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the pity pond, but there’s no 
swimming laps. You’ve got 
to get out and move forward 
and make the choice to 
grow for your team.” Bruins 
coach Cori Close said about 
moving forward.

Still in the race for a 
season title, UCLA hosts 
Colorado on Thursday night 
before wrapping up the 
season at home against Utah 
on Saturday.

The No. 12 Beavers 
(21-6, 12-4) remain in 
contention, too, just two 
games back of the Ducks 
with two games to go. They 
play Arizona on Friday and 
Arizona State on Sunday.

Oregon State has won at 
least a share of the season 
title for the past three years. 
The Beavers are coming 
off home victories against 
UCLA and USC.

“It’s not getting easier 
from this point on,” senior 
Marie Gulich said following 
Sunday’s 69-63 victory over 
the Trojans.  “We will face 
teams that will pressure us. 

I think this was huge for us, 
just knowing and having 
confidence in ourselves that 
we can face anything.”

The Pac-12 tournament 
opens on March 1 at Key 
Arena in Seattle. Stanford 
is the defending tournament 
champion.

At least for now, the 
Ducks are in control, led by 
sophomore Sabrina Ionescu 
and Ruthy Hebard, and 
junior Maite Cazorla.

Oregon, which last 
season went to the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time 
since 2005 and advanced the 
Elite Eight, has won four 
straight after a loss at home 
to then-No. 24 Stanford on 
Feb. 4.

The Ducks finished 
8-10 in conference last year 
before becoming the tourna-
ment’s Cinderella team.

“These guys don’t play 
like there’s really any pres-
sure. I love it. They’re so 
loose,” Graves said. “You 
guys go to shootaround, 
you go to practices, they’re 
pretty loose. They’re having 
fun. Right now we’re 25-4 

and competing against the 
best teams in the country.”

Earlier this season 
Ionescu grabbed headlines 
with her eighth triple-
double, an ongoing NCAA 
career record.

The Ducks’ more recent 
history includes a notable 
milestone for Hebard, who 
set a new NCAA record 
for consecutive field goals 
made for men and women.

Hebard came into game 
against UCLA with 30 
straight makes, the women’s 
record. She made her first 
three shots to break the 
men’s record of 30 set by 
Yale’s Brandon Sherrod in 
2016. Hebard finally missed 
a layup in the second quarter.

Her streak spanned 11 
quarters and two overtime 
periods. When it ended, the 
crowd gave her a standing 
ovation. She made her next 
attempt.

“It was a great streak,” 
she said. “It’s always fun 
to make your shots, so I’m 
really happy to make that 
record — and I’m ready to 
start a new one now.”

DUCKS: Enter final regular-season week
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By STEVE REED
AP Sports Writer

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— As she headed up the steepest, 
most grueling hill of her life in third 
place, Jessica Diggins thought to 
herself just winning an Olympic 
medal was no longer good enough.

She wanted more. She wanted 
gold.

Diggins dug deep, remembering 
all the years of training she had put 
in, and of all her teammates waiting 
for her at the finish line to bring 
home the United States’ first medal 
ever in women’s cross-country 
skiing — and then she let loose.

Diggins reached the peak of 
the hill in third place but sped past 
Norway’s Maiken Caspersen Falla 
on the last big, winding downhill. 
She rounded the final corner and 
took dead aim at Sweden’s Stina 
Nilsson on the final 100-meter 
homestretch.

The crowd in the grandstand was 
on its feet sensing history, and at 
that moment Diggins said she felt 
“unstoppable.”

“Around that final corner I felt 
like I was uncoiling a spring and 
letting it go,” Diggins said. “Giving 
it everything I had, digging as deep 
as I could and putting it all out there. 
When your team is counting on you, 
you don’t give up ever.”

Diggins certainly didn’t give up.
She blew by Nilsson in a blur 

to capture gold in the team sprint, 
bringing the United States its first 

gold medal ever in cross-country 
skiing.

As she crossed the line she 
collapsed in exhaustion as teammate 
Kikkan Randall tackled her in the 
snow. Randall lay on top of a crying 
Diggins shaking her ski jacket in 
pure excitement and utter joy.

“That feeling of being able to 
cross the line and have Kikkan 
tackle me was the coolest thing 
ever,” Diggins said.

It was fitting Randall was her 
partner on the two-woman team. 
She has been through all of the tough 

times, competing with the American 
cross-country ski team since the 
2002 Salt Lake City Games. She 
said it was also fitting that the Amer-
ican women won their first medal in 
a team event.

“I got to see in 2013 when we 
won the world championships ... that 
team gold is worth far more than any 
individual accolade,” the 35-year-old 
Randall said. “What really kept me 
going over the last four years was 
trying to contribute toward a team 
medal. To do it with Jessie one more 
time is just amazing.”

So move over Bill Koch, you 
have company — finally.

Koch was the only other Amer-
ican to win a medal in cross-country, 
taking home silver at the 1976 
Innsbruck Games.

Diggins and Randall ended that 
42-year drought and surely gave a 
huge boost to all of the young cross-
country skiers back home in the 
United States.

“Hearing it out loud, it still 
doesn’t feel real,” Randall said. “It’s 
what I’ve been working on for 20 
years and with this team for the last 
five years and, wow, it’s just so fun 
to put it together tonight — finally.”

Added Diggins: “It feels unreal. I 
can’t believe it just happened.”

It meant more that their team-
mates where there to celebrate — 
and family, too.

Diggins’ father, Clay, said he had 
a feeling this was the day the drought 
would end. Diggins had three top-six 
finishes at the Olympics and Randall 
was skiing well, too. And he said 
the entire American women’s cross-
country team came out to practice on 
Tuesday with Diggins and Randall.

“There were only two of them 
skiing today, but the entire team 
came out to support them — prac-
ticing tags and everything,” Clay 
Diggins said. “That to me is pretty 
cool. They wanted to be there for 
them, for the team. And I think 
Kikkan and Jess felt that (support) 
on the course.”

If not, they certainly felt it after 
the race.

Diggins screamed as she crossed 
the finish line, setting off a huge 
celebration for the red, white and 
blue. Her American teammates were 
jumping and hugging each other 
along the fence line that guarded the 
track.

“Our whole team had that belief 
we could win and everyone was 
there screaming,” Diggins said of 
the final sprint. “I don’t know if 
you have that many teams where 
everyone is out there on the fence 
yelling their faces off. I just think we 
had a lot of support behind of us.”

Charlotte Kalla sensed the 
Americans were extra motivated for 
a medal, saying she saw it in their 
eyes before the race and felt it when 
Randall stayed on her heels on the 
second-to-last lap.

“Olympic champions, they are 
so worth it,” the Swede said. “They 
were amazing today. I’m really 
impressed with them.”

Sweden took silver and Norway 
finished with a bronze, which 
allowed Marit Bjoergen to secure 
her record 14th medal at the Winter 
Games. That broke her tie with 
Norwegian biathlete Ole Einar 
Bjoerndalen for the most medals at 
the Winter Olympics.

Bjoergen, who already had won 
gold, silver and bronze at the Pyeo-
ngchang Games, said she was happy 
to see the Americans win this one.

“Those two, they are happy 
girls,” Bjoergen said. “And I think 
that is important for our sport that 
the USA is there.”

US women win first-ever Olympic cross-country medal
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United States’ Jessica Diggins, left, and Kikkan Randall celebrate 
after winning the gold medal in the women’s team sprint freestyle 
cross-country skiing final at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongc-
hang, South Korea on Wednesday.

Winter Olympics

and decision that White 
admits he pushed hard for. 

“It’s nice having a friend 
(there),” White said. “Me 
and Tyler are super close 
and honestly, I was kind of 
the one trying to talk him 

into going. I kept telling 
him, ‘you know we could 
both go and play there.’ 

White recalled Hunter’s 
response: ‘I know, Eric, I 
know.’ 

Similar to White, Hunter 
was unsure if he would be 
continuing football after his 

final year as a Bulldog. 
After the 38-35 win 

over Churchill to claim 
the OSAA 5A state title, 
he thought that my be the 
final time he stepped on the 
gridiron.

“It crossed my mind that 
yeah, that was one of the 

last times I’ll play football 
but I didn’t want it to be 
the last time,” Hunter said. 
“So, I filled out quite a few 
prospective student athlete 
forms.”

That’s when he caught 
the attention of the Carroll 
coaching staff, and after 

exchanging text messages 
planned a visit with White 
that would seal deal.

“I just fell in love with 
the campus and the people 
there, it’s a really great 
place,” Hunter added.

Hunter plans on majoring 
in accounting, which he’ll 

then turn into a career of 
being a Certified Public 
Accountant.

———
Contact Alexis at aman-

sanarez@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-564-4542. Follow her 
on Twitter @almansanarez.

BULLDOGS: Both had thought state championship game was final time on football field
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Local slate
PREP BOYS BASKETBALL

Saturday
No. 16 Stanfield at No. 1 Western Menno-

nite (2A First Round), 2:30 p.m.
No. 12 Umatilla at No. 5 Horizon Christian 

(3A First Round), 4 p.m.
No. 10 Kennedy at No. 7 Pilot Rock, 4:30 

p.m. (2A First Round), 4:30 p.m.
No. 9 Catlin Gabel at No. 8 Irrigon (3A 

First Round), 6 p.m.
No. 12 Days Creek at No. 5 Nixyaawii (1A 

Second Round), TBD

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL
Friday
No. 13 Weston-McEwen at No. 4 Grant 

Union (2A First Round), 6 p.m.
No. 2 Nixyaawii vs. No. 15 Camas Valley 

(1A Second Round), TBD
Saturday
No. 9 Central Linn at No. 8 Heppner, 1 

p.m.

Prep scores
BOYS BASKETBALL

Class 1A Playoffs
Joseph 64, Condon/Wheeler 59
Grand View Christian Acad. 44, Arlington 

34

Basketball
NBA

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled.
Thursday’s Games
Brooklyn at Charlotte, 4 p.m.

New York at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Philadelphia at Chicago, 5 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 5 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Sacramento, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Golden State, 7:30 p.m.

NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Top 25 Schedule
Wednesday
No. 1 Virginia 65, Georgia Tech 54
No. 3 Villanova 93, DePaul 62
No. 4 Xavier 89, Georgetown 77
No. 5 Duke 82, Louisville 56
No. 10 North Carolina 78, Syracuse 74
No. 12 Auburn 90, Alabama 71
No. 13 Wichita St 93, Tulane 86
No. 17 Michigan 72, Penn State 63
No. 19 Tennessee 62, Florida 57
No. 20 Nevada 80, San Jose St 67
Oklahoma St. 79, No. 6 Texas Tech 71
Virginia Tech 65, No. 15 Clemson 58
Thursday
No. 9 Purdue at Illinois, 4 p.m. (FS1)
UConn at No. 11 Cincinnati, 4 p.m. (ESPN)
No. 6 Gonzaga at San Diego, 6 p.m. 

(ESPN2)
No. 23 Houston at Memphis, 6 p.m. 

(CBSSN)
No. 14 Arizona at Oregon State, 6 p.m. 

(FS1)
Pepperdine at No. 22 Saint Mary’s, 7 p.m. 

Pac-12 Schedule
Wednesday
USC 75, Colorado 64
Thursday
No. 14 Arizona at Oregon State, 6 p.m. 

(FS1)
Washington at Stanford, 6 p.m. (PAC12)
UCLA at Utah, 6 p.m. (ESPN)

Washington St at Cal, 8 p.m. (PAC12)
Arizona State at Oregon, 8:30 p.m. (FS1)

NCAA Women’s Basketball
Top 25 Schedule
Wednesday
No. 1 UConn 91, Tulane 47
No. 14 Ohio St 88, Northwestern 54
No. 18 South Florida 81, Houston 65
No. 23 Belmont 66, Jacksonville St 35
Kansas 66, No. 25 Oklahoma St 59
Thursday
No. 13 Maryland at Michigan, 3 p.m.
No. 24 LSU at No. 7 South Carolina, 

3:30 p.m. 
No. 15 Tennessee at Flordia, 4 p.m. 
Boston College at No. 9 FSU, 4 p.m. 
UVA at No. 4 Louisville, 4 p.m. 
Virginia Tech at No. 5 Notre Dame, 4 p.m. 
No. 21 NC State at Pitt, 4 p.m. 
No. 19 Georgia at Alabama, 5 p.m. 
No. 17 Texas A&M at Arkansas, 5 p.m. 
Auburn at No. 2 Miss St, 5 p.m. 
Vanderbilt at No. 11 Missouri, 5 p.m. 
Colorado at No. 10 UCLA, 8 p.m.

Pac-12 Schedule
Wednesday 
No games scheduled.
Thursday
Utah at USC, 6 p.m.
Colorad oat No. 10 UCLA, 8 p.m.

Hockey
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 60 40 17 3 83 215 161

Boston 58 37 13 8 82 191 142
Toronto 62 37 20 5 79 205 172
Florida 57 26 25 6 58 166 186
Detroit 59 24 26 9 57 157 177
Montreal 59 22 29 8 52 151 188
Ottawa 59 21 28 10 52 160 207
Buffalo 60 17 32 11 45 143 198
Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington 60 34 19 7 75 187 180
Pittsburgh 61 35 22 4 74 195 180
Philadelphia 60 31 19 10 72 181 174
New Jersey 60 31 21 8 70 181 183
Columbus 60 30 25 5 65 159 170
Carolina 60 27 23 10 64 162 180
N.Y. Islanders 61 29 26 6 64 203 219
N.Y. Rangers 60 27 28 5 59 173 191
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Nashville 59 36 14 9 81 185 154
Winnipeg 60 35 16 9 79 199 161
Dallas 60 34 22 4 72 179 159
St. Louis 61 34 23 4 72 173 156
Minnesota 59 32 20 7 71 177 169
Colorado 59 32 23 4 68 184 177
Chicago 61 26 27 8 60 173 175
Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 60 40 16 4 84 209 163
San Jose 60 33 19 8 74 178 163
Anaheim 62 31 20 11 73 171 170
Los Angeles 60 33 22 5 71 174 149
Calgary 61 30 22 9 69 172 182
Vancouver 60 23 30 7 53 161 194
Edmonton 59 24 31 4 52 164 194
Arizona 59 17 32 10 44 143 197
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss. 
———

Wednesday’s Games
Chicago 3, Ottawa 2, SO
Anaheim 2, Dallas 0
Vegas 7, Calgary 3
Thursday’s Games
Columbus at Philadelphia, 4 p.m.
Minnesota at New Jersey, 4 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto, 4 p.m.
Washington at Florida, 4:30 p.m.
Buffalo at Detroit, 4:30 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Montreal, 4:30 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Ottawa, 4:30 p.m.
San Jose at Nashville, 5 p.m.
Colorado at Edmonton, 6 p.m.
Calgary at Arizona, 6 p.m.
Dallas at Los Angeles, 7:30 p.m.

Auto Racing
NASCAR Cup Series

FOLDS OF HONOR QUIKTRIP 500
Site: Atlanta Motor Speedway
Schedule: Friday, practice, 8:35 a.m. 

(FS1), qualifying, 2:15 p.m., (FS1); Saturday, 
practice, 11 a.m.; Sunday, race, 11 a.m., 
FOX.

Track: Atlanta Motor Speedway (oval, 1.5 
miles).

Race distance: 500.5 miles, 325 laps.
Last year: Brad Keselowski won the 

spring race in Atlanta after starting fifth.

Golf
PGA TOUR

HONDA CLASSIC
Site: Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
Course: PGA National. Yardage: 7,110. 

Par: 70.
Purse: $6.6 million. Winner’s share: 

$1,188,000.
Television: Thursday-Friday, 2-6 p.m. (Golf 

Channel); Saturday-Sunday, 1-2:45 p.m. 
(Golf Channel); 3-6 p.m. (CBS Sports).

Defending champion: Rickie Fowler.

Olympics
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics

Thursday TV Schedule
NBC
12 p.m. — Biathlon: Women’s 4x6km 

Relay Gold Medal Final; Nordic Combined: 
Team Gold Medal Final

5 p.m. — Figure Skating: Ladies’ Gold 
Medal Final (LIVE); Short Track Speedskat-
ing: Gold Medal Finals

9:35 p.m. — Freestyle Skiing: Women’s 
Ski Cross Gold Medal Final

NBCSN
2:20 a.m. — Biathlon: Women’s 4x6km 

Relay Gold Medal Final (LIVE); Nordic 
Combined: Men’s Team 4x5km Gold Medal 
Final (LIVE)

4:45 a.m. — Short Track Speed Skating: 
Gold Medal Finals; Medal Ceremonies

7:45 a.m. — Curling: Men’s & Women’s 
Tiebreaker

10:45 a.m. — Curling: Men’s Semifinal
1:45 p.m. — Hockey Game of the Day 

(replay)
4 p.m. — Olympic Ice; Figure Skating: 

Ladies’ Free Program (LIVE)
7 p.m. — Curling: Men’s Semifinal 

(replay); Short Track Speed Skating: Gold 
Medal Final

11 p.m. - Ice Hockey: Men’s Semifinal 
(LIVE)

CNBC 
2 p.m. — Curling: Men’s Semifinal

SCOREBOARD

24 straight Olympic games to 
go along with four consecu-
tive gold medals. It’s a streak 
of success in a women’s 
team sport second only to 
the United States’ basketball 
team’s current streak of six 
straight gold.

This was the eighth time 
these North American rivals 
met in the Olympics and the 
fifth with gold on the line. 
None of the previous seven 
were decided by more than 
two goals. 

U.S. coach Robb Stauber 
went with the 20-year-old 
Rooney in net for the biggest 
game of her career, but she 
was the goalie for each of the 
three games the Americans 
beat Canada last fall during 
their pre-Olympic exhibition 
tour, including Four Nations 
Cup title in November. 

Canada had Shannon 
Szabados, 31, in goal for her 
third Olympic gold medal 
game, and her teammates 
made her job very easy by 
keeping the puck in front 
of Rooney for most of the 
first period by dictating play. 
The Americans couldn’t use 
their speed or get organized 
even with two power plays 
until Sarah Nurse went in 
the box for interference late 
in the period. 

Knight gave the U.S. a 
1-0 lead with 25.4 seconds 
left in the first, redirecting 
a shot from Sidney Morin 
through Szabados’ pads 
giving the Americans a jolt 
of energy. 

That lasted only 2 minutes 
into the second when Irwin 
tipped a pass from Blayre 
Turnbull over Rooney’s left 
leg for Canada. When Morin 
lost the puck, Melodie 

Daoust grabbed it and passed 
to Meghan Agosta who hit 
Poulin for the wrister into 
the left side of the net at 6:55 
for a 2-1 lead. 

GOLD: Fifth time the rivals met 
in Olympics with gold on line
Continued from 1B
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Jocelyne Lamoureux-Davidson (17), of the United 
States, celebrates scoring the winning goal during 
the shootout period of the women’s gold medal hock-
ey game at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, 
South Korea on Thursday.

US’ Shiffrin gets silver in 
downhill combined, Vonn 
finishes off medal stand

(AP) — Michelle Gisin of Switzerland 
has won the women’s Alpine combined 
with an aggressive slalom run to edge 
American Mikaela Shiffrin at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics.

Lindsey Vonn, the leader after the 
downhill portion, made a mistake early in 
the slalom Thursday and didn’t finish in 
what’s likely her final Winter Games.

Gisin was nearly flawless in finishing 
in a combined time of 2 minutes, 20.90 
seconds to hold off silver medalist 
Shiffrin by 0.97 seconds. Wendy 
Holdener of Switzerland earned the 
bronze.

Shiffrin adds the silver medal to the 
gold she won earlier in the games in the 
giant slalom.

It was very likely the first and only 
Olympic race between U.S. teammates 
Vonn and Shiffrin. 
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