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Wheat farmers fear impacts of TPP without U.S.

Industry urges Trump

to rejoin trade deal

By MATTHEW WEAVER
EO Media Group

Mike Carstensen and his son were
going to purchase some equipment for
their farm this year. Now they re waiting
to see how overseas wheat markets fare
after the Trans-Pacific Partnership is
signed without U.S. involvement.

“All of a sudden, now we’re going
to put everything on hold,” said
Carstensen, a Lincoln County, Wash.,
wheat farmer and board member of the
Washington Grain Commission. “We’re
going to try to hunker in and see what
happens.”

Farmers and the rest of the industry
are worried about the ramifications of
the Trans-Pacific Partnership proceeding
without the U.S. The remaining 11
countries — including key Pacific Rim
customers such as Japan — were slated
to sign the agreement March 8 in Chile.

U.S. Wheat Associates, the National
Association of Wheat Growers and 33
organizations representing 19 states
have sent a letter to U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Robert Lighthizer, urging
the Trump administration to prioritize
rejoining the agreement. Trump with-
drew from the deal in January 2017.

TPP will reduce the tariffs Japanese
flour millers pay for imported Austra-
lian and Canadian wheat over nine
years, from about $150 per ton to $85
per ton. Australia and Canada are signa-
tories of TPP. At the same time, tariffs
on imported U.S. wheat would remain
at about $150 per ton, according to the
letter. The organizations say Japanese
millers would reformulate their product
mix to avoid the need to purchase artifi-
cially expensive U.S. wheat.

Japan imports about 3 million metric
tons of U.S. wheat each year, with
an average value of more than $800
million. The organizations estimate the
price disadvantage would force Japan
to reduce wheat purchases to about 1.35
million metric tons, a loss of nearly
$500 million each year.

Dan Wheat/Capital Press File

U.S. wheat farmers are depending on the Trump administration to
re-engage with the Trans-Pacific Partnership to avoid tariff disadvantages
with customers in Japan and elsewhere in the Pacific Rim.

on the market, but they expect it, said
Gary Bailey, a St. John, Wash., wheat
farmer and chairman of the grain
commission.

“It’s farther-reaching than just the
producer,” Bailey said. “The equipment
dealers, input suppliers, on down the
line — it could have quite an effect on
them.”

“Anybody that raises wheat is going
to be impacted in the entire country,”
said Darren Padget, a Grass Valley
farmer and incoming U.S. Wheat secre-
tary-treasurer. “Everybody’s going to
get hit by this.”

Padget said he’s “saddened” that
farmers spent 60 to 70 years working to
establish the Asian market.

“I hate to see that all thrown down
the drain,” he said.

Customers in Japan know that wheat
farmers were against dropping out of the
TPP, Padget said.

“But we have two governments in
between that obviously have to negotiate
this out,” he said. “I was really, really
hoping there was something going on
behind the scenes that I wasn’t (privy)
to. I still hope there’s something going
on, but every day, I lose a little bit of

“A lot of Montana supported Pres-
ident Trump, and so we’re hoping he
will do the right thing here and re-en-
gage with TPP once again,” said Alan
Klempel, a wheat farmer in Bloomfield,
Mont.

Klempel estimates wheat prices could
drop 50 to 60 cents a bushel without the
U.S. involved in TPP. The drop would
come on top of low yields and a severe
drought last year in Montana, he said.

“For producers in our area, that could
be devastating,” he said.

Farmers are already trying to get
the lowest cost of production possible,
Carstensen, the Washington farmer,
said.

Older farmers with equity can
weather a storm, he said. He’s worried
about younger farmers, like his son,
who hopes to take over the operation.

“In the short term, sure, we’re going
to feel it,” he said. “But in the longer
term, I think it’ll hurt us even worse.”

Padget, the Oregon farmer, likens the
situation to being a frog sitting in a pot
of water slowly reaching a boil.

“It doesn’t happen all at once, but
pretty soon, ‘Oh my goodness — there’s
a problem here,’” you start feeling it,” he

Bombs found in
Washington beach town

By AMY NILE

EO Media Group
LONG BEACH —
Police are warning people
to watch out for explosives
and strange packages after
two bombs were found in
downtown Long Beach,
Washington, on Monday
afternoon.

“Somebody went to
a lot of trouble to build
these,” Long Beach Police
Officer Jeff Cutting said.
“They were meant to kill
somebody.”

A caller reported a
suspicious bag near the
public restrooms on Third
Street SW at around 4:45
p.m. Cutting found two
bombs that were left in
white, plastic garbage sacks
and removed them from the
area.

At first, he said, he
suspected the bags were
full of stolen property
because he found a nail
gun in one of them. He then
noticed canning jars full of
a maroon gelatin material
and wires under it, so he
asked dispatch to call the
Washington State Patrol

bomb squad.

Cutting moved the
explosives, first to the
police station and then

to the city shop on Sixth
Street NE. The bomb squad
showed up about four hours
later, he said.

Technicians took x-rays
of the bombs. They then
shot the jars with a BB gun
to get the gelatin out so
they could test it, Cutting
said. They found shrapnel,
shotgun shells and rat
poison in the jars.

“The rat poison goes into
your body with the shrapnel

and kills you,” Police Chief
Flint Wright said. “It’s
absolutely terrifying to me.
You bleed out from the
inside.”

The  bomb  squad
consulted with the FBI and
the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives, Cutting said.
They then dug a 4-foot-
deep hole in a swampy area
behind the city shop and
buried the bombs. They
blew them up around 12:30
a.m.

“It woke a lot of people
up,” Long Beach Adminis-
trator David Glasson said
after the early-morning
blast on Tuesday.

Now, police are looking
for tips that could help lead
them to a suspect. Anyone
with information can call
360-642-3416.

Flint is hoping FBI or
ATF will assist with the
investigation. He  said
the bomb squad will also
provide the city with a
more detailed report once
samples return that were
sent to the state crime lab
for analysis.

The Pacific County
Sherift’s Office is investi-
gating a man in Seaview
who called 911 several
times on Saturday, threat-
ening to “shoot the place
up and bomb everybody.”
He would not give specifics
on who he wanted to hurt
or exactly where he was,
according to dispatch.

Chief Criminal Deputy
Pat Matlock said the man
has made a number of
threats in the past.

“We’ve just had an
extensive  history  with
him,” 911 director Tim
Martindale Jr. said.

Farmers haven’t yet seen an impact faith, I hate to say it.” said.
Linfield College laboratory. Ryan Bundy to run Republican Gov. Brian Sandoval a 2014 standoff in Nevada over a

receives $6 million gift
for wine program

from local winery founders Grace
and Ken Evenstad is the largest

The college says the donation for Nevada governor

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A leader

rights.

would properly protect states’

The 45-year-old son of Cliven

roundup of Bundy cattle.

The brothers also were acquitted

in support of wine studies in

Bundy says he intends to file

after leading a 2016 takeover of a

national wildlife refuge in Oregon.

MCMINNVILLE (AP) —
Linfield College has received a
large gift to help expand its wine
studies program.

The college based in Oregon’s
wine country says the $6 million
donation announced Thursday will
create an endowed faculty position
and fund the construction of a wine

Oregon history. It’s also one of the
largest gifts ever received by the
McMinnville-based college.

wine studies minor, along with
certificates in wine marketing and
management, and is developing a
wine studies major.

Linfield currently offers a

of two high-profile armed standoffs
with U.S. agents whose Bundy
ranching family has decried federal
ownership of public land says he’ll
mount an independent campaign
for Nevada governor.

Ryan Bundy said Thursday that
he doesn’t think other candidates
running to replace term-limited

candidacy papers next Wednesday
in Las Vegas and embark on a
statewide speaking tour.

Ryan Bundy has won criminal
cases over armed confrontations
in two states. U.S. charges were
dropped in January against him, his
father and his brother Ammon in
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