
Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon

EAST OREGONIAN • HERMISTON HERALD • BLUE MOUNTAIN EAGLE • WALLOWA COUNTY CHIEFTAIN

Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication

We accept:
211 S.E. Byers Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838

East Oregonian

EASTERN OREGON

marketplace

Postal 

Customer

Local

STANDARD

PRE-SORT

PERMIT #73

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

PENDLETON, OR

97801

SEE WEEKLY ADVERTISING CIRCULARS INSIDE

TUESDAY
March 27, 2018

FREE!

GOING 

GREEN
REGION/3A

142nd Year, No. 109 

WINNER OF THE 2017 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

One dollar
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018

By ROB DAVIS

The Oregonian/OregonLive

PORTLAND — Oregon’s new 

clean air law will give Oregonians 

an unprecedented wealth of infor-

mation about the health risks that 

factories create by releasing toxic 

air pollution.

Yet many factories won’t have 

to reduce their emissions under the 

highly touted new law, an analysis 

by The Oregonian/OregonLive has 

found.
The results make clear that the 

law is a far cry from the major over-

haul Gov. Kate Brown promised in 

response to the 2016 crisis about 

toxic metals in Portland’s air.

The analysis shows the law was 

so weakened after negotiations 

with industry lobbyists that, even if 

state regulators discover a factory 

is increasing neighbors’ risk of 

getting cancer, they may be unable 

to require new controls.

In other words, Oregon regula-

tors will eventually know a lot about 

the dangers posed by air polluters in 

the state, but they often won’t able to 

do anything about it except to warn 

the public.

Activists who supported the bill 

say it isn’t as protective as it should 

be, but is still an important first step.

“People want to know — what’s 

my risk from living next to this 

source?” said Mary Peveto, pres-

ident of Neighbors for Clean Air, 

a Portland advocacy group. “We 

never had a measurable metric. This 

changes that completely.”

Oregon’s new clean air law 

provides more info than action

Kids have 98 days to tame 

wild horses for competition

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

M
adison Feller bounced on the balls 

of her feet and peered through the 

rail fence. Nervous energy surged 

through her body as she waited for 

the first glimpse of the wild mustang she would 

train over the next 98 days.

The Pendleton teenager had signed on with 

Teens and Oregon Mustangs, a nonprofit that 

pairs teens and wild horses. Each of the 40 feral 

horses in the St. Paul Rodeo corral that day had 

run wild in Oregon, untouched by human hands, 

until they were caught and placed in a Bureau 

of Land Management holding facility. Their 

teenage trainers would gentle their charges, 

train them and bring them to the Linn County 

Fairgrounds on Thursday for a three-day compe-

tition and auction.

Madison, 16, ignored the pouring rain as she 

strained her eyes to get a look at Leo, the bay 

horse assigned to her. Finally, a helper shooed 

the mustang into an alleyway that led to the back 

of the family’s horse trailer.  

Madison drank in the sight of him. 

“He was gorgeous,” she said. “A bright red 

coat, thick black mane and tail, bay markings, 

stocky legs, and to top it all off, a white star on 

his forehead.” 

TEENA
GER TAKES MUSTANG FROM 

WILD TO MILD

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

An excavator claws its way through a blighted property at 

356 S.E. 3rd Street on Monday in Pendleton. More photos at 

EastOregonian.com and follow us on Instragram @eastoregonian

SPRING CLEANING

See CLEAN Air/8A

Washington developer 

hopes to break ground 

in June, needs approval

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

Already slated for a strong year, 

Pendleton’s housing sector is set to 

receive another boost.

Developer Hal Palmer is 

working toward regulatory approval 

for Sunset View Estates, a 116-unit 

single family home subdivision 

at the corner of Southwest Hailey 

Avenue and 30th Street, near Harris 

Junior Academy. 

If Sunset View receives approval 

from the Pendleton Planning 

Commission on Thursday to divide 

the 28-acre property into more than 

100 lots, Palmer hopes to break 

ground in June.

In a Monday interview, Palmer, 

from Longview, Washington, said 

he was investing in Pendleton 

because of the need for new housing 

in the city. 

He said his business partner 

has developed housing across 

Oregon, Washington and Idaho. 

Palmer’s company — Hal Palmer 

Rentals — sent a representative to 

a housing conference convened by 

the city in August to spark interest 

in development.

At the conference, city officials 

reiterated the results of a housing 

study that showed Pendleton’s 

market could support 125 more 

rental units and 90 for-sale units, 

especially three-bedroom units.

Palmer’s interest was piqued and 

his company put together plans that 

meet the parameters of Pendleton’s 

estimated housing needs and then 

some. 
“The fact that there’s so little 

inventory helps,” he said. 

Palmer said it was still too early 

to say what the houses would cost 

buyers or how many bedrooms they 

would have, but the plans submitted 

to the city give a basic overview of 

what the subdivision would look 

like. 
The project would be divided 

into seven phases, and the 30-house 

first phase would be the largest.

The planned lot sizes range 

from 7,000 square feet to more 

than 13,000 square feet, with some 

potential price variation depending 

on the house’s placement on the 

ridge of property. 

In the process of constructing the 

houses, builders would also create 

roads that access both Hailey and 

30th Street, as well as three cul-de-

sacs within the subdivision.

PENDLET
ON

Developer 

plots for a 

116-home 

subdivision

See HOUSING/8A

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

Madison Feller lifts the leg of her mustang, Leo, while training the animal Monday at her home outside Pendleton. 

Madison Feller 

scratches the 

nose of her 

mustang, Leo, 

while training 

the animal 

Monday at her 

home outside of 

Pendleton. 

The Bureau of 

Land Manage-

ment freeze 

brands all of the 

wild mustangs 

they round up. 

See MUSTANG/8A
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By KATHY ANEY and JADE MCDOWELLEast Oregonian

“W ild Wild Country” paints a story as incredible as any futuristic fantasy flick. Consider the following plot: A mystic 
and his followers construct a utopian 
city and paradise of spiritual existence 
in the Central Oregon high desert. All 
seems right, then things get sinister. 
The commune slams up against local 
law. The group co-opts a nearby town 
and eventually attempts to take over the 
entire country. Before it’s over, commune 
leaders face charges of biological warfare, 
attempted murder, wiretapping and immi-
gration violations. This twisty tale, however prepos-

terous, is pure truth. The six-hour Netflix 
documentary chronicles the story of 
the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and his 
followers. Some who witnessed the rise 
and fall of Rajneeshpuram share their 
impressions in the paragraphs below.Wil PhinneyEvery so often, Wil Phinney pulls his 

Rajneeshpuram box down from the shelf, 
lifts the lid and journeys back in time. 

Phinney, now editor of the Confeder-
ated Umatilla Journal in Mission, worked 
for The Dalles Weekly Reminder when the 
Bhagwan arrived at the ranch. A shot of 
Phinney’s byline appears in episode four 
of “Wild Wild Country.” Over the next 
years, Phinney visited Rancho Rajneesh 
many times, got to know Rajneeshee 
leaders and chronicled the cult’s efforts 
to take over Antelope and Wasco County.

This week, he lifted the lid of the worn 
cardboard box once again and started 
removing items one by one, laying them 
on a long table in the East Oregonian 
conference room. He fingered a beaded 
necklace he got from a homeless person 
who had lived on the ranch. Inside a 
chunk of clear plastic, the Bhagwan 
smiled serenely from a tiny photo.

He pulled out a diary neatly penned by 
a Bhagwan follower. “I felt on holy ground,” she had 

written. “I felt Bhagwan’s presence 
spreading over every inch of this vast 
desert, permeating even the smallest twig 
by the roadside, his love and protection 
encompassing every bird and insect and 
even every blade of grass and every 
rock.”

Remembering the Rajneesh
Release of documentary stirs memories of high desert commune

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

Journalist Wil Phinney, the current editor of the Confederated Umatilla Journal, worked at The Dalles Weekly Reminder during the 

time the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh started a commune near the rural town of Antelope. 

Journalist Wil Phinney holds a prayer 

necklace that has a photo of the 

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh he collect-

ed while covering the events at Ra-

jneeshpuram during the late 1980s.WILD COUTNRY • For a timeline of 

the Rajneesh » Lifestyles/C1

How four drone testing sites are faring
By ANTONIO SIERRAEast Oregonian

When the Federal Aviation 
Administration established the 
unmanned aerial system test site 
program, it was advertised as a 
research opportunity.But among the test sites that 

were selected on Dec. 30, 2013 — 
Alaska, Nevada, New Mexico, New 
York, North Dakota, Texas and 
Virginia — many of the participants 
were hoping it would be more than 
just sending data to the FAA The Pendleton UAS Range was 

born when Oregon teamed up with 
Alaska and Hawaii to gain access 
to the test site program, officially 
joining a race to get a piece of an 
industry that the Association of 
Unmanned Vehicle System esti-
mates will generate $82.1 billion in 
economic impact by 2025.  After a slow start, Pendleton’s 

test range is starting to see business 
pick up while a handful of perma-
nent jobs in the drone industry 
begin to trickle in. But test ranges across the country 

are pursuing the same economic 
development goals as Pendleton, 
and administrators from three other 
test-site states — Nevada, New 
York and North Dakota — spoke 
about the gains their programs have 
made in the past four years. 

Nevada
When selected in 2013, the 

Nevada Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development helped 
establish the Nevada Institute for 
Autonomous Systems, a nonprofit 
that oversees the state’s UAS 
program.

With financial support from the 
state, Nevada started six different 
test ranges across the state. Brett Kanda, the institute’s 

director of business development, 
said when northern Nevada has a 
harsh winter, southern Nevada is 
pleasant, and vice versa during the 
summer. 

Nevada’s test sites are a variety 
of towered airports, air strips and 
bare ground, but Kanda said the 
UAS industry has broad support 
wherever it goes in the Silver State. 

“We don’t have trouble finding 
places to fly,” he said. Kanda didn’t know the exact 

amount of money the state has 
invested in its UAS program, but 
the institute employs five full-time 

Race for 
UAS in 
the USA

Seven candidates find common ground
By PHIL WRIGHTEast Oregonian

Democrat contenders in the 
primary for Oregon’s 2nd Congres-
sional District presented a unified 
front Friday night in their quest to 
oust Republican Rep. Greg Walden.

Rather than take shots at each 
other during the forum at Blue 
Mountain Community College in 
Pendleton, they aimed their barbs 
at Walden. Eric Burnette of Hood 
River made the first jab in his 
opening remarks. “I live a couple of blocks from 

Greg Walden, and that is in part of 
why I’m running,” he said.Walden has a pickup with a half-

flat tire at his house, Burnette said, 

and that tire is emblematic of the 
congressman ignoring needs in the 
district. The candidates, who are all 
vying for the right to face Walden in 
November, derided the long-serving 
congressman’s support of the tax 
bill that granted big breaks to the 
rich and criticized him for backing 
health care legislation that would 
have deprived tens of thousands of 
his constituents insurance coverage.

The forum ran more than two 
hours, and they took on questions 
from how would they address 
climate change as a member of the 
U.S. House to gun control. Michael Byrne of Parkdale said 

Walden chairs the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee but does 
nothing to make the Oregon Institute 
of Technology in Klamath Falls, 
which is in the district, the nation’s 

Dems spare each other, save jabs for Walden

See RAJNEESH/11A

See DRONES/12A

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Democratic candidate Jim Crary out of Ashland speaks during a 

Democratic candidate forum for Oregon’s 2nd Congressional Dis-

trict on Friday at BMCC in Pendleton.

See FORUM/12A
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Your Weekend

“March For Our Lives” Saturday in Pendleton

•

Jilt rocks at Wildhorse
•

Women and Words 
weekend in Joseph

•

For times and places see Coming Events, 6A

Universal Pictures via APPacific Rim: Uprising
For showtime, Page 5A For review, Weekend EO

Weekend Weather

52/33 52/27 50/32

By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A spending bill approved by the House includes a bipar-tisan plan to create a wildfire disaster fund to help combat increasingly severe wildfires that have devastated the West in recent years.
The bill sets aside more than $20 billion over 10 years to allow the Forest Service and other federal agencies end a practice of raiding non-fire-related accounts to pay for wildfire costs, which approached $3 billion last year.

The House approved the measure Thursday, with Senate action expected soon after as Congress faces a Friday night deadline to avoid a partial government shutdown.
Western lawmakers have long complained that the current funding mechanism — tied to a 10-year average for wildfires — makes budgeting difficult, even as fires burn longer and hotter each year.

Wildfire 
disaster 
fund to end 
borrowing

Fri Sat Sun

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

It was a vision for the future of Pendleton rendered in blocky graphics. At the Pendleton Chamber of Commerce’s annual economic outlook event March 9, Economic Development Director Steve Chrisman pulled up a slide of the Pendleton Convention Center. 
But instead of the convention center’s usual earthy façade, the facility was surrounded by a computer generated wraparound three-story hotel, which was adorned with the title “Round-Up Inn & Convention Center.”  Chrisman’s next slide made something out of nothing. Rendered onto bare land north of Interstate 84, the computer program showed a Pendleton Sports Complex with five softball and baseball fields, three soccer fields and a football field. 

See PENDLETON/8A

OREGON’S 2ND DISTRICT

Red all over, again

Staff photo by E. J. Harris

Rep. Greg Walden wears a Make Onions Great Again hat during a visit to the BMCC campus 

Sept. 29 in Pendleton.

Melissa Sandven

See BUDGET/8A

East Oregonian

The Pendleton School District on Thursday hired a new principal for Pendleton High School. 
Melissa Sandven, currently the principal at Rainier Junior/Senior High School in Rainier, will take the position. 

According to a press release, Superintendent Chris Fritsch said “Ms. Sandven brings a wealth of experience to the district, from working in a smaller district to working in the largest district in our state. She has a strong background in curriculum and instruction and will be a positive addition to our team.”
Rainier’s secretary said Sandven was on a school field trip to China and was unavail-able for an interview, but Sandven volunteered some biographical information about herself on the Rainier website.

According to the website, Sandven graduated with a bachelor’s degree in history and teacher’s certification from Whitman College in Walla Walla before moving to Albuquerque to get a master’s degree in Latin American studies and an educational administration certification from the University of New Mexico. 
She would start her educa-tional career in Albuquerque, becoming a teacher and then an administrator while starting a family. 

Looking to be closer to her family in Oregon, Sandven took an assistant principal position at Sam Barlow High School in Gresham, a school with an enrollment of about 2,000 students. 
She stayed in an urban environment for her next job as the principal of Hosford Middle School in Portland, a school that housed dual language immersion programs in Mandarin and Spanish. 

Pendleton 
names new 
principal

See SANDVEN/3APendleton dreams and draws possibilities

Walden safe bet for re-election — for now, probablyBy PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

M
ost national pundits see Republican Greg Walden as a lock to win an 11th term representing Oregon’s 2nd District in the U.S. House.Political analysts Charlie Cook, Larry J. Sabato and Nat Gonzales all have Walden rated as “safe” for re-election. Yet the grip he and the GOP have on the district shows signs of slipping. The district is larger than 29 states and primarily conservative. But Oregon political analyst Bill Lunch said that has not curtailed energized Democrats this year, with seven vying in the primary for their party’s nomination to challenge Walden. “I think that reflects the level of unhappiness among active voters with the Trump Admin-istration,” Lunch said. “And we’re seeing that all over the country.”

The U.S. has about 7,400 seats in state legisla-tures, and many of those offices are effectively held by one party, he said — predominately Republican or Democrat.
“But we’re seeing Democrats filing for lots and lots of seats, which (had been) effectively out of reach for them,” he said.Republicans and political insiders considered the 18th congressional district in Pennsylvania out of reach for Democrats. The Cook Political Report even rated it the same as Oregon’s 2nd — solidly Republican. Yet Democrat Conor Lamb squeaked out a win in the March 13 special election against Republican Rick Saccone in a race where there was no incumbent.

The Pennsylvania 18th consists largely of southern suburbs of Pittsburgh, but there are rural swaths on its eastern side. Voters in the rural parts shifted Democrat, but Lunch said that shift away from Republicans in the suburban areas was “massive.” 
Using the 18th as a model for what could take place in the Oregon 2nd, Lunch said Walden 

Thinkstock 
Image

See WALDEN/8A
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Carpenter gets pushback from 

Hispanic Advisory Committee

By JADE MCDOWELL

East Oregonian

Gubernatorial candidate Sam Carpenter 

ran into some stiff criticism for his views 

on public employee unions, immigration 

and President Donald Trump when he 

visited Hermiston’s Hispanic Advisory 

Committee on Monday.

Carpenter, a Bend-area Republican 

who owns a telephone answering service 

called Centratel, is one of 17 people 

running for Oregon governor. On Monday 

he touted his business capabilities, prom-

ised to get Oregon’s economy growing at 

a faster pace and criticized Oregon’s “out 

of control” bureaucracy and government 

spending.

The group at Hermiston City Hall was 

more interested in talking about his views 

on immigration, particularly a line in the 

brochure he handed out promising to end 

Oregon’s sanctuary status for “illegal 

aliens.” 
Carpenter stated that he was only 

talking about removing people who had 

committed other crimes besides immigra-

tion-related ones.

“I’m sorry, they need to go away. Those 

folks are giving the Hispanic community 

a horrible reputation,” he said, adding that 

they were “probably more of a danger to 

you than to the native Americans here.”

‘Make Oregon 

Great Again’ 

GOP candidate 

faces skepticism

RHYTHMIC MODE: CHAMPIONSHIP EDITION

Photo courtesy Debbi Green

Pendleton’s Rhythmic Mode dance team won the school’s eighth state championship last weekend. 

From left: Kacey Robbins (in blue), Emily Gilsdorf (in blue), Hannah Rasmussen, Paige Skinner (in blue), 

Giliana Adams and Terika Christensen perform in their winning routine in the OSAA’s 5A division.

Co-owners of Western shop 

and restaurant still at odds

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

H
amley’s businesses in downtown Pendleton are 

more than $1.1 million in debt and faced foreclosure 

March 1, until co-owner Parley Pearce struck a 

last-minute deal with a new lender.

Blair Woodfield, the other owner of the historic saddle 

shop and adjoining restaurant, is suing to oust Pearce from 

the Hamley companies. Woodfield also wants to sell the 

operations to the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation for more than $3.1 million, according to docu-

ments he filed Friday with Umatilla County Circuit Court.

The documents included an email Gary George, CEO of 

the tribes’ Wildhorse Resort and Casino, sent Nov. 10. 2016, 

referring to a letter of intent between CTUIR and Hamley’s.

“As we have previously expressed, the CTUIR/WRC 

will maintain Hamley’s brand and tradition that the current 

owners (and past owners) have carried forward over the last 

110 years!” wrote George.

Pearce, however, said he wants to keep Hamley’s, and 

court documents show he has offered to buy out Woodfield’s 

interest in the businesses for $950,000. Woodfield’s attorney, 

Steven Joseph of La Grande, in court filings described the 

offer as “low ball.”

Woodfield’s latest legal maneuver in the case came a 

month ago when Joseph filed a motion asking the court to 

appoint a receiver to take control of the iconic Western store 

and steakhouse. According to request, that third party would 

have the power to sell Hamley’s.

SADDLED WITH DEBT

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

A pedestrian walks past the Hamley’s store on Court Avenue on Tuesday in Pendleton. 

The Hamley’s brand is stamped into the concrete side-

walk in front of the store in downtown Pendleton.

See CARPENTER/10A

Hamley’s by the numbers

$1.1M — $1.3M in debt

And Hamley’s made just $5,000 last year, according to 

attorney Steven Joseph.

$140K profit
For the steakhouse in 2017, according to Blair Woodfield 

in court filings, but the Western store lost $135,000. 

$800K gross revenues

Increase since 2010, Woodfield stated, while the store’s 

gross sales declined $678,336, its inventory dropped by 

more than $300,000 and it has debt exceeding $100,000.

See HAMLEY’S/10A

Spring Sports 2018

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Dr. Joel Rice speaks about opioid 

addiction Tuesday at the Eastern Or-

egon Forum at Blue Mountain Com-

munity College.

Tide starting to turn in 

Oregon, experts say

By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

The numbers are disheartening.

Someone dies from prescription 

opioids every 20 minutes in this country. 

The Oregon Health Authority reports that 

more Oregonians die from prescription 

opioids than any other drug — including 

alcohol, methamphetamines, heroin and 

cocaine.
According to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, more than 42,000 

Americans died in opioid-related deaths 

in 2016. Oregon ranks sixth nationally 

for non-medical use of prescription pain 

relievers like Percocet and OxyContin,

In short, many of our fellow Americans 

are addicted to prescription painkillers. 

A slate of experts discussed the 

epidemic of pill popping at Tuesday 

night’s Eastern Oregon Forum — “This is 

Our Opioid Crisis” — at Blue Mountain 

Community College. Each one deals with 

prescription painkillers in one way or 

another. The panel included Dr. Joel Rice, 

pharmacist and pain management expert 

Eric Holeman, Dr. Chuck Hoffman, nurse 

Subduing 

the opioid 

monster

See OPIOIDS/10A
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By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Oregon’s new transportation 
fund could provide public bus 
service between Pendleton and 
Boardman. Umatilla and Morrow 
counties are teaming up to look 
at that possibility and want the 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation on board.

In 2015, more than 2,400 people 
commuted into the Boardman and 
Irrigon areas to work, according 
to U.S. Census data. And the 
number of employees in Pendleton 
and Hermiston who live outside 
those cities topped 10,000. Public 
transportation needs for the area 
are going to increase as jobs and 
housing develop. The tribes’ own 
and operate Kayak Public Transit, 
the largest transit service in the two 
counties, which may provide a base 

for expanded services.
The 2017 Legislature estab-

lished the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Fund, which will 
provide money to local agencies 
to tackle public transit needs. J.D. 
Tovey, planning director for the 
tribes, discussed the fund and 
its local implications Tuesday in 
Pendleton during a joint meeting 
of Umatilla and Morrow County 
officials.

He said the program encourages 
“regional coordination and collab-
oration” with an aim of creating a 
statewide transit system. 

Umatilla County’s 2016 Coor-
dinated Human Services Public 
Transportation Plan identified better 
regional coordination between 
transportation providers among 20 
needs, along with getting people 

Counties, tribes look to partner for public transit

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Fleet maintenance and safety manager Rob Johnson uses a portable lift 
system to lower a bus after working on the vehicle at the Kayak Public 
Transit maintenance shop Wednesday in Mission.

Must limit wastewater, 

maintain lagoon

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
EO Media Group

The Oregon Department of Agri-
culture has settled its lawsuit against 
a controversial new dairy as long 
as the facility complies with waste-
water management conditions.

Lost Valley Farm, a dairy near 
Boardman with the capacity to milk 
30,000 cows, has agreed to limit 
wastewater production to 65,000 
gallons a day and ensure its manure 
lagoons have enough capacity to 
handle water from serious storms.

If the dairy follows the 
agreement’s terms for one year, 
ODA will resume using normal 
administrative remedies under the 
facility’s “confined animal feeding 
operation” permit.

However, the agency can still 
seek to revoke the dairy’s CAFO 
permit or request a court injunction 
if it’s necessary.

Earlier this year, ODA fined Lost 
Valley Farm more than $10,000 for 
allowing wastewater to overflow 
into unauthorized areas, failing to 
maintain lagoon capacity and not 
reporting the issues to the agency.

The civil penalty was preceded 
by several notices of non-compli-
ance with its CAFO permit.

A lawsuit against Lost Valley 
Farm and its owner, Greg TeVelde, 
was filed by the agency last month 
after inspectors said the dairy 
continued to improperly discharge 
wastewater and maintain inade-
quate lagoon capacity.

Travis Love, the dairy’s 
manager, claimed the facility was 
being held to a higher standard than 
other Oregon dairies.

In a motion for a temporary 
restraining order, ODA asked 
Multnomah County Circuit Court 
Judge Stephen Bushong to stop the 
dairy from generating any more 
wastewater.

Lost Valley Farm opposed that 
request, claiming that such an order 
would effectively shut down the 
facility at a cost of $30 million and 
70 lost jobs.

The judge issued a temporary 
restraining order that required the 
dairy to follow its CAFO permit but 
didn’t prohibit wastewater produc-
tion. The dairy was to show why the 
more drastic measure wasn’t neces-
sary at a court hearing scheduled for 
March 23, but that appearance was 
canceled due to the settlement.

Representatives of environ-
mental, animals rights and small 
farms groups opposed the construc-
tion of Lost Valley Farm, citing 
increased pollution concerns. 

Lost Valley 
settles to 
keep dairy 
operating

See TRANSIT/5A

Mounting caseloads, 
slow recruitment keep 
DHS workers busy

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
East Oregonian

C
hild welfare caseworkers often 
spend money out of their own 
wallets, hours after the work day 
ends.

“I remember once I took a kid out of 
detention, and had to take him to Portland 
for drug and alcohol rehabilitation,” 
said Jody Frost, the supervisor for DHS 
District 12, which oversees Child Welfare 
for the Department of Human Services in 
Umatilla and Morrow counties. “He came 
out wearing an orange jumpsuit. I had to 
take him and buy him clothes.”

DHS workers face a challenging job 
— helping children and families in peril, 
while managing ever-growing caseloads.

The state’s foster care system and DHS 
recently came under scrutiny, An audit 
of the state’s foster care system released 
in January said the system’s needs are 
mounting, and criticized practices such 
as case workers housing foster children 
in motel rooms. The audit made recom-
mendations to DHS, including organizing 
its management system and finding a 
consistent plan to recruit foster parents.

Local case workers said they face the 
same issues as the state — a dearth of 
foster parents, growing caseloads, and a 
lack of time to recruit new employees.

There are 5,256 foster homes 

statewide, including 106 in Umatilla 
and Morrow counties. Of those, 60 are 
relatives or somehow known to the foster 
children. 

She said DHS always attempts to 
place children with family members, or 
with someone significant in their lives, 
such as a coach or a neighbor. 

According to a DHS report, a total of 
11,645 children statewide were in foster 
care for at least one day in fiscal year 
2017. Of those, just over 4,000 entered 
the system that year.  

Frost said the national average for 
caseworkers is eight new cases per month, 

while in her district it’s 14 to 16. 
“They’re doing their best to ensure the 

child is safe while getting assigned new 
cases all the time,” Frost said. A case can 
take anywhere from a few months to a 
few years to be resolved, and case worker 
is only reimbursed for $150 per child for 
the life of the case, no matter how long.

“Caseworkers spend so much money 
out of their pockets,” she said. “They buy 
kids lunch, haircuts.”

She said the most needed donations are 
hygiene items, baby wipes and diapers.

KIDS ON THE LINE

FRESHMAN 
SPARKS 
GONZAGA
SPORTS/1B

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

Ron Benage of Hermiston drops off donated care packages for foster care clients at the Department of Human Resources in Boardman. 

Service group at the Mormon church in Hermiston put together the care bag 
for foster care clients in Umatilla and Morrow counties. 

See FOSTER/5A
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Subscribe and get it all, five days a week. Get full online access with a print subscription.
 Call us! 1-800-522-0255 ext. 1

McKay Creek Estates

www.PrestigeCare.com
McKay Creek Estates
7607 Southgate Pl.
Pendleton, OR 97807

FREE Cognitive 
Screening

To schedule your cognitive screening today, please call (541) 704-7146.

There are many early warning signs of a 

potential memory disorder, such as Alzheimer’s 

disease. That’s why we’re offering a FREE 

and CONFIDENTIAL cognitive screening. We 

encourage anyone who is concerned about 

cognitive decline to take this short, in-person 

screening. The screening is administered by a 

qualified health care professional.

Is Mom a 

little more 

forgetful 

lately?

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 � www.renataanderson.com

Pam Wagenaar, 
Administrative AssistantRenata Anderson, MA

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST
Working within the community of Pendleton, 

our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare 
services including hearing assessments and 
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

FULL SERVICE CLINIC
Our clinic also fi ts and dispenses sophisticated 

hearing aids and related devices to suit all types 
of hearing loss and life styles. Renata Anderson 

is a certifi ed licensed audiologist with over 
twenty years experience.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!
You can trust Renata to provide a complete 

hearing evaluation and a professional diagnosis 
of your specifi c hearing loss. Call for an 

appointment with Renata today and start 
hearing what you’ve been missing.

2237 SW Court, Pendleton

 541-276-5053 � www.renataanderson.com

WE HEAR YOU!

 541-720-0772 

www.mybackyardbydesign.com 

  
Pa o Covers · Pergolas · Pa o & Sunrooms           

Awnings · Screen Rooms 
  Sun/Solar Shades · Screens & More!                                                        

Outsmart Mother Nature With:  

FREE No Obligation Estimates!  

License #188965 License #188965 

 

Expires 3/31/18 

10 % OFF 
  Beat The Rush  

Sale! 

504 Homes for Sale

$232,000- NEW LISTING.  Nice 
North Hill location backs to 
wheat field.  Hardwood floors,
tile, sunroom.  Double garage, 
newer furnace, newer roof.  Call 
Dori 541-310-1001 cell.  

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$128,900- IMAGINE owning 
your own home... It may be clos-
er than you think! Up-to-date 3 
bedroom, 2 bath. Come look be-
fore it’s gone!  Molly Webb 541-
969-4188.  #18148255             

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

Check today’s classified
ads for excellent buys on

the items you need!

IF YOU’RE THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR HOME YOU 
OWE IT TO YOURSELF TO 
GIVE GARTON & ASSOCIATE 
REALTORS A CALL 

(541) 276-0931
Garton & Associates

541-276-0931   

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

If you have an eye for real
value, you’ll eye the
classified ads daily!

502 Real Estate

NOW is the TIME to explore all 
the possibilities for your new
home. Call 541-377-6855 today 
for Reliable Representation.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Attention Sellers, Winter can be 
a great time to sell as you avoid 
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a 
free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

BUYER meets seller every day 
of the week in the classified 
columns of this newspaper.

How Much is your Home Worth? 
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home- Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. Call 
Kerry.

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  

305 SW Court Ave 
541-377-6855

CHILDREN’S outgrown 
clothing, toys and furniture sell 

quickly with a classified ad.

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

204 Automobiles

1999 HONDA  ACCORD
Automatic, moon roof, runs 
good but high miles, needs 
some work. $1,500 or best 
offer. 

Brad 541-969-9980 

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2016 STARCRAFT 14’ AR-ONE
 Self contained, Micro, Air, 

Queen, electric awning, 
$9,900, Mint!   

  541-377-0011 

Classified Ads work hard for you!

104 Special Notices

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

You can 

find your 
dream home

Check out our 
Real Estate Listings

in the Classifieds

EVERYTHING is coming up results 
when you use a classified ad!


