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BMCC: Esene aims to coach in major college basketball or NBA some day

Continued from 1B

on our team that were fresh
out of high school, which
is rare at the junior college
level. The first couple games,
guys were nervous, a group
had to adjust to the physi-
cality, the speed of the game,
and now 1 feel like we’ve
caught up to that and now
it’s about finding ways to not
only get caught up, but to get
wins at this speed.”

Esene, 37, is the definition
of a city guy. He was born
in New York, raised in Los
Angeles, went to college in
Hilo, Hawaii, and then lived
in Portland for a decade. So
it was quite the change of
scenery when he moved to
Eastern Oregon, and Pend-
leton specifically, when he
accepted the head coaching
job at Blue Mountain last
summer.

“The city’s been good
to me,” Esene said. “This is
definitely a change for me to
adjust to, but it’s been pretty
easy because the town of
Pendleton is so nice.”

He comes to BMCC
with a wealth of experience,
coaching at all levels from
his time in Portland, as well
as playing experience. He
earned Division-II All-Amer-
ican honors while playing
at University of Hawaii at
Hilo and was the Pac West
Conference Player of the
Year in 2004-2005. After
graduating, he went on to play
five seasons professionally in
Germany for the Ludenscheid
Baskets.

And on the sidelines as
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BMCC head men’s basketball coach Osa Esene watches the action during Wednes-
day night’s game against Treasure Valley in Pendleton.

a coach, Esene started out
simply giving private skills
lessons to grade school kids
and over time founded the
AAU program Ball Out PDX
before coaching at the junior
varsity level at Westside
Christian and Centenial High
in Gresham.

Then from 2013-2017,
Esene was the varsity head
coach for Centennial, where
he helped turn around the
program that went 7-17 his
first season to a 16-10 overall
mark in his final season. He
also helped Centennial to
three playoff appearances in
the Class 6A tournament.
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Place classified ads online at www.eastoregonmarketplace.com

Things were great in Port-
land and Esene was happy.
However, when the BMCC
job opened up after Gavin
Burt resigned in April, Esene
saw a great opportunity for
himself in Eastern Oregon.

“You can’t be choosy
when you’re looking for a
good opportunity,” Esene
said, “and if you have to make
some sacrifices to leave your
comfort to come and grow
and develop as a person and as
a coach, then it’s no big deal.”

Esene also knows the life
of a junior college athlete,
which he hopes to use to his
advantage.

I 1-800-

Prior to his Hawaii-Hilo
days, he spent a short time
at the NWAC school Grays
Harbor College as he tried
to get his academics on track
for a four-year college. Kids
that are just like he was then
are ones he’s recruiting now
to help get BMCC out of the
cellar.

“Junior college basketball
is what you make it,” he said.
“It can be a waste of time, or
it can be a great time. [ mean
that not only athletically but
in the classroom as well ... |
wasn’t the strongest academi-
cally, so when I went to junior
college I had to really lock in

because I knew the basketball
side would take care of itself.”

Esene doesn’t hide the
notion that BMCC won’t be
a long-term job for himself.
He has higher aspirations
than coaching junior college
basketball in Eastern Oregon.
His goal is to work hard
enough to coach in the NBA
one day, or if not there at a
solid four-year college.

The school knows it likely
won’t be a long-term arrange-
ment, either.

“At the end of the day,
Osa’s a guy that wanted a
college job and we hired
him,” former BMCC athletic
director Brett Bryan said.
“There is no expectation of
him to be here forever. We
hope he can take our basket-
ball program and build it up
into something good.”

He wants to be with the
Timberwolves long enough
to get the program going,
which starts with recruiting.
Esene plans to utilize all of his
connections in Portland as a
major hub, as well as looking
in places such as Seattle,
Los Angeles and Las Vegas
for players that can be the
building blocks.

He is learning that selling
kids to leave their urban
bubbles to come to a rural
area, like Pendleton, can be
a challenge in itself. But he
is trying to open their eyes to
the area, much like his were
before taking the job.

“l always let the kids
know that this is temporary,”
he said. “I’m not telling you
to come raise a family. I'm
asking to come out here and

962-2819

502 Real Estate 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale 504 Homes for Sale

Attention Sellers, Winter can be
a great time to sell as you avoid
the Spring Time surplus of com-
petition. Call Matt Vogler for a
free Market Analysis.
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

ACCESS all information and
properties with one agent for
your new home. Call 541-377-
6855 today and explore all the
possibilities.

Turn Here Realty & Travel

541-377-6855
for Reliable Representation

FINDING the Home for You!
There is something to suit ev-
eryone!? Multiple listed homes
allows your agent to find the
property to suit you. Call Kerry.
Turn Here Realty & Travel
305 SW Court
541-377-6855

DROP by for a coffee and hon-

est professional guidance to find

the house on your wishlist. You

can choose from available prop-

erties all over the county to suit

your budget and style.

Turn Here Realty & Travel

305 SW Court
541-377-6855

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room. Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots. Two
double car garages and much
more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

504 Homes for Sale

1986 Manufactured Home on
park lot in Hermiston.
3 bed 2 bath. 1560 sq.ft.
$35,000
541-571-7205 for appointment

FSBO
3 bedroom, gas heat/ wood
stove, 3 garages, $95,000
128 SE 4th, Pendleton
541-240-9808

RMLS# 17194278 Cute 3 bed-
room 1 bath home with up-
grades. Seller motivated. Bring
an offer. Priced at $143,500.
Call Cathy (541) 215-0103.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

Current MLS listings include
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions. Call Matt Vogler, “The
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.
541.377.9470

$79,500- Nice 2 bed, 2 bath, 912
sf (m/l) home. Roof 5 years old,
tile floor, pellet stove, swamp
cooler. Nice outbuilding in back
yard. Jerry 541-969-6378 cell.
#17119730
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

Call the “Weekend & After Hours
Realtor” to view homes at a con-
venient time for you. Available
on Short Notice, Special Financ-
ing Program Information! Call
Matt Vogler, 541.377.9470
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

$189,900- Views! Classic
mid-century, daylight base-
ment home. 3 bedroom, 2 bath,
hardwood floors, full basement.
Large deck, fenced private
backyard. Great location! Jef
541-969-9539 cell. #17092551
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$319,000- 3532sf(m/l), 4 bed,
3 bath home offers abundant
living space. 2 car garage,
multi-level deck, family room w/
kitchenette, bonus/ TV room.
Near hospital, easy walk to park.
Kevin 541-969-8243.
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$125,000- 4 bedroom, 2 bath
home w/ vaulted ceilings, open
floor plan. 1 car garage with
extra space. Lots of parking.
A pond, hot tub, sheds, ken-
nel. Dawn 541-310-9563 cell.
#17337579
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

RMLS# 17422889 CUTE HOME
in Pilot Rock. Nice size lot with 2
bedrooms, 1 bath carport. Dog
kennel. Room to add on. Priced
to sell at $83,000. Owner is mo-
tivated. Call Cathy at (541) 215-
0108.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

Wow!

Live by a park! Open concept
split- level by owner and the
savings are passed to you.
3 possibly 5 bed. 2 bath,
carport, UGS, flat location,
great neighborhood. $189,000
Pendleton,541-612-0999

HAVING storage problems? Why
not sell no-longer-used items with
a fastworking classifed ad?

REDUCED--- $69,900---

3000 sq feet for home or busi-
ness--- Make this church your
own special place--commer-
cial building currently used as
a home --4/5/6 bedrooms- how
will it work for you? #17615728
Water St Weston.

Turn Here Realty & Travel
541-377-6855

$121,000- Walk to Round-Up
grounds, shopping, Umatilla
River! 3 bedroom, 1 bath bun-
galow w/ wood stove. Updated
wiring, covered patio, fenced
yard, garden area. Zoned C-1.
Marsha  541-377-5152  cell.
#17070308
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$142,000- 1160 +/- sq.ft. 3 bed-
room 1 bath on one level. Newer
siding, roof and many other up-
dates. Call 541-379-7802.
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

RMLS# 17288483 Seasonal
cabin. Cabin is one bedroom
with bathroom. Enclosed porch
that could be used for additional
sleeping area. Wood burning
fireplace. Private and Cozy. Re-
duced to $89,900. Call Cathy
for more info (541) 215-0103..
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

$295,000 Beautiful North Hill
View. 3 Bed 2 Full Bath. 2 half
Baths. Huge living room. Beau-
tiful Oak Kitchen. Two lots. Two
double car garages and much
more. MLS# 17054486
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

REDUCED- $205.000 - 2,326
Mfg Home on 1.28 Acres in Pilot
Rock. Large 3 Bay Shop/Hay
Shed/Tack Room. Corrals and
more. Plenty of room on this
property. MLS# 17435209
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$175,000 - Ukiah 3 Bed 2 Bath
Home. Very nice throughout.
210x100 Lot. Detached garage.
Garden area. Fenced Yard.
Vinyl Siding. Very nice home.
MLS# 17230137

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

$129,500- 4 Bedroom 2 Bath
MFG Home. Open floor plan.
Fenced Yard. Over % acre.
Plenty of room for your needs.
Exceptionally nice home. Call
for information. MLS# 17603897
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

REDUCED! $314,500- THIS IS
NOT A DRIVEBY!! 2,921 square
feet on .38 of an acre. Home
was remodeled in 2009 with
added on great room and mas-
ter bedroom and bath. Kitchen
has been totally updated, 4 bed-
rooms total and 3 bathrooms.
This is a hard to find home
with all this space on one level.
Come take a look!!! Call Milne at
541-377-7787.

Clark Jennings & Associates,

541-278-9275

Just reduced price for this gor-
geous upgraded manufactured
home with tremendous view of
City!! Home has 3 bedrooms, 2
bath with oversized attached ga-
rage. Granite like counter-tops,
walk-in  master shower, dog
kennel, underground sprinklers.
Ready to move into. $229,000.
Call Milne Purchase McLaughlin
541-377-7787

Clark Jennings & Associates,

ORLLC
541-278-9275

PRICE REDUCTION - Gor-
geous Custom Built Home,3
bedrooms, 2 baths all one level,
vaulted living area. Large shop
30X40 with downstairs shop
area, workbench, 3/4 bath. Up-
stairs is a guest quarters with
full bath, large rec room and
additional room. Room for rv.
Owner is listing agent and li-
censed Principal Broker in State
of Oregon. NOW $339,000. Call
Shelly 541-379-4382
Clark Jennings & Associates,
ORLLC
541-278-9275

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising
in this paper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national or-
igin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. Famil-
ial status includes children
under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women, and people
securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are avail-
able on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of dis-
crimination, call HUD toll-free
at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-
free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

do two years of college and
then move on with the rest
of your life. I know you’re
full of energy and life right
now at a young age, but you
can sacrifice a little bit ... in
any goals or dreams that you
have you’re going to have to
let something go to get what
you want.

“l think this is a great
community to focus in and be
a student-athlete and grow as

aperson.”
As for the program
growing, Esene says this

program just needs a few
of the talented athletes that
wouldn’t give BMCC a look
to take a chance to be part of
the foundation for a successful
program.

“This program has a lot of
upside. There’s great facilities
here, a great basketball court
and a great athletic program
with a lot of support,” Esene
said. “The potential for
greatness is here, we just need
to find some bodies that are
going to be here to ride this
out and build this up.

“I know everybody looks
at the record and sees that
we’re struggling, but this is
the beginning, the blueprint,
of something big.”

And for the current group
of  Timberwolves, they
believe in Esene’s vision for
the program and are doing
everything they can to be the
first few of those necessary
building blocks.

“Hereally wants to change
this around,” Landeros said.
“He really wants to push and
turn this around and he puts
a lot of time and effort into it
and I hope it pays off.”

504 Homes for Sale

$499,999- Beautiful home with
amazing views. 4+/- acres.
Priced below assessed values.
Call Shane at 541-379-7802
Garton & Associates
(541) 276-0931

507 Homes

w/Acreage

Immaculate home lying on 94
acres m/l between Pilot Rock
and Pendleton, Home has 3
bedrooms, 2,5 baths with at-
tached guest house with 1
bedroom, 1 bath and two car
garage. There is a shop, hired
hand home, storage buildings,
and beautiful landscaping. Part
of the acreage is in alfalfa, part
is in orchard grass, water rights
and fully fenced. Very nicely
done. Call Ned at 519-386-7541
or Milne at 541-377-7787 for
more details.

Clark Jennings & Associates

541-278-9275

516 Lots & Acreage

$5,000- Vacant lot on the cor-
ner of SW Issac Ave. and SW
10th. Lot is land locked. Caro-
lyn Rovier 541-786-0822 cell.
#17249364
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

$90,000- 9.1 acres parcel over-
looking the Umatilla River w/
views of the Blue Mountains and
sunsets. Utilities available at the
edge of the lot. Molly 541-969-
4188 cell. #18441016
Coldwell Banker Whitney
541-276-0021

View Lots - Royal Ridge Incred-
ible views starting at $30,000.
Land / Home Financing. Cus-
tom Home Builders/ Developers
welcome. Call for details.
Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever
you are”
541-379-8690

SAT.- FEB. 3rp, 11:00am -1:00rm
390 NW ELDER, PILOT ROCK, OR.

Marsha
Morgan
Broker

MULTI- LEVEL 3472 SF(M/L), 5 BED, 3 BATH HOME CUSTOM BUILT to
take advantage of the territorial views. Open floor plan with vaulted
ceilings, large family room w/pool table (to stay with home). Wood
stove, well insulated, 2 cedar decks. Area under house with power,
work bench and exterior door for shop or man cave. Insulated garden
shed. Marsha Morgan 541-377-5152cell. #18499411

-

$274,900

ODLDWELL
BANKER O

WHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

37 SE Dorion Ave
541-276-0021

www.coldwellbankerwhitney.com




