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HERMISTON PENDLETON
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Relays aren’t just for 
running. For Hermiston 
Mathletes, it’s one of the 
many creative ways they 
solve math equations. One 
team member will solve the 
first problem, the next person 
will use that answer to solve 
a related problem, and so on. 
If one person gets the wrong 
answer, the whole team is 
thrown off.

In the Math is Cool 
program, open to fourth 
and fifth graders, students 
compete in a variety of 
different math-related 
events. There are individual 
competitions, as well as 
group exercises such as 
the relay, multiple choice 
questions and a Jeopardy-
style event. Students are 
quizzed on concepts both at 
and above grade level.

Three Hermiston schools 
will send fourth-grade teams 
to the Math is Cool regional 
competition on Friday 
— Desert View, Rocky 
Heights, and West Park. 
McNary Heights Elementary 
School in Umatilla also has 
a team. At the fifth grade 
competition in February, 
McNary Heights earned 
first place in their division, 
scoring 122 points. West 
Park’s team took first in its 
division, as well, earning 139 
points, and Rocky Heights 
scored a second place finish 
at 93 points. 

West Park students 
practiced the week of the 
tournament, working on a 
quiz that had been offered at 
a previous tournament. One 
question asked students:

“Gabe and Maya are 
throwing water balloons at 
a target. If Gabe has a 30 
percent chance of hitting the 
target, and Maya has a 50 
percent chance of hitting the 
target, what is the probability 
they both hit the target? 
Answer as a percent.”

Teacher Tess Neddo said 
students who were high-
performing and showed 
good problem-solving skills 
were asked to join the class.

As the students worked, 
Neddo explained how the 
competition will go.

“For the multiple choice 
section, if you get the answer 
right, you get two points. 
But if you get it wrong, you 
get negative one points,” she 
said. “This is the only test 
where you get penalized for 
wrong answers.”

Evelyn Chavez said the 
team has spent a lot of time 
learning about percentages, 
and that they work together 
to check each other’s 
answers.

“Sometimes we do it in 
twos, and we’ll check to see 
if we’re right or wrong,” she 
said.

Erica Miller said her 
daughter, Aries Woodward, 
has enjoyed math as an 
extracurricular activity, and 
hopes she will continue to 
pursue it.

“She loves math 

anyway,” Miller said. “It’s 
good for her to meet other 
kids that like the same thing 
as her.”

As Rocky Heights 
students gathered for their 
weekly practice, teacher 
Melissa Doherty quizzes 
students on the concepts of 
mean, median, mode and 
range, before they worked 
in teams on story problems. 
The students had 45 seconds 
to answer each question.

“It’s been pretty difficult, 
learning about things we’re 
not used to,” said Emilie 
Wyant.

Students said they’ve 
learned how to calculate the 
area of triangles, trapezoids 
and parallelograms.

“We learned about 
converting cups to ounces,” 
said McKenzie Hendrix. 
“Measurement differences, 
angles.”

Doherty’s husband, 
Ben, helps coach the team. 
He said the program was 
brought to Rocky Heights by 
principal Jerad Farley, who 
used to work in Washington.

“He wanted to get kids 
involved and see math 
differently than in class,” he 
said. “Play games, have fun, 
and challenge themselves 
with it.”

He said the team 
atmosphere allows for 
several different types of 
learners to thrive.

“Some are really good at 
math. Some are interested 
in math, and some are very 
competitive. When we do 
our teams, we don’t just 
have the mad brilliant kids. 
We want some kids who are 
more methodical.”

Doherty said that some 
students are encouraged to 
join the class, but it is open 
to anyone interested.

Some schools build the 
curriculum into their school 
day. Heather Mills, a fourth 
grade teacher at Desert View, 
said the students spend a 
portion of their math lesson 
working on concepts they 
will use in Math is Cool. She 
said Desert View has a team 
of 18 students competing at 
this weekend’s event.

Students learn that math can be cool
By ANTONIO SIERRA
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In the eight years it’s 
been in effect, developers 
have given the Pendleton 
River Quarter no quarter. 

A stretch of land along 
the Umatilla River on 
Southwest Court Avenue 
from First Street to 10th 
Street, the city envisioned 
the river quarter as a series 
of two-story developments 
with shops, restaurants and 
apartments that connected 
South Main Street with the 
Round-Up grounds. 

But with little develop-
ment, the Pendleton City 
Council and Pendleton 
Development Commission 
were back to the drawing 
board at a joint meeting 
Tuesday. 

“The reason why we’re 
focusing on the river quarter 
is because we’ve seen 
some projects take place 
throughout the rest of the 
urban renewal area, but 
we’re not seeing anything 
along the river area and 
we’re asking ourselves 
why,” he said.  

The council had been 
alerted to the problem 
three years ago, when a 
member of the Pendleton 
Development Commission’s 
advisory committee told the 
council that the development 
commission’s $100,000 
building incentive wasn’t 
enough to offset the onerous 
building requirements. 

While the committee 
member advised scrapping 
the river quarter plan 
entirely and starting over, 
the council instead sent the 
plan back to the planning 
commission for tweaks. 

City Manager Robb 
Corbett said the commis-
sion has been busy dealing 
Pendleton’s marijuana 
zoning laws, leading to the 
delay in action. 

If the city was to make 
changes to the plan, it would 
either need to increase its 
monetary incentive or strip 
down its building require-
ments. 

“I think it’s going to be 
a long time before this is a 
wealthy enough community 
before people are going 
to come in and build what 
we want them to build,” he 
said. 

There was concern 
among the councilors 
and commissioners that 
watering down the building 
requirements too much 
would lead to an undesir-
able new development that 
would stand for decades to 
come. 

Planning Commissioner 
Joseph Hull said getting the 
“first seed planted,” the first 
river quarter development, 
would be key to the area’s 
success. The director of 
business operations and 
development for McCor-
mack Construction Co., 
Hull said developers will 
proceed with a new project 
as soon as they can deter-
mine its profitable. 

Councilor McKennon 
McDonald said the council 
has previously discussed 
initiating the first river 
quarter development itself, 
noting that the city owned 
the old police station at 
109 S.W. Court Ave. and 
the soon-to-be-vacated 
Pendleton Fire Station at 
911 S.W. Court Ave. 

There was a consensus 
among the council and 
commission that they 
wanted to hear from 
developers about what they 
would like to see from a 
river quarter plan. 

City Planner George 
Cress said he’s arranging 
exactly that kind of meeting, 
with developers scheduled 
to meet with the commis-
sion next month. 

Council revives river 
quarter discussion 
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Emely Coria, Addison Mathews, Isabel Puerta and Evelyn Chavez work together on 
math problems, preparing for this Friday’s Math is Cool regional contest.           

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon 
Gov. Kate Brown fired 
state librarian MaryKay 
Dahlgreen on Tuesday, an 
apparent surprise to the 
state’s association of library 
professionals, the chair of 
the state library board and 
Dahlgreen herself.

While the Governor’s 
Office says Dahlgreen failed 
to meet lawmakers’ expec-
tations, it did not provide 
specifics to the EO/Pamplin 
Capital Bureau.

Dahlgreen says the 
governor did not provide her 
with specific written feedback 
on her performance, either.

Dahlgreen had served as 
state librarian since 2012, 
and had worked for the state 
library since 1996.

The state librarian is 
appointed by the governor 
and subject to confirmation 
by the state Senate.

Kate Kondayen, a spokes-
woman for Gov. Brown, said 
in an email Wednesday that 

Dahlgreen “fell short of clear 
and timely expectations from 
legislators, and as a result of 
these performance issues, did 
not have the Senate support 
necessary for confirmation.”

Kondayen continued:
“Once qualms about 

(Dahlgreen’s) confirmation 
came to light, and in consid-
eration of stability for state 
library staff and program-
ming, the Governor’s Office 
offered to pursue a collab-

orative transition out of the 
role. Ms. Dahlgreen instead 
chose to be terminated and 
leave the State Library under 
unplanned and immediate 
circumstances.”

In response to that state-
ment, Dahlgreen said she was 
“very proud” of the work she 
did during her tenure. 

“The work I’ve done at the 
state library is the best work 
I’ve ever done,” Dahlgreen 
said Wednesday. “I don’t 
regret a minute of it, and I 
would also like to point out 
that I was never provided 
with written concerns about 
my performance.”

Dahlgreen said that during 
some budget hearings, there 
were some times when 
she “was questioned very 
closely.”

“And when I was asked to 
provide further information, 
I did that,” Dahlgreen said. 
“I always followed up. There 
were some very pointed 
questions about my perfor-
mance and my feeling is that 
I addressed every single one 
of those concerns.”

The state librarian may not 
be a particularly high-profile 
job, but the Oregon State 
Library does important work, 
advocates say. 

These include helping 
the state’s public libraries to 
share resources and adapt 
to changing technologies; 
providing support for library 
patrons who are blind or have 
impaired vision; and assisting 
state agencies with research.

Three years ago, the 
Legislature changed how the 
state librarian is chosen.

It used to be that the state 
librarian was appointed by a 
group of trustees. 

But in 2015, the Legis-
lature passed a law that 
“grandmothered” Dahlgreen 
into the position until July 
1, 2017, at which point she 
would be subject to guberna-
torial appointment and senate 
confirmation.

That 2015 law also 
converted the group of 
trustees into a board and, 
advocates say, made its 
composition more represen-
tative of library patrons.

State librarian fired, specifics remain elusive

MaryKay Dahlgreen
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At the joint meeting of 
the Pendleton Development 
Commission and Pendleton 
City Council on Tuesday, 
police chief Stuart Roberts 
gave a presentation on 
Pendleton’s legal marijuana 
market, which has now 
entered its second year. 

Roberts said he’s been 
“pleasantly surprised” about 
how responsible they’ve 
been in how they operate 
their business. 

Since the trio opened 
in 2017, Kind Leaf Pend-

leton has had four calls for 
service, Pendleton Cannabis 
two calls and High Desert 
Cannabis one call. Two cases 
— one each at Pendleton 
Cannabis and High Desert 
Cannabis — were referred 
to the Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission, the 
state agency that regulates 
recreational marijuana.  

While the three recre-
ational pot shops have 
financial incentive to stay 
on the good side of the law, 
Roberts said he remains 
concerned about home grow 
operations. 

Oregonians can legally 
grow four marijuana plants 
for personal use, but they 
can grow more if they’re 
doing it on behalf of 
medical patients. Roberts 
said experienced growers 
can easily grow more than 
they can possibly consume 
and then turn around and 
sell it on the black market or 
ship it across state lines. 

A concern among some 
of the councilors, commis-
sioners and audience 
members was the zoning 
rules for professional mari-
juana grows. 

While dispensaries may 
not be within a 1,000 feet 
of a school, park or another 
dispensary, there’s not the 
same level of regulation for 
a grow.

Marijuana grows are 
required to be in industrial 
zones and there are already 
two grows approved by the 
city for the Riverside area 
and another at the base of 
South Hill. 

Turner asked Roberts 
to speak with city staff and 
formulate some changes 
to marijuana grow zoning 
rules. 

Marijuana businesses behaving, chief worries about home grows

PENDLETON — Evan 
Freel of Milton-Freewater is 
aiming to settle the murder 
case against him in a closed-
door conference.

Freel, 18, appeared 
Wednesday morning in 
Umatilla County Circuit 
Court, Pendleton, for an 
update. His attorney, Kara 
Davis of Pendleton, told 
the court that Senior Judge 
Patricia Sullivan would 
oversee the conference.

Circuit Judge Christopher 
Brauer set the conference for 
May 2 at the county court-
house, Pendleton.

Freel sat quietly through 
the brief proceeding. The 
state charged him with 
murder and first-degree 
criminal mistreatment 
related to the June 2016 
death of his infant son. He 
remains in the Umatilla 
County Jail, Pendleton.

The court also received an 
update on the manslaughter 
case of Angela Marie Fix, 
41, of Pilot Rock. Davis also 
represents her and said she is 
waiting for the state to send 
digital photos from the crime 
scene, and those could arrive 
any day.

Fix faces first-degree 
arson and second-degree 

manslaughter charges for 
the July 2017 death of Larry 
Castro, 77, at his Pilot Rock 
home. Davis said she hired 
an expert to examine the fire 
investigation report, and that 
expert needs the photos in a 
digital format he can enlarge. 
Once he has them, she said, 
it would only take a couple 
days to complete his work.

At a hearing last month, 
Davis said a better under-
standing of the fire report 
would help her determine if 
this case also could use a 
settlement conference.

Freel murder case could settle

3/15
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie  • 3/21 • 12:00 PM
Lenny

A Wrinkle In Time (PG)
4:20  6:50            9:20

The Hurricane Heist (PG13)
4:40  7:10  9:30

Red Sparrow (R)
3:40*  6:40  9:40

Death Wish (R)
4:50  7:20  9:50

Black Panther (PG13)
4:00  7:00  10:00

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Speed performance allowing vou to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjov big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 ! 50X faster than DSL!!** ! High speed with fiber optic technology

! Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLinkh  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers varv bv speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 ! Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps ! Available everywhere

! Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

CusterShows.com 509.924.0588

TRAC Center
Pasco, WA 

FREE PARKING

Friday 10AM—8PM

Saturday 10AM—6PM 

Sunday 10AM—4PM

March 16-17-18, 2018

March 4-5-6, 2016  |  Spokane Fair & Expo Center  |  Spokane, WA 

19th Annual Spring

OVER 150 NORTHWEST ARTISANS 
FINE ART  |  HAND CRAFT  |  SPECIALTY FOODS

Admission $7        Kids 12 and under free!

TRAC Center
Pasco, WA 

FREE PARKING
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Admission $7        K
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7        Kids 12 and under free!


