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Budget win all around; now for immigration

By ALAN FRAM

Associated Press
WASHINGTON —
Republican leaders, top
Democrats and President
Donald Trump are all

claiming big wins in the
$400 billion budget agree-
ment signed into law Friday.
But the push to pass the
massive legislation under-
scored enduring divisions
within both parties, and
those rifts are likely to make
the next fight over immigra-
tion even more challenging.

In Washington’s latest
display of governance by
brinkmanship, the bipartisan
accord bolstering military
and domestic programs and
deepening federal deficits
crossed the finish line just
before dawn — but not
before the government shut
down overnight.

Passage left nerves
frayed and Democrats
with little leverage to force
congressional action on their
most high-profile priority:
preventing deportation
of hundreds of thousands
of the young immigrants
who arrived in the U.S. as
children and remain here
without permanent legal
protection.

Lawmakers rushed to
limit the disruption and
impact over the lapse
in government funding,
voting in the middle of the
night to reopen agencies
before workers were due to
report to the office. It was
the government’s second
shutdown in three weeks,
and most lawmakers were
eager to avoid a big show of
dysfunction in an election
year.

Sen. Rand Paul did not
share the urgency. Late
Thursday, the tea party
leader and  Kentucky
Republican put the brakes
on the bill in protest over
Congress’ sudden willing-
ness to embrace big deficit
spending. Paul noted that he
and many in his party railed
against deficit when Demo-
crats held the White House,
but now seemed willing
to look the other way with
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., waves as he leaves the Senate
chamber early Friday on Capitol Hill in Washington, after the Senate passed a bud-
get deal and spending measure to reopen the federal government.

A budget like the Pentagon has never seen

WASHINGTON (AP) — 1It’s the
biggest budget the Pentagon has ever
$700 billion. That’s far more in
defense spending than America’s two
nearest competitors, China and Russia,
and will mean the military can foot the bill
for thousands more troops, more training,

seen:

more ships and a lot else.

And next year it would rise to $716
the two-year deal
provides what Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis says is needed to pull the military
out of a slump in combat readiness at a
time of renewed focus on the stalemated
conflict in Afghanistan and the threat of
war on the Korean peninsula.

The budget bill that President Donald
includes

billion. Together,

Trump signed Friday

Republicans in control.

He said he hoped his
stand would teach conser-
vatives “to not accept just
anything because it comes
from a GOP Congress.”

Paul’s  call  clearly
angered Republican leaders
— Sen. John Cornyn called
it “grossly irresponsible”
— and it exposed a contra-
diction that may come to
haunt Republicans as they
try to fire up conservatives

spending increases for the military: The
Pentagon will get $94 billion more this
budget year than last -- a 15.5 percent jump.
It’s the biggest year-over-year windfall
since the budget soared by 26.6 percent,
from $345 billion in 2002 to $437 billion the
year after, when the nation was fighting in

Afghanistan, invading Iraq and expanding

national defense after the 9/11 attacks.

The extra money is not targeted at
countering a new enemy or a singular
threat like al-Qaida extremists or the
former Soviet Union. Instead the infusion
is being sold as a fix for a broader set of
problems, including a deficit of training,

a need for more hi-tech missile defenses,

huge

in midterm elections.

The budget measure
provides Pentagon spending
increases sought by Trump
and the GOP, more money
for  domestic  agencies
demanded by Democrats
and $89 billion that both
wanted for disaster relief.
The two-year pact, which
also continues the govern-
ment’s authority to borrow
money,  postpones  any
possible federal default or

Trump insists on revisions for Dem memo

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— Citing national security
concerns, the White House
on Friday formally notified
the  House intelligence
committee that President
Donald Trump is “unable”
to declassify a memo drafted
by Democrats that counters
GOP allegations about abuse
of government surveillance
powers in the FBI’s Russia
probe.

White House counsel Don
McGahn said in a letter to
the committee that the memo
contains “numerous properly
classifitd and especially
sensitive passages” and asked
the intelligence panel to

revise the memo with the help
of the Justice Department. He
said Trump is still “inclined”
to release the memo in the
interest of transparency if
revisions are made.

The president’s rejection
of the Democratic memo is
in contrast to his enthusiastic
embrace of releasing the
Republican document, which
he pledged before reading to
make public. The president
declassified the document
last week, allowing its
publication in full over the
objections of the Justice
Department.

The top Democrat on the
intelligence panel, California

Rep. Adam Schiff, criticized
Trump for treating the two
documents differently, saying
the president is now seeking
revisions by the same
committee that produced the
original Republican memo.

Trump has said the GOP
memo “vindicates’ him in the
ongoing Russia investigation
led by special counsel Robert
Mueller. But congressional
Democrats and Republicans,
including House Speaker
Paul Ryan and Rep. Trey
Gowdy of South Carolina,
who helped draft the GOP
memo, have said it shouldn’t
be used to undermine the
special counsel.
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and the start of a complete recapitaliza-
tion of the nuclear weapons arsenal.

secured from GOP leaders
the promise of a debate and
vote on a deal to protect the
younger immigrants from
deportation.

“Democrats have
fought hard but, in the end,
many opted to say yes to
other priorities and leave
Dreamers behind,” said
Frank Sharry, executive
director of the pro-immi-
gration America’s Voice.
He called that decision
plus opposition by many
Republicans “inhumane and
indecent.”

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
set next Monday as the start
of a free-wheeling immi-
gration battle, a debate he
promised when Democrats
agreed to vote to reopen
the government last month.
Ryan hasn’t scheduled
House consideration, infu-
riating Democrats, but he
said Friday, “We will focus
on bringing that debate
to this floor and finding a
solution.”

Democrats  want to
extend the Obama-era
Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals program,
or DACA, which lets the
immigrants temporarily live
and work in the U.S. but that
Trump would end March 5.
The Democrats also want
to make the immigrants
eligible for citizenship or
permanent residence.

In exchange, Trump
wants $25 billion to build
his  beloved, proposed
U.S.-Mexico border wall
and other barriers. He also
wants reductions in legal
immigration, including
limiting the relatives whom
legal residents can sponsor

likely shutdowns until after
the November elections.
But the 652-page budget
bill says nothing about
protection for the “Dreamer”
immigrants. That omission
largely explains why a
quarter of Senate Demo-
crats and two-thirds of
House Democrats voted no,
and why immigration now
because the next battle. In
January, after a three-day
closure, Senate Democrats

and eliminating a lottery
that offers visas to residents
of diverse countries.
There’s no  obvious
compromise that could
win the 60 votes from
Republicans and Democrats
needed to prevail in the
Senate. The most promising
outcome may be a narrow
bill  extending DACA

protections for a year or so
and providing some border
security money for Trump.

U.S. stocks
swing back
to gains

By ALEX VEIGA
AP Business Writer

A late-afternoon rally
reversed steep losses for
U.S. stocks Friday, lifting the
Dow Jones industrial average
more than 300 points and
capping a turbulent week
on Wall Street that left the
market with its steepest
weekly slide in two years.

The big point swings that
pummeled stocks reflected
a return of volatility after
an unprecedented period of
calm. Until this week, the
market had not endured a 5
percent drop since January
2016.

“There’s a fair amount of
volatility in the market, and
our belief is the volatility
is leaving investors riddled
with stress and uncertainty,
which is likely to continue,”
said Terry Sandven, chief
equity strategist at U.S. Bank
Wealth Management.

The swiftness of the
market’s slide into a correc-
tion, or a drop of at least 10
percent from a recent peak,
was unparalleled. The Stan-
dard & Poor’s 500 index, the
benchmark for many index
funds, took only nine days
to fall 10 percent from its
all-time high on Jan. 26.

“The S&P 500 hasn’t
moved into correction mode
this quickly, ever,” said
Lindsey Bell, investment
strategist at CFRA Research.

Since hitting that high last
month, the S&P 500 has lost
about $2.49 trillion.

For a while Friday, it was
anybody’s guess whether the
weeklong sell-off would ease
or worsen. Stocks struggled
to stabilize much of the
day as investors sent prices
climbing, then slumping in
unsteady trading a day after
the market entered its first
correction in two years.

The Dow Jones briefly
sank 500 points after surging
more than 349 points earlier
in the day and then swung to
a 330-point gain in the final
hour of trading.
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NEW 2017 JEEP
RENEGADE
LATITUDE 4X4

Altitude Pk
Pwr/ emovable Sunroof

$30,155
Combined Factory Rebate..................... $5 500
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NEW 2017 RAM
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NEW 2017 RAM
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*62,499
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2016 DODGE
GRAND CARAVAN

42k Miles, Quad Buckets

0—o0
16,388

T5861P

2014 FORD
ESCAPE 4X4

35k Miles

A
] g S i
» f ‘

0—©
*16,988

T2384A

2016 JEEP
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Fully Equipped!
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2017 JEEP
CHEROKEE 4X4

Fully Equlpped' Must See!
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*18,988

T5815P

2015 JEEP RENEGADE
LIMITED 4X4

Leather, Lgaded!

*18,999

T5832P

2006 CHEVY
SILVERADO 4X4

SXT,

s18 999
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2017 DODGE
CHARGER AWD

*20,988

26k Miles, Must See!
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T5835P T21

2006 DODGE
RAM 2500 4X4

162k Miles, Auto
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23,111

2014 FORD
F-150 4X4

Leather, SuperCrew, Lariat

98,988

T2121A
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