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WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP  |  RECAP

By DOUG FEINBERG

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It 
took a historic comeback and 
an epic shot to give Notre 
Dame its second national 
championship.

The last-second 3-pointer 
by Arike Ogunbowale that 
lifted the Irish over Missis-
sippi State 61-58 Sunday 
night was a riveting — and 
fitting — conclusion to the 
greatest women’s Final Four, 
and maybe any basketball 
championship.

Coach Muffet McGraw’s 
team has been the comeback 
queens of the NCAA Tour-
nament, with Ogunbowale 
conjuring a bit of magic, not 
once, but twice.

The junior guard provided 
an astonishing encore to her 
game-winning shot that beat 
UConn in the Final Four two 
days earlier. That capped 
another double-digit rally. 

The Irish had to come back 
from halftime deficits in their 
last four NCAA games.

“The fighting spirit of 
Notre Dame is just amazing,” 
McGraw said. “Relentless, 
competitive. They have a 
swagger, they believe in 
themselves with the confi-
dence that starts with Arike 
and Marina (Mabrey) and 
just filters down through the 
team.”

The Irish found them-
selves down 30-17 at the half 
and 15 in the third quarter 
before finally getting on 
tracky. Ogunbowale epito-
mized the Irish struggles on 
offense. She was 1-for-10 
from the field in the first 
half and missed her first two 
shots in the third quarter. The 
frustration was boiling over 
as she punched the padded 
support behind the basket.

But then it all started to 
turn. The resiliency the Irish 
had shown all season while 

dealing with four season-
ending knee injuries was 
there.

A 16-1 run to end the third 
quarter tied the game. A back-
and-forth last 10 minutes 
ended when Ogubowale hit 

her off-balance floater from 
in front of Notre Dame’s 
bench to give the Irish to their 
first title since 2001. The 
3-pointer from the wing came 
from nearly the same angle as 
her shot that beat the Huskies.

“To do that twice in one 
weekend, the biggest stage in 
college basketball, it’s crazy,” 
Ogunbowale said.

Notre Dame returned to 
campus Monday, busing 
back from Columbus and 
greeted by a few thousand 
fans. Ogunbowale’s shot was 
on constant play on the bus.

“Watching the shot again, 
again and again and seeing 
everyone’s reaction was 
special,” McGraw said. “We 
have so many former players 
there, 25 from all different 
years. We were celebrating 
for them. We got back to 
campus and they had a huge 
rally for us and that was fun.”

McGraw says she’s ready 
for some down time and 
happy to bask in the title. 
The Hall of Fame coach was 
noncommittal whether the 
team would visit the White 
House if invited.

“We’ll discuss it with the 
team and make a decision 

if the offer is extended,” 
McGraw told The Associated 
Press by phone Monday.

There’s no reason to think 
Notre Dame couldn’t repeat 
as champions next year. Most 
of the team is back and the 
Irish will get the return of 
Brianna Turner — one of 
four players sidelined this 
season with knee ligament 
injuries.

Even if they do win it all 
again next season, it will be 
nearly impossible to repeat 
the drama of this run.

“Phenomenal for women’s 
basketball. Three exciting 
games. I hope the ratings 
reflect it,” McGraw said after 
the game. “The crowd was 
tremendous tonight. Every-
body came back. Just an 
incredible job by Columbus 
and the local community. 
Great support for women’s 
basketball and definitely one 
of the best Final Fours since 
2001, right?”

Irish eyes are rocking: Notre Dame lifted by wild title win
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Notre Dame’s Arike Ogunbowale (24) celebrates with 
teammates after making a 3-point basket to defeat 
Mississippi State 61-58 in the final of the women’s 
NCAA Final Four college basketball tournament Sun-
day in Columbus, Ohio.

With Michigan refusing 
to go away early in the 
second half, he opened his 
game-sealing run with an 
around-the-back dribble to 
get to the hoop and get fouled. 
On the other end, he delivered 
a two-handed rejection of 
Michigan’s Charles Matthews 
— his second block of the 
game — when Matthews tried 
to bring it into the paint.

“Blocked shots, definitely,” 
DiVincenzo said when asked 
if he enjoys 3s or rejections 
more. “I pride myself on 
defense and just bringing 
energy to the team.”

The 3 that sealed it came 
from a big step behind the arc 
and gave Villanova a 62-44 
lead with a bit less than 8 
minutes left.

About the only drama left 
was whether DiVincenzo 
could unwrap himself from 
his teammates’ mob hug to 
toss the ball underhanded 
toward the scoreboard after 
the buzzer. He succeeded 
there, too.

Mikal Bridges finished 

with 19 in what could be his 
final audition for the NBA. 
Player of the Year Jalen 
Brunson was celebrating 
despite an off night — nine 
points and two rebounds. His 
struggles barely mattered.

What a couple months 
it’s been for Philly. First the 
Eagles. Now this. The Super 
Bowl, though, was a classic. 
This one was only beautiful to 
one team.

Michigan (33-8) came out 
playing tough-nosed defense 
it relied on over a 14-game 
winning streak that got the 
Wolverines to their second 
final in six years.

Moe Wagner scored 11 
early points to continue his 
great play in the Final Four. 
Villanova started 1 for 9 from 
3-point range. And yet, after 
DiVincenzo banged down a 
3 from a step behind the arc 
for Villanova’s second of the 
night, coach John Beilein 
looked at the scoreboard and 
saw his team behind, 23-21.

“The way DiVincenzo shot 
the ball, it was just incredible 
for us to try to win that game 

with the roll he went on,” 
Beilein said.

If his first 3 wasn’t demor-
alizing enough, DiVincenzo 
made another, then took a 
bounce pass from Brunson for 
a dunk, then paid it forward 
with an assist to Omari 
Spellman. It was part of a 23-7 
run that gave the Wildcats a 
nine-point lead at halftime; 
they never looked back.

For the record, DiVincenzo 
has no problem starting games 
on the bench.

He’s been willing to do 
whatever’s needed since he 
arrived in 2015. His season 
cut short because of a knee 
injury, he was healthy enough 
to run the scout squad for 
Villanova during its first title 
run. Some on the team said 
he did Oklahoma star Buddy 
Hield better than Hield.

But maybe a more apt 
comparison is to ... Bill Walton 
and Kareem Abdul-Jabbar?

DiVincenzo joins them in 
the rare club of players to crack 
30 points while also shooting 
better than 66 percent from the 
floor in a Final Four game.

FINAL FOUR: DiVincenzo joins rare Final Four game club
Continued from 1B
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Villanova guard Donte DiVincenzo drives to the basket over Michigan guard Charles 
Matthews (1) during the second half in the championship game of the Final Four 
NCAA college basketball tournament Monday in San Antonio.

504 Homes for Sale

RARE Acreage Available- 
17.69acres - Riverfront Horse 
Acres- 4 bed/ 3 bath- (2 Mas-
ter bedrooms)- Coveted 1 Lev-
el Ranch home and great level 
land #18338299 $395,000
Call today to tour 541-377-6855 

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  

305 SW Court Ave
  

$287,500 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen. Double lot.  
Two double car garages and 
much more.  MLS# 17054486

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690        

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath 
Home.  Very nice throughout.  
210x100 Lot.  Detached garage.  
Garden area. Fenced Yard.  
Vinyl Siding. Very nice home.  
MLS# 17230137 

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690  

Check today’s classified
ads for excellent buys on

the items you need!

New Listing
$239,00-0  3 Bedroom Home 
on 1.3 acres.  Very nice home.  
Granite Countertops.  New 
Flooring throughout.  Very nice 
view of Golf Course and Moun-
tains.  MLS# 18100589

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690      

504 Homes for Sale

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$207,000- Wonderful sunset 
views from this classic mid-cen-
tury daylight basement home.  
3 bedroom, 2 bath, hardwood 
floors, full basement.  Large 
deck, fenced backyard.  Great 
location!  Jef  541-969-9539 cell.  
#18040021

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$374,500- 2.2 Acres – 4700sf 
(m/l) updated ranch home has 
style/ grace.  Spring Hollow 
Road, equally between Pend-
leton and Walla Walla. 4 bed-
rooms, 3 bath, 1296sf (m/l) 
unfinished basement. Kevin @ 
541-969-8243.  #16122252

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$175,000- North Hill 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home, corner lot.  Re-
modeled kitchen and baths w/
beautiful tilework, polished con-
crete counters.  Woodfloors, 
double pane windows, gas-log 
fireplace.  Dawn 541-310-9563 
cell.  #18381045

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal 
cabin.  Cabin is one bedroom 
with bathroom. Enclosed porch 
that could be used for additional
sleeping area.  Wood burning 
fireplace. Private and Cozy.  Re-
duced to $89,900.  Call Cathy 
for more info  (541) 215-0103.

GARTON & ASSOCIATES
(541) 276-0931    

504 Homes for Sale

$282,000- 3 bed, 2 bath, cozy 
kitchen w/ breakfast bar, TV 
room, gas and wood stoves. W/ 
converted garage 2000sf (m/l).  
Great horse property.  Back 
porch view of valley.  Jerry 541-
969-6378 cell. #18621253

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$125,000- UKIAH/ Country 
living set in the mountains.  
Remodeled cabin like home.  
Large deck to enjoy the views 
and wildlife w/large yard, large 
shop.  Carolyn 541-786-0822 
cell.  #17660017

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$49,900- INVESTORS!  2 bed-
room, 1 bath home in need of 
rehab.  Newer roof, pleasant 
layout, nice-sized rooms, a 
single garage, and a desirable 
yard space. Molly 541-969-4188 
#18084666

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

 

$329,900- So much to enjoy!  
3 bed, 3 bath with great room 
plus large family room.  Kitchen: 
granite counters, stainless appli-
ances. Gas fireplaces. Two lots 
w/deck space looking toward 
park. Vicki 541-969-9441 cell.  
#17297249

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale

$259,900- 3 bed 2 bath 1852 +/- 
sq.ft. on oversized level lot with 
shop. Call Shane 541-379-7802. 
RMLS #17658050

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

Ready to move? Spring is the 
ideal time!
Call Kerry for a free market 
anasysis. 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  305 SW Court Ave

  

IF YOU’RE THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR HOME YOU 
OWE IT TO YOURSELF TO 
GIVE GARTON & ASSOCIATE 
REALTORS A CALL 

(541) 276-0931
Garton & Associates

541-276-0931   

Looking for a new place to 
live? The classified ads offer 

a complete section of homes, 
apartments, and mobile
homes to fit your needs.

Check daily for new listings!

$144,900- ATHENA.  Totally re-
built 3 bedroom, 2 bath home.  
Dbl pane windows, metal roof, 
new wiring, plumbing, electrical.  
New kitchen cabinets, flooring, 
and countertops.  Marsha 541-
377-5152 cell.  #17599106

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

302 Trailers

Manufactured home for sale 
minimum bid $500

www.pendletonroundup.com/
announcements

     

354 Auction Sales

AUCTION
US GOVERNMENT 

BANK REPOS
April 8, 2018

312 N 20th Avenue Pasco 
Over 70 Passenger cars & Vans, 
Motor Homes, Scissor Lift, Coo-
per Wire, Computers, Buses, 
Forklifts, tractors, Commercial 
Restaurant Equipment and 
Tools, 13.5% BUYERS PREMI-
UM FOR CATALOGUES www.
vailauctioneers.com On-line 

bidding. 509-543-3566
 WALIC #2175   

502 Real Estate

Now is the time to explore all the 
possibilities for your new home!

Call Kerry  at 541-377-6855 
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL  
305 SW Court Ave

Reliable Representation  

Attention Sellers, Prices are up!  
Now may be the time to gain 
some equity and move up to a 
larger home.  Call Matt Vogler 
for a free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470 

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home- Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. 

Call Kerry  at 541-377-6855 
TURN HERE REALTY & 

TRAVEL  
305 SW Court Ave

 541-377-6855  

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

Classified Ads work hard for you!

184 Personals

ATTN: Matilda/Mission Pendle-
ton area.
Your sons number didn’t come 
up on my phone. Please call 
again Shirley R. (509)525-4630 

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon
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Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication

We accept:
211 S.E. Byers Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

East Oregonian

EASTERN OREGON

marketplace


