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2 officers in black man’s fatal 
shooting won’t be charged

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — 
Louisiana’s attorney general ruled out 
criminal charges Tuesday against two 
white Baton Rouge police officers in the 
shooting of a black man whose death led to 
widespread protests nearly two years ago.

Attorney General Jeff Landry’s decision 
came nearly 11 months after the Justice 
Department ruled out federal criminal 
charges in Alton Sterling’s July 2016 death.

Officer Blane Salamoni shot and 
killed Sterling during a struggle outside a 
convenience store where the 37-year-old 

black man was selling homemade CDs. 
Officer Howie Lake II helped wrestle 
Sterling to the ground, but Lake didn’t 
fire his gun. Two cellphone videos of the 
shooting quickly spread on social media, 
prompting large protests.

Landry made the announcement of no 
charges at a news conference after meeting 
with family members of Sterling. They 
angrily denounced the decision.

Quinyetta McMillon, the mother of one 
of Sterling’s children, Cameron, said the 
officers killed Sterling “in cold blood.”

The officers’ body cameras and a store 
surveillance camera also recorded the 
encounter. Those will be released  Friday.

Kansas mulls making schools 
liable for not arming staff

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas schools 
that refuse to allow teachers to carry guns 
could be held legally responsible in the event 
of a tragedy under a proposal drafted after 
last month’s mass shooting at a Florida high 
school.

Opponents of the measure, which got its 
first hearing Tuesday in front of the House 
Insurance Committee, expressed concern it 
could effectively mandate arming teachers 
rather than allowing it, as several states 
have done.

“It would certainly open the door for that 

conversation,” said Democratic Rep. Brett 
Parker, an Overland Park school teacher. 
“The further we go down this rabbit hole, 
the more chance there is for even more 
obnoxious legislation moving forward.”

Even if that provision is stripped, as some 
advocates suggested during the hearing, the 
bill would prohibit insurers from denying 
coverage to a school because it lets its 
teachers or staff members carry weapons in 
the classroom.

At least nine other states have provisions 
in place giving teachers the option of 
carrying guns in schools, but the Kansas plan 
seems to go further than most other laws in 
place or under consideration. 
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