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By CALVIN WOODWARD
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
owned up to making things 
up.

For a meeting with Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau, Trump was by his 
own admission unprepared 
— deficient in the funda-
mentals of the Canada-U.S. 
trade relationship that he’d 
been railing about since the 
campaign.

He insisted to Trudeau 
that the U.S. was running a 
trade deficit with Canada, a 
statement contradicted by 
U.S. government statistics. 
He was winging it, he 
confided to donors at a 
private Missouri political 
fundraiser Wednesday night.

“I didn’t even know,” he 
said. “I had no idea.”

Others might be morti-
fied at being caught short. 
Not this president.

For Trump the showman, 
the episode illustrated his 
skill at improvisation. Still, 
it was a rare admission that 
he will say things without 
knowing if they are true.

Trump’s impulse to 
replace fact with fiction has 
defined him as a politician 
and as a businessman before 
that.

Depositions reviewed by 
AP from his litigious years 
in real estate show a history 
of false statements about his 
property and wealth. Asked 
once about overstating the 
number of units sold in a 
Las Vegas tower, he said he 
didn’t intend his answer to 
be taken literally.

Trump’s years of ques-
tioning President Barack 
Obama’s citizenship 
showed a willingness to 
perpetuate myth that was 
seen again early in his pres-
idential campaign, when he 
insisted against all evidence 
that Muslims took to the 
streets in New Jersey to 
celebrate the 2001 terrorist 
attack across the river in 
Manhattan.

In office, he routinely 
misuses numbers — trade 

statistics among them — 
and recounts events to suit 
his agenda even if the facts 
don’t fit.

Of the Pulse nightclub 
massacre in Florida, he said, 
“If you had one person in 
that room that could carry a 
gun and knew how to use it, 
it wouldn’t have happened, 
or certainly not to the extent 
it did,” a statement belied by 
the fact that the club had an 
armed guard on duty who 
immediately exchanged fire 
with the gunman.

In leaked audio of the 
Missouri fundraiser, first 
reported by The Washington 
Post, Trump says that in his 
meeting with Trudeau, he 
thought the U.S. must be 
running a trade deficit with 
Canada because the Cana-
dians have been smart about 
trade and “we’re so stupid.”

“Nice guy, good-looking 
guy, comes in — ‘Donald, 
we have no trade deficit.’” 
Trump recounted. “He’s 
very proud because every-
body else, you know, we’re 
getting killed.”

“I said, ‘Wrong, Justin, 
you do.’ I didn’t even know. 
... I had no idea. I just said, 
‘You’re wrong.’ You know 
why? Because we’re so 
stupid ... And I thought they 
were smart.”

Trump went on to say that 
his position was ultimately 
vindicated when he had U.S. 
and Canadian aides take a 
closer look at trade between 
the two countries. That 
conclusion is not supported 
by the numbers.

Canadian Foreign 
Affairs spokesman Adam 
Austin offered this counter: 
“According to their own 
statistics, the U.S. runs a 
trade surplus with Canada.”

Trump mischaracterizes 
the trade balance by consid-
ering only trade in goods 
and ignoring services. On 
goods, the U.S. ran a deficit 
of $17.6 billion with Canada 
last year. That was offset by 
a surplus in trade in services.

Overall, the U.S. Census 
Bureau reports a U.S. trade 
surplus of $2.8 billion last 
year with Canada.

Trump owns up to 
making things up

By JOSH LEDERMAN AND 
MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — In its 
toughest challenge to Russia 
to date, the Trump admin-
istration accused Moscow 
on Thursday of an elaborate 
plot to penetrate America’s 
electric grid, factories, water 
supply and even air travel 
through cyber hacking. 
The U.S. also hit targeted 
Russians with sanctions for 
alleged election meddling for 
the first time since President 
Donald Trump took office.

The list of Russians being 
punished includes all 13 
indicted last month by special 
counsel Robert Mueller, a 
tacit acknowledgement by 
the administration that at least 
some of Mueller’s Russia-re-
lated probe has merit.

Trump has repeatedly 
sought to discredit Muel-
ler’s investigation into 

Russian interference in the 
presidential election, but 
the sanctions appeared to 
rely on the special counsel’s 
legal conclusions in deciding 
who should be named. The 
sanctions freeze any assets 
the individuals may have in 
U.S. jurisdictions and bar 
Americans from doing busi-
ness with them.

The named Russians — 
19 in all — are unlikely to 
have any assets in the United 
States that would be covered, 
making the move largely 
symbolic. But it could help 
inoculate the president from 
persistent claims he’s afraid 
or unwilling to stand up to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin or to fight back against 

efforts to undermine Ameri-
ca’s democracy and domestic 
affairs.

“We’re going to be tough 
on Russia until they decide to 
change their behavior,” said 
White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders. At 
the same time, she left open 
the possibility of better U.S.-
Russia cooperation, arguing 
that “if we can work together 
to combat world threats on 
things like North Korea, then 
we should.”

U.S. national security 
officials said the FBI, 
Department of Homeland 
Security and intelligence 
agencies determined Russian 
intelligence and others 
were behind a broad range 
of cyberattacks starting a 
year ago. Russian hackers 
infiltrated the networks that 
run the basic services an 
Americans rely on each day: 
nuclear, water and manufac-
turing facilities like factories.

The officials said the 
hackers chose their targets 
methodically, obtained 
access to computer systems, 
conducted “network 
reconnaissance” and then 
attempted to cover their 
tracks by deleting evidence 
of the intrusions. The U.S. 
government has helped the 
industries expel the Russians 
from all systems known to 
have been penetrated, but 
additional breaches could be 
discovered, said the officials, 
who briefed reporters on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss sensitive national 
security information.

The officials described 
Russia’s operation as 
ongoing.

The U.S. accusations and 
accompanying sanctions 
mark a stepped-up attempt 
by Trump’s administration 
to show it’s adequately 
confronting Russia over 
hacking, election meddling 

and general efforts to compro-
mise Western democracies 
and infrastructure. Trump 
on Thursday also joined the 
leaders of Britain, France 
and Germany in blaming 
Moscow for the poisoning of 
an ex-Russian spy who was 
living in England.

The sanctions prompted 
a swift threat of retaliation 
from Russia’s government, 
which said a response was 
already being prepared. 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov suggested 
the Trump administration 
had timed the action to taint 
this weekend’s presidential 
election in Russia, in which 
President Vladimir Putin 
is expected to win an over-
whelming victory.

“It is tied to U.S. internal 
disorder, tied of course to our 
electoral calendar,” Ryabkov 
was quoted as saying by the 
Russian state news agency 
Tass.

U.S. gets tougher on Russia; new sanctions, accusations

AP Photo/Susan Walsh

White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
answered questions about Russia, tariffs and other 
topics during the daily briefing  Thursday. 

iPhone 8 is a new generation of iPhone. Designed with the most durable  

glass ever in a smartphone and a stronger aerospace grade aluminum band.  

Charges wirelessly.1 Resists water and dust.2 4.7-inch Retina HD display with 

True Tone.3 12MP camera with new sensor and advanced image signal processor.  

Powered by A11 Bionic, the most powerful and smartest chip ever in a  

smartphone. Supports augmented reality experiences in games and apps.  

With iPhone 8, intelligence has never looked better.

Requires Total Plan with Unlimited Data, new customer  port-in, credit approval and Device Protection+, and comes  via monthly bill credit of $14.97 on a 0% APR 30-mo. Retail 
 Installment Contract plus a $100 U.S. Cellular® Promotional  Card. Limited time only. Additional restrictions apply.

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small-business (20 lines or fewer) port-in and Total Plan with Unlimited Data or Unlimited Data Plus required. Purchase of device via 0% APR 30-month Retail 
Installment Contract, credit approval and Device Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, 
conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Unlimited Data Plan(s) 
will stream at standard-definition speeds and will automatically shift to 2G when each line reaches 22GB. Minimum monthly price of Device Protection+ is $9.99/month per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible 
per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will 
be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular’s Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service 
Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. Ask an associate for more details. Offer valid on base-memory models. iPhone 8 for $5/Month Offer: Customer will receive $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional 
Card at the point of sale. Reg. price is $699 or $23.30/mo. Bill credit is $14.97/mo. on a 30-mo. Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR. Bill credit applied within three bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. 
Line must remain in good standing. In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. Available on new line activations. The early upgrade 
program is not available with this offer. $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card given at point of sale, or mailed with device via direct fulfillment orders. U.S. Cellular Promotional Card issued by MetaBank,® Member 
FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. Card must be used by expiration date shown on card. Kansas Customers: In areas in which  
U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation 
Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2017 U.S. Cellular
1Charging mat sold separately. 2iPhone 8 and iPhone 8 Plus are splash, water, and dust resistant and were tested under controlled laboratory conditions with a rating of IP67 under IEC standard 60529. Splash, water, 
and dust resistance are not permanent conditions and resistance might decrease as a result of normal wear. Do not attempt to charge a wet iPhone; refer to the user guide for cleaning and drying instructions. Liquid 
damage not covered under warranty. 3Display size is measured diagonally.

iPhone 8
Switch and get

for $5/mo.

CusterShows.com 509.924.0588

TRAC Center
Pasco, WA 

FREE PARKING

Friday 10AM—8PM

Saturday 10AM—6PM 

Sunday 10AM—4PM

March 16-17-18, 2018

March 4-5-6, 2016  |  Spokane Fair & Expo Center  |  Spokane, WA 

19th Annual Spring

OVER 150 NORTHWEST ARTISANS 
FINE ART  |  HAND CRAFT  |  SPECIALTY FOODS

Admission $7        Kids 12 and under free!
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