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Saturday packed 
with activities

By TAMMY  MALGESINI
East Oregonian

Organizers are painting 
the town green as Heppner 
gears up for the 36th annual 
A Wee Bit O’Ireland Cele-
bration. 

The event kicks off 
Thursday with a vendor’s 
square (9:30-5:30 p.m.) and a 
drama performance (7 p.m.) 
written and directed by Father 
Gerry Condon. “Searching 
For Meaning” is free but 
donations will be accepted 
on behalf of “Anson Strong,” 
which benefits the family 
of Anson Fairbank, a local 
2-year-old who is undergoing 
treatment for leukemia.

Musical entertainment, 
food and fun will be aplenty 
as residents and visitors 
celebrate the town’s Irish 
heritage. Joe and Leanne 
Lindsay, their children, 
Ryan, Cori Jo and Andrew, 
and other extended family 
members will serve as grand 

marshals during the Great 
Green Parade (Saturday, 1 
p.m.).

“They are so good,” said 
Sheryll Bates, Heppner 
Chamber of Commerce exec-
utive director. “Whatever we 
ask, Joe and Leanne are right 

there to help out.”
Bates said the family 

always pitches in to assist 
with community events. Joe 
performs light-hearted and 
fun songs, which he writes 
each year to honor the event 
grand marshals. The Lindsay 

kids, Bates said, have grown 
up learning a spirit of partic-
ipation. She is particularly 
looking forward to hearing 
this year’s grand marshal 
song — hoping for more of 
the good-natured humor Joe 
is known for.

New to this year’s event 
is Murray’s Irish Beer and 
Wine Fest. The event kicks 
off Friday at 8 p.m. at the 
Morrow County Fairgrounds 
and features Dan Burns 
3D Productions — an 
electrifying live DJ show 
complete with music, lights, 
fog and more. Admission is 
free. Food and drinks will be 
available for purchase.

The Irish Coffee Hour 
(Saturday, 10 a.m.), which is 
actually 90 minutes in length, 
continues to be a highlight 
of the weekend event, Bates 
said. It features music, an 
Irish Brogue Contest, a 
chance to win cash prizes 
and running commentary 
between host Tom Melton, 
Father Gerry Condon, U.S. 
Rep. Greg Walden and local 
attorney Bill Kuhn. Although 
new to the coffee hour gang, 

Kuhn is known for his corny 
jokes. He is assuming the 
seat previously reserved for 
Dominic Monahan, a retried 
attorney.

Bates is excited about the 
revival of the O’Planky Race 
(Saturday, 11:30 a.m.), which 
returned last year to Sham-
rock Central after nearly 
a 20-year hiatus. Also, the 
Welly Toss (Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.), which features 
launching Wellington boots, 
offers a chance to participate 
in ol’ Irish fun and braggin’ 
rights for the longest throws. 
And kid’s activities will be 
plentiful during Top O’The 
Hour (Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.)

Bates said the late 
morning activities, which 
also includes the Cruz-In 
(Saturday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) 
encourages people to linger 
downtown while waiting for 
the parade to begin. Also, for 
those feeling energized, the 
Leprechaun Run dashes in at 
11:15 a.m.

Also, in an effort to 
increase involvement before 
participants imbibe in too 

much green beer, the Road 
Bowling will take place 
Saturday at 3 p.m. Be sure to 
gather your lads and lassies 
for a team of four and get 
signed up at 1 p.m.

The event also includes 
musical performances, 
sheep dog trials, the Cruz-In 
car show, meals, vendor 
displays, Ewe-Do-Bingo, the 
O’Ducky Race, children’s 
talent show and the Friends 
of the Library annual book 
sale. Also, don’t forget to 
fork out some dough for a 
collector’s button, which 
provides two chances to win 
a $100 pot o’ gold. The draw-
ings will be held Saturday at 
CEILI (2-4 p.m.) and during 
the CrossStrung performance 
(7:30-9:30 p.m.).

“We try to have something 
for everybody, so it’s not 
just the coffee hour and the 
parade and then everyone 
drinks beer,” Bates said. “It’s 
just a lot of fun.”

For more information, 
call 541-676-5536 or search 
Facebook. For a full schedule 
of events, visit www.
heppnerchamber.com.

Celebration features more than a wee bit o’ fun

Staff photo by Tammy Malgesini

Joe Lindsay (back left) and his children, Ryan, Cori 
Jo and Andrew participate in a past Irish Coffee Hour 
during A Wee Bit O’Ireland Celebration in Heppner. The 
Lindsay family are grand marshals for this year’s event.

HEPPNER

Acting class serves up 
murder mystery dinner

HERMISTON — A youth theater 
workshop will provide opportunities 
to learn about different aspects of 
productions.

Middle school and high school 
students are invited to participate 
in the Hermiston Youth Theater, 
which culminates in hosting a 
murder mystery dinner presentation. 
Participants will learn about the 
history of theater, gain information on 
stage presence, character building and 
improvisational skills, and participate 
in set building and costuming.

The sessions are Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at 
the Hermiston Community Center, 
415 S. Highway 395. It runs March 
12 through April 25. The cost is $30 
for Hermiston residents or $38 for 
non-residents. No acting experience 
necessary.

The murder mystery dinner is 

Friday, April 27 at 6 p.m. at the 
Hermiston Community Center. It 
will include acting and audience 
participation, with improvisation 
adding to the fun and exciting 
evening.  Tickets are $25 each or $40 
for couples. Tickets must be purchased 
by Friday, April 20 at Hermiston Parks 
& Recreation.

For more information about 
participating in the youth theater event, 
visit www.hermistonrecreation.com. To 
register, call 541-667-5018 or stop by 
the recreation office at the community 
center, 415 S. Highway 395.

Library program 
features Adventure Time

HERMISTON — Adults and 
students with developmental 
disabilities are invited to a special 
story time program at the Hermiston 
Public Library.

Adventure Time is each Wednesday 
from 2-3 p.m. at the library, 235 E. 

Gladys Ave., Hermiston. Volunteer 
Deborah George will lead the 
program, which features stories and 
activities.

For more information, call 
541-567-2882.

Democrats invited  
to unite in Hermiston

HERMISTON — Members of the 
Democratic Party are invited to meet 
with others to discuss relevant issues 
and candidates.

Living Blue in Hermiston 
Democratic Party meets the third 
Sunday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 
at Desert Lanes, 1545 N. First 
St., Hermiston. Those interested 
in purchasing no-host snacks are 
encouraged to arrive early. In addition, 
the meetings are family-friendly 
gatherings.

For more information, call Bernie 
Sanderson at 541-626-9189 or Yvonne 
Griffin at 541-567-1072.

BRIEFLY
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CRAFTERNOONS, 4:15 p.m., 

Pendleton Public Library, 502 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Drop in for 
a group or individual craft project. All 
ages. (541-966-0380)

PENDLETON EAGLES TA-
COS AND BINGO, 6 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main 
St., Pendleton. Regular packet $10, 
special packet $5. Proceeds do-
nated to local charities. Public wel-
come. (541-278-2828)

PENDLETON KNITTING 
GROUP, 6 p.m., Prodigal Son 
Brewery & Pub, 230 S.E. Court 
Ave., Pendleton. (541-966-0380)

STORY AND CRAFT TIME, 
6:30 p.m., Milton-Freewater Pub-
lic Library, 8 S.W. Eighth Ave., 
Milton-Freewater. For elementary 
school-age children. (541-938-8247)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14
WALKING FOR WELLNESS, 

8:30-9:30 a.m., Pendleton Recre-
ation Center gymnasium, 510 S.W. 
Dorion Ave., Pendleton. Good mu-
sic, new friends and indoor walking 
for health. Free. (541-276-8100)

BABY & ME LEARN & PLAY, 
10-10:45 a.m., Hermiston Public Li-
brary back entrance, 235 E. Gladys 
Ave., Hermiston. Engaging children 
and getting them excited about 

music, improving motor skills and 
sparking creativity while supporting 
early literacy development. For chil-
dren ages newborn to 4 years and 
parent/guardian. (541-567-2882)

WE SUPPORT OUR CHIL-
DREN STUDENT EVENT, 10 
a.m., Hermiston High School, 600 
S. First St., Hermiston. Hermiston 
High School students will walk out 
of classes and remain outside for 17 
minutes. Positive signs and silence 
only. No parking in school parking 
lots. Everyone welcome to attend. 
(Bernie Sanderson 541-626-9189)

STORY TIME, 11:15 a.m., 
Hermiston Public Library, 235 E. 
Gladys Ave., Hermiston. (541-567-
2882)

ADVENTURE TIME STORY 
TIME, 2-3 p.m., Hermiston Public 
Library, 235 E. Gladys Ave., Herm-
iston. Stories and activities for de-
velopmentally disabled children and 
adults. Free. (541-567-2882)

ART ROCKS TEENS: STAGE 
MAKEUP, 3:30-5 p.m., Pendleton 
Center for the Arts, 214 N. Main St., 
Pendleton. Free class for teens to 
learn some of the basics of design-
ing and applying stage makeup, 
from age transformation to faux 
injuries and disguises. Five con-
secutive sessions. (Kaisa Hil 541-
278-9201)
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A&E C2 P. Wars P. Wars P. Wars P. Wars P. Wars P. Wars The First 48 The First 48 After the First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Undercover (N) :05 The First 48 

AMC 60 <+++ Gangs of New York <+++ The Departed (‘06, Thril) Matt Damon, Leonardo DiCaprio. <+++ A Few Good Men (‘92, Dra) Tom Cruise. <+++ Young Guns (‘88, West) Emilio Estevez. <++ Young Guns II 

ANPL 24 Pit Bull Parolees Pit Bull Parolees Tanked! Treehouse Lost Islands (N) Lost Islands River Monsters Mystery of the Monsoon Africa-Rivers "Shaping the Earth" Life After: Ch. 

CMT 43 Mom Mom Mom Mom Mom Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <+++ Beverly Hills Cop Eddie Murphy. <+++ Beverly Hills Cop Eddie Murphy. Broken Skull Ch. Pickler & Ben 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Fast Money Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank in the Game (N) Shark Tank Shark Tank Back in the Game Paid Program 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The Situation The Situation OutFront A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 CNN Tonight CNN Tonight CNN Newsroom CNN Newsroom 

DISC C1 White Water White Water White Water White Water White Water Moonshiners Moonshiners Moonshiners Moonshiners:Cuts Moonshiners Moonshiners :05 Moonshiners 

DISN 26 Mouse Elena Stuffins Sofia1st Bunk'd Bunk'd Jessie Jessie StuckM. StuckM. Bizaard. Bizaard. Jessie Jessie Bunk'd Bunk'd Bunk'd Bunk'd StuckM. StuckM. Gravity Gravity StuckM. Bizaard. 

ESPN 33 NBA: The Jump (L) SportsN Highly? Horn (N) Interrupt Tour. Chal. (L) NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 Tournament Challenge (N) Tournament Challenge (L) SportsCenter (N) NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) NCAA Basketball NIT Tournament (L) E:60 (N) NBA Basketball 

FNC 66 Shepard Smith Your World The Five Special Report The Story Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle 

FOOD 61 Southern Southern Pioneer Pioneer Chopped Junior Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped Chopped (N) Chopped 

FREE 32 Gilmore Girls Reba Reba Reba Reba Middle Middle Middle Middle Middle <++ Hitch (‘05, Com) Eva Mendes, Will Smith. The Fosters (N) The Fosters (N) Grown Grown The 700 Club 

FX 6C Mother Mother Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. <+++ Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation Tom Cruise. <+++ The Avengers (‘12, Act) Robert Downey Jr.. Baskets Baskets Baskets Movie 

GOLF 88 Arnie Arnie Golf "News Conference" (N) Golf Central (N) School SkillCo. Arnie Arnie Arnie Arnie and Me Golf Central Arnie and Me PGA Tour Learn 

GSN 76 Million? Million? The Chase Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud Feud CashCb CashCb Feud Feud Reaction Reaction Baggage Baggage 

HALL 87 Home and Family < Summer Villa Hilarie Burton. < Romantically Speaking F.House F.House F.House F.House F.House F.House Middle Middle Middle Middle G. Girls G. Girls 

HGTV 62 Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper (N) H.Hunt House H.Hunt House 

HIST C0 Count. Count. Curse "Betrayal" Forged in Fire Forged "Khanda" Forged in Fire Forged in Fire Curse Oak Island Oak Island (N) Drilling Down (N) Forged in Fire (N) :05 Curse (N) :05 Forged in Fire 

LIFE 29 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Grey's Anatomy Married1stSight Love Unlocked (N) Married (N) Married :35 Married Married 

NICK 27 Thomas Top Wing PAW Machines PAW PAW Sponge Sponge Sponge Loud H. Loud H. Loud H. Loud H. H.Danger H.Danger Sponge <++ Shaun the Sheep: The Movie F.House F.House Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 Paid Paid MLB Baseball Spring Training Seattle vs Colorado (L) Dan Patrick (N) Shape SnowM Spot. In Depth MLB Baseball Spring Training Seattle vs Colorado DFL Soccer Frankfurt vs Dortmund 

SPIKE 42 Cops <++ Clash of the Titans Sam Worthington. 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men 2½Men Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Ink Master (N) To Be Announced 

SYFY 67 < #FollowFriday < Dragon Blade Adrien Brody. :45 <+++ The Rundown :45 <+++ Predators (‘10, Sci-Fi) Adrien Brody. Futur. Futur. Futur. Futur. Futur. Futur. Futur. Futur. 

TBS C9 Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Fam.Guy Fam.Guy BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang Detour Conan (N) 

TCM C6 <++++ Love in the Afternoon <++ Conspirator <++ The Big Hangover < Father of the Bride :45 < Father's Little Divi... :15 < Love Is Better Than ... :45 < The Girl Who Had ... < The Last Time... 

TLC 49 Hoarding Hoarding My 600-lb Life "Karina's Story" Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Wedding SOS My Big Life Big Fat Fabulous Counting On SeekSisterWife Big Fat Fabulous 

TNT C7 Supernatural Supernatural Bones Bones <++ Fool's Gold <++ Vacation (‘15, Com) Ed Helms. <++ Get Hard (‘15, Com) Will Ferrell. :15 <++ The Hangover Part II 

UNI 21 Notic. Hoy Hoy Como dice dicho Simplemente El gordo y la flaca Primer impacto P. Luche Notic. Rosa Guadalupe El Rico y Lazaro Papa a Toda Por Amar Sin Ley Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 SVU "Protection" SVU "Prodigy" SVU "Counterfeit" SVU "Popular" SVU "Surveillance" SVU "Guilt" SVU "Justice" Law&Order: SVU WWE Super Smackdown Unsolved (N) :05 SVU "Savant" 

WE 118 Law & Order LawOrder "Coma" Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law&O. "Virtue" Law & Order Law & Order Law & Order Law&O. "Progeny" 

WGN  In Heat of Night Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Blue Bloods Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Cops Bellevue (N) Messenger Cops Cops Bellevue Elementary 
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HBO C18 < Fast & Furious :15 < Incarnate LastWk :10 <+ I Love You, Beth Cooper < Notes From the Field Bill Maher News <+++ Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince :35 Here and Now Movie 

HBO2 C20 Movie :40 < Scott Pilgrim vs. the World :35 <++ Good Hair Eve. :15 < Mechanic: Resurrection :55 < John Wick: Chapter 2 Bill Maher Last Wk <+ Live by Night Ben Affleck. LastWk 

HBO3 C21 Banksy New York :55 <+++ Shopgirl :45 <++ The Box Cameron Diaz. :45 <++ Hereafter (‘10, Dra) Matt Damon. :55 < Warcraft Travis Fimmel. <++++ Wonder Woman (‘17, Act) Gal Gadot. Movie 

MAX C49 < The Fabulous Baker Boys :25 <++ Sleepers (‘96, Thril) Brad Pitt. :55 <+++ Dolores Claiborne :10 <++ The Human Stain <++ The Best Man Taye Diggs. :05 < Almost Christmas

SHOW C78 :20 <++ Cold Mountain (‘03, Rom) Nicole Kidman. :55 < Band Aid <++ The Stepford Wives :05 < Wakefield Brian Cranston. Shameless Homeland The Chi Cartoon Movie 

STARZ 621 :55  McLaren Counterpart :25 < Big Momma's House :10 <++ The Marine :40 Counterpart :40 <+++ Finding Forrester Sean Connery. Counterpart :55 <++ Shaft Movie 

STZENC 644 <++ Shallow Hal :55 <+++ The Usual Suspects :45 <+++ Flashdance :20 <+++ Top Gun Tom Cruise. :15 < Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back <++ Save the Last Dance Julia Stiles. :55 < Shallow Hal 
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