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U.S. intel sees signs of Russian
meddling in midterm elections

By DEB RIECHMANN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Three
of the nation’s top intelli-
gence officials confirmed
Tuesday that they have
seen evidence of Russian
meddling in the upcoming
midterm elections — part of
what they say is Moscow’s
escalating cyber assault on
American and European
democracies.

“We have seen Russian
activity and intentions to
have an impact on the next
election cycle,” CIA Director
Mike Pompeo told the Senate
intelligence committee.

National Intelligence
Director Dan Coats and
Adm. Mike Rogers, the head
of the National Security
Agency, agreed that Russia’s
interference  is  ongoing.
“This is not going to change
or stop,” Rogers said.

They didn’t describe the
activity, other than to say it
was related to information
warfare.

“This is pervasive,” Coats
said. “The Russians have
a strategy that goes well
beyond what is happening in
the United States. While they
have historically tried to do
these types of things, clearly
in 2016 they upped their
game. They took advantage,
a sophisticated advantage of
social media. They are doing
that not only in the United
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FBI Director Christopher Wray, left, and Director of National Intelligence Dan Coats,
center, arrive for a Senate Select Committee on Intelligence hearing on worldwide
threats, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2018, in Washington.

States but doing it throughout
Europe and perhaps else-
where.”

u.s. intelligence
concluded Moscow inter-
fered in the 2016 presidential
election, which has led to the
current FBI investigation into
possible Trump campaign
connections. Russia denies
the allegations and President
Donald Trump has called the
FBI probe a witch hunt.

The three testified in
Congress on the same day
that the intelligence commu-
nity released its annual
report on global threats. The

report predicted Russian
intelligence agencies will
disseminate more  false
information over Russian
state-controlled media and
through fake online personas
to spread anti-American
views and exacerbate social
and political divides in the
United States.

Pompeo had said earlier
that he expected that Russia
would insert itself in the
midterms in which Republi-
cans and Democrats will vie
for control of the House and
Senate. And last week, Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson

told Fox News that the U.S.
is seeing “certain behaviors”
of Russian meddling in
elections in the Northern
Hemisphere, including “in
the U.S.” this year. But the
latest  testimony actually
confirmed that it is occurring.

Coats said the details of
any meddling needs to be
shared with the American
people. He said there should
be a national outcry — that
people need to stand up and
say, “We’re not going to
allow some Russian to tell us
how to vote, how to run our
country.”

Police recommend
corruption charges
for Netanyahu

JERUSALEM (AP)
Israeli  police on
Tuesday recommended
that Benjamin Netanyahu
be indicted on bribery and
breach of trust charges in
a pair of corruption cases,
dealing an embarrassing
blow to the embattled prime
minister that is likely to fuel
calls for him to step down.

Netanyahu angrily
rejected the accusations,
which included accepting
nearly $300,000 in gifts
from a pair of billionaires.
He accused police of being
on a witch hunt and vowed
to remain in office and even
seek re-election.

“I will continue to lead
the state of Israel respon-
sibly and loyally as long as
you, the citizens of Israel,
choose me to lead you,”
an ashen-faced Netanyahu
said in a televised address.
“l am sure that the truth
will come to light. And I
am sure that also in the next
election that will take place
on time I will win your trust
again, with God’s help.”

The recommendations
marked a dramatic ending
to a more than yearlong

investigation into  alle-
gations that Netanyahu
accepted  gifts from

Hollywood mogul Arnon
Milchan and Australian
billionaire James Packer,

Benjamin Netanyahu

and suspicions that he
offered to give preferential
treatment to a newspaper
publisher in exchange for
favorable coverage.

The recommendations
now go to Attorney General
Avihai Mendelblit, who
will review the material
before deciding whether to
file charges. Netanyahu can
remain in office during that
process, which is expected
to drag on for months.

But with a cloud
hanging over his head, he
could soon find himself
facing calls to step aside.
During similar circum-
stances a decade ago,
Netanyahu, as opposition
leader, urged then-Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert
to resign during a police
investigation, saying a
leader “sunk up to his neck
in interrogations” could
not govern properly.

Trump prods Congress amid ‘last chance’ debate on immigration

WASHINGTON (AP) —
A high-stakes Senate debate
over immigration got off to
a halting start Tuesday, with
Republican and Democratic
leaders  immediately ~ at
loggerheads over how to
move forward and President
Donald Trump  warning
this was the “last chance”
to extend protections to
“Dreamer” immigrants.

Trump issued the warning
in a morning tweet as the

Senate opened what was
billed as an unusual and
open-ended debate on a
host of immigration issues.
Democrats had pushed for the
debate, hopeful they might be
able to craft a piece of legisla-
tion in real time on the Senate
floor — or at least force
Republicans on the record on
some difficult issues.

But the experiment in
legislating didn’t go very far.

Senate Majority Leader
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Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
began the process by
throwing his weight behind
legislation based on the presi-
dent’s priorities.

To kick the
off, McConnell proposed
allowing  Republicans  to
bring up an amendment
targeting cities that don’t fully
cooperate with federal immi-
gration authorities, so-called
“sanctuary cities.” Then,
Democrats would bring up

debate

legislation of their choosing.
Amendments gaining 60
votes would become part of
the broader immigration bill.

The Senate’s top Demo-
crat, Chuck Schumer of New
York, quickly objected.

“To begin the debate as the
Republican leader suggests
would be getting off on the
wrong foot,” Schumer said.
“Very partisan.”

Schumer wants McCo-
nnell to bring up legislation

that incorporates President
Donald Trump’s priorities
and a second, much narrower
bill from Sens. John McCain,
R-Ariz.,, and Chris Coons,
D-Del.

His reasoning: The legis-
lation should address the
population of young immi-
grants that lawmakers from
both parties say they want
to help, rather than deal with
side issues such as punishing
sanctuary cities.

McConnell replied:
“I’'m not trying to dictate to
them what they offer. They
shouldn’t be trying to dictate
to us what we offer. We ought
to just get started.”

The disagreement pushed
any immigration-related
votes into Wednesday. That
gives a group of moderate
lawmakers more time to
come up with a package that
could generate 60 votes in the
Senate.
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