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By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

All those promises worth millions 
upon millions to free agents turned 
into paydays Wednesday when the 
NFL’s business year began.

Of course, teams needed to clear 
salary cap space or rejigger their 
ledgers to make it work, and they’ll 
still be doing so for months.

While the likes of Drew Brees, 
Malcolm Butler and Andrew 
Norwell cashed in bigtime, having 
reached agreements in the past two 
days before everything became 
official, some value entered the 
marketplace.

Arizona released safety Tyrann 
Mathieu when it couldn’t rework 
his deal. On Tuesday, the Cardinals 
let running back Adrian Peterson 
go.

Baltimore cut receiver Jeremy 
Maclin. Detroit said goodbye to 
tight end Eric Ebron. Pittsburgh 
tore up a secondary that often was 
torn up by opposing quarterbacks, 
releasing Mike Mitchell, Robert 
Golden and William Gay.

But Carolina had more success 
with a veteran, completing a 
one-year deal with defensive end 
Julius Peppers.

The 38-year-old Peppers, who 
contemplated retirement after 
17 pro seasons, remains with 
the Panthers for $5 million, with 
$2.5 million guaranteed, a person 
familiar with the situation said. The 
person spoke to The Associated 
Press on Wednesday on condition 
of anonymity because the team 
does not release financial terms of 
contracts.

“I am fired up to have him back,” 
Panthers coach Ron Rivera said. “It 
was amazing to have him as part of 
what we are trying to build and I 
think he can help us get to the next 
level.”

Cleveland, meanwhile, did 
nothing more than listen to one 
of its greatest players, tackle Joe 
Thomas , announce his retirement. 
The Browns save his $10.3 million 
salary for 2018 and a $3 million 

bonus but lose their best player and 
leader in the expansion era (1999-
present), a 10-time Pro Bowler.

“This was an extremely difficult 
decision, but the right one for me and 
my family,” Thomas said. “Playing 
in the NFL has taken a toll on my 
body and I can no longer physically 
compete at the level I need to.”

CARDINALS
Mathieu was due for $18.75 

million of his contract to be guaran-
teed when the league year officially 
begins. By cutting him, Arizona 
will save close to $5 million in cap 
space.

Mathieu became a star in the 
Arizona secondary after being 
selected in the third round of the 
2013 draft following a troubled 
college career at LSU. He was 
an All-Pro in 2015, when he had 
five interceptions and 17 passes 
defensed.

But he also has been plagued 
by injuries and only last season did 
Mathieu appear in all 16 games.

RAVENS
Baltimore frees up an estimated 

$5 million in salary cap space by 
releasing Maclin, who signed on 

as a free agent in June. But Maclin 
missed two games with a shoulder 
injury, two more with knee issues, 
and finished with only 40 catches 
for 440 yards and three touchdowns. 
The 84 receptions he had over the 
past two seasons (2016 with Kansas 
City) are three fewer than he had 
with the Chiefs in 2015.

Then the Ravens agreed to deals 
with receivers John Brown and 
Ryan Grant.

Brown, 27, spent four years in 
Arizona and is a speedy deep threat, 
something Baltimore desperately 
needs. He can also return kicks.

Grant, also 27, was with Wash-
ington for four seasons.

49ERS
San Francisco agreed to a four-

year contract with running back 
Jerick McKinnon and a five-year 
deal with center-guard Weston 
Richburg. McKinnon replaces 
departing starter Carlos Hyde and 
Richburg could start anywhere in 
the interior line.

“We see Weston as one of the top 
young interior offensive linemen 
in the NFL,” GM John Lynch said. 
“His athleticism, intelligence and 

attitude are a perfect fit for our 
scheme. Jerick has proven to be an 
extremely versatile football player 
whose speed, elusiveness and tack-
le-breaking ability make him a very 
difficult matchup for defenses. We 
can’t wait to get them on the field 
with their teammates and coaches 
later this spring.”

GIANTS
New York agreed with offensive 

tackle Nate Solder, late of the 
Patriots, to become its starter on 
the left side. Solder, 29, will get a 
four-year contract worth about $62 
million.

The Giants can move 2015 first-
round draft pick Ereck Flowers to 
the right side as they rebuild a line 
that has struggled for years.

TITANS
Tennessee kept right guard Josh 

Kline and defensive end David 
King with new contracts after 
making a splash in free agency by 
getting Butler for $60 million over 
five years ($30 million guaranteed) 
and also taking running back Dion 
Lewis away from New England.

BILLS
The Bills restocked their quar-

terback position by agreeing to a 
two-year contract with AJ McCa-
rron.

The 27-year-old spent the past 
four seasons backing up Andy 
Dalton in Cincinnati after being 
selected by the Bengals in the fifth 
round of the 2014 draft.

McCarron’s signing came five 
days after Buffalo traded three-year 
starter Tyrod Taylor to Cleveland. 
The trade left 2017 fifth-round pick 
Nathan Peterman as the only quar-
terback on Buffalo’s roster.

Buffalo also added defensive end 
Trent Murphy from Washington and 
got a needed pass rusher, albeit a 
player coming off a major injury.

Murphy had 15 sacks in 47 
games, including nine in 2016, 
then sat out last season after tearing 
two ligaments in his left knee in a 
preseason game.

The Bills finished tied for 30th 
in the NFL with just 27 sacks last 
season.

The Bills added defensive back-
field depth by agreeing with safety 
Rafael Bush on a two-year contract, 
and got linebacker Julian Stanford 
on a two-year contract.

FALCONS
The Falcons addressed a need 

by signing offensive guard Brandon 
Fusco, who started 16 games for 
San Francisco last season, to a 
three-year deal. Fusco, who began 
his career with the Vikings, could 
immediately start at right guard.

DOLPHINS
Five-time Pro Bowl defensive 

tackle Ndamukong Suh officially 
was released, when the trades to 
acquire defensive end Robert Quinn 
and send Jarvis Landry to the Cleve-
land Browns were formalized.

Miami also released tight end 
Julius Thomas, which had been 
expected, but decided to keep right 
tackle Ja’Wuan James, which guar-
antees him $9.34 million in 2018.

CHARGERS
Tight end Virgil Green got a 

three-year contract and safety 
Adrian Phillips re-signed with a 
one-year deal.

Green spent the past seven 
seasons with the Broncos, starting 
all 16 games last season and 
winning a Super Bowl ring in 
February 2016. His addition adds 
intrigue to whether the Chargers 
will bring back 37-year-old tight 
end Antonio Gates, who hopes to 
extend his record-setting career for 
at least another season.

JETS
New York signed linebacker 

Avery Williamson to a three-year 
contract worth $22.5 million. 
Williamson spent his first four NFL 
seasons with Tennessee and led the 
Titans in tackles in two of those 
years.

The Jets also tendered wide 
receiver Quincy Enunwa at the 
second-round level, worth $2.9 
million. Enunwa was emerging as 
a threat before missing last season 
with a bulging disk in his neck that 
required surgery. He had a breakout 
season in 2016, catching 58 passes 
for 857 yards and four touchdowns.

Promises turn into paydays as NFL business year begins
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The Carolina Panthers announced on Wednesday they have re-
signed free agent defensive end Julius Peppers to a one-year con-
tract, part of a flurry of signings across the NFL.

Local slate
PREP BASEBALL

Friday
Heppner at Irrigon (DH), 11 a.m.
Umatilla at Portland Christian (DH), 3:30 p.m.
Pilot Rock at Riverside, 4 p.m.
Saturday
Pendleton vs. Curtis (WA) (at Hanford), 11 a.m.
Stanfield at Tri-City Prep (WA) (DH), 11 a.m.
La Salle Prep at Hermiston, Noon
Mac-Hi at Touchet (WA) (DH), Noon
Pendleton at Hanford (WA), 2 p.m.

PREP SOFTBALL
Friday
Enterprise at Heppner (DH), 1 p.m.
Irrigon at Pendleton Freshmen (DH), 3 p.m.
Umatilla at Portland Christian (DH), 3:30 p.m.
Hermiston at St. Helens, 4 p.m.
Pendleton at Hillsboro, 5 p.m.
Saturday
Tri-Cities Prep (WA) at Echo (DH), 11 a.m.
Hermiston at Hillsboro, Noon
Pendleton at St. Helens, Noon
Enterprise at Weston-McEwen (DH), Noon

PREP TRACK AND FIELD
Friday
Riverside at Ontario Icebreaker, 3:45 p.m. 
Saturday
Mac-Hi, Weston-McEwen at Sweeney 

Invitational (ID), 10 a.m.
Irrigon at Richland Track and Field Jambo-

ree (WA), 11:30 a.m.

PREP TENNIS
Thursday
Umatilla vs. Weston-McEwen, 3 p.m.
Hermiston at Southridge (WA), 3:30 p.m.
Stanfield/Echo at Riverside, 4 p.m.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Saturday
BMCC vs. Prairie Baseball Acad. (DH), 

11 a.m.
Sunday
BMCC vs. Chemeketa (DH), 11 a.m.

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
Friday
BMCC vs. Wenatchee Valley (DH), 2 p.m.
Saturday
BMCC vs. Yakima Valley (DH), 12 p.m.
EOU at University of Providence (DH), 2 p.m.
Sunday
EOU at University of Providence (DH), 10 a.m.

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD
Saturday
EOU Team Challenge (at Hermiston), all day

Basketball
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
x-Toronto 50 17 .746 —
x-Boston 46 22 .676 4½

Indiana 40 28 .588 10½
Cleveland 39 28 .582 11
Washington 39 30 .565 12
Philadelphia 36 30 .545 13½
Milwaukee 36 32 .529 14½
Miami 36 33 .522 15
——
Detroit 30 37 .448 20
Charlotte 29 39 .426 21½
New York 24 44 .353 26½
Chicago 23 44 .343 27
Brooklyn 21 47 .309 29½
Orlando 21 48 .304 30
Atlanta 20 48 .294 30½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
x-Houston 53 14 .791 —
x-Golden State 52 16 .765 1½
Portland 41 26 .612 12
Oklahoma City 41 29 .586 13½
New Orleans 39 28 .582 14
Minnesota 40 29 .580 14
L.A. Clippers 37 29 .561 15½
Utah 38 30 .559 15½
——
San Antonio 38 30 .559 15½
Denver 37 31 .544 16½
L.A. Lakers 31 37 .456 22½
Dallas 22 46 .324 31½
Sacramento 22 47 .319 32
Phoenix 19 50 .275 35
Memphis 18 49 .269 35
x-clinched playoff spot
———
Wednesday’s Games
Orlando 126, Milwaukee 117
Washington 125, Boston 124, 2OT
Sacramento 123, Miami 119, OT
Golden State 117, L.A. Lakers 106
Thursday’s Games
Toronto at Indiana, 4 p.m.
Charlotte at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at New York, 4:30 p.m.
Chicago at Memphis, 5 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Houston, 5 p.m.
New Orleans at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.
Detroit at Denver, 6 p.m.
Phoenix at Utah, 6 p.m.
Cleveland at Portland, 7 p.m.

NCAA Men’s Tournament
First Four
at Dayton, OH
Wednesday’s Games
No. 16 Texas Southern 64, No. 16 NC 

Central 46
No. 11 Syracuse 60, No. 11 Arizona St 56

First Round
EAST REGIONAL

Thursday
At PPG Paints Arena, Pittsburgh
#1 Villanova (30-4) vs. #16 Radford, 3:50 

p.m. (TNT)
#8 Virginia Tech (21-11) vs. #9 Alabama 

(19-15), 6:20 p.m. (TNT)
At American Airlines Center, Dallas
#3 Texas Tech (24-9) vs. #14 Stephen F. 

Austin (28-6), 4:27 p.m. (truTV)
#6 Florida (20-12) vs. #11 St. Bonaventure, 

6:57 p.m. (truTV)

Friday
At Little Caesars Arena, Detroit
#2 Purdue (28-6) vs. #15 Cal State Fuller-

ton (20-11), 9:40 a.m.
#7 Arkansas (23-11) vs. #10 Butler (20-13), 

12:10 p.m.
At Viejas Arena, San Diego
#4 Wichita State (25-7) vs. #13 Marshall 

(24-10), 10:30 a.m.
#5 West Virginia (24-10) vs. #12 Murray 

State (26-5), 1 p.m.
SOUTH REGIONAL

Thursday
At American Airlines Center, Dallas
#3 Tennessee (25-8) vs. #14 Wright State 

(25-9), 9:40 a.m. (truTV)
#6 Miami (22-9) vs. #11 Loyola of Chicago 

(28-5), 12:10 p.m. (truTV)
At Taco Bell Arena, Boise, Idaho
#5 Kentucky (24-10) vs. #12 Davidson 

(21-11), 4:10 p.m. (CBS)
#4 Arizona (27-7) vs. #13 Buffalo (26-8), 

6:40 p.m. (CBS)
Friday
At Spectrum Center, Charlotte, N.C.
#8 Creighton (21-11) vs. #9 Kansas State 

(22-11), 3:50 p.m.
#1 Virginia (31-2) vs. #16 UMBC (24-10), 

6:20 p.m.
At Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tenn.
#2 Cincinnati (30-4) vs. #15 Georgia State 

(24-10), 11 a.m.
#7 Nevada (27-7) vs. #10 Texas (19-14), 

1:30 p.m.
MIDWEST REGIONAL

Thursday
At PPG Paints Arena, Pittsburgh
#7 Rhode Island (25-7) vs. #10 Oklahoma 

(18-13), 9:15 a.m. (CBS)
#2 Duke (26-7) vs. #15 Iona (20-13), 11:45 

a.m. (CBS)
At INTRUST Bank Arena, Wichita, Kan.
#1 Kansas (27-7) vs. #16 Penn (24-8), 11 

a.m. (TBS)
#8 Seton Hall (21-11) vs. #9 N.C. State 

(21-11), 1:30 p.m. (TBS)
Friday
At Little Caesars Arena, Detroit
#3 Michigan State (29-4) vs. #14 Bucknell 

(25-9), 4:10 p.m.
#6 TCU (21-11) vs. #11 Syracuse winner, 

6:40 p.m.
At Viejas Arena, San Diego
#4 Auburn (25-7) vs. #13 College of 

Charleston (26-7), 4:27 p.m.
#5 Clemson (23-9) vs. #12 New Mexico 

State (28-5), 6:57 p.m.
WEST REGIONAL

Thursday
At INTRUST Bank Arena, Wichita, Kan.
#6 Houston (26-7) vs. #11 San Diego 

State (22-10), 4:20 p.m. (TBS)
#3 Michigan (28-7) vs. #14 Montana (26-

7), 6:50 p.m. (TBS)
At Taco Bell Arena, Boise, Idaho
#4 Gonzaga (30-4) vs. #13 UNC Greens-

boro (27-7), 10:30 a.m. (TNT)
#5 Ohio State (24-8) vs. #12 South Dakota 

State (28-6), 1 p.m. (TNT)
Friday

At Spectrum Center, Charlotte, N.C.
#7 Texas A&M (20-12) vs. #10 Providence 

(21-13), 9:15 a.m.
#2 North Carolina (25-10) vs. #15 Lip-

scomb (23-9), 11:45 a.m.
At Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tenn.
#1 Xavier (28-5) vs. #16 Texas Southern 

winner, 4:20 p.m.
#8 Missouri (20-12) vs. #9 Florida State 

(20-11), 6:50 p.m.

Hockey
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 70 48 18 4 100 257 198
Boston 68 44 16 8 96 232 176
Toronto 70 41 22 7 89 234 202
Florida 67 34 26 7 75 205 212
Montreal 70 26 32 12 64 179 221
Detroit 69 26 32 11 63 180 211
Ottawa 69 25 33 11 61 193 240
Buffalo 69 22 35 12 56 165 224
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 69 39 23 7 85 209 202
Pittsburgh 71 40 26 5 85 232 215
Philadelphia 70 35 24 11 81 205 205
New Jersey 70 36 26 8 80 212 211
Columbus 70 37 28 5 79 193 195
Carolina 70 30 29 11 71 188 218
N.Y. Rangers 71 32 32 7 71 205 227
N.Y. Islanders 69 30 29 10 70 222 245
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 69 45 14 10 100 225 174
Winnipeg 70 41 19 10 92 230 185
Minnesota 70 39 24 7 85 217 203
Dallas 71 38 26 7 83 205 190
Colorado 69 37 24 8 82 220 203
St. Louis 69 37 27 5 79 191 182
Chicago 70 30 32 8 68 199 207
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 70 45 20 5 95 238 195
San Jose 70 38 23 9 85 207 192
Los Angeles 70 38 26 6 82 203 177
Anaheim 71 35 24 12 82 198 193
Calgary 71 35 26 10 80 198 206
Edmonton 70 30 35 5 65 196 226
Vancouver 71 25 37 9 59 183 231
Arizona 69 23 35 11 57 167 222
————
Wednesday’s Games
Toronto 6, Dallas 5, SO
N.Y. Rangers 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT
San Jose 4, Edmonton 3, OT
New Jersey 8, Vegas 3
Anaheim 3, Vancouver 0
Thursday’s Games
Washington at N.Y. Islanders, 4 p.m.
Columbus at Philadelphia, 4 p.m.
Toronto at Buffalo, 4 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Montreal, 4:30 p.m.
Boston at Florida, 4:30 p.m.
Chicago at Winnipeg, 5 p.m.
Colorado at St. Louis, 5 p.m.

Detroit at Los Angeles, 7 p.m.
Nashville at Arizona, 7 p.m.

Golf
PGA TOUR

ARNOLD PALMER INVITATIONAL
Site: Orlando, Fla.
Course: Bay Hill Lodge & Resort. Yardage: 

7,419. Par: 72.
Purse: $8.9 million. Winner’s share: 

$1,602,000.
Television: Thursday-Friday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

(Golf Channel); Saturday, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
(Golf Channel), 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. (NBC); 
Sunday, 9:30-11 a.m. (Golf Channel), 11 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. (NBC).

Defending champion: Marc Leishman.
FedEx Cup leader: Justin Thomas.

Transactions
FOOTBALL

National Football League
ARIZONA CARDINALS — Released S 

Tyrann Mathieu.
ATLANTA FALCONS — Agreed to terms 

with OL Brandon Fusco on a three-year 
contract. Released DE Derrick Shelby.

BALTIMORE RAVENS — Released WR 
Jeremy Maclin. Agreed to terms with WRs 
John Brown and Ryan Grant.

BUFFALO BILLS — Released WR Anquan 
Boldin from the retired list. Agreed to 
terms with DE Trent Murphy on a three-
year contract and QB A.J. McCarron, S 
Rafael Bush and LB Julian Stanford on 
two-year contracts.

CAROLINA PANTHERS — Traded CB 
Daryl Worley to Philadelphia for WR Torrey 
Smith. Re-signed DE Julius Peppers to a 
one-year contract.

CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms 
with LB Sam Acho and DB Prince Amuka-
mara. Released DB Marcus Cooper, QB 
Mike Glennon and WR Marcus Wheaton.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Announced 
the retirement of OT Joe Thomas. Acquired 
QB Tyrod Taylor from Buffalo for a 2018 
third-round (No. 65) draft pick. Acquired DB 
Damarious Russell and 2018 fourth- (No. 
114) and fifth-round (No. 150) draft picks for 
QB DeShone Kizer, 2018 fourth- (No. 101) 
and fifth-round (No. 138) draft picks.

DENVER BRONCOS — Agreed to terms 
with QB Case Keenum on a two-year 
contract, LB Todd Davis on a three-year 
c0ontract and CB Tramaine Brock on a one-
year contract.

DETROIT LIONS — Re-signed LB Nick 
Bellore and CB Nevin Lawson. Signed CB 
DeShawn Shead. Released TE Eric Ebron.

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed G 
Andrew Norwell to a five-year contract 
and WR Donte Moncrief. Re-signed WR 
Marqise Lee to a four-year contract.

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS — Traded CB 
Marcus Peters to the Los Angeles Rams 
for a 2018 fourth-round (No. 124) draft pick 

and a 2019 second-round pick. Signed WR 
Sammy Watkins to a three-year contract 
and LB Anthony Hitchens a five-year 
contract. Signed LB Terrance Smith and WR 
De’Anthony Thomas.

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed 
TE Virgil Green to a three-year contract. 
Agreed to terms with S Adrian Phillips on a 
one-year contract.

LOS ANGELES RAMS — Traded LB Alec 
Ogletree to the N.Y. Giants for 2018 fourth- 
(No. 135) and sixth-round (No. 176) draft 
picks. Re-signed CB Nickell Robey-Cole-
man. Acquired CB Aqib Talib from Denver 
for undisclosed draft picks. Acquired CB 
Marcus Peters from Kansas City for undis-
closed draft picks.

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Released DT 
Ndamukong Suh and TE Julius Thomas. 
Traded WR Jarvis Landry to Cleveland for a 
2018 fourth-round (No. 123) draft pick and a 
2019 seventh-round draft pick. Acquired DE 
Robert Quinn and a 2018 sixth-round draft 
pick from the Los Angeles Rams for 2018 
fourth- and sixth-round draft picks.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Acquired 
DL Danny Shelton and 2018 fifth-round (No. 
159) draft pick from Cleveland for a 2019 
thrid-round draft pick.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS — Signed 
QB Drew Brees to a two-year contract 
extension.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed CB Teddy 
Williams and RB Jonathan Stewart.

NEW YORK JETS — Signed LB Avery Wil-
liamson to a three-year contract. Re-signed 
S Doug Middleton, FB Lawrence Thomas 
and TE Eric Tomlinson.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Agreed to 
terms with LB Nigel Bradham on a five-
year contract. Traded WR Marcus Johnson 
and a 2018 fifth-round (No. 156) draft pick 
to Seattle for DE Michael Bennett and a 
2018 seventh-round draft pick. Agreed to 
terms with LB Corey Nelson on a one-year 
contract.

PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Released 
DBs Mike Mitchell, William Gay and Robert 
Golden.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Agreed to 
terms with LB Brock Coyle on a three-year 
contract, RB Jerick McKinnon on a four-year 
contract and OL Weston Richburg on a 
five-year contract.

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS — Re-signed 
S Keith Tandy.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Agreed to terms 
with G Josh Kline and DE David King on a 
contract extensions. Agreed to terms with 
CB Malcolm Butler on a five-year contract 
and RB Dion Lewis. Agreed to terms with 
DL DaQuan Jones on a multiyear contract 
and DE David King on a one-year contract.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Traded CB 
Kendall Fuller and a 2018 third-round (No. 
78) draft pick to Kansas City for QB Alex 
Smith.

SCOREBOARD

By MARK THIESSEN
Associated Press

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — 
Joar Ulsom of Norway won 
the world’s most famous sled 
dog race Wednesday after a 
grueling dash across Alaska’s 
rough terrain, but he earned tens 
of thousands of dollars less than 
last year’s top musher at the 
struggling Iditarod. 

“It’s pretty unreal I pulled it 
off,” Ulsom told reporters at the 
finish line in Nome, Alaska. 

After nearly 1,000 miles 
(1,609 kilometers), Ulsom and 
the eight dogs on his team came 
off the Bering Sea ice onto 
Nome’s main street. He slapped 
hands with fans who lined the 
streets and went under the finish 
line at 3 a.m. local time. 

“I don’t know what to say 
about it. It’s out of this world,” 
he said before hugging each 
of his dogs. His supporters 
crowded the finish line, and one 
waved the flag of Norway.

The 31-year-old, who took 
the lead Monday when Nicolas 

Petit got off course in a blizzard, 
became the third person born 
outside the U.S. to claim the 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. 
He’s also the second Norwegian 
after Robert Sorlie, a two-time 
winner who cheered Ulsom’s 
progress along the trail. 

Ulsom said he had no idea 
he had taken the lead when Petit 
got off course. He saw a sled 
track ahead of him, and figured 
he would find someone resting 
at the checkpoint.

It was a pleasant surprise 
when he found out he was 
the first musher to arrive, and 
figured he had “a good shot at 
taking it home then.”

Ulsom moved in 2011 from 
Norway to Willow, Alaska, the 
dog mushing capital of the U.S. 
He first entered the Iditarod 
in 2013, when he was named 
rookie of the year, and has never 
finished below seventh place. 
His previous best finishes were 
fourth-place rankings in both 
2017 and 2014.

Ulsom picks up about 
$50,000, a drop from the 2017 

winner’s earnings of more than 
$71,000. 

The race, which began March 
4, has been suffering financially 
and lost Wells Fargo bank as a 
major sponsor in the last year. 
Organizers have blamed animal 
rights activists for putting pres-
sure on sponsors. 

The Iditarod also was 
marked by fallout from its 
first-ever dog doping scandal. 
Race officials announced that 
the team of four-time champion 
Dallas Seavey tested positive 
for an opioid painkiller after his 
second-place finish last March 
but said they could not prove he 
gave tramadol to his dogs. 

Officials didn’t punish 
Seavey but changed race rules 
to make mushers responsible for 
any positive drug test. Seavey, 
who won four titles between 
2012 and 2016, denied giving 
drugs to his dogs and sat out this 
year’s race in protest.

The Iditarod also repri-
manded but didn’t fire the head 
of its drug testing program on 
Monday after a musher claimed 

Dr. Morrie Craig threatened him 
minutes before the race’s start.

Musher Wade Marrs said 
Craig threatened to expose him 
as another musher who had 
a positive drug test last year. 
Iditarod spokesman Chas St. 
George has said Seavey’s team 
had the only positive test.

Marrs, who is president of the 
Iditarod Official Finishers Club, 
said he felt Craig was trying to 
punish him for criticizing how 
the race handled Seavey’s case 
and to silence him before a 
mushers meeting this week.

The Iditarod said the context 
and intent of the conversation 
between Marrs and Craig 
differed but acknowledged that 
it was ill-timed. Officials also 
said Craig should only commu-
nicate test results to board 
members and that any further 
actions deemed detrimental to 
the race would result in further 
disciplinary action, including 
possible termination.

Sixty-seven mushers started 
the race north of Anchorage. 
Eight of those have scratched. 

Norwegian musher wins iconic Iditarod sled dog race in Alaska
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Joar Ulsom of Norway poses with his dogs af-
ter winning the Iditarod sled dog race in Nome,
Alaska, on Wednesday. Ulsom became just the 
third person born outside of the U.S. to claim 
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race title.


