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“Credit for time served as 
a remedy is meaningless in 
the case of an acquittal,” she 
states. 

Davis also explains the 
district attorney declined to 
hold a bail hearing to show a 
judge the proof is evident or 
the presumption strong that 
Houfmuse killed Cragun. 
Oregon’s constitution, she 
argues, mandates the court to 
set reasonable bail.

Houfmuse is claiming self 
defense. Davis in court docu-
ments asserts Cragun was 
violent, violated restraining 
orders not to contact his 
ex-girlfriend and sent her 
text messages using a racial 
slur to refer to Houfmuse, 
an African-American, and 
stated “I’m going to kill him 
then myself.”

Houfmuse was aware 
of the threats when they 
fought, according to Davis, 
and Cragun had the gun and 
charged Houfmuse. Cragun, 
however, died from a gunshot 
wound.

“You’re allowed to use 
lethal force anytime someone 
is trying to commit a serious 
personal felony against you 
and as long as it’s reason-
able,” Davis said.

After filing her documents 
with the court, Davis said, she 
received a crime lab report 
ruling Houfmuse’s DNA on 
the gun was “inconclusive.” 
Cragun’s DNA, however, 
was on the gun. Still, she 
said, she did not understand 
how her client’s DNA would 
make a difference in the 
state’s trial tactics. 

“This is a self defense 
case,” she said. “Why would 
you need his DNA on the 
gun?”

District Attorney Dan 
Primus did not immedi-
ately return a call seeking 
comment, but in its request 
his office said testing won’t 
be done in time for an April 
trial.

“The state just received a 
new report from the Oregon 
State Crime Lab, which will 
affect how this case will be 
tried, and, additionally, there 
are still tests being done by 
the crime lab,” according to 
the request. “We have been 
told that there is no way these 
tests can be completed by the 
trial date as currently set.”

Davis said she does not 
know of any new evidence. 

“All the evidence the 
state has is evidence that 
would have been seized at 
the time of the shooting or 
shortly thereafter,” she said 
in an interview with the East 
Oregonian.

In her motion, Davis 
wrote: “Because the state’s 
case is weak at best and 
because the Oregon State 
Police Crime Lab’s own 
tests further weaken the 
case against Mr. Houfmuse, 
Defense asks for his release 
or at least a significant reduc-
tion in bail.”

Davis also filed motions 
asking the court to hold 
a separate trial for the 
manslaughter charge, 
suppress evidence from a 
police search and not allow 
statements Houfmuse made 
after he told police he should 
probably talk to a lawyer. 

The state has until March 
to respond.

TRIAL: No 
bail hearing
Continued from 1A

Lost Valley Farm will 
suffer enormous damages, 
which it estimates to be 
$30 million,” according to 
a court document. “And 
it will be required to lay 
off virtually all of its 70 
employees, which will have 
a significant impact on the 
small agricultural commu-
nity of Boardman.”

In a written declaration, 
Travis Love, the dairy’s 
manager, said he disagreed 
with ODA that the facility 
has violated its CAFO 
permit.

The dairy has reduced 
wastewater production 
“significantly” since late 
2017, has installed an 
effluent pump and pipe-
line to move wastewater 
directly to farm fields and is 
maintaining proper lagoon 
capacity, among other 
measures, Love said.

Love alleged that ODA’s 
approach to inspections and 
penalties for Lost Valley 
Farm “is much more strin-
gent than at other dairies in 

Oregon.”
Multnomah County 

Circuit Court Judge Stephen 
Bushong partially granted 
the ODA’s motion for a 
temporary restraining order 
on Feb. 23.

The judge has ordered 
the facility to comply with 
all the requirements of its 
CAFO permit but did not 
prohibit the dairy from 
generating wastewater.

However, te Velde must 
appear in court on March 16 
to “show cause” why further 
wastewater production 
should not be shut down.

Elizabeth Howard, an 
attorney for the defendant, 
said the dairy is working 
with ODA to resolve the 
agency’s outstanding 

concerns.
Wym Matthews, 

manager of ODA’s CAFO 
program, said the agency 
will be monitoring Lost 
Valley Farm to ensure the 
dairy is complying with the 
judge’s order.

It’s not common for the 
agency to seek injunctive 
relief against a dairy, he 
said.

The litigation was 
initiated after ODA notified 
the dairy of non-compli-
ance problems and took 
administrative action over 
violations, said Bruce 
Pokarney, the agency’s 
communication director.

“This is our next step in 
our progressive compliance 
approach,” he said.

DAIRY: Judge orders compliance
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the 2022-2023 fiscal year. 
Corbett has said the ideal 
beginning fund balance is $4 
million. 

But Councilor Dale 
Primmer argued that the 
council needed to make a 
good faith effort toward 
improving street funding. 
Primmer said roads was the 
top topic discussed during 
every community meeting 
he’s attended. 

“I think it would be a 
mistake if we take this and 
stick it in some nebulous 
place that is not visible,” he 
said. 

While the council reached 
a consensus and directed 
Corbett to explore sending 
marijuana money toward 

streets, Turner warned that 
the longterm future of the 
city’s revenue from cannabis 
was still up int he air, 
especially after Pendleton’s 
revenue figures went public. 

“I suspect that as the cities 
around Eastern Oregon see 
how much money Pendleton 
is bringing in through mari-

juana tax revenues, they may 
want to change their mind 
on whether or not they want 
allow retail sales to their 
own citizens,” he said. “Who 
knows? If that happens, I 
think that would cause our 
revenues to go down and not 
go up, but that has yet to be 
determined.”
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A sign warning of a bump stands in front of a large 
pothole that has been filled with gravel Tuesday on 
Westgate in Pendleton.
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