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teacher at Windy River Elemen-
tary School. He has been placed 
on paid administrative leave, 
according to a press release 
from the district. 

“The district was 
made aware of a 
potential situation 
regarding Weems 
on the morning of 
Thursday, Feb. 1, and 
immediately placed 
him on leave,” the 
release said. He was 
arrested the following 
day.

Brian Schimel, the human 
resources director for North 
Wasco County School District, 
said Weems was a substitute 
teacher for the district from 
2015 to 2017. Schimel said 
that Weems worked at the high 
school, the middle school and 
all three elementary schools 

during that time. Schimel said 
he did not know when the inves-
tigation into the abuse started. 

Weems is the second teacher 
from a Morrow County school 
to be charged with sexual abuse 

of a minor in the past 
several weeks. 

Ione Community 
Charter School teacher 
Bryan Bates, 24, was 
arrested Jan. 24 for 
two counts of harass-
ment, two counts of 
third-degree sexual 
abuse, and one count 
of official misconduct. 

The Morrow 
County Sheriff’s Office stated 
that Bates abused a 16-year-old 
female student on school prop-
erty. Bates was in his second 
year of teaching K-12 music at 
the school.

Ione Community School is 
not part of the Morrow County 
School District.

TEACHER: Ione teacher also 
recently arrested for sexual abuse
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SpaceX’s big new 
rocket blasts off,  
puts car in space

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — SpaceX’s big new rocket 
blasted off Tuesday on its first test 
flight, carrying a red sports car 
aiming for an endless road trip 
past Mars.

The Falcon Heavy rose from 
the same launch pad used by 
NASA nearly 50 years ago to send 
men to the moon. With liftoff, the 
Heavy became the most powerful 
rocket in use today, doubling 
the liftoff punch of its closest 
competitor.

The three boosters and 27 
engines roared to life at Kennedy 
Space Center, as thousands 
watched from surrounding 
beaches, bridges and roads, 
jamming the highways in scenes 
unmatched since NASA’s last 
space shuttle flight. At SpaceX 
Mission Control in Southern 
California, employees screamed, 
whistled and raised pumped fists 
into the air as the launch commen-
tators called off each milestone. 
Millions more watched online, 
making it the second biggest 
livestream in YouTube history.

Two of the boosters— both 
recycled from previous launches 
— returned minutes later for 
simultaneous, side-by-side 
touchdowns on land at Cape 
Canaveral. Sonic booms rumbled 
across the region with the vertical 
landings.

A few hours later, SpaceX chief 
executive Elon Musk told reporters 
that the third booster, brand new, 
slammed into the Atlantic at 300 
mph and missed the floating 
landing platform, scattering 
shrapnel all over the deck and 
knocking out two engines.

Shutdown less likely 
as Senate closes in on 
budget agreement

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Buoyed by the sudden likelihood 
of a budget pact, lawmakers are 
on track avoid a repeat of last 
month’s government shutdown 
— though President Donald 
Trump unexpectedly raised the 
possibility of closing things down 
again if he can’t have his way on 
immigration.

“I’d love to see a shutdown if 
we can’t get this stuff taken care 
of,” Trump declared Tuesday, 

repeating the sentiment for 
emphasis.

Trump’s comments were 
strikingly disconnected from the 
progress on Capitol Hill, where 
the House passed a short-term 
spending measure Tuesday night 
and Senate leaders were closing 
in on a larger, long-term pact after 
of a Thursday night deadline. The 
broader agreement would award 
whopping spending increases to 
both the Pentagon and domestic 
federal programs, as well as 
approve overdue disaster relief 
money and, perhaps, crucial 
legislation to increase the govern-
ment’s borrowing limit and avoid 
possible default.

Democratic leaders have 
dropped their strategy of using 
the funding fight to extract 
concessions on immigration, 
specifically on seeking extended 
protections for the “Dreamer” 
immigrants who have lived in the 
country illegally since they were 
children. Instead, the Democrats 
prepared to cut a deal that would 
reap tens of billions of dollars 
for other priorities — including 
combatting opioids — while 
taking their chances on solving the 
immigration impasse later.

Tuesday night’s 245-182 House 
vote, mostly along party lines, 
set the machinery in motion. The 
six-week stopgap spending bill 
contains increases for the military 
that long have been demanded by 
Trump and his GOP allies. But 
the measure appears increasingly 
likely to be rewritten by the Senate 

to include legislation implementing 
the brewing broader budget pact.

Pentagon says Trump 
ordered Washington 
military parade

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump has 
asked the Pentagon to plan a grand 
parade of the U.S. armed forces in 
Washington this year to celebrate 
military strength, officials said 
Tuesday.

The Washington Post, which 
was first to report the plan, said 
Trump wants an elaborate parade 
this year with soldiers marching 
and tanks rolling, but no date has 
been selected.

White House Press Secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
confirmed the request Tuesday 
evening. She said Trump wants the 
Pentagon to “explore a celebra-
tion” that will allow Americans to 
show appreciation for the military.

A Pentagon spokesman, Charlie 
Summers, said Pentagon officials 
are aware of the request and are 
“looking at options.”

Muscular military parades 
of the kind that are common in 
authoritarian countries like China 
and North Korea are not quint-
essentially American. The U.S. 
traditionally has not embraced 
showy displays of raw military 
power, such as North Korea’s 
parading of ballistic missiles as a 
claim of international prestige and 
influence.

Joe Burbank/Orlando Sentinel via AP

The crowd cheers at Playalinda Beach in the Canaveral National 
Seashore, just north of the Kennedy Space Center, during the suc-
cessful launch of the SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket, Tuesday. Playalin-
da is one of closest public viewing spots to see the launch, about 3 
miles from the SpaceX launchpad 39A.

BRIEFLY

to help install underground 
electrical conduits that connect 
to warning beacons at street 
corners, akin to flashing walk 
signals, and when firefighters 
push the button on the way to 
their engines and ambulances, 
drivers and pedestrians will get 
a vital heads up to look out.

If emergency responders 
forget to push the button, she said, 
they can activate the warning 
lights from their vehicles.

The team revealed the latest 
renderings of the new station 
that will occupy the large 
empty lot on the 1600 block of 
Southeast Court Avenue where 
St. Anthony Hospital used to 
stand. The station resembles 
a fat “T,” with a wide stem for 
the vehicle bays that open onto 
side streets. The two-story “top” 
will face Court, with offices 
on the first floor, including 
space for Pendleton police, and 
living quarters on the second. 
Cyrus Beedles, architect and 
Bowman’s right-hand man, said 
the design captures Pendleton’s 
historic sense, with red brick for 
the first floor and the bays.

Ciraulo added the location 

also is about fast response 
times. Pendleton’s east end is 
not ripe for significant growth, 
he said, compared to other areas 
of the city. 

He also painted the project as 
a good deal. Ciraulo said he does 
not know the ins-and-outs of the 
bond market, but Pendleton got 
the $10 million bond for closer 
to $9 million. 

Several Pendleton locals 
were on hand, but most of the 
roughly 20 people in attendance 
were city firefighters, staff and 
elected officials. Mayor John 
Turner said he was pleased 
the project is coming in under 
budget.

Joe Hull, McCormack’s busi-
ness director, said the project 
was the right size to bring in 
local subcontractors for elec-
trical, concrete and other work, 
and that money stays in the local 
economy.

The project remains on track 
to break ground in May, and 
Hull said next summer is the 
move-in target.

“I know it says fall,” Hull 
told the group, “but we’re going 
to beat that.”

Ciraulo added the fire depart-
ment team can’t wait.

FIRE: Will break ground in May
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A&E C2 West Texas West Texas Rooster & Butch S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars S. Wars RoosterButch (N) S.Wars S.Wars 

AMC 60 <+++ Pulp Fiction John Travolta. <+++ U.S. Marshals (‘98, Act) Wesley Snipes. <++ Enemy of the State (‘98, Act) Will Smith. <++ Mr. and Mrs. Smith (‘05, Act) Brad Pitt. <+++ True Lies 

ANPL 24 Pit Bull Parolees Pit Bull Parolees Treehouse Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked "Welcome to the Aquarium" Tanked! 

CMT 43 Mom Mom Mom Mom Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <++ The Lincoln Lawyer Matthew McConaughey. Waco (N) <++ The Lincoln Lawyer Matthew McConaughey. Pickler & Ben 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Fast Money Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Billion Buyer (N) Shark Tank Shark Tank Billion Buyer Paid Program 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The Situation The Situation OutFront A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 CNN Tonight CNN Tonight A. Cooper 360 A. Cooper 360 CNN Tonight 

DISC C1 Street Outlaws Street Outlaws Street Outlaws Street Outlaws Street Outlaws OutlawsMemphis OutlawsMemphis OutlawsMemphis To Be Announced OutlawsMemphis Garage Rehab (N) Memphis 

DISN 26 Puppy Elena Stuffins Sofia1st Bunk'd Bunk'd Jessie Jessie StuckM. StuckM. Bizaard. Bizaard. Jessie Jessie Bunk'd Bunk'd Andi M. Party Bizaard. Raven's. Gravity Gravity Andi M. StuckM. 

ESPN 33 NBA: The Jump (L) SportsN Highly? Horn (N) Interrupt SportsCenter (N) Countdown (L) NBA Basketball Minnesota vs Cleveland (L) NBA Basketball San Antonio vs Phoenix (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 C. Football (L) To Be Announced Highly? Horn Interrupt NCAA Basketball Wake F./Mia. (L) NCAA Basketball Tex.A&M/Aub. (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) NFL Live NBA Basketball 

FNC 66 Shepard Smith Your World The Five Special Report The Story Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News Tucker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle 
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FX 6C Mother Mother Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. <+++ This Is the End James Franco. <+++ Terminator: Genisys <+++ Jurassic World (‘15, Adv) Chris Pratt. Versace (N) :25 Versace 

GOLF 88 PGA Tour SkillCo. School Academy PGA Tour Golfing Golf Central (N) Learn PGA Tour PGA Golf Classics ‘17 Pebble Beach Pro-Am EPGA Golf World Super 6 Perth Site: Lake Karrinyup Country Club (L)
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HBO C18 Movie < Collateral Beauty :10 < Split (‘16, Hor) James McAvoy. :10 Real Sports :10 < All Eyez on Me Demetrius Shipp Jr.. News <++ Gone in 60 Seconds Crashing < Ouija: Origin of Evil 

HBO2 C20 <+++ W. Elizabeth Banks. :50 <+++ Kong: Skull Island :50 < Everything, Everything <+++ Sex and the City Sarah Jessica Parker. Divorce Divorce 2 Dope Queens <+++ Kong: Skull Island

HBO3 C21 :10 <++ Fifty Shades Darker :10 < The Take Idris Elba. :45 < Marauders Christopher Meloni. :35 < Jackie :20 < The Darkness Kevin Bacon. <++ Fifty Shades Darker <++ Hereafter 

MAX C49 <+ The Ghost Writer Ewan :10 <++ S.W.A.T. Samuel L. Jackson. :10 <+++ Die Hard II: Die Harder :15 <++ Land of the Lost Will Ferrell. <+++ Get Smart :50 <+++ Whip It Ellen Page. Movie 

SHOW C78 < Superhero M... <+++ Miracle (‘04, True) Kurt Russell. :15 <+++ The Great Debaters <+ The Family That Preys :25 <++ Daddy Day Care <++ Madea's Family Reunion Tiffany Haddish 

STARZ 621 < The Out of T... :20 <+++ Eragon John Malkovich. :05 <++ Catch and Release < Star Trek V: The Final ... :50 < Star Trek VI: The Undiscover... :40 Counterpart :40 Counterpart :40 <++++ 12 Monkeys 

STZENC 644 < Pride & Preju... < The Bronze :40 < The Brothers Grimsby :10 <++ Legally Blonde :45 Lonesome "The Plains" :25  Lonesome Dove "Return" <++++ Lifeboat :40 < The Shallows 
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