
By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE
Capital Bureau

SALEM — Oregon’s Child Welfare 
program is “inconsistent, disorganized 
and high risk for the children it serves,” 
state auditors say.

Oregon’s Department of Human 
Services, which oversees the child 
welfare program, has been “slow, inde-
cisive and inadequate” in addressing 
chronic and well-documented prob-
lems in the state’s foster care system, 
according to an audit released by the 
Oregon Secretary of State’s office 
Wednesday.

Since 2011, more than 11,000 Oregon 
kids have been placed into foster care 
annually, with an average of about 7,600 
kids in foster care on any given day.

Foster care is part of the department’s 
child welfare program, and often serves 
children who are victims of abuse and 
neglect. Auditors focused on foster 
care in the 85-page report released 
Wednesday, but also found higher-level 
management and staffing problems at 
DHS child welfare.

Here are their key findings:
• Management has failed to imple-

ment prior reform recommendations.
• Foster parents don’t get enough 

training or support.
• DHS has failed to adequately recruit 

and retain foster parents.
• There aren’t enough group homes 

or treatment facilities to meet needs for 
kids taken out of their family homes.

• Burnout and turnover are high 
among child welfare workers.

All of these problems pose a risk to 
kids’ safety, auditors say.

The report from the Secretary of 
State’s Office also makes a raft of 

recommendations that auditors say 
could improve management, under-
staffing and the lack of suitable foster 
parents.

In a response, DHS Director Fari-
borz Pakseresht said he agreed with all 
24 recommendations. Pakseresht, the 
former director of the Oregon Youth 
Authority, has been at the helm of the 
agency since September.

It’s not the first time that the state has 
identified chronic problems in the DHS 

child welfare program.
In 2015, in the wake of a scandal at 

Portland foster care provider Give Us 
This Day, Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
solicited an independent review of 
Child Welfare that was published the 
next year.

Management at DHS hasn’t imple-
mented those recommendations, which 
said the agency needed to fix “founda-
tional issues” as well as “operational 
problems,” auditors say.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
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 0-2, Low  3-5, Moderate 6-7, High;
 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme

 The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-
ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, 
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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TODAY

49° 43°

50° 43°

Cloudy, a shower 

in the p.m.

FRIDAY

A passing shower 

in the morning

58° 45°

60° 46°

SATURDAY

Cloudy with a little 

rain

55° 49°

57° 51°

SUNDAY

Mostly cloudy, a 

shower; breezy

61° 49°

63° 49°

MONDAY

57° 43°

60° 44°

Mostly cloudy and 

mild
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Feb 15 Feb 22 Mar 1

Albuquerque 63 36 s 63 35 s
Atlanta 58 36 c 46 28 pc
Atlantic City 48 33 c 38 18 pc
Baltimore 52 29 pc 33 15 pc
Billings 33 24 c 40 28 c
Birmingham 60 29 c 46 28 pc
Boise 48 39 pc 53 38 r
Boston 43 33 c 35 12 sn
Charleston, SC 69 52 s 60 31 pc
Charleston, WV 48 16 r 27 14 s
Chicago 27 4 s 20 15 s
Cleveland 42 14 c 21 15 pc
Dallas 67 37 pc 58 44 pc
Denver 39 23 c 55 34 pc
Detroit 37 10 c 22 12 pc
El Paso 73 39 s 71 44 pc
Fairbanks -13 -23 s -8 -17 s
Fargo 3 -7 pc 12 -1 c
Honolulu 81 70 sh 80 71 sh
Houston 75 54 c 56 48 c
Indianapolis 37 8 c 23 15 s
Jacksonville 72 50 pc 68 42 pc
Kansas City 32 9 s 35 28 pc
Las Vegas 73 52 pc 75 52 s
Little Rock 58 26 r 42 26 pc
Los Angeles 80 57 pc 80 56 s

Louisville 49 17 r 30 19 s
Memphis 55 24 r 40 29 pc
Miami 79 66 pc 80 66 pc
Milwaukee 20 4 s 19 14 s
Minneapolis 7 -8 s 14 4 pc
Nashville 54 18 r 36 22 s
New Orleans 72 52 c 59 47 r
New York City 46 32 r 32 18 pc
Oklahoma City 52 23 pc 47 32 pc
Omaha 22 8 s 36 26 pc
Philadelphia 49 33 r 35 17 pc
Phoenix 81 53 s 80 52 s
Portland, ME 37 32 sn 33 7 sn
Providence 45 33 c 35 11 sn
Raleigh 61 40 s 45 20 pc
Rapid City 23 13 pc 41 22 c
Reno 64 34 pc 63 32 s
Sacramento 69 46 pc 71 46 s
St. Louis 37 12 pc 31 25 s
Salt Lake City 53 40 c 54 41 c
San Diego 72 51 pc 72 54 s
San Francisco 66 50 pc 67 50 s
Seattle 47 45 r 53 47 r
Tucson 81 48 s 80 49 s
Washington, DC 54 32 pc 34 19 pc
Wichita 40 19 pc 44 31 s

Astoria 50 48 r 53 48 r
Baker City 44 35 c 50 34 r
Bend 52 44 c 57 39 c
Brookings 59 48 pc 59 47 pc
Burns 46 33 pc 53 30 c
Enterprise 42 36 c 48 36 r
Eugene 51 47 r 57 46 c
Heppner 50 45 c 57 43 c
Hermiston 50 43 c 60 46 c
John Day 48 43 pc 54 38 c
Klamath Falls 55 31 pc 57 30 pc
La Grande 44 39 c 52 38 r
Meacham 43 37 c 50 37 r
Medford 57 43 c 61 41 c
Newport 51 48 r 53 47 c
North Bend 56 49 c 57 48 c
Ontario 46 34 c 51 34 c
Pasco 50 40 c 59 43 c
Pendleton 49 43 c 58 45 c
Portland 49 46 r 56 47 c
Redmond 52 41 c 59 35 pc
Salem 51 48 r 57 48 c
Spokane 39 33 c 44 35 r
Ukiah 43 39 c 50 36 c
Vancouver 49 46 r 56 46 c
Walla Walla 51 43 c 57 46 c
Yakima 49 36 c 59 36 pc

Beijing 41 18 s 31 11 s
Hong Kong 58 51 s 59 45 pc
Jerusalem 58 41 s 62 43 s
London 45 36 pc 45 35 pc
Mexico City 73 45 pc 74 44 pc
Moscow 18 13 c 34 31 sn
Paris 45 34 sh 44 35 pc
Rome 59 52 c 60 46 r
Seoul 33 15 s 36 16 s
Sydney 71 64 c 74 64 pc
Tokyo 44 37 r 42 39 sn

Boardman SSW 3-6 WSW 10-20
Pendleton SSW 4-8 WSW 10-20
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 Today Fri.  Today Fri.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2018

National Summary: Rain will fall from northern Louisiana to southern New England, while 
snow develops farther north today. A freeze-up will follow. Snow will fall on the northern 
Rockies as rain dampens the coastal Northwest.

 Today Fri.

 Today Fri.

High 85° in San Luis Obispo, Calif. Low -14° in Watertown, N.Y.

Western Washington: Occasional rain today 
and tonight. Cloudy tomorrow with a couple 
of showers.

Coastal Oregon: Rain across the north 
today; mostly cloudy in central parts. Partly 
sunny in the south.

Northern California: Times of clouds and 
sun today. Mainly clear tonight. Mostly 
sunny tomorrow.

Eastern and Central Oregon: Clouds and 
sun today; cloudy across the north with a 
shower in spots in the afternoon.

Eastern Washington: Cloudy today; a 
shower in spots toward the Cascades during 
the afternoon.

Cascades: Occasional rain and drizzle today; 
arriving in the afternoon across the north.
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through 3 p.m. yesterday

through 3 p.m. yesterday

Yesterday 45°  34°
Normals 43°  28°
Records 70° (1995) -15° (1950)

Yesterday 48°  32°
Normals 44°  29°
Records 69° (1971) -27° (1950)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 1.59"
Normal month to date 1.38"
Year to date 1.59"
Last year to date 1.65"
Normal year to date 1.38"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 1.10"
Normal month to date 1.28"
Year to date 1.10"
Last year to date 1.69"
Normal year to date 1.28"

Sunrise today   7:17 a.m.
Sunset tonight   5:01 p.m.
Moonrise today   6:48 p.m.
Moonset today   8:06 a.m.
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Auditors: Problems at DHS ‘jeopardize’ at-risk kids

Pamplin Media Group

Secretary of State candidate Dennis Richardson. His office’s audit found 
Oregon’s Department of Human Services has been “slow, indecisive and 
inadequate” in addressing chronic and well-documented problems in 
the state’s foster care system.

Dead crows found 
in Portland; 
poisoning suspected

PORTLAND (AP) 
— The Audubon Society 
of Portland says at least 
10 crows have died in a 
suspected poisoning.

The group said in a 
statement Wednesday that 
witnesses a day earlier saw 
birds “falling from the sky” 
in northeast Portland as a 
large flock traveled west 
toward downtown. Another 
dead crow was found near 
Portland State University.

Portland Audubon says 
the deaths are consistent 
with exposure to toxic 
substances, but testing must 
be done to confirm it. The 
birds had appeared to be 
in otherwise good physical 
condition.

Thousands of crows 
swirl through Portland 
skies on winter afternoons. 
A cacophony breaks out as 
the birds settle into trees 
in and near downtown. 
Sidewalks are often coated 
with bird droppings, as are 
vehicles parked under the 
wrong branch.

The Audubon Society is 
offering a $1,000 reward 

for information that leads 
to the cause of what 
happened.

Miles Davis named 
president of 
Linfield College

PORTLAND (AP) 
— Miles Davis is the 
new president of Linfield 
College.

The man who shares a 
name with the jazz great is 
the first African-American 
president in the 160-year 
history of the college based 
in McMinnville.

Davis has spent the 
last six years as dean of 
the school of business at 
Shenandoah University in 
Winchester, Virginia. He 
starts his new job July 1.

In a statement released by 
the school, Davis said he is 
excited to join the Linfield 
community. He said the 
students he met during a 
visit stole his heart with their 
inquisitive and thoughtful 
questions.

A nationwide search for 
Linfield’s 20th president 
began in May, when Thomas 
Hellie said he would retire 
at the end of the 2017-18 
school year.

BRIEFLY

The family of the late

Bob Jenson
wishes to extend our sincere 

gratitude to all who helped and 

supported us during the time 

of our loss. Thank you for your 

thoughtfulness and concern with 

food, fl owers, memorials, cards 

and words of comfort.
 

 Thanks to the special people who 

assisted with the Memorial Service 

and made it inspirational for 

our family and friends.
 

We appreciated the great care and 

support provided by the Hospice 

professionals and volunteers.
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