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SEATTLE — As general 
manager Jerry Dipoto accu-
rately explained, the Seattle 
Mariners are a team stuck in 
the middle.

They’re not in the position 
of rebuilding. They have 
enough talent and enough 
veterans — with big contracts 
— to be competitive. But 
they’re not among the elite 
of the American League, 
including the Houston Astros 
in their own division.

So as the Mariners head 
to spring training next 
week, they’ll do so in a very 
awkward position. Their 
everyday lineup is already 
established. Their pitching — 
led by lefty James Paxton — 
could be strong if key players 
perform up to expectations. 
Seattle very well could be 
in contention for a playoff 
spot in the American League 
and possibly end the longest 
playoff drought in baseball.

But no one believes Seattle 
is in position to compete with 
the superpowers of the league.

“What gets me in an 
urgent position every day 
is understanding where our 
roster is, how to build this 
group into a playoff scenario, 
and let them do what they 
do,” Dipoto said.

Here’s what else to watch 
as the Mariners begin spring 
training in Peoria, Arizona:

NEW LOOK: The two 
biggest offseason additions 
for Seattle were trades to 
acquire Dee Gordon from 
Miami and Ryon Healy from 
Oakland. Each move comes 
with uncertainty because 
both players are being asked 
to make positional changes. 
Gordon is moving from 
second base to center field, 
while Healy will be the 
full-time first baseman after 
spending the majority of his 
career at third base. Gordon 
will be slotted into the leadoff 
role, dropping Jean Segura to 
second in the batting order, 
but should help lengthen 
Seattle’s lineup. The one big 
move made in free agency 
was getting right-handed 
reliever Juan Nicasio to help 
in the bullpen. Nicasio could 

end up being the crucial eighth 
inning bridge for Seattle.

ROOKIES TO WATCH: 
Because of how established 
Seattle is at most positions 
there won’t be a whole lot 
of new faces likely making 
the squad out of spring 
training. The bullpen is the 
one area where some young 
arms could flash, perhaps 

none more than Max Povse. 
The tall right-hander was 
forced into making his debut 
last year as part of Seattle’s 
rotating door of pitchers. But 
it was a difficult position for 
Povse and he struggled in his 
limited time. His ability to 
earn a spot in the bullpen out 
of spring training could be big 
for Seattle’s plans.

THEY’RE SET: From 
a position player standpoint, 
the Mariners are set. Healy 
will get every chance to be the 
starting first baseman. Gordon 
will anchor the outfield 
with Ben Gamel and Mitch 
Haniger flanking him on the 
corners. Even the backups are 
set with Andrew Romine and 
Guillermo Heredia as reserves 
that will likely see plenty of 
playing time. Injuries would 
seem to be the only way 
Seattle’s everyday lineup gets 
disturbed entering spring.

THEY’RE NOT: The 
backend of Seattle’s starting 
rotation is the biggest ques-
tion entering spring training. 
The Mariners are set at the top 
with James Paxton and Mike 
Leake. They are hopeful Felix 
Hernandez can stay healthy 
and be far more effective than 
he was last season. It’s the 
final two or three spots that 
need to be solved and while 
the Mariners have arms to 
choose from, each is filled 
with questions. Lefty Marco 
Gonzales is out of options and 
will be given every opportu-
nity to make the club out 

of spring. Erasmo Ramirez 
pitched well after being 
acquired from Tampa Bay last 
summer. Ariel Miranda was 
Seattle’s best pitcher at times 
last season, but faded late. 
Andrew Moore was another 
that showed flashes but was 
not good when he struggled.

Finding consistency for 
those final couple of spots 
will be critical to help a 
bullpen that’s been overused 
the past two seasons.

ON DECK: Keep an eye 
on third baseman Kyle Seager 
during spring training. He’s 
a notorious slow starter, but 
last year he never completely 
overcame his sluggish begin-
ning and his .249 batting 
average was the lowest of his 
career. Seattle can’t afford 
a staple in the middle of its 
batting order to have another 
awful start. Hernandez will 
also see his work ramped up 
during the spring. Rather than 
a slow approach as the past, 
Hernandez will see regular 
work from the beginning of 
spring training in the hopes 
he can carry a full load in his 
first start.

Mariners head to spring stuck in awkward middle ground
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The backend of Seattle’s starting rotation is the big-
gest question entering spring training. The Mariners 
are set at the top with James Paxton and Mike Leake.  
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Scouting locations 
across bay in Tampa

Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — Tampa 
Bay Rays owner Stuart Stern-
berg wants to make a historic 
neighborhood in Tampa the 
next home of the perennially 
low-drawing team, which wants 
to shift across the bay from St. 

Petersburg.
Sternberg said at a news 

conference Friday the Rays will 
focus their new ballpark search 
on the east side of the bay at a 
14-acre site in Ybor City, just 
north of Ybor Channel.

It’s the first time the team has 
publicly stated its preference for 
Tampa over St. Petersburg, its 
home since the franchise started 
play in 1998.

Sternberg and baseball 

Commissioner Rob Manfred 
say Tropicana Field, the last 
fixed dome stadium in the major 
leagues, is inadequate. Tampa 
Bay drew a major league-low 
1.25 million fans last year, 
including the team’s smallest 
crowd ever at the ballpark on 
the west side of the bay, 6,509 
against Minnesota on Sept. 5.

The timeline of such a project 
is unclear. A new ballpark likely 
will cost more than $700 million.

Rays owner wants new ballpark

CUTE AND UPDATED! Seller has added a lot of nice extras to 
this ranch style home.  3 bed, 1 bath.  Kitchen appliances stay, 
large pantry and utility room. Newer electrical panel, central 
air/furnace, windows, front door. Shop/outbuilding, fenced 
backyard. Marsha Morgan 541-377-5152cell.  #17336625

37 SE Dorion Ave

541-276-0021
www.coldwellbankerwhitney.comWHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

$140,000                                                                                          

Open House!
SAT.- FEB. 10Th, 11:00Am -1:00pm

260 COLLEGE ST, ADAmS, OR.

Marsha
Morgan
Broker

REDUCED

504 Homes for Sale

BUD WILSON  

PRICE REDUCTION - Gor-
geous Custom Built Home,3 
bedrooms, 2 baths all one level, 
vaulted living area.  Large shop 
30X40 with downstairs shop 
area, workbench, 3/4 bath.  Up-
stairs is a guest quarters with 
full bath, large rec room and 
additional room.  Room for rv.  
Owner is listing agent and li-
censed Principal Broker in State 
of Oregon. NOW $339,000.  Call 
Shelly  541-379-4382  
Clark Jennings & Associates, 

OR LLC
541-278-9275    

BUYER meets seller every day 
of the week in the classified 
columns of this newspaper.

507 Homes
w/Acreage

$475,000- 7.5 acres, 4626 
sf(m/l), 5 bedroom, 3 bath home.  
Custom kitchen.  TV/game 
room in the basement, with an 
inside work shop.  New well, 
pump.    Kevin @ 541-969-8243.   
#18346580

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

Immaculate home lying on 94 
acres m/l between Pilot Rock 
and Pendleton,  Home has 3 
bedrooms, 2,5 baths with at-
tached guest house with 1 
bedroom, 1 bath and two car 
garage.  There is a shop, hired 
hand home, storage buildings, 
and beautiful landscaping.  Part 
of the acreage is in alfalfa, part 
is in orchard grass, water rights 
and fully fenced.  Very nicely 
done.  Call Ned at 519-386-7541 
or Milne at 541-377-7787 for 
more details. 
Clark Jennings & Associates

541-278-9275

504 Homes for Sale

Just reduced price for this gor-
geous upgraded manufactured 
home with tremendous view of 
City!! Home has  3 bedrooms, 2 
bath with oversized attached ga-
rage.  Granite like counter-tops, 
walk-in master shower, dog 
kennel, underground sprinklers.  
Ready to move into.  $229,000.  
Call Milne Purchase McLaughlin 
541-377-7787
Clark Jennings & Associates, 

OR LLC
541-278-9275  

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising 
in this paper is subject to 
the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national or-
igin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. Famil-
ial status includes children 
under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women, and people 
securing custody of children 
under 18.
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which 
is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free 
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.  

504 Homes for Sale

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470        

 

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal 
cabin.  Cabin is one bedroom 
with bathroom. Enclosed porch 
that could be used for additional
sleeping area.  Wood burning 
fireplace. Private and Cozy.  Re-
duced to $89,900.  Call Cathy 
for more info  (541) 215-0103..

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$329,900- So much to enjoy!  
3 bed, 3 bath with great room 
plus large family room.  Kitchen: 
granite counters, stainless appli-
ances. Gas fireplaces. Two lots 
w/deck space looking toward 
park. Vicki 541-969-9441 cell. 
#17297249

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$140,000- ADAMS/ Cute and 
updated!  3 bed, 1 bath ranch 
style home.  Large pantry, utili-
ty room. Newer electrical panel, 
central air furnace, windows.  
Shop/outbuilding, fenced back-
yard.  Marsha 541-377-5152 cell.  
#17336625

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.  Two 
double car garages and much 
more.  MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690      

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath 
Home.  Very nice throughout.  
210x100 Lot.  Detached garage.  
Garden area. Fenced Yard.  
Vinyl Siding. Very nice home.  
MLS# 17230137 
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690  

REDUCED! $314,500- THIS IS 
NOT A DRIVEBY!!  2,921 square 
feet on .38 of an acre.  Home 
was remodeled in 2009 with 
added on great room and mas-
ter bedroom and bath.  Kitchen 
has been totally updated, 4 bed-
rooms total and 3 bathrooms.  
This is a hard to find home 
with all this space on one level.  
Come take a look!!! Call Milne at 
541-377-7787. 
Clark Jennings & Associates,

541-278-9275

504 Homes for Sale

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

541.377.9470

Call the “Weekend & After Hours 
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you.   Available 
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call 
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

RMLS# 17422889 CUTE HOME 
in Pilot Rock. Nice size lot with 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath carport. Dog 
kennel. Room to add on.  Priced 
to sell at $83,000.  Owner is mo-
tivated. Call Cathy at (541) 215-
0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$177,900- 3 bed, 2 bath w/
master suite, new master bath-
room.  Deck, dog kennel, play 
structure.  Updates include roof, 
HVAC, windows, exterior doors, 
garage door, electrical.  Jef 541-
969-9539 cell.  #17688085

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$38,000- Move-in ready!  Old-
er manufactured home in great 
condition.  2 bed, 1 bath.  Range, 
refrigerator, washer/dryer stay.  
2 car carport. Newer roof and 
heat pump.  Nicely landscaped.  
Dori 541-310-1001 cell.

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$250,000- Beautiful 2832sf(m/l) 
Craftsman, corner lot on North 
Hill.  4 bed, 2 bath w/hard-
wood floors in living room, tile 
floors in kitchen.  Covered front 
porch.  Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.  
#18356609

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$125,000- Ukiah/ Country living 
set in the mountains.  Remod-
eled cabin like home.  Large 
deck to enjoy the views and 
wildlife w/large yard, large shop.  
Carolyn 541-786-0822 cell.  
#17660017

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$59,900- INVESTORS! 2 bed-
room 1 bath home is in need of 
rehab, but has great potential 
with newer roof, pleasant lay-
out, nice-sized rooms, single 
garage.   Molly 541-969-4188.  
#18084666

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

REDUCED-- $69,900-CHURCH 
for home or business---Make 
this one your own special 
place--currently used as home 
--4/5/6 bedrooms... how will it 
work for you? #17615728 Water 
St Weston.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855  

487 Bargain Bin

502 Real Estate

NOW is the TIME to explore all 
the possibilities for your new 
home. Call 541 377 6855 today 
for Reliable Representation.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Attention Sellers, Winter can be 
a great time to sell as you avoid 
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a 
free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

Reach the buyer 

you are looking 

for with a low cost, 

effective 

classified ad.
DROP by for a coffee and hon-
est professional guidance to find 
the house on your wishlist. You 
can choose from available prop-
erties all over the county to suit 
your budget and style.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
305 SW Court
541-377-6855

    

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home-Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. Call 
Kerry.

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  

305 SW Court Ave 
541-377-6855

  

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.  Two 
double car garages and much 
more.  MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690    

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931      

RMLS# 17194278  Cute 3 bed-
room 1 bath home with up-
grades. Seller motivated.  Bring 
an offer.  Priced at $143,500.
Call Cathy (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931    

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

GET A JOB...
check out the employment 

Classifieds today!

110 Announcements

EFRAIN CORONA 

Laurie Doherty will not be paint-
ing windows for St Patrick’s Day 
due to a shoulder injury. She is 
planning on painting her 48th 
year of Roundup windows this 
year and completing her goal for 

50 years in 2020.

184 Personals

SHARON WAHL 

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

254 Boating Parts &
Accessories

YVONNE WELLS  

354 Auction Sales

AUCTION
US GOVERNMENT 

BANK REPOS
Sunday February 11th, 

9:00am
312 N 20th Avenue Pasco 

Over 70 Passenger cars & Vans, 
Motor Homes, Scissor Lift, Coo-
per Wire, Computers, Commer-
cial Restaurant Equipment and 
Tools, 13.5% BUYERS PREMI-
UM FOR CATALOGUES www.
vailauctioneers.com On-line 

bidding. 509-543-3566
 WALIC #2175   

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com               1-800-962-2819

EASTERN OREGON

marketplace


