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Devan Driskell, an eighth-grader at 

Sunridge Middle School, handed over a $1,000 

check Monday at the Pendleton Rotary Club 

meeting to help revive the city’s Fourth of July 

fireworks display.

Gwen Fjeld, vice president of the Rotary 

Club, thanked Driskell for the contribution 

but handed the check 

right back, saying he had 

done enough and should 

instead save it for his 

education.

After all, Driskell’s 

willingness to put nearly 

a year’s worth of his own 

income toward bringing 

back the show was what 

inspired Rotarian Jerry 

Imsland to get involved. 

The pair — a 14-year-old 

newspaper delivery boy 

who recently lost his 

job because of circula-

tion layoffs at the East 

Oregonian and a veteran 

Pendleton real estate 

appraiser and Port of 

Umatilla commissioner 

— have spearheaded the 

effort to bring back the 

display that flamed out in 

2017.

The committee has raised more than its 

$10,000 goal and will produce a bigger show 

than in the years prior, Imsland said. The event 

will be the night of July 4 and the fireworks 

will be launched from the property west of 

Wal-Mart.

Fireworks 

show ready 

to re-ignite

George Plaven/EO Media Group

Ethan Akers, left, and Zachary Ferguison, of the Heppner High 

School FFA chapter, practice welding patterns using crackers 

and spray cheese as part of an activity hosted by Blue Mountain 

Community College at the 2018 Oregon FFA State Convention in 

Redmond.

Attendees use downtime at 

state convention to test skills

By GEORGE PLAVEN

EO Media Group

Beau Ditmore had never saddled a 

horse before, but was willing to give 

it a try Sunday morning at the 2018 

Oregon FFA State Convention in 

Redmond.

Granted, it wasn’t an actual horse, 

but rather a white plastic barrel fastened 

to a metal stepladder. Still, Ditmore 

learned the proper way to cinch a saddle 

around the makeshift steed while Anne 

Livingston, advisor to Blue Mountain 

Community College Collegiate FFA, 

provided basic instructions.

“It was nerve-wracking,” Ditmore 

admitted when he was finished. “If it 

was a real horse, it probably would 

have bucked.”
Ditmore, a freshman at Culver High 

School in central Oregon, was on hand 

to support fellow members of his FFA 

chapter at the state convention, held 

this year at the Deschutes Fair & Expo 

Center in Redmond.

BMCC Collegiate FFA from 

Pendleton was also on hand, bringing 

along a variety of hands-on activities 

for the high schoolers to try when they 

BMCC takes FFA 

program on the road

Staff photos by Kathy Aney

Students lead the way during the March for Our Lives on Saturday in Pendleton. 

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

A
bout 160 people marched through 

downtown Pendleton Saturday 

afternoon chanting “We want 

change!”
They were led by two dozen high 

school students wearing orange armbands 

— the color signaling “Don’t shoot!” 

in the hunting world — and joined by 

millions across the country participating 

in a national March for Our Lives.

Some of the adults carried signs with 

politically focused messages, calling the 

GOP “guns over people” or mentioning 

the NRA. But the students stuck with 

simpler messages, holding posters 

proclaiming “Never Again” and “Enough 

is Enough.”
“We wanted it to be more about student 

safety than anything political,” Pendleton 

High School junior Daphny Chen said.

The purple-haired teen stood on a wall 

at Brownfield Park as marchers arrived 

Saturday, welcoming them enthusiasti-

cally and asking if they were registered 

Pendleton students 

lead march for change

Two protesters listen to Con-

gressional candidate Jamie 

McLeod-Skinner Saturday 

during the March for Our Lives 

in Pendleton. 

EO file photo

The Pendleton Rotary Club has raised 

their goal of $10,000 to put on this year’s 

Fourth of July fireworks display. 

By STEVE PEOPLES

Associated Press

NEW YORK — They have walked 

out, marched and demanded action across 

America to stop gun violence. But it’s far 

from certain that the young people behind the 

“March for Our Lives” movement will be a 

political force at the ballot box this fall.

Republicans are skeptical. Democrats are 

hopeful. And outside groups that favor gun 

control aren’t taking any chances.

Organizations aligned with Democrats on 

gun control are spending tens of millions of 

dollars to ensure that young voters’ passion 

and enthusiasm doesn’t fade before the 

Political force or 

fad? Young voters 

clout uncertain
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By TOM JAMESAssociated Press

SALEM — President Donald Trump’s tax overhaul is a short-term boon for most states, but one is set to miss out entirely: Oregon.Instead of a bonus, Oregon faces a loss of $217 million in the two years after the overhaul goes into effect, the largest of any state that has revealed its predictions. Democrats created a plan to avoid losing hundreds of millions of dollars, but Republicans are using it to try to make political inroads in this deep blue state.The Democratic-con-

trolled Legislature passed the proposal after a bitter argument, but weeks later is still awaiting action from Gov. Kate Brown, who has expressed hesitation about her own party’s plan. She faces re-election in November, and Republicans said the divisive proposal is one of their main tools against her.
State Rep. Knute Buehler, a leading Republican candi-date, said it amounts to “a massive tax hike.”The federal tax law that sparked the fight will mean extra money for most states. 

Oregon’s rare loss from U.S. tax law sets off political fight

By GEORGE PLAVENEO Media Group

T he beginning of spring ushers a flurry of 
activity on the vast, rolling wheat fields 
of Umatilla and Morrow counties.

Farmers drive large sprayer rigs over 

still-green plants to control weeds and pests, 

while crossing their fingers for make-or-
break rainstorms that can turn otherwise 

average yields into a bumper crop.
This year, however, a new layer of uncer-

tainty has emerged for the Northwest wheat 

industry.
Since the U.S. pulled out of the Trans-Pa-

cific Partnership, or TPP, growers are worried 
about maintaining strong relationships with 

longtime foreign customers in countries like 

Japan, which signed on to a revised version 

of the trade deal March 8 in Santiago, Chile, 

along with 10 other nations.The vast majority of Oregon wheat — 

between 85 and 90 percent — is exported, 

with 21 percent of export sales to Japan. 

That amounts to $60 million, at current 

prices from Portland grain terminals.
While the price of soft white wheat has 

rebounded modestly from its sub-$5 per 

bushel low last year, Japanese flour mills 
estimate higher tariffs on American wheat 

could negatively impact market share by 

more than half, from 3 million metric tons to 

less than 1.4 million metric tons. And once 

that market share is gone, it can be difficult 
to recapture.

Matt Wood, who farms several thousand 

acres of dryland wheat and cattle pasture 

near the small town of Helix, said farmers 

are wary of the unpredictability. But the 

economic consequences extend even further.
“The community you draw business 

support from is ever shrinking,” Wood said. 

“That’s a real concern.”

Ripple effectWhat has happened in Helix — popula-
tion 181 — is what continues to happen all 

over rural America, Wood said.Wood took over the lease on his family’s 

farm in 1993. Since then, he said the town 

has lost its grocery store, hardware store 

Trade uncertainty hits home

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Wheat farmer Jeff Newtson of Helix plants barley in a field off of Dorran Road on Friday northwest of Helix. Newtson says he 

is currently working 20-hour days to get his crops in the ground. 

Economic impact ripples into rural communities, affecting region’s wheat farmers

“The President has promised to negotiate great new deals. 

American agriculture now counts on that promise and 

American wheat farmers — facing a calamity they would 

be hard-pressed to overcome — now depend on it.”

Excerpt from a letter written by state and national wheat industry groups that was sent  

to Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer, urging President Donald Trump to reconsider the TPP

By JADE MCDOWELLEast Oregonian

As Christians around the world celebrate what they believe was the most important three days in Earth’s history, hundreds of believers in Hermiston gath-ered to pay their own tribute.The crowd participated in Way of the Cross, an annual pageant by Our Lady of Angels Catholic Church that takes people through 14 stations depicting the final 

HERMISTONBelievers remember biblical 
events through Way of the Cross

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Actors re-enact Jesus meeting his mother Mary 

at the fourth station, part of the Way of the Cross  

passion play on Friday in Hermiston.
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Oregon secretary of state visits east side

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

Umatilla County elections manager Kim Lindell shows off the new ballot-counting machines to Oregon Secretary of State Dennis  

Richardson on Thursday during a tour of the elections division at the Umatilla County Courthouse in Pendleton.

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

O
regon Secretary of State Dennis Richardson said he wants to help turn around Umatilla County’s low voter turnout.Richardson arrived earlier this week to Pendleton and participated in Wednesday night’s local GOP fundraiser, and Thursday morning he was at the Umatilla County Elections Division in a smart blue blazer and cargo pants. He said he is visiting elections offices in all 36 counties to gain a first-hand understanding of the process, from how ballots come in to when officials submit results to the state. 

He asked elections manager Kim Lindell several questions, including about turnout. Lindell, manager since 2014 who also worked in the division in the late 1990s, said the county used to hover around the 80 percent mark but now the rate is around 30 percent and routinely last in the state. 
“I feel very strongly that as citi-zens we have an obligation to partic-ipate in the system,” Richardson responded.

The January special election saw 

statewide turnout at a meager 39.5 percent. Umatilla County voters managed a rate of 31 percent. State-wide turnout in the 2016 general election reached 80.3 percent of registered voters, while Umatilla County’s turnout was 73.3 percent, the lowest in Oregon.
Lindell said the county is working on ways to turn up the turnout. She 

started a county elections Facebook page, and Commissioner George Murdock has pushed for more ballot drop boxes. Lindell said now only three communities lack those boxes — Adams, Helix and Ukiah. Richardson said he and his office would help however it could and offered the possibility of robocalling to encourage voting. He even said 

local billboard companies might be willing to offer vacant space as public service announcements to get out the vote.
Maybe, he said, the key lies in finding a way to show voting is the right thing to do.
The county’s voter registration, meanwhile, is trending up, from 41,756 in January to 42,135 as of Thursday morning, with 8,903 Democrats, 13,990 Republicans, 1,859 Independents, and 17,383 as non-affiliated or with other parties. The county also has seen an increase in 16- and 17-year-olds registering now to vote in the future. Lindell also showed off the county’s ballot tabulation machines. He said they cost $98,000 new and her division bought two — one for a backup — used from Lane County for a total of $25,000. 

The Election Systems and Soft-ware 850s are fast and make digital scans of ballots, Lindell said, and can detect write-in votes and over- and under-votes. When the machine identifies an over-vote, for example, she said it displays a digital copy of the ballot in question so a real person 

Voter turnout, secure ballots top Richardson’s priorities

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Umatilla County sheriff’s Sgt. John Schafer holds up a box with a 

dose of the anti-opioid NARCAN while briefing U.S. Rep. Greg Walden 

during a round-table discussion on opioids Wednesday in Pendleton.

Potent drugs endanger 
users as well as police

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Rep. Greg Walden stared at a photo projected onto a large screen and shook his head slowly. The slide showed three vials, labeled with names of different opioid drugs. Each vial contained a dose lethal to humans. 
The bottom of the heroin vial was covered with a white powder. Another vial, containing the powerful synthetic opioid called 

fentanyl, contained what appeared to be a pinch of the drug. The vial of carfentanil, a even-more-potent chemical cousin of fentanyl, held what looked like a grain of sand.  The Republican congressman from Oregon sat in a conference room Wednesday at the Umatilla County Sheriff’s Office with Sheriff Terry Rowan and other county law enforcement leaders, along with a couple of state legisla-tors, Rep. Bill Hansell, R-Athena, and Greg Barreto, R-Cove. Infor-mally, they chatted about what has become one of Walden’s favorite 

Walden talks opioids with county law enforcement

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Cali-fornia, Oregon and other marijuana-friendly states are seeking a meeting with U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions in hopes of resolving the conflict between federal and state laws that has left the nation’s cannabis industry in legal limbo.
Marijuana is illegal 

at the federal 
level, even as 

29 states have 
l e g a l i z e d 
pot in some 
form.

State trea-
surers from Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Illinois and Pennsylvania told Sessions in a letter Thursday that businesses and banks need greater clarity on how federal law enforcement will respond to the growing legalization trend.

The Trump administra-tion lifted an Obama-era policy in January that kept federal authorities from cracking down on the pot trade in states where the drug is legal.

Pot-friendly 
states want 
meeting with 
AG Sessions
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Oregon Secretary of State Dennis Richardson presents a medale 

to Umatilla County elections manager Kim Lindell during a visit 

Thursday in Pendleton.

See RICHARDSON/10A

See OPIOIDS/10A

MARINERS START 
SEASON WITH A WINPENDLETON 

SHUTS OUT 

ST. HELENS
SPORTS/1B

142nd Year, No. 114 
WINNER OF THE 2017 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

One dollarWEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2018

TRUMP FLOATS USING 

MILITARY BUDGET TO 

PAY FOR BORDER WALL

NATION/8A

Hermiston man claims he 

shot Cragun in self defense

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN

East Oregonian

A Hermiston man accused of murder 

and jailed for nearly a year could be free 

next month. Attorney Kara Davis claims 

Tyree Houfmuse was acting in self-de-

fense during a fatal confrontation with a 

man who threatened to kill him.

Houfmuse, 35, has been in the Umatilla 

County Jail, Pendleton, since his arrest in 

June 2017 following the fatal shooting of 

James Cragun at a Hermiston apartment 

complex over Memorial Day weekend.

A hearing that began Tuesday is circuit 

court in Hermiston will continue April 18. 

Judge Eva Temple will consider releasing 

Houfmuse, who faces charges of murder, 

manslaughter, and felon in possession of 

a firearm.  
His trial was originally scheduled for 

late April, but in February the district 

attorney’s office requested to postpone 

until November as prosecutors waited 

for results from the state crime lab. Davis 

said if the trial is postponed, Houfmuse 

will have been in jail for more than a year 

while presumptively innocent.

Temple allowed both sides to give 

opening statements Tuesday but said 

hearing had to conclude another day due 

to the amount of evidence. Temple said 

she has to review more than 14 hours of 

video, audio and written evidence. That 

includes interviews with witnesses who 

were with Houfmuse the night of the 

shooting, Hermiston police as well as 

Houfmuse himself. She also will review 

text messages between various parties, 

including between Cragun and his ex-girl-

friend, who was with Houfmuse the night 

Cragun died.

According to witness accounts from 

that night, detailed in a search warrant 

affidavit from Hermiston police, Cragun 

came to his ex-girlfriend’s apartment 

and charged toward her. Houfmuse and 

Cragun fought, the accounts stated, and a 

gun went off in Cragun’s hand while they 

were fighting. 
Davis said Houfmuse was within his 

rights because he acted in self-defense.

She cited case law that details what a 

person is allowed to do if they feel their 

Houfmuse 

pushes for 

his release

By PARIS ACHEN

Capital Bureau

PORTLAND — Gov. Kate Brown on 

Tuesday declared drug addiction a public 

health crisis and signed two pieces of 

addiction-related legislation into law.

“Unfortunately, right now, our federal 

government is recognizing the problem, 

but it is certainly focused on punishment,” 

Brown said. “That leaves us, the states, 

to right the wrongs of a war on drugs that 

has done absolutely nothing to address the 

issues that drive this public health crisis 

while our prisons 

and our foster care 

systems are filled 
to capacity with its 

victims.”
The declaration 

is part of an exec-

utive order she 

issued Tuesday that 

charges the state 

Alcohol and Drug 

Policy Commis-

sion and certain 

state agencies 

with developing a 

statewide strategic 

plan for addiction 

prevention, treat-

ment and recovery.

Addiction is 

the main driver of 

foster care place-

ments in Oregon, 

Brown said.

Nearly 60 

percent of children 

in foster care have 

at least one parent 

with a substance 

abuse disorder. 

Addiction also 

heavily contributes 

to the nation’s high 

rate of incarcera-

tion.
“The criminal 

justice system 

should not be 

Oregon’s safety net for persons suffering 

from the disease of addiction,” the execu-

tive order states.

Reducing barriers to comprehensive 

behavior health care could help “lift a 

burden” off of families, hospitals, law 

enforcement, prisons and the state foster 

care system, Brown said.

The governor signed the executive 

order and signed House Bills 4143 and 

4137 during an event at Lines for Life, 

a Southwest Portland-based nonprofit 

agency that provides a 24-hour substance 

abuse and suicide crisis line.

House Bill 4143, proposed by Gov. 

Brown, is the work of her Opioid Epidemic 

Task Force, which began convening in 

September.

Among other things, the bill requires 

medical providers to register with the 

Oregon Health Authority’s prescription 

drug monitoring program. The monitoring 

system allows physicians to look up 

patients to find out if they have misused 

opioids or have been shopping for a doctor 

Governor signs 

addiction bills, 

executive order

Construction will begin  

in 2019 and is expected 

to conclude in 2020

East Oregonian

The Oregon Department of 

Transportation announced plans this 

week for a series of construction 

projects along Interstate 84 between 

Pendleton and La Grande to make 

the stretch of freeway safer for 

motorists.

The work is based on the Inter-

state 84 Corridor Management Plan, 

a study that looked at road safety 

between Boardman and Ontario. It 

determined a high need to reduce 

speed-related crashes, crash severity 

and distracted driving on the entire 

stretch of roadway, and to add better 

real-time information on weather and 

traffic.
The first phase includes $11 

million worth of projects, including 

$4 million funded by the transporta-

tion bill passed at the end of the 2017 

Legislative session. Work will begin 

in 2019 and is expected to conclude 

in 2020.
Projects include:

• More than a dozen new message 

boards mounted above the interstate. 

According to a press release from 

ODOT, some will be linked to 

sensors to display real time informa-

tion, including temperature, presence 

of ice or fog, and chain requirements.

• Ten additional road and weather 

sensors.
• Nine miles of cable barrier 

between eastbound and westbound 

lanes along two stretches to prevent 

crossover crashes (roughly between 

mileposts 229 and 238 and mileposts 

249 to 250.)

• Twenty LED lights along two 

miles of the downhill, westbound 

curves of Cabbage Hill east of 

Pendleton, with more lights added 

as funding allows. There will also be 

more than 12 miles of yellow reflec-

tive markers attached to guardrail in 

that area.
• A new road camera (westbound 

MP 247.4), snow zone sign (east-

bound MP 220.6), and ramp gate 

(westbound Exit 224 at Poverty 

Flats).
• More than 10 miles of buried 

power line to support these enhance-

ments and future upgrades.

• Twelve curve warning signs with 

flashing beacons in the Grande Ronde 

River Canyon west of La Grande.

A separate project will add a third 

lane for eastbound trucks in Ladd 

Canyon, east of La Grande, in the 

coming years. The stretch is closed 

often as trucks spin out and there is 

not enough room for traffic to get 

around disabled vehicles.

The corridor management plan 

has a list of goals it hopes to accom-

plish by 2025, including reducing 

serious and speed-related crashes 

by 20 percent and weather related 

crashes by 25 percent, communi-

cating dangerous road conditions 

to all travelers within five minutes 

of the condition being recognized 

and preventing truck parking from 

spilling back onto freeways.

The study also notes that during 

the summer a key cause of severe 

crashes is speed, while in the winter a 

key cause is following too close. 

ODOT plans $11 million safety projects on Interstate 84

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

Jamie Salazar, with Kirby Nagelhout Construction Co., pulls down parts of the 

wooden ceiling from a man-lift in the Rivoli Theater on Tuesday in Pendleton. 

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

P
iles of boards, beams and plaster 

cover either side of the basement of 

the old Rivoli Theater in downtown 

Pendleton. Some of that includes what had 

been the ground floor.
The place is all but gutted.

Andrew Picken, president of the Historic 

Rivoli Theater Performing Arts Center 

Restoration Coalition, said the project is in 

full demolition mode.

“I’d say nearly 70 percent done now, and 

we hope to complete demolition by April 

15,” Picken said. “That’s getting it all down.”

Volunteers started the demolition last 

year. The nonprofit coalition also hired 

Kirby Nagelhout Construction Co. to handle 

the tough parts. The Bend-based business 

staffs an office in Pendleton and built the 

Yellowhawk Tribal Health Center, and 

in 2015 handled the security upgrades at 

Pendleton High School and Sunridge Middle 

School, as well as the installation of larger air 

conditioning units at Sunridge. 

Jon York is the Kirby Nagelhout project 

superintendent. He said crews have removed 

walls, stage arches and more. Much of that 

took place on two mechanical lifts, the largest 

capable of raising workers more than 50 feet 

in the air. The bigger machine is battery 

powered and weighs about 5,200 pounds, 

BRINGING THE 

HOUSE DOWN

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Tyree Houfmuse listens to his defense at-

torney Kara Davis during a pre-trial hear-

ing on Tuesday at the Stafford Hansell 

Government Center in Hermiston. 

‘The 
criminal 

justice 
system 
should not 

be Oregon’s 

safety net 

for persons 

suffering 

from the 

disease of 

addiction.’

excerpt from the 

executive order

Gov. Brown

Demolition underway at Pendleton’s 

Rivoli — with a second act in store

The demolition at the Rivoli Theater 

is 70 percent done with the goal for a  

completion date of April 15. 
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By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Eastern Oregon schools, roads and law 
enforcement are due almost $8 million from 
the reauthorization of the federal Secure Rural 
Schools program. 

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden, Oregon’s lone 
Republican in Congress, chairs the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee, where he 
authorized selling eight million barrels from 
the nation’s strategic petroleum reserve to fund 
Secure Rural Schools for $426 million. The 
program is part of the massive $1.3 trillion 
omnibus spending bill that President Donald 
Trump signed into law last week. 

Walden, who is seeking re-election, made 
rounds Wednesday in Umatilla County to tout 
the benefits of the appropriations.

About $65 million is due to Oregon from the 
Secure Rural Schools fund. The money goes 
to local schools, roads and law enforcement 
in places affected by a loss of timber revenue. 
Umatilla County is getting about $1.2 million, 
and Morrow County about $111,000. Union, 
Wallowa and Baker counties each receive 
around $700,000 or more, Harney County 
about $1.3 million and Grant County more than 
$3.1 million. 

Walden told a couple of dozen commis-
sioners in Pendleton the issue was also how to 
fund the program. Parting with a small portion 
of the strategic reserve solved the problem, he 
said.

According to U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, U.S. oil production is trending 
up and as of last week produced 10,433 barrels 
a day.

Other parts of the bill are good for Oregon 
and the country, he said, especially when it 
comes to mental health. 

Congress in 2016 authorized the 21st 
Century Cures Act to help reduce opioid use, 
develop and expedite new medical treatments 
and improve mental health care.

“We funded it in the omnibus,” Walden said, 
with $4 billion going to mental health care and 
the opioid epidemic. 

The money covers 13 areas to make 
schools safer and help youth, he said, from 
active shooter training for law enforcement to 
programs that teach how to spot youth suffering 
mental trouble. Walden said 80 percent of 

Walden touts
benefits from
$1.3T omnibus
spending bill

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Pendleton artist Alysha de Martinez, 15, sold two of her works on 
display at the Pendleton Center for the Arts to real estate devel-
oper Jordan Schnitzer. 

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Not many fledgling artists can say 
they sold work to a major collector at 
their very first art show, but a Pendleton 
teenager did just that.

Two abstract pieces created by 
Alysha de Martinez, 15, are now part of 
real estate developer Jordan Schnitzer’s 
extensive art collection. The Portland 
businessman and art aficionado 
traveled to Pendleton on March 16 to 
attend the opening of an exhibit of the 
works of Louise Bourgeois. The art, 
borrowed from Schnitzer’s collection, 
lined the walls of the art center’s main 
upstairs gallery. 

Alysha’s pieces, colorful and 
abstract, hung in a different part of 
the building, a little off the beaten 
path. Roberta Lavadour, the executive 
director of the art center, escorted 
Schnitzer down a flight of stairs to the 
Lorenzen Board Room Gallery where 
he met de Martinez and her parents. 
De Martinez’s paintings and collages 
ringed the room. As Schnitzer gazed at 
them one by one, he asked the teenager 
questions. 

“I was extremely impressed with the 
quality of her acrylics and collages — so 
impressed that I bought two of them,” 
Schnitzer said. “Equally impressive 
was her maturity, her demeanor and her 
confidence in herself.”

The Pendleton High School soph-
omore is self taught. She does most 

Teen artist gets boost from major art collector

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden looks at a condenser in the horticulture laboratory at the Hermiston Agriculture Research and  
Extension Center while on a tour with Oregon Senator Bill Hansell, left, and station director Phil Hamm, right, on Wednes-
day outside of Hermiston.

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

A
fter the 2018 federal spending bill secured more than 
$3 billion in funding for agricultural research, Rep. 
Greg Walden got to see some of that work firsthand 

Wednesday at the Hermiston Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center.

Walden got a tour of the center as part of a trip through 
Umatilla County. Director Phil Hamm, as enthusiastic as 
ever in his promotion of the experiment station, showed 
off insect-raising rooms, soil testing labs, greenhouses, bee 
research and more.

“In your district you have the best experiment station 
anywhere,” Hamm told the congressman.

After making sure everyone — even University of Oregon 
Ducks fans like Walden and state senator Bill Hansell — 
had on their very own Oregon State University Beavers 
baseball cap, Hamm showed Walden about $1 million in 

Research station shows off upgrades

Oregon Sen. Bill Hansell and U.S. Rep. Greg Walden take a walk-
ing tour of HAREC with station director Phil Hamm 

By GEORGE PLAVEN
EO Media Group

The owner of Lost Valley Farm, 
a controversial Boardman dairy that 
has drawn the ire of environmental 
groups and run afoul of state regu-

lators, may soon be forced to sell its 
entire herd.

Greg te Velde, of Tipton, Calif., 
began operating the dairy in 2017. 
It was permitted for up to 30,000 
cows — making it the second-
largest dairy in the state, behind 

neighboring Threemile Canyon 
Farms. 

But according to documents 
filed in Morrow County Circuit 
Court, te Velde is in significant 
financial straits, more than $150 
million in debt and owing more 

than $60 million to Rabobank, a 
Dutch agricultural lender.

Rabobank made three commer-
cial loans and issued three lines of 
credit for Lost Valley and two other 
dairies te Velde owns in California. 
The loans were secured in part by 
Lost Valley’s dairy herd, other live-
stock, silage and equipment.

The bank claims te Velde has 
since defaulted on two of the loans, 
and foreclosure proceedings are 
underway in California. Toppenish 
Livestock Commission, of Toppe-
nish, Wash., plans to auction the 
Lost Valley herd, which includes 

BOARDMAN

Lost Valley herd may go to auction
Dutch bank claims dairy owner has defaulted on $60 million loans

$3 billion in agricultural research funding at work

Midnight creative spells 
offer artistic inspiration

LOTS OF LOCAL 
EASTER EGG HUNTS

COMMUNITY/6A

See HERD/8A

See TOUR/8A

See MARTINEZ/8A

See WALDEN/8A

Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

Information or to register 
call (541) 667-3509 

or email 
healthinfo@gshealth.org 

www.gshealth.org

For babysitters ages 10-15. Learn childcare 
techniques, children's developmental stages and 
what to expect, basic first aid and infant and child 
CPR. Choose any one of the following classes:

BABYSITTING BASICS 101

Saturdays, April 7 or May 5
9:00am-3:00pm

$40, includes lunch & all class materials
Must pre-register & Pre-pay, call 541-667-3509

CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES 

AVAILABLE!

Join us for these FREE, informative and popular 
lunch & learn series covering various topics focusing 
on healthy living. Bring your lunch and your 
questions!

LUNCH & LEARN

Call for specific times, dates & locations
12:00-1:00pm

call 541-667-3509

504 Homes for Sale

$125,000- UKIAH/ Country 
living set in the mountains.  
Remodeled cabin like home.  
Large deck to enjoy the views 
and wildlife w/large yard, large 
shop.  Carolyn 541-786-0822 
cell.  #17660017

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$49,900- INVESTORS!  2 bed-
room, 1 bath home in need of 
rehab.  Newer roof, pleasant 
layout, nice-sized rooms, a 
single garage, and a desirable 
yard space. Molly 541-969-4188 
#18084666

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

 

$329,900- So much to enjoy!  
3 bed, 3 bath with great room 
plus large family room.  Kitchen: 
granite counters, stainless appli-
ances. Gas fireplaces. Two lots 
w/deck space looking toward 
park. Vicki 541-969-9441 cell.  
#17297249

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$207,000- Wonderful sunset 
views from this classic mid-cen-
tury daylight basement home.  
3 bedroom, 2 bath, hardwood 
floors, full basement.  Large 
deck, fenced backyard.  Great 
location!  Jef  541-969-9539 cell.  
#18040021

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

504 Homes for Sale

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

541.377.9470

IF YOU’RE THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR HOME YOU 
OWE IT TO YOURSELF TO 
GIVE GARTON & ASSOCIATE 
REALTORS A CALL 

(541) 276-0931
Garton & Associates

541-276-0931   

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$144,900- ATHENA.  Totally re-
built 3 bedroom, 2 bath home.  
Dbl pane windows, metal roof, 
new wiring, plumbing, electrical.  
New kitchen cabinets, flooring, 
and countertops.  Marsha 541-
377-5152 cell.  #17599106

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$282,000- 3 bed, 2 bath, cozy 
kitchen w/ breakfast bar, TV 
room, gas and wood stoves. W/ 
converted garage 2000sf (m/l).  
Great horse property.  Back 
porch view of valley.  Jerry 541-
969-6378 cell. #18621253

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

HAVING storage problems? Why 
not sell no-longer-used items with 

a fastworking classifed ad?

Classified Ads work hard for you!

502 Real Estate

Attention Sellers, Prices are up!  
Now may be the time to gain 
some equity and move up to a 
larger home.  Call Matt Vogler 
for a free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470 

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home- Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. 

Call Kerry  at 541-377-6855 
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL  
305 SW Court Ave

 541-377-6855  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

Looking for a new place to 
live? The classified ads offer 

a complete section of homes, 
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.

Check daily for new listings!

504 Homes for Sale

$259,900- 3 bed 2 bath 1852 +/- 
sq.ft. on oversized level lot with 
shop. Call Shane 541-379-7802. 
RMLS #17658050

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

Ready to move? Spring is the 
ideal time!
Call Kerry for a free market 
anasysis. 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  305 SW Court Ave

  

204 Automobiles

1999 HONDA  ACCORD
Automatic, moon roof, runs 
good but high miles, needs 
some work. $1,500 or best 
offer. 

Brad 541-969-9980 

302 Trailers

Manufactured home for sale 
minimum bid $500

www.pendletonroundup.com/
announcements

     

354 Auction Sales

AUCTION
US GOVERNMENT 

BANK REPOS
April 8, 2018

312 N 20th Avenue Pasco 
Over 70 Passenger cars & Vans, 
Motor Homes, Scissor Lift, Coo-
per Wire, Computers, Buses, 
Forklifts, tractors, Commercial 
Restaurant Equipment and 
Tools, 13.5% BUYERS PREMI-
UM FOR CATALOGUES www.
vailauctioneers.com On-line 

bidding. 509-543-3566
 WALIC #2175   

502 Real Estate

Now is the time to explore all the 
possibilities for your new home!

Call Kerry  at 541-377-6855 
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL  
305 SW Court Ave

Reliable Representation  

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

ATTN: Matilda/Mission Pendle-
ton area.
Your sons number didn’t come 
up on my phone. Please call 
again Shirley R. (509)525-4630 

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

IF YOU HAVE an eye for real 
value, you’ll eye the classified 

ads regularly.

104 Special Notices

You can 

find your 
dream home

Check out our 
Real Estate Listings

in the Classifieds

GARAGE SALE?
Advertise it here

in the classifieds!

CLASSIFIED ADS work hard
for you. Try one today!


