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Portland, Clark County join suit
against opioid manufacturers

By KRISTIAN FODEN-VENCIL
and MOLLY SOLOMON
Oregon Public Broadcasting

Portland City Council and
Clark County, Washington,
voted this week to file
lawsuits against the nation’s
opioid manufacturers.

The two jurisdictions
are joining about 250 other
cities, counties and states,
like Multnomah County, that
have already filed suit.

They say manufacturers
have misled health profes-
sionals by marketing opioids
as rarely addictive and as a
safe substitute for pain medi-
cations like ibuprofen.

Portland City Commis-
sioner Chloe Eudaly called it
exploitation.

“Entities we trust with our
health are preying on our pain
and leaving a wake of ruin,
grief and untold cost to our
communities. So I'm very
pleased to vote aye,” she said.

Clark County leaders
said they will work with two

attorneys at the Seattle-based
firm Keller Rohrback and
hope to file their lawsuit next
month.

Chief  Civil  Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney Emily
Sheldrick said Clark County
is still narrowing down
which companies to target
for the lawsuit, but similar
lawsuits by Keller Rohrback
have been filed against
Purdue  Pharma, Endo
Pharmaceuticals and Janssen
Pharmaceuticals.

“These  pharmaceutical
companies allegedly took
actions that were deliberate
and systematic in providing
inaccurate and misleading
information to doctors and
patients for the last two
decades,” Sheldrick said.

Keller Rohrback already
represents other Washington
cities and counties that have
filed similar lawsuits, such
as King, Skagit, Pierce and
Clallam counties and the
cities of Tacoma, Mount
Vernon, Burlington and

Sedro-Wooley.

At Tuesday’s  Clark
County Council meeting,
council chair Marc Boldt
supported the decision to
seek legal action against
pharmaceutical ~ companies
and stressed the importance
of dealing with opioid addic-
tion at a local level.

“This will not be handled
at the state Legislature, it
won’t happen in Congress,”
Boldt said. “The only place
this will get handled is the
local government.”

Drug companies deny the
claims and have said litigation
should stop until Food and
Drug Administration studies
on the long-term effects of
opioids are completed.

But  Purdue Pharma
said last week that it’ll
stop marketing its drugs to
doctors.

The federal judge over-
seeing hundreds of lawsuits
has said he would rather see
the epidemic curbed than
referee litigation.

DEQ: Locals speak in support, opposition
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generating plants is fairly
new territory for the DEQ.
He said that while they will
continue to look at the health
effects on the region, they
make their decisions based
on EPA standards.

“It’s a balancing act
we’re still learning,” he said.
“Frankly, the EPA looks at
things based on what admin-
istration is in there, and that’s
not a high priority now.”

PGE said in its permit
request that based on infor-
mation from the turbine
manufacturer,  Mitsubishi,
they initially projected that
emissions would be lower.

Steve Corson, a PGE
spokesman from Portland, said
the permit request is not a target,
but a “worst case scenario.”

“Our actual emissions
have been less than even
the existing permit would
require,” he said. “It’s a limit,
not a standard.”

Corson said he couldn’t
say exactly what led PGE to
come up with the new limit.

“Typically it’s a matter of
sharing information with the
regulators, and evaluating
what’s reasonable,” he said.

Welch said the number of
startups and shutdowns per
year vary based on demand.

“If it’s going to cost too
much to make power at Carty,
they’ll turn it off,” he said.

He also noted that the
emission limit is for both the
Carty plant and the coal-fired
plant, which are right next to
each other.

“They’re considered the
same source, so there’s one
permit for both,” he said.
“The numbers you see are
combined emissions of both
facilities.”

He noted that the emission
numbers would decrease in
2020 when the coal-fired
plant is scheduled to close.

Welch also said that
while carbon monoxide is
recognized as a gas harmful
to humans, the EPA does
not recognize it as a strong
greenhouse gas.

Public comment

Andrew Clark, a Pend-
leton resident, said Eastern
Oregon residents  value

their air quality, and that the
proposal concerned him.

He noted that in 2017 the
total emissions of the plant
were half of those allowed in
the existing permit.

“Kudos to PGE,” he said.
“But if they can do that, why
is there a need for an increase?
If we can stick with 48 tons,
let’s do it, unless it can be
thoroughly proven that there
is a real need to increase it.”

Several people  from
Portland spoke against the
proposed increase.

Kathy Spofford, a Port-
land resident, cited her love
of hiking and recreating in the
Columbia Gorge, and noted
that the Gorge was already
one of the most polluted
airsheds in the West.

“'m  concerned  the
increase is going to make it
worse,” she said.

“Just because it’s off Tower
Road, doesn’t mean it’s not
getting into the inhabited envi-
ronment,” said Mike Horner,
a Portland resident with the
Climate Action Coalition. “T’d
like to see this issue taken up
by a wider community. I know
local people live and work
here, but PGE is a Portland
company. I think Portland rate
payers should be able to weigh
n.”

Several Eastern Oregon
residents spoke in favor of
the increase.

Gary Neal, a Boardman
resident and manager of the
Port of Morrow, encouraged

“PGE  developed this
facility with the best infor-
mation they had available,”
he said. “These adjustments
sound like new processes
evolving. They’re trying to
meet the new conditions in
front of them. I know they use
the best available technology.”

Don Russell, a Morrow
County commissioner, agreed.

“The one concern I contin-
uously hear is about haze in
the Columbia Gorge,” he
said. “I know DEQ knows
how often we get winds from
east to west. The rest of the
time, the primary factor for
haze in the Gorge is unregu-
lated motor vehicle use from
the Portland-metro area.”

Russell said PGE has
been a good neighbor to the
Boardman community.

Welch said DEQ will
accept written comments until
April 30. After that, review
of the comments could take
anywhere from a few days to
a few weeks. They will turn
in a draft proposal of a permit
to the EPA, and the EPA will
approve or deny the request.

Welch said there will be
some modifications to the
permit, but he doesn’t know
what they will be. He said
initially, PGE had asked for
a much higher limit to their
emissions, but he would not
grant that request.

“l said, ‘Give me some
data,” and they couldn’t
provide it, so I limited them
to what’s similar to other

DEQ to grant the permit. facilities around the country.”
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2/23-25
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie « 2/28 «12:00 PM
Glengarry Glen Ross

Black Panther (Pg 13)
1:00* 7:00 4:00 10:00

Early Man (PG)
11:50* 2:00*

15:17 To Paris (PG13)
4:20 6:40 9:20

Peter Rabbit (PG)
12:00* 2:10* 4:30 6:50 9:30

Game Night (R)
12:10% 2: *450710940

Fifty Shades Freed (R)
12:20* 2:40* 5:.00 7:20 9:50

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com « 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

McKay Creek Estates

Take
Control

of your
Medications

McKay Creek Estates

1601 Southgate PI.
Pendleton, OR 97801

Does it seem like mom or dad take too many pills? Do they
have a hard time keeping track of what to take, and when?
If they see more than one physician, chances are they may
be taking too many drugs. Older adults who take multiple
drugs may suffer a negative medication interaction, including
an increased risk of falling or confusion.

So Many Pills: Take Control of your Medications

Jasmine Huynh, Consultant Pharmacist,
PropacPayless Pharmacy

Wednesday, February 21 at 2:00 p.m.

Call (541) 704-7146 to RSVP or visit TheyDeserveTheBest.com.

Spaces are limited.

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

2/26 - 27
Cineplex Show Times

$5 Classic Movie « 2/28 +12:00 PM
Glengarry Glen Ross

Black Panther (Pg 13)
7:00 £ 4:00 10:00

15:17 To Paris (PG13)
4:20 6:40 9:20

Peter Rabbit (PG)
4:30 6:509:30

Game Night (R)
4:507:10 9:40

Fifty Shades Freed (R)
5:00 7:20 9:50

* Matinee Pricing
wildhorseresort.com « 541-966-1850

Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

www.PrestigeCare.com
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Gas line breaks at EOCI

PENDLETON — The smell of rotten
eggs wafted through the Eastern Oregon
Correctional Institution in Pendleton this
week from a gas line break.

Prison spokesman Ron Miles said
staff on Tuesday discovered the break in
a 50-year-old line. Most of the facility
did not lose heat, he said, because of gas
supply on a separate line.

Still, half the dinning room was chilly
until staff opened a baffle above the room,
he said. Crews wrapped up most repairs
Friday afternoon.

The physical plant, automotive and
plumbing shops, however, remain without
heat. Those are at the far end of the
compound, and Miles said a contractor
next week will run new gas line to that
area.

In addition to this happening during
one of the coldest weeks of the year, he
said the smell around EOCI was not great.

Hermiston man admits to
trying to have sex with teen

HERMISTON — Dustin Charles Dyer
of Hermiston took a plea deal Thursday
and admitted to trying to have sex with a
girl younger than 14.

Dyer, 24, faced seven counts of sexual
crimes following his

arrest Dec. 31, 2017,
including second-
degree rape, second-
degree sodomy and
first-degree sexual
abuse.

According to

Umatilla County
Circuit Court records,
Dyer took a deal

and pleaded guilty

to second-degree
attempted rape. Dyer on the plea petition
stated that on Dec. 30, 2017, “T took a
substantial step towards engaging in
sexual intercourse with a child under 14
years of age.”

The deal came with a prison sentence
of four years, two months, and Dyer will
get credit for the time he has served in the
county jail, Pendleton, and he is eligible
for sentence reductions for good behavior.

The plea came five days before Dyer
was to go to trial. The state also dismissed
the rest of the case against him.

Der

Echo council vacancy open
for applications

Applications for the open seat on the
Echo City Council are available at city
hall and must be turned in by March 8
to be considered for appointment by the
council.
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Anyone interested in filling the seat
resigned by Lou Nakapalau in January
must be a registered voter who has lived
in Echo for at least a year.

The appointee will serve a partial
term until the November election, when
voters will select a replacement. The
filing deadline for the ballot will be in
August.

Mayor Jeanne Hampton is also
working with the school district to find
a student to act as a non-voting member
of the council, according to city manager
Diane Berry.

Court action delayed in
Spray rodeo theft case

SPRAY — Joann Pearl Griffith of
Spray said she showed up to court Friday
to face charges of theft and computer
crime, but nothing happened.

Griffith is the secretary of the Spray
Rodeo Association. A Wheeler County
grand jury indicted her on 35 counts
alleging she stole thousands of dollars
in 2016 and 2017 from the rodeo
association and the Haystack Cemetery
Association.

Griffith said she went to Wheeler
County Courthouse, Friday, for an
arrangement, but she never saw the
charges.

“They told me come back with a
lawyer,” she said.

Court records show the Circuit Judge
Janet Stauffer presided over Friday’s
proceeding and found Griffith did not
qualify for a public defender.

The court set March 23 as the next
hearing. According to the court schedule,
that would be for a change of plea.
Griffith, however, said she never entered a
plea Friday. Beyond that, she said she did
not want to comment until after the next
hearing when she would know more about
the case.

A little more snow likely,
then rain

PENDLETON — The National
Weather Service reported another inch
or so of snow is likely overnight and
Saturday morning.

The light snow across much of the
area comes with overnight temperatures
dropping to the high 20s in Pendleton,
Hermiston and Heppner and to the mid
20s in Pilot Rock. Milton-Freewater will
dip to about 31.

Saturday’s snow level will drop from
about 1,600 feet to 1,500 feet, but the
chance of snow also drops to about 20
percent. Sunday, however, could bring
ran and snow as temperatures rise. Areas
also have a slight chance of rain or snow
Monday.

% APR

Financing
. OR up to

$4 000

Cash Back*

on Select 2017-18
TOYOTA Models!

*Applies to 2018 Avalon

All New 2018 Camry

0.9%

; APR / 72 mos.
T Let's
QU "PGo
TOYOTA | Places

2018 Tundra CrewMax sewemor

1.9% | ¢1250

APR /72 mos. | Cash Back

OF HERMISTON

(541) 567-6461 or 800-522-2308
ToyotaOfHermiston.com

Wnlund Northwest
% 7 Toyota Dealers
v

Mon-Fri 8:30a - 7:00p
Sat 8:30a -7:00p ® Sun 10:00a - 5:00p

Al financing on approved credit through TFS. All
vehicles subject to prior sale. All prices plus tax and

Every new Toyota comes with

ToyotaCare
TOYOTA No Cost Service & Roadside*

title. $75 dealer doc fee. Offers end 2/28/18.
For more details call 1-888-21-TOYOTA.




