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By KATHY ANEY

East Oregonian

Last year, measles broke 

out in a Somali-American 

community in Minneapolis. 

When the dust settled, 

Minnesota had notched 

79 cases of measles — the 

state’s largest outbreak in 30 

years. 
Twenty-one people, 

mostly children, were hospi-

talized. According to local 

media reports, fears that 

the measles-mumps-rubella 

(MMR) vaccine caused 

autism drove the slump in 

vaccinations from 92 to 42 

percent in the community 

over 10 years as parents got 

exemptions for their kids. 

Such outbreaks are 

examples of waning herd 

immunity, said Umatilla 

County Public Health 

Administrator Jim Setzer. 

When the majority of a 

group gets vaccinated, a 

virus can’t easily spread 

from person to person and 

unvaccinated people are 

generally protected, but 

herd immunity works only if 

most people get immunized.

Vaccinations are top of 

mind right now for Setzer 

because Wednesday is 

Exclusion Day, the day 

students whose immuniza-

tion records aren’t current 

will be sent home from 

school. The county sent 

letters warning of potential 

exclusion to parents of 530 

students on Feb. 5.

“Some of them aren’t up 

to date and others simply 

have incomplete records,” 

Setzer said. “We want 

to help them resolve this 

however it works for them.”

Last year on Exclusion 

Day, schools sent 147 

students home. Parents 

have three options: get 

their children’s records to 

Exclusion Day is coming

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Registered nurse Eryn Griffin fills a syringe while preparing a dose of the Menactra vaccine on 

Thursday at the Umatilla County Health Department offices in Hermiston. Menactra is a vaccine 

that prevents some forms of meningitis.

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon is expected to 

have about $99 million more in net 

general and lottery fund resources 

than state economists projected a few 

months ago.

The state’s quarterly revenue fore-

cast, presented to lawmakers Friday 

morning, is a key 

development of 

the short February 

session.

Lawmakers are 

working to ensure 

the state’s current 

two-year budget 

is on track and to 

deal with the impli-

cations of recent 

sweeping changes 

to the federal tax code. 

The net increase of about $99 million 

in available money is due to higher 

than expected beginning fund balances, 

personal income tax collections and 

lottery revenues. However, corporate 

tax collections are projected to be lower 

than expected in late November, when 

the last quarterly forecast was released.

State economists are still trying to 

pin down the impact of the federal tax 

reforms passed in late December.

In response to the federal Tax Cuts 

and Jobs Act, some state lawmakers 

are pressing on with efforts to change 

Oregon’s tax code to mitigate the 

projected negative revenue effects. A 

bill passed on Tuesday by the Oregon 

Senate would allow Oregon to tax 

overseas profits that companies are 

expected to bring back to the U.S. 

through a provision in the tax bill 

called repatriation. It has been referred 

to the House Revenue Committee for 

consideration.

‘Future is uncertain’

Gov. Kate Brown said that the 

forecast was “good news” for the state, 

but warned that the state needed to 

“demonstrate fiscal discipline” and was 

critical of a second tax bill before the 

Legislature.

Legislators 

wary of 

optimistic 

revenue 

forecast

East Oregonian

Pendleton Underground 

Tours is preparing renovations 

to its properties on Southwest 

Emigrant Avenue and South 

Main Street, but it’s asking for 

help from the Pendleton Devel-

opment Commission first. 

Acting as the commission, 

the Pendleton City Council will 

consider approving a $26,933 

façade grant application from 

the underground tours, which 

intends to fill its empty store-

front at 365 S. Main St. with a 

new tenant. 

According to a staff report 

from Charles Denight, the 

commission’s associate director, 

the nonprofit plans to fill the 

space — vacant since MaySon’s 

Old Fashioned General Store 

closed in September — with 

a “made in Pendleton” store, 

a business that sells products 

made in and inspired by the 

city, like mustard from Barhyte 

Specialty Foods and jeans from 

Prison Blues.

“This will be sort of a hub 

for tourists to sit and rest and 

plan out their next destination 

in Pendleton, learn about what 

there is to do here and be able 

to purchase something specially 

made from Pendleton or repre-

senting Pendleton,” underground 

tours Executive Director Brooke 

Underground tours plans 

‘made in Pendleton’ store

PENDLET
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Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Freshman Luis Magana gets ready to shoot as aid Shaw Jerome holds 

back Gabe Vigil during Friday’s unified basketball game at Pendleton High 

School. The game gave the school’s special needs students a chance to 

play basketball in front of a cheering crowd, complete with cheerleaders 

and announcer.

Student 

immunizations 

must be up to 

date Wednesday

See VACCINES/12A

See REVENUE/12A

See UNDERGROUND/12A

Applies for $26K 

façade grant

“This will be sort of 

a hub for tourists 

to sit and rest and 

plan out their next 

destination.”

— Brooke Armstrong, 

Pendleton Underground Tours 

executive director
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Sculpture exhibit opens at Betty Feves Gallery

•

“Annie” performances at BMCC’s theatre

•

Zwickelmania at Ordnance Brewing

•

For times and places see Coming Events, 6A
Weekend Weather
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By PARIS ACHENCapital Bureau

SALEM — A bill to strip gun rights from convicted stalkers and intimate part-ners convicted of abuse passed the Senate 16 to 13 Thursday, Feb. 22. The legislation goes to Gov. Kate Brown who says she intends 

to sign it into law.Brown urged U.S. lawmakers to enhance protections against gun violence nationwide in the wake of a deadly mass shooting Feb. 14 at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. The latest in a string of attacks on U.S. schools has sparked 

unprecedented demonstra-tions across the country for stronger gun laws.“Now’s the time to enact real change, and I’m encouraged to see students in Oregon and across the nation engaged and joining the call for gun safety legislation,” Brown said in a statement. “It’s long past 

time we hold the White House, Congress, and legis-lators accountable.”House Bill 4145 closes the so-called “boyfriend” or “intimate partner loophole,” 

in state law that omitted stalkers and abusers in some intimate relationships.Sen. Floyd Prozanski, D-Eugene, who presented the bill on the Senate floor Thursday, said that his sister was murdered by a boyfriend with a gun and urged his colleagues to support the new protections. The legis-lation also would require 

Bill strips guns from stalkers, abusers

By KATHY ANEYEast Oregonian

For years, Dick Courson, Bob Stangier and Richard “Doc” Johnson met for coffee at the Rainbow Cafe.They discussed politics, the weather and whatever else came up under the glow of the Rainbow’s neon lights. When Courson had to stop driving, Stangier or Johnson drove him to the cafe. Eventually, when Courson’s health deteriorated further, the trio met at the McKay Creek Estates where Courson lived of late.
“We decided to go to him,” Stangier said.The three men made an impressive coffee klatch. Courson, Umatilla County district attorney and later a district court judge, had survived the fierce Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II. Stangier flew B-25 bombers 

Judge leaves legacy of 
adventure 
and service

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Female inmates sleep on mats in a recreation area at the Umatilla County Justice Center on Thursday in Pendleton. The jail, which was 

designed to hold a maximum of 180 inmates, currently is housing 229.

By PHIL WRIGHTEast Oregonian

Umatilla County Sheriff Terry Rowan has a small ask from the Oregon Legisla-ture: $1 million.The money would pay for a major revamp at the county jail in Pendleton to allow the intake and tempo-rary housing of offenders suffering mental crisis, medical issues or addiction.“Those three areas seem to be significantly on the rise,” Rowan said.

The jail was designed 20 years ago to hold some 130-180 inmates. Thursday morning’s shift started with 229.
Much of that fulfills Rowan’s promise to hold offenders in jail until they see a judge. But people with mental illness are an increasing part of the offender population, and their crimes are often petty — such as throwing rocks at windows. 

“To me, it makes perfect sense some of that popu-

lation never land in jail,” Rowan said.
The Blue Mountain Recovery Center in Pend-leton used to take some of those offenders, but the center closed in 2014. Local police lament how officers can spend hours on a shift dealing with a lawbreaker in a mental state. Those offenders also are often high or drunk as well. Detoxification centers won’t take someone in the middle of a mental episode, and mental health providers 

won’t take someone under the influence. 
That leaves the jail.But Rowan said the jail lacks the capacity to handle inmates who are delusional, drugged or both. That person may need to be alone in a holding cell, he said, and the jail’s intake center has two holding cells for multiple inmates. Jail staff has already converted one of two small strip search rooms into a small cell.“What we’re seeing is a bottleneck in the booking area,” Rowan said.The fix would be an 

$800,000 renovation to help accommodate inmates with mental health problems. That does not include the cost of moving and installing security cameras and the like. 
LCA Architects, Boise, designed the jail, and Rowan said he had the company visit last year. That led to a proposal to convert one of the jail’s two sally ports into new holding areas and a book-in site. That would provide space for someone in a crisis. The plan also uses existing space to add eight 

No room for mental crisis

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

When in doubt, ask. That’s the message those 
attending the QPR suicide preven-
tion training Thursday learned. About 85 people attended one 

of five sessions at Good Shepherd 
Medical Center, where they learned 
how to identify signs of someone 
who may be at risk for suicide, and 
learned methods for de-escalating 
the situation and referring them to 
someone who can help.The training, called QPR, stands 

for “Question, Persuade, Refer” — 
the three steps that people can take 
to help a person they think may be 
suicidal. 

Trainings were led by Umatilla 
County Health Prevention Educa-
tion Coordinator Amanda Wals-
born, and included information 
about how to recognize warning 
signs for suicide, and a role-playing 
session. 

Walsborn led the class through 
an exercise where they were asked 
to recognize myths and facts about 
suicide. A common myth, she said, 
is that talking openly with someone 
about suicide will put the idea in 
their mind.

“It’s a really common fear,” 
Walsborn said. “But the majority of 
folks feel relieved that someone has 
recognized they’re suffering, and 

Save a life by questioning, persuading and refering

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Brandon Hammond, Rein Stocker, Tyson Stocker, 14, and Ron Gibbs 

participate in a roll-playing activity while taking the QPR suicide 

prevention training Thursday at Good Shepherd in Hermiston.

See QPR/8A
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OSP would have to notify others of attempted illegal buys More inside
In Washington D.C., Trump calls for raising age of assault rifles.Page 6A

Sheriff to ask Friday for state funds to revamp jail

“It’s important to have individuals trained as suicide prevention gatekeepers,”
— Amanda Walsborn, Umatilla County Health prevention education coordinator
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By ANDREW SELSKY
Associated Press

SALEM — Some plea bargains presented to defendants deprive them of fundamental rights, say Oregon lawmakers who moved on Wednesday to make them fairer.Defendants are sometimes even asked to give up habeas corpus — a right, dating back centuries, under which defendants face their accusers in court, according to testimony presented to the House judiciary committee.
Kirk Wintermute, an attorney from Astoria, cited a practice of authorities requiring defendants in misdemeanor cases to waive that right to appear at trial if they miss a court date. These waivers are coercive because they’re sought as a condition of release from jail or to stay out of jail, Wintermute said.If the defense attorney doesn’t know why his client is absent or hasn’t had contact, the attorney is required to withdraw from the case, Wintermute said. A trial then proceeds with no one at the defense table, with a guilty verdict being inevitable, Wintermute told the committee in a letter.

“Once the court’s warrant is served a defendant is brought back to court for a sentencing hearing, but does not have the opportunity to face his accusers in court, cross examine witnesses, or present a defense,” the lawyer said.
The House unanimously passed a bill on Wednesday that prohibits a release agreement from jail from being linked to a defendant’s waiver of appearance at trial. It would also prohibit a plea agreement from being linked to a former law that was superseded by a legislation passed in 2017 that reduced sentences for certain crimes.

“I believe it is our job as legisla-tors and policy makers to ensure we safeguard individual liberties and protect the basic rights of all our citi-zens,” said House Majority Leader Jennifer Williamson, the chief sponsor of the bill, in a statement after the vote. The bill now goes to the Senate.
Williamson said more needs to be done to remedy plea agreements.In an example of a plea agreement she cited that shows other problems, prosecutors in Portland offered to drop two of four charges against a woman, but only if she agreed to waive her rights to due process, to challenge the conviction if excul-patory evidence was later found, to challenge a sentence as unconstitu-tionally cruel and unusual, and the right to file a writ of habeas corpus.The bill was endorsed by the American Civil Liberties Union and opposed by the Oregon District Attorneys Association.

Lawmakers 
take aim at 
unfair plea 
bargains

By JAYATI RAMAKRISHNANEast Oregonian

This year’s Distinguished Citizens Banquet 
featured the best of Hermiston’s many sides: schools, 
businesses, emergency services and government. But 
the winners of the awards were humbled and, in some 
cases, shocked by the recognition.“I think there’s a mistake been made here,” said 
Man of the Year Roger Bounds. “I’m pretty shocked.”Bounds and Chris Finley took the top spots as 
Man and Woman of the Year at Hermiston’s annual 
celebration of community servants.Finley, a Hermiston resident since 1979, has held 
many positions in the community, including city 
councilor and Chamber of Commerce member. An 
active member in the Victory Baptist Church and an 
avid Hermiston Bulldogs fan, Finley and her husband 
John run a farm and are staples at the local farmers 
market.

“We grow everything from asparagus to zucchini,” 
she said. 

She was still in disbelief after the ceremony.“I’m stunned,” she said. “I’m still shaking.” Bounds recalled that his father would always tell 
him that Hermiston was situated in the perfect place 
to succeed, located as it is along the river, railroads, 
and highway.

“He’s right,” Bounds said. “But it’s not so much the 
location, it’s the people.”Bounds has seen the community grow, having 
arrived when he was five years old. After coming back from Vietnam, he worked in banking and real estate at 
various points in his career. He has also volunteered in 

Shocked and honored
Winners
Woman of  
the Year:
Chris Finley
Man of the Year:
Roger Bounds
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Wal-Mart  
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of the Year Award
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Greater  
Hermiston  
Chamber of 
Commerce Nobel Laureate Award
Greg Smith
Educator of  
the Year:  
Kent Barnes
Administrator  
of the Year: 
Larry Usher

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

Rep. Greg Walden was busy taking notes and asking questions at Good Shepherd Medical Center in Hermiston on Wednesday as Eastern Oregon residents on the front lines of the opioid crisis shared their ideas for change.“We’re very concerned about the situation locally and nationally,” Good Shepherd CEO Dennis Burke told Walden.
The Republican congressman from Oregon is the chairman of the Committee on Energy And Commerce, which will begin hearings on the opioid addiction epidemic next week. Walden said finding solutions to the crisis is his “top priority” for the committee right now. They plan to start by investigating 

case studies in West Virginia, where tiny towns have been receiving millions of highly-addictive pain pills per year — in total enough for every man, woman and child in the state to have 433 pain pills apiece.
“We think that’s been replicated elsewhere, but we can figure out the system here,” Walden said.The system has failed Oregonians, 

Walden gathers front line opioid suggestions 
More inside
Greg Walden’s tour through Eastern Oregon included a stop at Ordnance Brewing Board-man, where he pitched the re-cently passed tax plan’s impact on brewers. Page 8A

Staff photo by Jade McDowell

Rep. Greg Walden, left, listens to retired Pendleton physician Dan 

Marier, right, talk about his experience seeing patients with opi-

oid addiction as Carrie Sampson and Amy Ashton-Williams listen.         

See OPIOID/8A

RIVER LAND 
CLOSER TO  

PROTECTION
REGION/3A

DUCKS ON 
PATH TO 
TITLE
SPORTS/1B

HERMISTON

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Rep. Greg Smith smiles during his acceptance speech for the Nobel Laureate Award at the Hermiston Distinguished Citizens 

Award Banquet on Wednesday at the Hermiston Community Center.

HERMISTON DISTINGUISHED CITIZENS AWARDS

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Roger Bounds speaks after being named Man of the 
Year at the Hermiston Distinguished Citizens Award 
Banquet on Wednesday in Hermiston.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Chris Finley reacts after being named Woman of the 
Year at the Hermiston Distinguished Citizens Award 
Banquet on Wednesday in Hermiston.

Award recipients turn gratitude back on city of Hermiston

See AWARDS/7A

By ANTONIO SIERRA

East Oregonian

This year’s Pendleton 

Bike Week will come with a 

little less rumble. 

Ron Dillon, the Boise-

based organizer and promoter 

of the Thunder in the Blues 

short-track motorcycle race, 

said the race won’t return 

to the Round-Up Grounds 

in 2018. Additionally, Nitro 

in the Blues, a motorcycle 

hill climb in Rieth, will be 

moved back a week to Aug. 

3-5 so it no longer coincides 

with Bike Week. 

In an interview Monday, 

Dillon said the moves came 

after lackluster attendance 

numbers for the two events in 

2017. Pendleton Bike Week, 

meanwhile, saw a 25 percent 

increase in attendance in 

2017, with about 20,000 

estimated participants.

When Dillon started Nitro 

in the Blues at the second 

annual Pendleton Bike Week 

in 2016 and added Thunder 

in the Blues a year later, the 

idea was that a significant 

number of bikers in town for 

the motorcycle rally would 

migrate from the Pendleton 

Convention Center to the hill 

climb and short-track races. 

But the overlap between 

events never materialized, 

according to Dillon. 

Dillon said Nitro in the 

Blues’ attendance shrunk 

from 1,200 in 2016 to 1,000 

in 2017. Thunder in the Blues 

ticket sales were similarly 

disappointing. 

Among last year’s 

spectators, Dillon said only 

Motorbike events throttled back

EO file photo

A rider takes off up hill during the first day of the 2016 

Nitro in the Blues hill climb in Rieth.
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Winter’s last hurrah?

Winter seems to have returned to the region this weekend as snow began to fall Sunday evening in Pendleton with below freezing tem-

peratures continuing into Monday. More snow is in the forecast for later in the week, according to the National Weather Service. 

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau

SALEM — A slimmed-

down version of one of the 

short session’s key tax bills 

is up for a committee vote 

Tuesday.
The Senate Finance 

and Revenue committee is 

expected to consider signif-

icant edits to Senate Bill 

1528, which would tweak 

state taxes on “pass-through” 

businesses. The bill is one 

of two pieces of legislation 

aimed at tempering the 

effects of federal tax reform 

on Oregon’s budget.

Since 2013, the state 

has had six tax brackets for 

owners of certain businesses 

— such as LLCs and S-cor-

porations — whose business 

income “passes through” to 

their personal income taxes.

The latest amendment to 

the bill would do away with 

provisions to reduce the 

number of brackets to two, 

but would still disconnect 

Oregon from a new deduc-

tion in the federal Tax Cuts 

and Jobs Act signed into law 

by the president on Dec. 22.

For the most part, Oregon 

income tax law is based on 

federal code. Tax breaks 

offered in the federal reform 

bill would be available on 

state tax returns unless those 

previsions are specifically 

disconnected from Oregon 

law.

Under the federal reform, 

pass-through entities can 

deduct 20 percent of their 

earnings from their federal 

taxable income. The state 

bill prevents owners of 

pass-through businesses 

taking the same 20 percent 

deduction from their state 

taxes. Allowing the state 

deduction would reduce state 

tax collections.

The amended bill also 

keeps a provision creating a 

tax credit for contributions to 

an Oregon Opportunity Grant 

Fund, which would provide 

need-based financial aid to 

Oregon college students.

State Sen. Mark Hass, 

Committee to take another pass at tax plan

By PHIL WRIGHT

East Oregonian

After being found guilty 

by a Morrow County 

jury and handed a prison 

sentence of almost 13 years, 

Daniel Faustino Arce asked 

to speak to his two co-de-

fendants.
District Attorney Justin 

Nelson said when they were 

done talking, Desirea Devin 

of Heppner and Vera Rose 

Smith of Warm Springs 

decided to take plea deals 

instead of going to trial.

Nelson wasn’t privy to 

the conversation after the 

Feb. 13 sentencing, but said 

Arce cared about Devin and 

considered Smith a friend, 

so perhaps he did not want 

them to suffer his fate.

Still, all three are prison 

bound.
The Morrow County 

Sheriff’s Office and Oregon 

State Police arrested Arce, 

29, of Portland, and Devin, 

23, of Heppner, after a crime 

spree Dec. 17 in southern 

Morrow County that 

involved burglary, armed 

robbery and firing a gun at 

victim Roger Britt.

The couple also stole a 

vehicle and tried to ditch it 

on TREO Ranches, private 

property outside Heppner 

that offers pheasant and 

chukar hunting. Arce and 

Devin tried to set fire to the 

vehicle, according to court 

documents, and the commo-

tion drew the attention of a 

crew of pheasant hunters 

who soon detained them at 

gunpoint until law enforce-

ment arrived. 

Nelson said Smith was 

involved in the beginning of 

the crimes, then broke off. 

Pendleton police caught her 

on Dec. 19.

The state charged Arce 

with 14 counts, but at 

trial merged three counts 

under first-degree robbery. 

Circuit Judge Dan Hill 

also dismissed three other 

counts. 
First-degree robbery 

carries a mandatory 

minimum prison sentence 

of seven years, six months 

under Oregon’s Measure 11. 

Most defendants up against 

a Measure 11 charge, 

Nelson said, waive the right 

to trial within 60 days so 

the defense team has time 

to conduct its investigation. 

Not so with Arce.

Circuit court records 

show the jury delivered 

unanimous guilty verdicts 

on eight counts against 

Arce and split 10-2 on the 

first-degree robbery. 
Nelson also said Arce 

wanted his sentencing right 

then. Again, most people ask 

After burglary sentencing, 

co-defendants change plea

HEPPNER

Arce
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Smith

PENDLETON
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LIVING
ON THE

MOON
By KATHY ANEY 

and JAYATI RAMAKRISHNAN
East Oregonian

Lifeways recently 
received an ultimatum: 
change its ways or lose its 
contract.

The mental health 
provider responded by 
engaging consultant Paul 
Spriggs-Flanders to help 
the agency improve crisis 
services for Umatilla County. 

In past months, Pendleton 
and Hermiston police chiefs 
and others have criticized 
Lifeways for leaving it up 
to law enforcement officers 
to de-escalate mental crises 
encountered on the streets. 
Often, they said, people in 
crisis end up in jail or back on 
the streets without receiving 
adequate treatment. They 
also complained that Life-
ways won’t deal with people 
in mental crisis who are also 
intoxicated.

Kevin Campbell, CEO of 
contracting agency Greater 
Oregon Behavioral Health, 
Inc. issued a public statement 
in early January saying that 
if Lifeways didn’t make 
“key changes” by Feb. 20, 
its contract for crisis services 
in Umatilla County would be 
terminated.

Spriggs-Flanders could be 
just the one to put Lifeways 
on a better course, said Camp-
bell. He said Spriggs-Flan-
ders, the founder of the 
Wallowa Valley Center for 
Wellness, has worked in the 
trenches and recently retired 
from the Enterprise mental 
health center.

Lifeways
brings on
consultant
to restore
confidence

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Portland General Elec-
tric’s natural gas-fired power 
plant in Boardman would 
be allowed to emit more 
than three times as much 
carbon monoxide and eight 
times as much smog-causing 
pollution if a new permit is 
approved.

Dan Serres, conser-
vation director with the 
environmental organization 

Columbia Riverkeeper, 
called the higher amounts 
“eyebrow-raising.” Steve 
Corson, spokesman for 
Portland General Electric, 
said the new permit would 
allow for the upper limit of 
pollution at the plant, which 
still would be within federal 
standards for air quality. 

The Oregon Department 
of Environmental Quality is 
holding a public hearing on 
the proposal Thursday at 6 
p.m. in Boardman at the Port 

of Morrow’s Well Springs 
Room.

Portland General Electric 
can emit 99 tons of carbon 
monoxide a year at the Carty 
plant under the DEQ’s current 
air quality permit. The new 
permit would increase that to 
324 tons a year.

Volatile organic 
compounds would see a 
larger jump, from 24 tons a 
year to 194 tons a year. VOCs 
are organic compounds that 
combine with other elements 

in the atmosphere to cause 
ozone or smog.

“The way PGE initially 
got this permitted was with 
the expectation of a lower 
pollution profile than what 
they’re asking for,” Serres 
said. “This was really 
eyebrow-raising for us to see 
this huge proposal coming 
from the gas-fired plant.”

Serres also said the 
permitting process for 

PGE seeks permit to increase pollution limits

Contributed photo by Michael Durham

Construction of the Carty Generating Station as seen 
in August 2015.

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

TOP: A group of freshmen look over a schematic demonstrating how to make an electrical 
circuit on Tuesday at Pendleton High School. 
ABOVE: Students watch as Geologist Quinn Oksoktaruk demonstrates an improvised wa-
ter filter in a science class Tuesday at Pendleton High School. 
BACKGROUND: This image, contributed by NASA, was taken before separation of the lunar 
module and the command module during Apollo 11 Mission.

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian 

On Feb. 6, SpaceX 
launched a rocket into outer 
space that the company 
envisions could one day carry 
supplies to the moon. 

Two weeks later, NASA 
had students from Pendleton 
High School working on how 
humankind could establish a 
lunar colony. 

Northwest Earth and Space 
Sciences Pipeline, a collabora-
tion between NASA and the 
University of Washington, set 
down on Pendleton as a part 
of an outreach program.

Academics working with 
the pipeline took over several 
PHS classes, giving short 
lectures and conducting 
experiments under a single 
theme: What would it take for 
humans to colonize the moon? 

It’s not exactly an easy 
answer. A video shown during 
science teacher Glenn John-
ston’s class stated that it would 
take an estimated $10 billion 
to establish a lunar settlement 
and another $2 billion per 
year to maintain, figures that 
far exceed NASA’s current 
budget. 

NASA classes teach basics of lunar colonization

See NASA/8A
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Company says Carty plant in Boardman needs more flexibility in permit
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