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Simmons, Mitchell and young NBA phenoms set for Rising Stars

By BRIAN MAHONEY
AP Basketball Writer

Ben Simmons thought he should
be an All-Star by now.

Yet each time Commissioner
Adam Silver needed to tab an
injury replacement from the Eastern
Conference, he looked in another
direction, to Simmons’ disappoint-
ment.

Simmons expressed disappoint-
ment he didn’t get the call.

Be patient, rookie. Simmons
will likely get his chance someday.
Maybe a bunch of them.

“He’s a young player that has a
bright future that is going to have
a long and steady All-Star career,”
Hall of Famer and TNT analyst
Reggie Miller said.

Same with Donovan Mitchell
and a few other first-year phenoms.

Those two guards head up a
deep rookie class and might be
neck-and-neck in this year’s NBA
rookie of the year race in which
both are worthy of winning.

“I’m going to throw it out there,
I like the whole Grant Hill and
Jason Kidd co-rookie of the years,”
Miller said. “I’ll throw that out
there now because I think both are
well-deserving of it.”

Hill and Kidd shared the award in
1995 and might enter the Naismith
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame
together this summer.

Perhaps Simmons and Mitchell
will be similarly linked years from
now.

They will be together Friday
night when the NBAs best first- and
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Utah Jazz guard Donovan Mitchell (45) and Philadelphia 76ers’ Ben
Simmons, the leading rookie of the year candidates, will play togeth-
er Friday when the NBA's best first- and second-year players com-
pete in the Rising Stars in Los Angeles to tip off All-Star weekend.

second-year players compete in the
Rising Stars in Los Angeles to kick
off All-Star weekend.

Simmons, the versatile 6-foot-10
point guard from the Philadelphia
76ers with six triple-doubles and
size and statistics that call to mind
a young Magic Johnson, and the
high-flying Mitchell from the
surging Utah Jazz will garner much
of the attention. But the rosters for
the game, which pits a U.S. team
against the World, show just how
deep the league is with young talent.

There’s Simmons’ teammate
Joel Embiid, who joins him on the
World squad, while the U.S. has

Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown,
who helped Boston lead the East
most of the season. Brandon Ingram
and Kyle Kuzma will play for the
U.S., though the hometown Lakers
lost out on a third player when
Lonzo Ball had to pull out because
of injury.

Dennis Smith Jr. of Dallas, who
like Mitchell will compete in the
Slam Dunk contest, also will suit up
for the Americans.

The rest of the rosters:

— U.S.: Kris Dunn (Chicago),
John Collins and Taurean Prince
(Atlanta) and De’Aaron Fox
(Sacramento). Rookie of the Year

Malcolm Brogdon of Milwaukee
was picked for the game but is
injured.

— World: Lauri Markkanen
(Chicago), Dario Saric (Philadel-
phia), Buddy Hield and Bogdan
Bogdanovic (Sacramento), Jamal
Murray ~ (Denver),  Domantas
Sabonis (Indiana), Frank Ntilikina
(New York) and Dillon Brooks
(Memphis).

The youngsters are winning
games and admirers with skills well
beyond their years. Clippers coach
Doc Rivers raved about Simmons
and Embiid — and said not to forget
the second-year Saric — after his
team was beaten in Philadelphia
last week.

“I’'m still very impressed some-
times,” he said. “I’ve still (had)
great first impressions.”

The only guys who don’t seem
impressed are the players them-
selves.

Not Simmons, the No. 1 pick of
the 2016 draft from LSU who had to
sit out a year with a foot injury but
expected to hit the ground running
once he could play.

“I mean I'm here for a reason
and obviously Philly chose me for
a reason, and I’ve spoken to Brett
(Brown) a lot when I was hurt and
he wanted me to run the team and
be the point guard,” the Australian
said. “So I know he trusts me and
has faith in me, and for myself I
know I definitely trust and believe
in myself.”

Same with Kuzma, even though
he came into the league from Utah
with far less fanfare after being

taken with the No. 27 pick, which
belonged to Brooklyn and was
traded to the Lakers. He’s gone on
to average nearly 16 points and
join Hall of Famers Jerry West and
Elgin Baylor as the only Lakers
rookies with three straight games of
25 or more.

“It’s pretty cool any time you’re
mentioned with guys that are Hall
of Famers or very important to this
game’s history,” Kuzma said.

“I kind of knew I was going to
play well,” he added. “If you don’t
have that confidence then you
shouldn’t be playing really.”

More important than just playing
well, they’ve helped their teams
have success. The 76ers have
won five straight and look like a
playoff team after a few dismal
years. Utah is even hotter, winning
an NBA-leading 11 in a row, and
Mitchell became the first rookie to
lead his team in scoring during a
streak that long.

The rookie leader with 19.6
points per game acknowledges
getting distracted earlier this season
by thinking too much about rookie
of the year and paying too much
attention to what his classmates
were doing after not being taken
until the No. 13 pick.

“So I kind of shut all that out and
just said I'm here to contribute to
my team in any way that I can and
help in any way that I can,” he said.

Once he did, his game — and the
Jazz — took off.

The league’s rising stars will
likely take off when they share the
spotlight Friday night.

BEAVERS: Head to USC next

BRIEFLY

left in the first half.

Oregon State’s defense tight-
ened, however, and the Beavers
pulled to within 38-34 before
UCLA settled for a 42-36 lead
at the half.

BIG PICTURE

Oregon State:  Will have
to finish strong in its last five
games to get above the .500
mark in conference play and
decent seeding for the confer-
ence tournament.

UP NEXT

Oregon State: The Beavers
head across town on Saturday
to play at USC, a team they lost
to in their first meeting 74-67 in
Corvallis.

Continued from 1B

Alfred Hollins led Oregon
State (13-12, 5-8) with 24
points. Stephen Thompson Jr.
had 13 points. The Bruins held
Beavers’ leading scorer Tres
Tinkle to 4-of-7 shooting and
11 points to snap Oregon State’s
two-game winning streak.

UCLA was able to overcome
its shooting woes by outre-
bounding the Beavers 51-33.

Prince Ali hit added 11 points
off the bench for UCLA, which
has won five of its last six.

The Bruins had their fast-
break rolling early, going up by
as many as 13 points with 7:50

Donato scores twice as
US downs Slovakia 2-1

GANGNEUNG, South Korea
(AP) — Ryan Donato scored two
power-play goals and Troy Terry
dominated with his speed as college
players led the United States to an
important 2-1 victory over Slovakia
on Friday at the Olympics.

Donato, who plays for his father
Ted at Harvard, delivered the kind
of offense USA Hockey wanted
when it picked four NCAA players
for its no-NHL Olympic roster.
Donato, Terry and American Hockey
League scoring star Chris Bourque
were all additions to the U.S. after
the pre-Olympic Deutschland Cup
in November, during which the

U.S. struggled to score, particularly
against Slovakia goaltender Jan Laco.

Laco was on top of his game,
stopping 29 of the 31 shots he faced.
Only this time, the Americans’ young
skill that coach Tony Granato hoped
would bring energy and spark the
team came through.

Goalie Ryan Zapolski made 21
saves for his first Olympic victory,
which is crucial considering only
the top four of 12 teams avoid the
qualification round Monday. With
the regulation win, the U.S. vaults to
the top of Group B with four points.
Slovakia was second with three,
followed by Slovenia and Russia.

The U.S. faces Russia in each
team’s final preliminary-round game
Saturday night.

Jokic records triple-
double in first half as
Nuggets topple Bucks

MILWAUKEE (AP) Nikola
Jokic had a triple-double wrapped
up in the first half, and the Denver
Nuggets put together one of the best
3-point shooting nights in league
history in a 134-123 victory over
the Milwaukee Bucks on Thursday
night.

Denver matched a franchise
record with 24 3-pointers, one shy of
the NBA record, on 40 attempts.

Jokic finished with 30 points,

15 rebounds and a career-high 17
assists, reaching a triple-double with
1:54 remaining in the second quarter.

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR
AD ON THE FIRST DAY
OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make
any necessary corrections,
we can not be responsible
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you!

CLASSIFIED LINE AD
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com

UPCOMING GARAGE OR
ESTATE SALE?

Call 1-800-962-2819

to advertise it in our
classified section and get
your sale out there!
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HAVING storage problems? Why
not sell no-longer-used items with
a fastworking classifed ad?

EASTERN OREGON

Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication

We accept: c

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over E
EAST OREGONIAN « HERMISTON HERALD « BLUE MOUNTAIN EAGLE « WALLO

154 Holiday Happen-

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad!
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ZCLASSIFIEDS!

502 Real Estate

NOW is the TIME to explore all
the possibilities for your new
home. Call 541 377 6855 today
for Reliable Representation.
Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Attention Sellers, Winter can be
a great time to sell as you avoid
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a
free Market Analysis.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

Ketpl

e classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8
ours, leave a voicemail and we'll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@
East Ore

211 S.E. Byers Ave.
Pendleton, OR 97801

502 Real Estate 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale

GET A JUMP START on Spring
to find your new home-Multiple
listing allows your agent to find
the property to suit you. Call
Kerry.
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave
541-377-6855

DROP by for a coffee and hon-

est professional guidance to find

the house on your wishlist. You

can choose from available prop-

erties all over the county to suit

your budget and style.

Turn Here Realty & Travel

305 SW Court
541-377-6855

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room. Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots. Two
double car garages and much
more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

504 Homes for Sale

RMLS# 17194278 Cute 3 bed-
room 1 bath home with up-
grades. Seller motivated. Bring
an offer. Priced at $143,500.
Call Cathy (541) 215-0103.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

Current MLS listings include
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions. Call Matt Vogler, “The
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.
541.377.9470

FSBO
3 bedroom, gas heat/ wood
stove, 3 garages, $95,000
128 SE 4th, Pendleton
541-240-9808

$232,000- NEW LISTING. Nice
North Hill location backs to
wheat field. Hardwood floors,
tile, sunroom. Double garage,
newer furnace, newer roof. Call
Dori 541-310-1001 cell.
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$264,900- McKay Park area!
3200sf (m/l), 4 bedroom, 3 bath
home on quiet cul de sac. 2 car
garage with a work shop behind.
Tons of storage. Kevin 541-969-
8243. #17431629
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

Call the “Weekend & After Hours
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you. Available
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

REDUCED-- $69,900-CHURCH
for home or business---Make
this one your own special
place--currently used as home
--4/5/6 bedrooms... how will it
work for you? #17615728 Water
St Weston.
Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

$249,000- HORSES IN TOWN/
3.68 acres. 3 bedroom, 2 bath
w/family room, 1 level. Fenced,
carport. Water rights. Buried
irrigation on timer on portion
w/water rights. Vicki 541-969-
9441 cell #16438594
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

$499,999- Beautiful home with
amazing views. 4+/- acres.
Priced below assessed values.
Call Shane at 541-379-7802
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

$189,900- Views! Classic
mid-century, daylight base-
ment home. 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
hardwood floors, full basement.
Large deck, fenced private
backyard. Great location! Jef
541-969-9539 cell. #17092551
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$45,000- PRICE REDUCED!
GREAT VIEWS/ 1.49 ACRES
ON 2 CITY TAX LOTS. Zoned
for stick built or manufactured
home. City sewer/ water to
property. Cari 541-377-5058
cell #13575330
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

s

Broker

SAT.- FEB. 171, 11:00am -1:00pm
213 I}IIIIIINT )

THIS HOME IS A MUST-SEE! Awesome street appeal with rock facade
and wood siding. 3 bedroom, 2 bath home has been totally rebuilt.
Double pane windows, metal roof, all new wiring, plumbing, and
electrical. New kitchen cabinets, flooring, and countertops. Backs to
alley for easy access. Like stepping into your own custom-built dream
home. Marsha Morgan 541-377-5152cell. #17599106
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DLDWELL
BANKER O

WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

37 SE Dorion Ave
541-276-0021

www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com




