Cannon Beach,” 
said Neal Maine, a wildlife 
photographer who serves on 
the 12 Days of Earth Day 
committee. “They are a part of 
the downtown, which is kind 
of rare to have a bird colony 
right in the central part of the 
community.”

The committee, which 
organizes a variety of environ-
mental activities throughout 
April in honor of Earth Day, 
decided it wanted to propose 
the idea to the city as a formal 
way to honor the 100th anni-
versary of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act, a landmark federal 
law that protects dozens of 
species of birds. Adopting 
the bird officially would take 
a vote from the City Council. 
Dozens of cities have adopted 
similar designations around 
the country.

While negotiating which 
bird should be proposed for 
the title, the tufted puffin was 
considered. Cannon Beach is 

the home of the largest tufted 
puffin colony on the Oregon 
Coast, with several festivals 
and fundraisers held in their 
honor. Between that and the 
wide array of puffin parapher-
nalia available downtown, 
the black, white and orange 
bird has become the town’s 
unofficial icon. 

But there are many reasons 
the red-winged blackbird has 
an edge. Puffins are seasonal, 
nesting at Haystack Rock for 
only a few months of the year, 
and are not very accessible 
unless “you are strategic about 
seeing them,” Maine said. 

Red-winged blackbirds are 
what people in the community 
see every day, and serve as a 
better representative of the 
area’s ecology, Maine said. 
Designating these birds would 
also be historically significant, 
as many of them live on the 
Little Pompey Wetland — a 
marsh named after the son of 
Sacagawea from the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition by 
Cannon Beach Elementary 
School fifth-graders more 
than 20 years ago. 

“It’s the idea that every bird 
counts, even common ones 
like red-winged blackbirds,” 
Maine said. “We have a 

tendency to go for the rare and 
unusual. This is more about 
celebrating the ‘common.’”

Haystack Rock Awareness 
Program Director Melissa 
Keyser also serves on the 
committee and said while her 
program is naturally partial to 
tufted puffins, she embraces 
the red-winged blackbird as 
an official bird.

“It’s the perfect bird to 
highlight because it is often 
overshadowed by the puffin,” 
Keyser said. “While the 
puffins are incredibly special 
and important, we also want 
to give credit to another 
species. When you are really 
immersed in the environment 
here the bird that you see is 
the red-winged blackbird. 
We could have gone with the 
puffin, but the blackbird was 
a little more indicative to this 
place.”

Puffin or otherwise, the 
larger message is to bring 
to light the importance of 
protecting bird habitat. Posters 
of the bird with the caption 
“They are all canaries” are 
being circulated around town 
to raise awareness. The phrase 
plays off the old adage “a 
canary in a coal mine,” refer-
encing a time when canaries 

were used as early detectors 
for carbon monoxide in 
mining tunnels.

“They are our measuring 
stick to the quality of our 
environment,” Maine said. 
“When the birds start dying, 
that’s when you know you’ve 
got a problem.” 

In puffin country, Cannon Beach 
may honor a red-winged blackbird
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 The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-
ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, 
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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TODAY

63° 49°

65° 49°

Mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

Breezy with 

occasional rain

60° 46°

63° 48°

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy, a 

shower; breezy

57° 38°

62° 39°

MONDAY

Some sun

66° 45°

68° 43°

TUESDAY

63° 39°

66° 38°

Cloudy and cooler

Last New First Full

Apr 8

1 02431

Apr 15 Apr 22 Apr 29

Albuquerque 75 52 pc 82 59 pc
Atlanta 73 58 pc 62 40 r
Atlantic City 57 37 c 41 30 sn
Baltimore 66 36 pc 40 29 sn
Billings 20 12 sn 30 29 c
Birmingham 75 51 pc 55 35 r
Boise 60 52 c 62 43 sh
Boston 47 37 sn 44 31 sn
Charleston, SC 77 65 s 77 42 t
Charleston, WV 62 32 c 43 24 sn
Chicago 36 19 pc 37 20 s
Cleveland 49 24 c 35 26 pc
Dallas 82 41 t 56 42 pc
Denver 39 21 c 61 38 c
Detroit 45 21 c 39 23 pc
El Paso 87 61 pc 87 69 pc
Fairbanks 39 15 s 38 19 s
Fargo 18 6 pc 26 14 s
Honolulu 80 73 sh 80 71 sh
Houston 83 65 t 66 54 c
Indianapolis 47 24 pc 42 23 pc
Jacksonville 80 62 s 79 53 c
Kansas City 37 15 sn 40 27 s
Las Vegas 89 66 pc 89 60 c
Little Rock 61 32 r 52 32 pc
Los Angeles 71 58 pc 70 55 c

Louisville 60 30 pc 48 28 sn
Memphis 60 35 r 50 34 pc
Miami 83 73 pc 86 71 sh
Milwaukee 34 18 pc 35 21 s
Minneapolis 23 10 pc 30 14 s
Nashville 61 34 t 50 31 r
New Orleans 79 67 sh 70 53 r
New York City 54 36 c 43 30 sn
Oklahoma City 56 25 r 48 32 pc
Omaha 28 14 sn 40 26 s
Philadelphia 62 37 c 42 31 sn
Phoenix 92 69 pc 94 72 c
Portland, ME 40 34 sn 45 26 pc
Providence 49 37 sh 45 29 sn
Raleigh 73 54 pc 59 30 r
Rapid City 22 12 sn 36 27 c
Reno 63 52 r 60 36 r
Sacramento 62 57 r 69 44 r
St. Louis 46 23 sn 41 28 pc
Salt Lake City 60 51 sh 64 46 r
San Diego 67 60 pc 69 60 pc
San Francisco 64 59 r 64 52 sh
Seattle 64 50 r 56 46 r
Tucson 89 60 pc 91 64 c
Washington, DC 69 37 c 40 33 sn
Wichita 45 18 sn 46 31 s

Astoria 62 50 r 51 46 r
Baker City 62 46 c 61 39 r
Bend 59 45 r 53 36 r
Brookings 59 48 r 52 45 sh
Burns 53 43 c 55 32 r
Enterprise 59 47 r 57 37 r
Eugene 60 50 r 54 43 r
Heppner 62 51 c 59 44 r
Hermiston 65 49 c 63 48 r
John Day 60 51 c 55 41 r
Klamath Falls 52 44 r 51 34 r
La Grande 61 50 c 59 40 r
Meacham 59 48 c 56 40 r
Medford 62 49 r 60 43 r
Newport 59 49 r 52 45 r
North Bend 59 49 r 52 46 r
Ontario 64 50 c 67 46 sh
Pasco 61 43 c 61 46 r
Pendleton 63 49 c 60 46 r
Portland 66 54 r 56 48 r
Redmond 63 47 r 58 35 r
Salem 65 53 r 55 46 r
Spokane 50 37 c 50 40 r
Ukiah 59 47 c 55 39 r
Vancouver 65 52 r 55 46 r
Walla Walla 63 51 c 57 47 r
Yakima 59 43 c 61 40 r

Beijing 50 32 c 54 35 s
Hong Kong 79 61 c 74 63 c
Jerusalem 76 55 s 77 54 s
London 60 50 pc 58 49 sh
Mexico City 77 53 pc 79 54 pc
Moscow 51 33 r 42 29 pc
Paris 66 50 s 65 52 t
Rome 68 48 s 66 50 s
Seoul 52 36 pc 51 36 s
Sydney 79 68 s 82 67 s
Tokyo 70 62 pc 69 48 pc

Boardman NNE 6-12 WSW 12-25
Pendleton NE 6-12 WSW 12-25
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 Today Sat.  Today Sat.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

National Summary: Snow will fall on the interior Northeast and from the northern Rockies 
to the middle Mississippi Valley today. Rain and storms are in store for the South Central 
states with rain on the Pacific coast.

 Today Sat.

 Today Sat.

High 96° in Thermal, Calif. Low -9° in Grayling, Mich.

Western Washington: Cloudy today and 
tonight with a little rain. Rain tomorrow.

Coastal Oregon: Cloudy today. A little rain; 
periods of rain, some heavy in the south.

Northern California: Cloudy today; rain, 
some heavy, except a little rain in the 
interior mountains.

Eastern and Central Oregon: Mostly cloudy 
today; a shower.

Eastern Washington: Mostly cloudy today; 
a passing shower toward the Cascades in 
the afternoon.

Cascades: Considerable cloudiness today 
and tonight with a bit of rain.
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through 3 p.m. yesterday

through 3 p.m. yesterday

Yesterday 54°  47°
Normals 59°  38°
Records 81° (1952) 24° (1975)

Yesterday 55°  47°
Normals 62°  38°
Records 82° (1960) 21° (1975)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.06"
Month to date 0.06"
Normal month to date 0.22"
Year to date 3.77"
Last year to date 6.27"
Normal year to date 4.18"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.05"
Month to date 0.05"
Normal month to date 0.11"
Year to date 2.43"
Last year to date 4.93"
Normal year to date 3.22"

Sunrise today   6:26 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:30 p.m.
Moonrise today   1:02 a.m.
Moonset today   10:27 a.m.
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Neal Maine

The red-winged blackbird 
is proposed as Cannon 
Beach’s official bird.

MADRAS (AP) — 
Three sheriff’s officers in 
Oregon have been indicted 
on charges of criminally 
negligent homicide 
in connection with an 
inmate’s death.

The indictment was 
filed early Thursday 
against Michael Durkan, 
Cory Skidgel and Anthony 
Hansen — corrections 
officers with the Jefferson 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
central Oregon, according 
to court documents and 
a statement from the 
Jefferson County district 
attorney.

They are accused in 
the death of a James 
Wippel, 59, who died at 
the Jefferson County Jail 
last April.

At the time, the sheriff’s 
office said Wippel suffered 
a serious medical issue a 
few days after landing in 
jail on drug charges. Para-
medics arrived to take him 
to a hospital, but he died at 
the scene.

John Wentworth, the 
deputy district attorney 
with the Clackamas 
County district attorney’s 
office who is handling the 
case, said authorities aren’t 
planning to arrest the three 
before their arraignment, 
which is scheduled for 

April 19.
An attorney repre-

senting Skidgel, Jennifer 
Kimble, said Skidgel 
would be pleading not 
guilty. An attorney repre-
senting Anthony Hansen 
could not immediately 
be reached Thursday, 
nor could an attorney for 
Durkan be identified.

Jefferson County 
district attorney Steven 
Leriche said his office 
handed off the case to 
the Clackamas prosecutor 
to avoid any conflict of 
interest.

“Jefferson County is 
a small place,” Leriche 
said. “We all know these 
corrections deputies.”

Leriche added that he 
hadn’t been close with any 
of the three.

Neither Leriche 
nor Wentworth would 
comment on what led 
investigators to charge the 
three.

Negligent homicide, 
the charge faced by each 
of the three, carries a 
maximum sentence of five 
years.

Durkan and Skidgel 
are deputies; Hansen 
is a corporal. Leriche 
confirmed the three had 
been removed from active 
duty.

Three jail 
employees indicted 
after inmate death

Neal Maine

A red-winged blackbird protects its territory from an 
elk in Clatsop County wetlands. 

Haystack Rock Awareness Program

A tufted puffin nests on 
Haystack Rock. 
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