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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— White House commu-
nications director Hope 
Hicks, one of President 
Donald Trump’s most 
trusted and longest-serving 
aides, abruptly announced 
her resignation Wednesday, 
leaving a void around a pres-
ident who values loyalty and 
affirmation.

The departure of Hicks, 
who worked as a one-woman 
communications shop during 
his campaign, came as a 
surprise to most in the White 
House — and cast a pall over 
the West Wing at a trying 
time for the president.

It leaves Trump increas-
ingly without support of 
the familiar aides who 
surrounded him during his 
campaign, and marks the 
latest in a string of high-level 
departures in the administra-
tion’s second year.

Hicks, 29, had a seem-
ingly untouchable role in the 
West Wing, often viewed 
more as a surrogate daughter 
than a staffer. Perhaps most 
importantly, she served as 
Trump’s glamorous shield 
and validator, always ready 
to provide “Mr. Trump” 
with a smiling dose of 
positive reinforcement, and 
controlling reporters’ access. 
She was the fourth person to 
occupy the position since the 
president was sworn in, as 

the Trump White House has 
set modern records for staff 
turnover.

In a statement, Trump 
praised Hicks for her work 
over the last three years, 
saying he “will miss having 
her by my side.” Hicks 
informed Trump of her 
decision Wednesday, a White 
House official said.

Hicks, who occupied 
the desk closest to the Oval 
Office in the West Wing, has 
been a central participant in 
or witness to nearly every 
milestone and controversy 
of the Trump campaign and 
White House. She began 
her White House tenure 
as director of strategic 
communications — a title 
that only partly captured her 
more expansive role as the 
president’s gatekeeper to the 
press.

The news comes a day 
after Hicks was interviewed 
for nine hours by the House 
panel investigating Russia 
interference in the 2016 
election and contact between 
Trump’s campaign and 
Russia.

Hicks acknowledged to 
a House intelligence panel 
Tuesday that she has occa-
sionally told “white lies” 
for Trump. But she said she 
had not lied about anything 
relevant to the Russia inves-
tigation. 

Hope Hicks to resign 
from White House
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In this Feb. 27 photo, White House Communications 
Director Hope Hicks arrives to meet behind closed 
doors with the House Intelligence Committee, at the 
Capitol in Washington.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Putting 
fellow Republicans in the hot seat, 
President Donald Trump called for 
speedy and substantial changes to the 
nation’s gun laws on Wednesday, crit-
icizing lawmakers in a White House 
meeting for being too fearful of the 
National Rifle Association.

In a freewheeling, televised session 
that stretched for an hour, Trump 
rejected both his party’s incremental 
approach and its legislative strategy 
that has stalled action in Congress. 
Giving hope to Democrats, he said he 
favored a “comprehensive” approach 
to addressing violence like the shooting 
at Florida school earlier this month, 
although he offer no specific details.

Instead, Trump appeared to support 
expanded background checks. He 
endorsed increased school security 
and mental health resources, and he 
reaffirmed his support for raising the 
age to 21 for purchasing some fire-
arms. Trump also mentioned arming 
teachers, and said his administration, 
not Congress, would ban bump-stock 
devices that enable guns to fire like 
automatic weapons.

“We can’t wait and 
play games and nothing 
gets done,” Trump said 
as he opened the session 
with 17 House and Senate 
lawmakers. “We want to 
stop the problems.”

The president has 
previously backed ideas 
popular with Democrats, 
only to back away when faced with 
opposition from his conservative base 
and his GOP allies in Congress. It was 
not clear whether he would continue to 
push for swift and significant changes 
to gun laws, when confronted with the 
inevitable resistance from his party.

Still, the televised discussion 
allowed Trump to play the role of 
potential dealmaker, a favorite for 
the president. Democratic lawmakers 
made a point of appealing to the 
president to use his political power to 
persuade his party to take action.

“It is going to have to be you,” Sen. 
Chris Murphy told Trump.

Trump’s call for stronger back-
ground checks, which are popular 
among Americans, has been resisted by 
Republicans in Congress and the NRA. 
Republicans have instead been leaning 
toward modest legislation designed 
to improve the background system 

already in place. Trump made clear 
he was looking for more and accused 
lawmakers of being “petrified” of the 
gun lobby.

“Hey, I’m the biggest fan of the 
Second Amendment,” Trump said, 

adding that he told NRA 
officials it’s time to act. 
“We have to stop this 
nonsense.”

The White House 
meeting came amid fresh 
public debate over gun 
laws, fueled by student 
survivors of the massacre 
at Florida’s Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School, who 
have been meeting with lawmakers 
on Capitol Hill. The school reopened 
Wednesday for the first time since a 
Valentine’s Day assault killed 17.

Gun legislation has lost momentum 
in Congress as Republican leaders 
showed little interest in pursuing 
stricter gun control laws.

Democrats said they were concerned 
Trump’s interest may fade quickly. 
After the meeting, Murphy, D-Conn., 
told reporters: “The White House has 
to put some meat on the bones. The 
White House has to send a proposal to 
Congress.”

The White House is expected to 
reveal more on the president’s plans 
for school safety this week, though it 
has not announced any plans.

That announcement will likely 
include goals for background checks 
and bump stocks, though whether 

age restrictions will be specifically 
addressed remains unclear, according 
to an administration official who 
sought anonymity to discuss private 
conversations.

Trump rejected the way Republican 
leaders in Congress have framed the 
debate, saying the House-backed bill 
linking a background check measure 
with a bill to expand gun rights by 
allowing gun owners to carry concealed 
weapons across state lines was not 
the right approach. The concealed 
carry measure is the gun lobby’s top 
legislative priority. But “you’ll never 
get it passed,” Trump told lawmakers, 
reminding them that Democratic 
senators, including some in the room, 
strongly oppose it.

Instead, he suggested Republicans 
should focus on the background check 
bill, then load it up with other gun 
control and safety measures.

Among those at the White House 
Wednesday were Sens. Pat Toomey, 
R-Pa., and Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., 
who are pushing their bill — which 
failed twice in the Senate after the 
2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting — to broaden background 
checks to include pre-purchase reviews 
at online and gun show sales.

Trump asked Toomey if his plan to 
expand background checks included 
raising the minimum age for young 
people to buy an assault weapon. 
Toomey told the president it did not.

“You know why,” Trump scoffed. 
“Because you’re afraid of the NRA.”

Trump puts GOP in the  
hot seat on guns — for now

AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

President Donald Trump pauses during a meeting in the Cabinet Room 
of the White House Wednesday to discuss school safety.

“You’re afraid 
of the NRA.”

— President  
Donald Trump, 

To Republican  
U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey
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