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Democrat on the road to oust Walden

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Jamie ~ McLeod-Skinner
hauls her dog and a teardrop
trailer across Eastern Oregon
in her bid win the Democratic
Party nomination for the 2nd
District Congressional District
and the right to face Greg
Walden in November.

Thursday she was in
Canyon City and Friday in
Pendleton. Tuesday she will
be in The Dalles for the Wasco
County Democrats monthly
meeting. She said she spent
nine months of the campaign
with her ear to the ground,
talking to locals across the
seventh-largest congressional
district in the country.

“I"'m a big advocate of local
wisdom,” she said, while also
a fan of data and information
to inform policy decisions.

Issues vary from one end
of the district to the other,
she said, but housing, health
care and net neutrality are
common issues. She said
she wants to see broadband
access in rural areas, incen-
tives for renewable energy
development and  social
infrastructure to address the
opioid addiction crisis.

The district has plenty of
differences, but McLeod-
Skinner said she sees a strong
sense of unity throughout.

“The thing that cuts across
the board is we all care about
out families,” she said. “We
care about our communities.”

McLeod-Skinner ~ grad-
uated high school in 1985
in southern Oregon, earned
a degree in water law from
the University of Oregon
and said she is a lifelong
Democrat. The  former
city manager for Phoenix,
Oregon, McLeod-Skinner
now lives with her wife in
Terrebonne in Jefferson
County. She said her wife’s
family has ranched in Jordan
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Jamie McLeod-Skinner and her dog hit the road to campaign around Oregon’s
2nd District. The Terrebonne resident and former city manager of Phoenix, Oregon,
describes herself as a “rural Democrat.”

Valley in the southeastern
corner of the state for 100

years.
She calls herself a “rural
Democrat.” She said the

Democratic Party has focused
too much on the urban areas
while Republicans have been
beholden to corporations.
Both leave out rural residents.
Government also can’t step in
and take on a problem on its
own, she said, there needs to
be partnerships and local solu-
tions. And while she supports
polices to keep water clean,
for example, the implementa-
tion matters.

“We need to make it easier
for folks to have their liveli-
hood work,” she said.

She also said voters see
incumbent Rep. Greg Walden
has shifted his focus from the
district.

“The issues that are really
impacting people’s living, he
is not stepping up,” she said.

Walden, a Republican from

Hood River, has been in office
since 1999 and has more than
$3 million cash on hand,
according to opensecrets.
org, which tracks campaign
finances. = McLeod-Skinner
said to counter that she has a
large team of dedicated volun-
teers. She also is putting in
time and miles in the district.

God, guns and guts matter
out here, and guts is maybe
where challengers can carve
into Walden.

Constituents have slammed
the representative for skipping
on public appearances, partic-
ularly in the wake of prom-
ising last year not to support
health care legislation that cut
pre-exisiting conditions, only
to vote for the Republican
plan to do just that in repealing
the Affordable Care Act.

Voters want to see leaders
held accountable, McLeod-
Skinner said, and to see their
elected representatives take
a stand against divisiveness,

such as when President
Donald Trump demeans or
criticizes some groups.

“We don’t have that kind of
leadership from our represen-
tative,” she said.

McLeod-Skinner is going
up again six Democrats for
the nomination. The field
consists of: Michael Byrne,
stonemason from Parkdale;
Jim Crary, retired attorney
and oil company executive
from Ashland; Eric Burnette,
mariner from Hood River;
Jennifer Neahrin, physician
from Bend; Tim White,
former automotive  chief
financial officer from Bend;
and Raz Mason, a hospital
chaplain from The Dalles.

McLeod-Skinner and
several of the Dems are
coming for candidate forums
March 22 in La Grande and
March 23, 6-8 p.m., at the Bob
Clapp Theatre, Blue Mountain
Community College, Pend-
leton.

Elgin trapper gets probation after killing wolf

ELGIN — David Sanders
Jr. of Elgin will serve two
years probation and pay
$7,500 after shooting a gray
wolf he illegally trapped.

Sanders, 58, pleaded
guilty on Feb. 26 in Union
County Circuit Court, La
Grande, to a misdemeanor of
using unbranded traps to take
wildlife. The state dismissed
one count of taking a special
status game mammal in

exchange for Sanders’ plea.
The parties agreed to a
sentence of probation, the
fine, 100 hours of community
service and the suspension of
Sanders’  hunting/trapping
license for three years.
Oregon State  Police
reported  the  shooting
occurred in December west
of Elgin in the Umatilla
National ~ Forest.  Union
County District Attorney

Kelsie McDaniel in a written
statement reported this was

illegal trapping and not wolf

poaching because Sanders
“was not out to illegally take
a wolf but instead made a
poor decision with respect
to his trapping operation.”

If Sanders reported the wolf

in his trap when he found
it, she continued, the state
would not have filed criminal
charges.

Hermiston police arrest man for indecent exposure

HERMISTON — Herm-
iston Police arrested a man
Thursday, and an investiga-
tion is pending on indecent
exposure at North First
Street.

Officers arrested Jeffery
Hawkins, 58, of Hermiston,
on a warrant for failure to
appear. Hawkins claimed he
was not exposing himself,
but urinating in public, which
Hermiston police chief Jason
Edmiston said is also a
citable offense.

Hawkins has been arrested
several times in Umatilla and
Morrow counties.

On Wednesday, Umatilla
School District also reported
that a male in a van had
exposed himself to a student,
and as of Friday morning the
school district said no suspect

had been found.
Edmiston  could not
say whether Hawkins was

involved in the Umatilla
incident, but said he was not
associated with a van.
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McKay Creek Estates

Is Mom a

little more

forgetful
lately?

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate PI.
Pendleton, OR 97801

To schedule your cognitive screening today, please call (541) 704-7146.

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

FREE Cognitive
Screening

There are many early warning signs of a
potential memory disorder, such as Alzheimer’s
disease. That's why we're offering a FREE

and CONFIDENTIAL cognitive screening. We
encourage anyone who is concerned about
cognitive decline to take this short, in-person
screening. The screening is administered by a
qualified health care professional.

www.PrestigeCare.com

Sanders had a previous
violation for unbranded
trapping in Baker County in
2016.

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

If you see police
showing up to a Hermiston
school in tactical gear, it
may be nothing more than
a false alarm.

Hermiston Police Chief
Jason Edmiston announced
Friday that from now on,
available on-duty and patrol
officers will be responding
to any local school, public
or private, that has an unex-
pected fire alarm go off.

He said he’s aware that
people driving by may be
alarmed to see multiple
officers arriving at a school
and donning protective
helmets, vests and rifles.
But past school shooters
— including the recent
high school shooting in
Parkland, Florida — have
pulled fire alarms as a
way to draw more people
into the hallways, and the
new policy could cause
the move to backfire on
someone intending to harm
students by bringing law
enforcement to the school
before the first 9-1-1 call.

“Our focus is the safety
of the students,” Edmiston
said.

The downside is from
time to time local schools
do have false alarms, either
accidentally or as a result of
a student purposely pulling
an alarm when there is no
fire. Hermiston schools
are well-equipped with
cameras, Edmiston said,
and if a student pulls an
alarm on purpose because
they think it is funny they
could be charged with
disorderly conduct.

“It’s like yelling fire in
a movie theater or yelling
bomb on a plane,” he said.
“There’s some things you
just don’t do.”

Whether it’s a false
alarm or not, the public can
help by treating the appear-
ance of police seriously and
not interfering with officers.
If it turns out the fire alarm

HERMISTON
Police to respond

to school fire alarms

was from an actual fire,
police can then help with
traffic and crowd control as
the fire department does its
job.

Edmiston said when law
enforcement arrives at a
school, likely ahead of the
fire trucks, they will not
prevent fire personnel from
entering the building before
police have made contact
with a school administrator
to find out what is going on.
He said he notified Umatilla
County Fire District 1 of
the plan and will have a
sit-down to discuss it in
depth next week.

“I told them, we’re not
going to call a false alarm,
that’s your job,” he said.
“And we’ll try and park out
of the way, let them do their
job.”

Edmiston has also
worked with Hermiston
School District Superin-
tendent Tricia Mooney and
director of operations Brad
Wayland on plans for future
fire alarms. Maria Duron,
communications  officer
for the school district, said
in an email the district
supports the police depart-
ment’s decision to respond
to fire alarm activations.
They also plan to make the
department aware of sched-
uled drills ahead of time.

“Should the fire alarms
go off in our schools
unplanned, we will be
investigating the cause,
staff and students will
follow safety procedures
and we will notify the
public,” she said.

Edmiston said there
has been some concern in
recent years about the “mili-
tarization” of police but the
vests, helmets and rifles that
police will put on over their
regular uniforms would
help protect them and give
them a better chance against
an active shooter.

Contact Jade McDowell
at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 HERMISTONCDJR.COM
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NEW 2018 JEEP
GHEROKEE
LATITUDE 4X4

9 Spd Auto, Sirius Sat Radio,
Cold Weather Grp

SAVE
$6,293 off e
MSRP _”

MSRP $28,190
Combined Factory Rebate..................... -$4,250
Hermiston CDJR Discount..................... -$1,543

2,391

Chrysler Capital Bonus Cash.....-$500°

*21,891

STK#
T2178T

NEW 2017 RAM
1500 TRADESMAN
CREW 4X4

Express Value Pkg, Rear Back-Up
Camera, Anti-SBil? Rear Axle, Tow
g

SAVE
3$10,191 off
MSRP
g

Combined Factory Rebates ..... -$5,250

Hermiston CDJR Discount..................... -$4,441

*39,999

Chrysler Capital gonus Cash.....-$500
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NEW 2017 RAM
3900 TRADESMAN
CREW 4X4

Diesel, 6 Spd Auto Aisin HD Trans,
Chrome Tjk(? Back-Up Rear Camera,
0

nnect3 w/ 5" Display
SAVE
$9,326 off
MSRP

an

$58,625

Combined Factory Rebate..................... -$3,250
Hermiston CDJR Discount..................... -$6,076
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OVER 600 NEW AND USED VEHICLES

2012 TOYOTA
COROLLA

5 Spd, 4 Cyl, 69k Miles

e

& R
10,793

T5894P

-

2014 JEEP PATRIOT
SPORT 4X4

Low Miles, Great Condition

T2458A T2164TA

2012 JEEP
LIBERTY 4X4

Limited, Leather, Low Miles

AR,

11959

2017 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA GT

4 Cyl, Auto, 25k Miles
== N
@ (32X

14,159

T5883P

2016 JEEP
COMPASS 4X4

T5808P

2014 DODGE
CHARGER SE

V6, Auto, 32k Miles
R =

®
*16,999

T5875PA

. i £

T5893P

2012 HYUNDAI

Leather, Loaded!

Q=
*16,971

20195 JEEP
RENEGADE 4X4

Limited, Leather

T5832P

2017 KIA
SPORTAGE LX 4X4

Fully Equipped! Must See!
Bl )

y
T5884P

2013 DODGE
JOURNEY R/T AWD

Leather, 3rd Seat, DVD, Nav, Sunroof

*18,884

T5906P

Leather

T5891P

2017 HONDA
ACCORD SPORT

==
® @
20,671

2011 TOYOTAF
CRUISER 4X4

V6, Auto, 55k Miles

T5887PA

(541) 701-3482

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm | Sun. 11am-5pm
81143 N. Hwy 395, Hermiston, OR

“WE ARE YOU. ROBLEM SALES

& SERVI

DEALER”

*Only one at this price. HURRY! Rebates subject to change without notice. “Must finance with Chrysler Capital
Credit, OAC. All photos are for illustrative purposes only. All prices plus license, title and up to $150 doc fee.
Full VIN ID number available from dealer upon request. Offers expire 3/16/18.




