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“As soon as we took the 
lead in the conference we 
were the team that everyone 
was gunning for, and this 
group answered the challenge 
and they did it again in the 
Pac-12 tournament. I think 
we’re going to be ready.”

The Ducks traveled 
approximately 11,652 miles 
during last year’s NCAA 
Tournament. Oregon, a No. 
10 seed, upset No. 7 Temple 
and No. 2 Duke at Cameron 
Indoor Arena in Durham, 
N.C., before taking down 
No. 3 Maryland in Bridge-

port, Conn.
Graves will use his own 

team’s journey to remind 
them that No. 7 Green Bay 
and No. 10 Minnesota, the 
two teams that meet in the 
other first-round game Friday 
in Eugene, are also capable 
of surviving and advancing 
to next weekend’s madness 
in Spokane.

“We have the luxury of 
knowing we better come 
ready to play because we 
were in that same situation 
last year,” Graves said. “As 
a 10 we had to beat a seven 
and then beat a two, so we’ve 
been through it. We know at 

this point any game you can 
get beat if you don’t bring it.

“I think we’re going to be 
ready and focused.”

Oregon’s players were 
given last week off to rest 
and study after winning the 
conference tournament with 
a 77-57 victory over Stanford 
in the March 4 title game in 
Seattle.

Graves and his staff 
soaked up the selection show 
with some of the team’s 
biggest fans Monday before 
diving into film study of 
Seattle and the two possible 
second-round opponents.

The Redhawks (18-14) 

earned an automatic bid by 
winning the WAC Tourna-
ment. This is the program’s 
first trip to the NCAA Tour-
nament.

Seattle’s leading scorer, 
Alexis Montgomery, is from 
Beaverton.

“My dad was hoping we 
would play Oregon because 
it’s only an hour and a half 
drive away, so we should 
have lots of support and 
lots of good energy coming 
from the Northwest,” 
Montgomery told the Seattle 
Times. “It’s super exciting. I 
can’t really describe it with 
words. We’re super grateful 

we just have the opportunity 
to play more than the regular 
season.”

The Ducks and the long 
shots from Seattle both have 
a chance to make a run at the 
Final Four without leaving 
the Pacific Northwest. The 
regional’s Sweet 16 is March 
24 and the Elite Eight is 
March 26 at Spokane Arena.

“There’s a ton of advan-
tages, but we’ve worked 
really hard to gain those 
advantages. That’s the way 
the system works,” Graves 
said of hosting the first 
two rounds and potentially 
returning to Spokane, where 

he was the longtime coach 
at Gonzaga. “We played 15 
games against teams in the 
top 50. That’s as many as 
anybody, and we won 11 of 
those.

“This team has been 
tested, no doubt, against 
national level and national 
championship level teams.”

If the Ducks were to 
advance to the Final Four, 
which would require beating 
No. 3 Ohio State and No. 
1 Notre Dame if the seeds 
hold, they would likely run 
into UConn again in the 
national semifinals on March 
30 in Columbus, Ohio.

DUCKS: Hope to still be playing on March 30 at the Final Four in Columbus
Continued from 1B

Other things to watch in 
the West region Thursday:

DIOP VS. THE DAUMI-
NATOR: The matchup 
between No. 5 Ohio State and 
No. 12 South Dakota State 
features two of the country’s 
best forwards.

It pits Big Ten player of the 
year Keita Bates-Diop (19.4 
points, 8.8 rebounds) against 
Summit League Player of 
the Year Mike Daum (23 and 
10), aka “The Dauminator.” 
Daum is one of only three 
Division I players to average 
a double-double this season.

The 5 vs. 12 upset has 
become so common it can’t 
really be seen as an upset 
anymore. Especially not 
in this case. This game has 
been targeted by no fewer 
than a dozen pundits as ripe 
for a Jackrabbits win. South 
Dakota State is in its third 
straight tournament. Last 
year, it came in as a 16 seed 
and was playing nose-to-nose 
with Gonzaga for 35 minutes 
before falling 66-46.

This year: “Obviously, 
expectations are really 
different for us,” Daum said. 
“We’re a group of guys who 
play really well together.”

COUGARS, AZTECS 
DANCE AGAIN: In Wichita, 
sixth-seeded Houston (26-7) 
will make its first NCAA 
Tournament appearance since 

2010 when it faces No. 11 
seed San Diego State (22-10).

The once-proud Cougars 
have been to five Final Fours, 
including three straight by 
the Phi Slama Jama teams of 
1982-84, but have not won 
a game in the tournament 
since that last foray. But their 
coach, Kelvin Sampson, has 
some experience making 
deep runs, including a Final 
Four trip when he was with 
Oklahoma.

San Diego State is back in 
the tournament under Brian 
Dutcher, who’s in his first 
season in charge but is no 
stranger to this stage. He was 
on Steve Fisher’s bench for 
eight previous NCAA trips.

ROLLING WOLVER-
INES: Michigan earned 
the No. 3 seed in the West 
Region after five straight 
wins to cap the regular season 
and four wins in four days to 
win a second straight Big Ten 
Tournament title.

The streaking Wolverines 
(28-7) will face No. 14 seed 
Montana on Thursday night 
in Wichita.

Michigan is certainly 
familiar with this stage, 
featuring four players who 
were part of its Sweet 16 team 
a year ago. Among them are 
Moe Wagner, one of the tour-
nament’s breakout stars, and 
Muhammad-Ali Abdur-Rah-
kman, who also played in the 
the previous season.

TOURNAMENT: A lot of 
good matchups in West
Continued from 1B

Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — The last team 
to make the NCAA Tournament gets 
to play at least one more. Credit Syra-
cuse's fabulous freshman forward and 
its legendary zone defense for getting a 
cringe-worthy win.

Freshman Oshae Brissett had his 
13th double-double while leading 
Syracuse's second-half comeback, and 
the Orange — the last team to make 
the NCAA Tournament — held on for 
a 60-56 victory over Arizona State on 
Wednesday night in the First Four.

The 11th-seeded Orange plays No. 6 
seed TCU (21-11) on Friday in Detroit 
in the Midwest Region.

Syracuse (21-13) had to sweat out 
Selection Sunday and wound up as the 
last one to make the bracket, relegated 
to the First Four. The Orange prevailed 
in a matchup of teams that started fast 
and then faded onto the tournament 
bubble.

"Our offense struggles," coach 
Jim Boeheim said. "But I thought our 
defense has been good all year and 
that's where we hang our hats, on the 
defensive end."

Arizona State (20-12) opened 
the season with 12 wins, including 
victories over tournament No. 1 seeds 
Xavier and Kansas. The Sun Devils 
went 8-12 the rest of the way, and their 
high-powered offense got shut down in 
their biggest game.

Arizona State scored a season low 
in points — only the third time it's 
been held under 70 all season. The Sun 
Devils' previous low was 64 points.

"Usually we're scoring 56 in a half, 
and we ended up with 56," coach 

Bobby Hurley said. "So there were 
limited possessions. It was a rock fight, 
and we just didn't make enough shots."

Brissett overcame a hard fall in the 
first half, scored 23 points and had 12 
rebounds. He had a three-point play 
and a step-back jumper as the Orange 
overcame a seven-point deficit with 7 
minutes left.

"I knew he was going to get back 
up," said Tyus Battle, whose 3-pointer 
put Syracuse ahead to stay. "He's hit 
some huge shots. He's done that count-
less times this year."

With a chance to take the lead, 
Arizona State's Shannon Evans II 
missed a 3-pointer with 2 seconds to 
go. Frank Howard got the rebound, 
was fouled and made both free throws 
to clinch it. Kodi Justice had 15 points 
for Arizona State, which hasn't won an 
NCAA Tournament game since 2009.

UP NEXT
Syracuse hopes to duplicate its 2016 

tournament run. The Orange was a No. 
10 seed and reached the national semi-
finals, where it lost to North Carolina.

Texas Southern routs NC 
Central 64-46 

DAYTON, Ohio (AP) — Texas 
Southern got its first ever NCAA 
Tournament win, a 64-46 rout of North 
Carolina Central in a First Four game 

on Wednesday night.
Damontrae Jefferson, a 5-foot-7 

guard, scored 25 points and grabbed 
eight rebounds to lift No. 16 seed 
Texas Southern (16-19), which became 
the first team with a losing record to 
win a tournament game. The Tigers 
started the season 0-13 against a rough 
schedule and didn't win a game until 
Jan. 1. Now they move on face No. 1 
seed Xavier on Friday.

A historically black college in 
Houston, Texas Southern slipped 
into the First Four by getting hot 
and winning the Southwest Athletic 
College Tournament. The Tigers then 
were paired with Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference Tournament winner N.C. 
Central, another historically black 
school that was making its second 
straight appearance in Dayton for a 
play-in game with a completely new 
starting lineup.

Both the conferences get an auto-
matic bid every year but rarely have to 
play each other.

N.C. Central (19-16) was led by 
Raasean Davis with 19 points, part of a 
starting five that included a pair of true 
freshmen guards and a walk-on.

Texas Southern led by 10 at the 
half on Jefferson's 17 points. The 
sophomore, who along with Miami's 
Chris Lykes is the shortest player in the 
tournament, tied the score at 10 with a 
jumper, then fed an alley-oop pass to 
Trayvon Reed for a monster dunk and 
followed with a layup to cap an 8-0 
run. The Tigers wouldn't relinquish the 
lead.

UP NEXT:
Texas Southern plays No. 1 Xavier 

in Pittsburgh on Friday.

Syracuse rallies for win over Arizona St
Men’s NCAA Tournament

First Four

#11 Arizona St

56

#11 Syracuse

60

504 Homes for Sale

$175,000- North Hill 3 bedroom, 
2 bath home, corner lot.  Re-
modeled kitchen and baths w/
beautiful tilework, polished con-
crete counters.  Woodfloors, 
double pane windows, gas-log 
fireplace.  Dawn 541-310-9563 
cell.  #18381045

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

REDUCED-- $69,900-3000 
sq.ft. for home or business---
Make this church your own spe-
cial place--commerical bulding 
currently being used as home 
--4/5/6 bedrooms... how will it 
work for you? #17615728 Water 
St Weston.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855  

HOUSE Wonderful home in 
Sunridge Estates. 1650sqft, 
3 bed, 2.5 bath, w/bonus loft. 
Oversized 3 car garage w/ 
large cemented driveway. Fully 
fenced landscaped backyard w/
UGS. Call to view! $279k. 

See at: 1616 SW 2nd St,  
Pendleton, OR
541-233-3086  

$169,900- NEW/ ATHENA
Updated 3 bed, 2 bath on a cor-
ner lot in Athena.   New flooring 
throughout, majority of windows 
updated, all new paint in and 
out.   2219 sf (m/l), so plenty of 
room for kids and pets!
Jerry Baker 541-969-6378 cell.  
#17242980

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

WHY store items you’ll never use 
again? Exchange them for cash with 

a low-cost ad in the classifieds.

$287,500 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen. Double lot.  
Two double car garages and 
much more.  MLS# 17054486

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever 
you are”

541-379-8690      

504 Homes for Sale

$232,000- NEW LISTING.  Nice 
North Hill location backs to 
wheat field.  Hardwood floors, 
tile, sunroom.  Double garage, 
newer furnace, newer roof.  Call 
Dori 541-310-1001 cell.  

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$475,000- 7.5 acres, 4626 sf 
(m/l), 5 bedroom, 3 bath home.  
Custom kitchen.  TV/ game 
room in the basement, with an 
inside work shop.  New well, 
pump.    Kevin @ 541-969-8243.   
#18346580

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$60,000- COVE/ LOOKING for 
a great location to build?  2.51 
acre lot w/ beautiful views of 
mountains and valley below.  
Enjoy the beautiful town of 
Cove.  Carolyn 541-786-0822 
cell.  #16585741 

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

 

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal 
cabin.  Cabin is one bedroom 
with bathroom. Enclosed porch 
that could be used for additional
sleeping area.  Wood burning 
fireplace. Private and Cozy.  Re-
duced to $89,900.  Call Cathy 
for more info  (541) 215-0103..

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$137,450- 1025sf (m/l), 3 bed-
room bungalow.  Gas stove in 
living room, zonal heat through-
out, heat pump.  Bathroom 
remodeled.  New carpet ‘13, 
new dishwasher, water heater 
‘14. Marsha 541-377-5152 cell.  
#18645209

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931        

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$259,900- 3 bed 2 bath 1852 +/- 
sq.ft. on oversized level lot with 
shop. Call Shane 541-379-7802. 
RMLS #17658050

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

541.377.9470

RMLS# 17422889 CUTE HOME 
in Pilot Rock. Nice size lot with 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath carport. Dog 
kennel. Room to add on.  Priced 
to sell at $83,000.  Owner is mo-
tivated. Call Cathy at (541) 215-
0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$189,900- Views!  Classic 
mid-century, daylight base-
ment home.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, full basement.  
Large deck, fenced private 
backyard.  Great location!  Jef  
541-969-9539 cell.  #17092551

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

487 Bargain Bin

502 Real Estate

NOW is the TIME to explore all 
the possibilities for your new 
home. Call 541-377-6855 today 
for Reliable Representation.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Attention Sellers, Winter can be 
a great time to sell as you avoid 
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a 
free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

DROP by for a coffee and hon-
est professional guidance to find 
the house on your wishlist. You 
can choose from available prop-
erties all over the county to suit 
your budget and style.

Turn Here Realty
305 SW Court Ave

541-377-6855

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home- Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. Call 
Kerry.

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  

305 SW Court Ave 
541-377-6855

BUY IT! SELL IT!

FIND IT!

CALL

1-800-962-2819

181 Lost & Found

Are you missing me?
I am missing my family!

Found on NW Despain, 
Pendleton. 

541-215-2960 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

204 Automobiles

1999 HONDA  ACCORD
Automatic, moon roof, runs 
good but high miles, needs 
some work. $1,500 or best 
offer. 

Brad 541-969-9980 

Car For sale
 2008 Subaru Legacy sedan 
AWD 181,000 thousand miles. 
No mechanical problems. Good 
tires and interior, Vehicle history 
report is great, Damage to pas-
senger side price 3200$ Locat-
ed in Condon, OR call (541)980-

1362  

301 RVs & Travel
Trailers

2007 terry 29.5 ft fifth wheel RV 
3 slideouts .built by Fleetwood 
in Pendleton Oregon with many 
updates. Immaculate condition, 
one owner, low mileage of us-
age over 9 years call for more 
info     509-529-9837 

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

107 Public Notices

PUBLIC AUCTION
EZ Mini Storage

2315 Hwy. 395 S.
Hermiston, OR

97838

Ty Haertling B-30

Sale on site, 11AM
March 16, 2018

Please call ahead to confirm
541-567-1003 

LOOKING for a second car? 
The classified section is a 

complete car-buyer’s guide.

110 Announcements

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon
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