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. , Earlier this month state
policy review

Sen. Jeff Kruse said he
SALEM (AP) — The

was resigning after an
leaders of the Oregon investigation determined
House and Senate are

he had harassed women in
asking for a review of the Capitol building with
laws and policies about

prolonged hugging, groping
workplace harassment at and other unwelcome
the Capitol.

physical contact.
House Speaker Tina The investigation was
Kotek and Senate President
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By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE

Capital Bureau one of many in statehouses

nationwide following a

Peter Courtney, both ¢ | misconduct
SALEM — Oregon Gov. Kate Democrats, on Thursday v&ﬁwe ?. sexua .m{[scon ue
Brown says she wants to hire 185 more said they had made the allegations agamst men 1in

power since an October

Child Welfare workers at the Depart- .
expose of movie mogul

ment of Human Services, to the tune of

request to the Oregon Law
Commission. In a joint

$14.5 million. statement they said the ]}\}arveYy \Z?mmm by the
That’s in addition to 184 budgeted review “will give us an ew Lork fimes.

field positions that remain unfilled.
The governor announced her plan c orre cti ons

three weeks after state auditors found
DHS’ Child Welfare program was
chronically understaffed, among other
persistent problems.

On any given day, about 7,600 kids
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Gov. Kate Brown wants the Legislature to authorize money to hire an
additional 185 Child Welfare workers.

are in Oregon’s foster care system.

The secretary of state’s audit found
that caseloads are three to four times
“higher than what is optimal, contrib-
uting to staff burnout, increased turnover
and difficulty recruiting new workers.”

Due in part to high turnover, the
state’s caseworkers are also fairly
inexperienced. About one-third of case-
workers have started within the past 18
months, according to the audit.

Brown, a Democrat up for reelec-
tion in November, wants to hire 75
social workers, 75 case workers, 25
office support staff and 10 managers.
The move would require legislative
approval.

“I urge our elected representatives to
take advantage of this session to make
sure that more Oregonian children have
access to a brighter future,” Brown said
in a prepared statement Thursday.

The boost would go part of the way

to what auditors say is a dire shortage
of workers. In order to adequately meet
the needs of the thousands of kids in its
care, DHS would need to hire about 769
more field staff, auditors said.

Although DHS already has the
money to hire 184 field positions —
that’s the difference between the number
of field positions DHS has budgeted
for in the 2017-19 biennium and the
actual staffing average as reported by
state auditors — the governor’s plan
would call for 185 separate positions,
according to DHS.

It’s not yet clear what exactly the
agency will do differently to onboard
employees expediently, though.

A spokeswoman for the governor
said that Brown has been working with
DHS Director Fariborz Pakseresht and
Child Welfare Director Marilyn Jones
“to understand which changes would
bring the most tangible impact most

quickly.”

The state allocates about $500
million to the Child Welfare program
every year.

Secretary of State Dennis Richardson,
a Republican whose office oversaw
the audit, said in a written statement
Thursday that he was “delighted to see
appropriate action taken to immediately
address the staffing shortage in our
foster care system.”

The audit, released Jan. 31., was far
from the first time that the Child Welfare
program has been under scrutiny.

Brown commissioned an outside
review of child safety in the foster care
program amid the fallout from a scandal
at a Portland-area foster care provider,
Give Us This Day.

That review was published in 2016,
but auditors found that the agency
hadn’t corrected foundational problems
identified in that review.

Man who died in Iranian prison had strong Oregon ties

from the Middle East.

2018 “Rebuilding A Culture of Life”

FUNDRAISING BANQUET

* Emmanuel Enterprises, Inc.
(Chet & Amanda Dufault)

= Hermiston Veterinary Clinic

= Living Faith Church

= My Garden Overfloweth
(Craig & Teresa Engbretson)

= Catholic Daughters

= Robert and Vicky Smith

= Jim and Susan Purswell
= Simmons Agency
= Ace Hardware
(Randy & Tammy Smith)
= Smith Securities

A special “Thank You” to all of our Event
sponsors, including the following:

= New Hope Community Church

= Our Lady of Angels Catholic
Church

= Plateau Press, Tri-Cities, WA

= Dr. Robert & Marge Rolen

= Greg’s Sleep Center

= Cowboy Church

= Northwest Farm Supply

= Shelco Electric

= Hermiston Drug

= Craig & Tammy Kopta

= Community Bank/Hermiston

= Gordon’s Electric, Inc.

= Anonymous Donors

our community.

Because of the generosity of these individuals and businesses,
100% of the funds raised during the event will be going directly
toward TruCare’s services that provide life-affirming choices to

Much appreciation for the gracious services provided by
Specks Printing, Safeway, The Gathering Place at Bellinger’s,
Kim Ayers Catering, Living Faith Church, and the City of

EUGENE (AP)—Kavous
Seyed-Emami, an environ-
mentalist whose death this
month in a notorious Iranian
prison has drawn worldwide
media attention, is being
mourned by his friends in
Eugene, where he earned a
doctorate in 1991.

Iranian authorities have
said that Seyed-Emami
committed suicide; critics
and his family dismiss that
as improbable and are calling
for an investigation.

Seyed-Emami decided to
return to Iran more than 25
years ago. He did so because
of how much he cared about

the country’s environment
and wildlife, particularly the
rare Asiatic cheetah, said
longtime friend Mohammad
Maleki, a computer engineer
at the UO.

“He basically gave his life
for serving his country,” said
Maleki, who became friends
with Seyed-Emami in the
late 1980s. “He loved Iran,
he loved (Iranian) culture.
He could have chosen to
live outside of Iran and had
a very comfortable life either
in the U.S. or Canada, but
he chose the hard path, to
go back to Iran (and) make a
difference.”

Friends plan to hold a
private memorial service for
Seyed-Emami, a dual Iranian
and Canadian citizen, this
weekend on the UO campus.

Seyed-Emami, 64, was
the founder of the Persian
Wildlife Heritage Foundation
and a sociology professor
at Imam Sadiq University
in Tehran, Iran’s capital. He
was arrested late last month
on suspicion of spying, with
Iranian officials saying he
used wildlife study as a cover
to collect information about
Iranian missile bases for the
United States and Israel,
according to media reports

Friends and  family
dispute the claims and
question the circumstances
of Seyed-Emami’s death.
Iranian officials say he
committed  suicide by
hanging himself, but his
family is calling for more
investigation.

Kavous  Seyed-Emami
was born in Tehran on Dec.
24, 1953, and came to the
United States for college. He
earned a master’s in devel-
opment studies from Ohio
University. He then moved to
Eugene and earned a master’s
degree in sociology.

Hermiston. A sincere thank you to the volunteers from Oasis
Vineyard Church, Faith, Hope and Love Church, New Hope
Church, Hermiston High School, Knights of Columbus,
Catholic Daughters, Our Lady of Angels Youth Group and
the volunteers from TruCare.

Additional appreciation of the services
provided by Barnett and Moro.
To all who attended, we would like to extend our deepest and
most heartfelt appreciation for your support at the “Rebuilding
A Culture of Life” banquet! Thank you for making the evening
such a special community event. Each donation enables us to
continue bringing hope to those facing pregnancy decisions.

o — TruCare Pregnancy
Resource Center
Tf’u C are 105 SW 2nd St
Hermiston, OR 97838
541-567-2393




