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Power rankings
Based on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being the best ranking
Teams listed in order of last season’s finish (2017 record)
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Tower of power

aron Judge and Giancarlo Stanton will take the field for

the New York Yankees as just the second pair of
teammates coming off seasons of 50 or more home runs. The
only other time that happened was in 1962, when the Yankees’
Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle attempted to follow up their
historic season. In 1961, Maris set the single-season home
run record with 61. Mantle kept pace until illness and injury
limited him to 54.
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Albert Pujols — ¢ Pujols — (needs 82 Bartolo Colon —
(needs 32 hits) i RBIs) Shouldjoin | (needs 10 wins) and
With 2,968 hits, i Hank Aaron and CC Sabathia (needs
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is within striking the only players in active leaders in career
distance to become : history with 600 ¢ victories. If healthy,

the 32nd member of i homers, 3,000 hits i they should achieve
the 3,000-hit club. i and 2,000 RBI. i their goal this season.

Strikeouts

i strikeouts) Enters the
i season with 2,846 Ks,
: third-most among

i left-handed pitchers in
¢ major league history

i behind Steve Carlton

: and Randy Johnson.

Fl ELD GEN ERALS Heading into the 2018 MLB season six new managers lead the charge for their respected clubs.
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Alook ahead in anticipation of some milestones that are within reach
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¢ chances last year

52-homer-hitting AL MVP runner-up
and new 59-homer-hitting NL MVP
teammate get ready to muscle up

They remain the only teammates to hit 50 or more home runs
in the same season and their 115 combined home runs
remain a record for two teammates. In 2017, Stanton racked
up 59 home runs for the Miami Marlins and Judge, as a
rookie, hit 52 for the Yankees for a combined 111 home runs.
With this slugging duo, along with Gary Sanchez — who missed
a month and still finished with 33 homers — the all-time record
for most team home runs in a season might be in jeopardy.

DYNAMIC DUO

Pair of teammates to combine for 100 home runs in a single season:

YEAR TEAM PLAYER HR PLAYER HR  TOTAL
1961 Yankees Roger Maris 61 Mickey Mantle 54 115
2001 Giants Barry Bonds 73  Rich Aurilia 37 110
1927 Yankees BabeRuth 60 LouGehrg 47 107
1998 Cardinals Mark McGwire 70 Ray Lankford 31 101
2002 Rangers Alex Rodriguez 57 Rafael Palmeiro 43 100

BIG BOPPERS

In 2017, the Yankees hit 241 home runs. With Stanton in the fold,
can the 2018 pinstripers break the single-season team HR record?

MOST HOME RUNS HIT BY ATEAM IN A SEASON

1997 Seattle Mariners NG 264
2005  Texas Rangers I 260
2010 Toronto Blue Jays I 257
1996 Baltimore Orioles N 257
2016 Baltimore Orioles [N 253

DINGER-LINGS

Home runs in 2017 by month:
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ad 35 saves in 39

i and led major league

: relievers with 16.43
: strikeouts-per-nine
i innings.

TRAFFIC CONTROL

Major League Baseball has imposed
stricter limits on mound visits to
six per game, per team without a

pitching change in an effort to speed

up games. The number of visits by a

manager, coach or player in recent

g vears has contributed to

Aaron Boone
New York Yankees

Succeeds 10-year
manager Joe Girardi.
Never been a manager
or coach at any level.
A polished communi-
cator. Spent a lifetime
immersed in baseball,
affording him a
unique and intimate
understanding of what
fosters team success.

Mickey Callaway
New York Mets

Replaces 68-year-old
Terry Collins, the
longest-tenured
manager in Mets
history. Driven by

analytics and modern

baseball philosophy,

Callaway completed
a five-year run as
pitching coach for

the Indians.
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Alex Cora
Boston Red Sox

In first major league
managerial job. At 42,
one of the youngest
managers in franchise
history, Cora has a
unique chance to
connect with his
players. Retired as a
player after failing to
make the Cardinals in

spring training of 2012.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Ron Gardenhire
Detroit Tigers

Won over 1,000 games
with the Twins but this
is his first chance to
manage since 2014.
Tigers finished tied for
the worst record in
baseball a year ago,
and not much is
expected in 2018
from what is now a
rebuilding franchise.

1 ") | ~— longer games.
AVERAGE TIME OF
A 9-INNING GAME
*\.‘ | YEAR TIME
2017 ... 3:05
| ’ 2016 ................3:00
Gabe Kapler Dave Martinez 2015................ 2:56
Philadelphia Phillies Washington Nationals 2014 ..............3:02
First time managing The 53-year-old 2013 ... 2:58
in MLB. Phillies are Martinez was the 2012 ... 2:55
hoping that Kapler’s bench coach for Joe 2011  2:51
energy — along with Maddon and the Cubs 2010 250
several analytical the past three seasons 2009 2:51
philosophies — will be and was with Maddon o
enough to get the and the Rays for 2008 ................. 2:50
team back to the seven years before 2007 ... 2061
playoffs for the first that. Played for nine 2006 ................2:48
time in seven MLB teams 2005 - 2:46
seasons. over 16 years.

Source: Baseball-Reference.com
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Teams ranked by AP Baseball Writer Mike Fitzpatrick
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