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Roles reduced, 
Kushner and 
Ivanka Trump’s 
fate uncertain

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— They spent their first 
year in Washington as an 
untouchable White House 
power couple, commanding 
expansive portfolios, 
outlasting rivals and 
enjoying unmatched access 
to the president. But Jared 
Kushner and Ivanka Trump 
have undergone a stunning 
reckoning of late, their 
powers restricted, enemies 
emboldened and their future 
in the West Wing uncertain.

Kushner, long the 
second-most powerful 
man in the West Wing, 
is under siege. President 
Donald Trump’s son-in-law 
has lost influential White 
House allies. He remains 
under the shadow of the 
Russia probe and has seen 
his business dealings come 
under renewed scrutiny. 
He has been stripped of 
his top security clearance, 
raising questions how he 
can successfully advance 
his ambitious agenda — 
including achieving Mideast 
peace, a goal that has eluded 
presidents for generations.

Kushner’s most powerful 
patron, the president himself, 
has wavered recently on 
whether his daughter and 
son-in-law belong in the 
White House anymore.

A frustrated Trump has 
griped about the wave of 
bad headlines generated 
by probes into Kushner’s 
business dealings and 
the status of his security 
clearance, according to two 
people familiar with the 
president’s thinking.

Miss. Sen. Thad 
Cochran resigning

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) 
— Longtime Republican 
Sen. Thad Cochran of 
Mississippi said Monday he 
will resign because of health 
problems — triggering what 
could be a chaotic special 
election to fill the seat he has 
held for a generation.

Cochran, who turned 80 

in December and has been 
in poor health, has been a 
sporadic presence on Capitol 
Hill in recent months. He 
stayed home for a month last 
fall, returning to Washington 
in October to give 
Republicans the majority 
they needed to pass a budget 
plan. He has since kept a 
low profile and an aide ever 
present at his side.

Cochran said his 
resignation is effective April 
1, allowing Republican 
Gov. Phil Bryant to appoint 
a temporary replacement to 
fill the seat until a special 
election Nov. 6. The winner 
would serve until the end of 
Cochran’s term in 2021.

British media say 
former Russian 
spy in critical 
condition

SALISBURY, England 
(AP) — British media 
reported Monday that a 
former Russian spy was 
in critical condition after 
coming into contact with 
an “unknown substance,” a 
case that immediately drew 
parallels to the poisoning 
of former Russian agent 
Alexander Litvinenko.

National and local 
authorities said only that 
a man and a woman were 
found unconscious Sunday 
afternoon on a bench in a 
shopping mall in Salisbury, 
an English city about 90 
miles west of London.

British media identified 
him as Sergei Skripal, 66, 
who was convicted in Russia 
on charges of spying for 
Britain and sentenced in 
2006 to 13 years in prison. 
Skripal was freed in 2010 as 
part of a U.S.-Russian spy 
swap.

Wiltshire Police gave the 
approximate ages of the pair 
and said they “did not have 
any visible injuries.”

The discovery of the two 
people led to a dramatic 
decontamination effort. 
Crews in billowing yellow 
moon suits worked into the 
night spraying down the 
street, and the Salisbury 
hospital’s emergency room 
was closed.

BRIEFLY

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Ten years after a financial 
crisis rocked the nation’s 
economy, the Senate is 
poised to pass legislation 
that would roll back some 
of the safeguards Congress 
put into place to prevent a 
relapse.

The move to alter some 
key aspects of the Dodd-
Frank law has overwhelming 
Republican support and 
enough Democratic backing 
that it’s expected to gain the 
60 votes necessary to clear 
the Senate.

Several Democratic 
lawmakers facing tough 
re-election races this year 
have broken ranks with 
Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y. and Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass.

The legislation would 
increase the threshold at 
which banks are considered 
too big to fail. Such banks 
are subject to stricter capital 
and planning requirements, 

and lawmakers are intent 
on providing them relief 
in hopes that it will boost 
lending and the economy.

Banks have long 
complained about the cost 
of complying with the many 
requirements of Dodd-
Frank.  Under the Senate 
bill, some of the nation’s 
biggest banks would no 

longer have to undergo an 
annual stress test conducted 
by the Federal Reserve. 
The test assesses whether 
a bank has enough capital 
to survive an economic 
shock and continue lending. 
Dozens of banks would also 
be exempted from making 
plans called “living wills” 
that spell out how the bank 

will sell off assets or be 
liquidated in a way that 
won’t create chaos in the 
financial system.

The legislation increases 
from $50 billion to $250 
billion the threshold at which 
banks are considered critical 
to the system. The change 
would ease regulations on 
more than two dozen finan-
cial companies, including 
BB&T Corp., Sun Trust 
Banks Inc. and American 
Express.

Opponents of the bill 
argue that the same banks 
getting regulatory relief 
through the Senate bill also 
got about $50 billion in 
taxpayer-funded bailouts 
during the financial crisis. 

The Senate bill emerged 
from lengthy negotiations 
between Sen. Mike Crapo, 
the Republican chairman of 
the Senate Committee on 
Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs, and Democratic 
members on the committee. 

Senate to ease Dodd-Frank rules for most banks
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In this Jan. 30 photo, Senate Banking Committee 
Chairman Sen. Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, second from 
left, arrives with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, 
right, at Capitol Hill in Washington.

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a 
remarkably public confrontation, 
House Speaker Paul Ryan and other 
Republican allies of President Donald 
Trump pleaded with him Monday to 
back away from his threatened inter-
national tariffs, which they fear could 
spark a dangerous trade war. Trump 
retorted: “We’re not backing down.”

The president said U.S. neighbors 
Canada and Mexico would not be 
spared from his plans for special 
import taxes on steel and aluminum, 
but he held out the possibility of later 
exempting the longstanding friends if 
they agree to better terms for the U.S. 
in talks aimed at revising the North 
American Free Trade Agreement.

Trump spoke shortly after a spokes-
woman for Ryan, a Trump ally, said the 
GOP leader was “extremely worried” 
that the proposed tariffs would set off 
a trade war and urged the White House 
“to not advance with this plan.”

Likewise, Republican leaders of the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
circulated a letter opposing Trump’s 
plan, and GOP congressional leaders 
suggested they may attempt to prevent 
the tariffs if the president moves 
forward.

Trump’s pledge to implement tariffs 
of 25 percent on steel imports and 10 

percent on aluminum imports has roiled 
financial markets, angered foreign 
allies and created unusual alliances for 
a president who blasted unfavorable 
trade deals during his 2016 campaign. 
Union leaders and Democratic 
lawmakers from Rust Belt states have 
praised the planned tariffs, joining with 
advocates within the administration 

including Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross.

But the president has been opposed 
internally by Defense Secretary James 
Mattis and White House economic 
adviser Gary Cohn, who warned against 
penalizing U.S. allies and undercutting 
the economic benefits of the president’s 
sweeping tax overhaul.

Trump, Ryan face off in rare clash over tariffs

AP Photo/Evan Vucci

President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu in the Oval Office on Monday.
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