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By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Martin 
Truex Jr. has been all over the 
country during his brief reign as 
NASCAR’s newest champion.

Since winning his first Cup title 
in November, Truex has celebrated 
in Las Vegas, New York, Denver, 
Charlotte, Toronto and last week, 
Minneapolis, where he watched his 
beloved Philadelphia Eagles win 
the Super Bowl.

It was the final party for Truex, 
who goes back to work this week 
along with the rest of NASCAR 
to get ready for the 2018 season. 
The season-opening Daytona 500 
is Feb. 18, and qualifying for “The 
Great American Race” is Sunday.

Truex will get back behind 
the wheel of his No. 78 Toyota at 
Daytona International Speedway 
and race in an exhibition all-star 
event Sunday. It will be the first 
look at the Colorado-based Furni-
ture Row Racing team since it 
manhandled the competition most 
of last year.

Truex led nearly every statistical 
category in 2017, including notching 
a series-leading eight victories.

“I feel zero pressure about 
starting the new season,” Truex 
said. “We’re comfortable in what 
we are doing and having a lot of fun 
at the same time.”

Truex doesn’t have a teammate 
this year as Furniture Row moves 
back to a one-car operation. The 
change is one of the small ripples 
in a major wave that affected the 
NASCAR landscape.

Erik Jones, who had been on 
loan to Furniture Row, moved to 
Joe Gibbs Racing. To make room 
for Jones, JGR had to bounce Matt 
Kenseth from his ride even though 
the two-time Daytona 500 winner 
didn’t really want to retire.

Kenseth wasn’t alone: Danica 
Patrick lost her ride, making the 
Daytona 500 her final NASCAR 
race, and Kasey Kahne was forced 
out at Hendrick Motorsports and 
took a lesser job with Leavine 
Family Racing that created decent 
upheaval among the mid-pack 

racers.
Dale Earnhardt Jr. retired at the 

end of last season, but will still have 
a very heavy NASCAR presence. 
He will serve as grand marshal for 
the Daytona 500, will be part of 
NBC’s broadcast team and has been 
very clear he wants to be part of 
NASCAR’s future in a non-driving 
role.

The on-track attention will focus 
on NASCAR’s young drivers. 
Hendrick Motorsports hired 
Xfinity Series champion William 
Byron to replace Kahne and slid 

Alex Bowman into Earnhardt’s 
seat. Hendrick still has seven-time 
champion Jimmie Johnson in the 
stable as well as budding star Chase 
Elliott.

Elliott spent the past two years 
driving the No. 24 but is switching 
to the No. 9 — the number his Hall 
of Fame father donned for most 
of his career. Before Earnhardt Jr. 
locked down NASCAR’s most 
popular driver award, Bill Elliott 
owned the category. With Chase 
Elliott now in the No. 9 Chevrolet, 
fans may flock to his camp.

But Elliott is out to win races and 
not a popularity contest. Entering 
his third season in the Cup Series, 
he’s still seeking his first victory.

“There’s guys that people like 
and there’s guys that people don’t 
like. That’s what makes the sport, 
not just one person that everybody 
likes,” Elliott said.

“Not everybody liked Dale. 
That’s just the facts. Most people 
did. The majority did. But a lot of 
other people have other drivers, too.  
It’s not just about one person.”

Team Penske has expanded to 
three cars to add Ryan Blaney to its 
lineup, and he’s already a hit with 
fans. Close friend Bubba Wallace 
got a promotion to the Cup Series 
this season and will drive for 
Richard Petty Motorsports.

Wallace is the first black driver 
to win a national series NASCAR 
race since 1963. Jones and Daniel 
Suarez, the only Mexican driver in 
the Cup Series, make up the other 
half of Gibbs’ lineup.

The grid is getting younger and 
younger, and there’s been disagree-

ment among veteran drivers about 
NASCAR’s push to spotlight the 
fresh faces.

The fans will be the big winners 
this year because the younger 
drivers are more accessible, and the 
veterans are aware of the need for 
increased fan engagement.

Wallace said newer drivers have 
to build brands and find sponsor-
ship, unlike drivers of the past two 
decades, when fully-funded rides 
were far easier for no-name drivers 
to nab on the promise of future 
success.

“I have 13 (sponsored) races, so I 
have to put myself out there. I have 
to sell myself,” Wallace said.

Funding is an issue across all 
motorsports, and NASCAR’s teams 
are scratching their heads as they 
rework budgets.

Very few drivers have just one 
primary sponsor anymore; most 
split their season between dozens 
of brands in various funding roles, 
and some drivers have to bring their 
own money just to get a return call 
on a mediocre ride.

NASCAR is in its own sponsor-
ship watch, too.

It’s the second season of 
Monster’s entitlement sponsorship 
of the Cup Series, but there’s been 
near silence from the company on 
its future in the sport.

Monster had a splashy debut race 
in which Monster-sponsored driver 
Kurt Busch won the Daytona 500, 
and that race alone was a massive 
return on its investment. Monster is 
back on both Busch’s car and as the 
series sponsor, but interest beyond 
2018 is unknown.

NASCAR season begins with Truex reigning, series rebuilding
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In this 2017 file photo, Martin Truex Jr. waves to fans during driver 
introductions at Daytona International Speedway, in Daytona Beach, 
Fla. Martin Truex Jr. has been all over the country during his brief 
reign as NASCAR’s newest champion. Truex will get back behind the 
wheel of his No. 78 Toyota this weekend at Daytona International 
Speedway and he’ll race Sunday in an exhibition all-star event.  

Both will head to the west side 
of the state for college, with Jerome 
attending Western Oregon Univer-
sity — an NCAA Division-II school 
in Monmouth — and Bower going 
to Pacific University — an NCAA 
Division-III school in Cottage 
Grove.

Bower chose Pacific over five 
other offers from the likes of Eastern 
Oregon, Linfield and Whitworth. 
He didn’t receive his first offer 
until EOU’s on Dec. 7, with Pacific 
following on Dec. 18. Bower, who 
plans to study either pre-physical 
therapy or education, says he has 
been in contact with Pacific since 
midway through his junior season, 
and the relationship he developed 
with the coaching staff helped seal 
the deal for the Boxers.

“It was a tough decision, a lot of 
sleepless nights,” said Bower, who 
verbally committed to the school on 
Jan. 23. “But it really came down 
to what schools could offer me 
academically and also the best fit for 
me to become an impact player on 

the field. I just built the best relation-
ship with (Pacific) and I really liked 
the coaches and it was a no-brainer 
for me.”

Pacific put together a 4-4 overall 
record in 2017 and finished fourth in 
the eight-team Northwest Confer-
ence with a 4-3 record. The Boxers 
are led by seventh-year coach Keith 
Buckley, who revived the school’s 
football program in 2010 after a 
19-year hiatus.

Bower was a two-year starter 
at quarterback for the Buckaroos, 
though he flashed his potential as a 
sophomore when he threw a couple 
touchdown passes in some trick-
play scenarios. After struggling 
with interceptions and accuracy as a 
junior, Bower flourished as a senior, 
throwing for 2,051 yards with 23 
touchdowns to earn second team 
all-district honors.

“Nick is a grinder,” Pendleton 
head coach Erik Davis said. “He 
always wanted to be a student of the 
game. I remember a sit down we had 
where he asked me what it takes to 
be a quarterback at the next level and 
wanted to know it all.”

Davis added, “He was always 
special ... he had a good arm and 
could always spin it, as we coaches 
like to say. But he came in kind of 
small ... Nick will tell you, he owes 
a lot to getting into the weight room 
and really bought in there.”

Jerome has had his future 
planned out a little longer than 
Bower has, as the talented wideout 
committed to Western Oregon on 
Nov. 5. He chose WOU over an 
offer from Eastern Oregon as well as 
a collegiate baseball offer from Blue 
Mountain Community College.

“I’ve been going down there for 
four years, because that’s where 
our team camp is,” Jerome said. 
“I just grew over the years with 
the coaching staff down there, the 
campus, I’ve just always loved it 
down there.”

Western Oregon had a disap-
pointing 3-8 overall record last 
season, which broke a string of nine 
consecutive seasons of a .500 record 
or better. The Wolves are led by 
11th-year coach Arne Ferguson and 
have Hermiston native Tim Rude on 
staff as the Defensive Line Coach 

and Video Coordinator, who was a 
primary recruiter for Jerome along 
with receivers coach Matt Overlin. 

Jerome was a three-year starter at 
receiver for the Buckaroos, though 
he struggled to stay on the field 
as he battled through injuries as a 
sophomore and junior. However, as 
a senior, Jerome finally showed his 
full talent as he grabbed a team-high 
51 catches for 636 yards with six 
touchdowns, leading to first team 
all-district and second team all-state 
selections.

“Shaw is just a natural athlete,” 
Davis said. “He really developed 
as a receiver, and is one of the best 
I’ve seen as far as route running and 
being prepared.”

Jerome’s commitment to Western 
Oregon was extra special for Davis, 
who is a WOU alumnus and was 
an assistant coach for the Wolves 
before coming to Pendleton. And 
Davis was also in the room with 
Jerome when WOU offered him his 
scholarship.

“It holds a special place in my 
heart,” Davis said of WOU. “It’s 
pretty cool and it gives me another 

reason to head down there for home-
coming and to wear the Wolves’ 
gear.”

Bower and Jerome will be the 
sixth and seventh former Buckaroo 
players to be on a college roster next 
fall, and the first not to be playing 
just down the road in La Grande 
for EOU. Both held offers from the 
Mountaineers and were recruited 
heavily by their former Pendleton 
teammates there before deciding to 
go elsewhere.

“Kai Quinn was a big recruiter for 
me to Eastern, talking to me at least 
once a week about it,” Bower joked. 
“He was pretty good at it, too. Just 
Eastern wasn’t the place for me.”

Now the two best friends will 
finish out their final months as 
Buckaroos before packing up 
their things and becoming western 
Oregonians. Though, it still may 
take some time for it to sink in that 
they will both be fulfilling a dream 
of playing college football.

“It’s exciting for sure,” Jerome 
said with a smile, “but I’m still 
wrapping my head around the 
whole thing.”

BUCKS: Both players break string of Pendleton alums attending Eastern Oregon
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504 Homes for Sale

$499,999- Beautiful home with 
amazing views. 4+/- acres. 
Priced below assessed values. 
Call Shane at 541-379-7802

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$125,000- Ukiah/ Country living 
set in the mountains.  Remod-
eled cabin like home.  Large 
deck to enjoy the views and 
wildlife w/large yard, large shop.  
Carolyn 541-786-0822 cell.  
#17660017

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

$59,900- INVESTORS! 2 bed-
room 1 bath home is in need of 
rehab, but has great potential 
with newer roof, pleasant lay-
out, nice-sized rooms, single 
garage.   Molly 541-969-4188.  
#18084666

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021  

REDUCED-- $69,900-CHURCH 
for home or business---Make 
this one your own special 
place--currently used as home 
--4/5/6 bedrooms... how will it 
work for you? #17615728 Water 
St Weston.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855  

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470        

504 Homes for Sale

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer 
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931      

RMLS# 17422889 CUTE HOME 
in Pilot Rock. Nice size lot with 2 
bedrooms, 1 bath carport. Dog 
kennel. Room to add on.  Priced 
to sell at $83,000.  Owner is mo-
tivated. Call Cathy at (541) 215-
0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931  

$177,900- 3 bed, 2 bath w/
master suite, new master bath-
room.  Deck, dog kennel, play 
structure.  Updates include roof, 
HVAC, windows, exterior doors, 
garage door, electrical.  Jef 541-
969-9539 cell.  #17688085

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$38,000- Move-in ready!  Old-
er manufactured home in great 
condition.  2 bed, 1 bath.  Range, 
refrigerator, washer/dryer stay.  
2 car carport. Newer roof and 
heat pump.  Nicely landscaped.  
Dori 541-310-1001 cell.

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$250,000- Beautiful 2832sf(m/l) 
Craftsman, corner lot on North 
Hill.  4 bed, 2 bath w/hard-
wood floors in living room, tile 
floors in kitchen.  Covered front 
porch.  Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.  
#18356609

Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

502 Real Estate

ANN VESCIO      

GET A JUMP START on Spring 
to find your new home-Multiple 
listing allows your agent to find 
the property to suit you. Call 
Kerry.

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL  

305 SW Court Ave 
541-377-6855

  

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill 
View.  3 Bed 2 Full Bath.  2 half 
Baths.  Huge living room.  Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen.  Two lots.  Two 
double car garages and much 
more.  MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever 

you are”
541-379-8690    

504 Homes for Sale

RMLS# 17194278  Cute 3 bed-
room 1 bath home with up-
grades. Seller motivated.  Bring 
an offer.  Priced at $143,500.
Call Cathy (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931    

Check today’s classified
ads for excellent buys on

the items you need!

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing. 

541.377.9470

487 Bargain Bin

502 Real Estate

NOW is the TIME to explore all 
the possibilities for your new 
home. Call 541 377 6855 today 
for Reliable Representation.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

Attention Sellers, Winter can be 
a great time to sell as you avoid 
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a 
free Market Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

DROP by for a coffee and hon-
est professional guidance to find 
the house on your wishlist. You 
can choose from available prop-
erties all over the county to suit 
your budget and style.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
305 SW Court
541-377-6855

    

If you have an eye for real
value, you’ll eye the
classified ads daily!

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

257 Boats Wanted

JOHN WILGER  

354 Auction Sales

AUCTION
US GOVERNMENT 

BANK REPOS
Sunday February 11th, 

9:00am
312 N 20th Avenue Pasco 

Over 70 Passenger cars & Vans, 
Motor Homes, Scissor Lift, Coo-
per Wire, Computers, Commer-
cial Restaurant Equipment and 
Tools, 13.5% BUYERS PREMI-
UM FOR CATALOGUES www.
vailauctioneers.com On-line 

bidding. 509-543-3566
 WALIC #2175   

360 Garage Sales

Downsizing Estate Sale. Lots 
of home decor, outdoor fur-
niture, tools, darling dining 
room table, sleeper sofa, 
queen Tempurpedic mat-
tress, collectibles, furniture, 
household Items, antiques, 
tools, and much more. 
For a preview visit www.face-
book.com/refreshwwClothes

551 NW 21st St., Pendleton
2/9/2018, 02/10/2018  

9am-2pm  

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

110 Announcements

160 Christmas Trees

ANN SHARP

Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com or call 1-800-962-2819 between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

After hours, leave a voicemail and we’ll confirm your ad the next business day. Email us at classifieds@ east oregonian.com or fax: 541-278-2680

See www.eastoregonmarketplace.com for classified ads from all over Eastern Oregon
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Deadline is 3 p.m. the day before publication
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333 E. Main St.

Hermiston, OR 97838
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