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WASHINGTON
Addressing a deeply divided
nation, President Donald
Trump called for a “new
American moment”  of
unity Tuesday night and
challenged lawmakers to
make good on long-standing
promises to fix a danger-
ously fractured immigration
system, warning of evil
outside forces seeking to
undermine the nation’s way
of life.

Trump’s State of the Union
address blended self-congrat-
ulation and calls for optimism
amid a growing economy
with dark warnings about
deadly gangs, the scourge of
drugs and violent immigrants
living in the United States
illegally. He cast the debate
over immigration — an issue
that has long animated his
most ardent supporters — as
a battle between heroes and
villains, praising the work of
an immigration agent who
arrested more than 100 gang
members and saluting the
families of two alleged gang
victims.

He also spoke forebod-
ingly of catastrophic dangers
from abroad, warning that
North Korea would “very
soon” threaten the United
States with nuclear-tipped
missiles.

“The United States is a
compassionate nation. We
are proud that we do more
than any other country to help
the needy, the struggling and
the underprivileged all over
the world,” Trump said. “But
as president of the United
States, my highest loyalty,
my greatest compassion, and
my constant concern is for
America’s children, Amer-
ica’s struggling workers
and America’s forgotten
communities.”

Trump  spoke  with
tensions running high on
Capitol Hill. An impasse
over immigration prompted
a three-day government shut-
down earlier this year, and
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President Donald Trump pauses as he gives his first State of the Union address in
the House chamber of the U.S. Capitol to a joint session of Congress Tuesday in
Washington, as Vice President Mike Pence and House Speaker Paul Ryan applaud.

“As president of the United States, my
highest loyalty, my greatest compassion,
and my constant concern is for America’s
children, America’s struggling workers and
America’s forgotten communities.”

— Donald Trump

lawmakers appear no closer
to resolving the status of the
“Dreamers” — young people
living in the U.S. illegally
ahead of a new Feb. 8 dead-
line for funding operations.
The parties have also clashed
this week over the plans of
Republicans on the House
intelligence committee to
release a classified memo
on the Russia investigation
involving Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign — a decision
the White House backs but
the Justice Department is
fighting.

The controversies that
have dogged Trump — and
the ones he has created—
have overshadowed strong
economic  gains  during
his first year in office.
His approval ratings have
hovered in the 30s for much
of his presidency, and just
3 in 10 Americans said the
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United States was heading in
the right direction, according
to a poll by The Associated
Presss-NORC  Center for
Public Affairs Research. In
the same survey, 67 percent
of Americans said the
country was more divided
because of Trump.

Attimes, Trump’s address
appeared to be aimed more
at validating his first year
in office than setting the
course for his second. He
devoted significant time
to touting the tax overhaul
he signed at the end of last
year, promising the plan
will “provide tremendous
relief for the middle class
and small businesses.” He
also highlighted the decision
made early in his first year
to withdraw the U.S. from
a sweeping Asia-Pacific
trade pact, declaring: “The
era of economic surrender is

totally over.”

He spoke about potential
agenda items for 2018 in
broad terms, including a
call for $1.5 trillion in new
infrastructure spending and
partnerships with states and
the private sector.

Tackling the sensitive
immigration debate that has
roiled Washington, Trump
redoubled his recent pledge
to offer a path to citizenship
for 1.8 million young immi-
grants — but only as part of
a package that would also
require increased funding for
border security, including a
wall along the U.S.-Mexico
border, ending the nation’s
visa lottery method and
revamping the current legal
immigration system. Some
Republicans are wary of
the hardline elements of
Trump’s plan and it’s unclear
whether his blueprint could
pass Congress.

Trump played to the
culture wars, alluding to his
public spat with professional
athletes who led protests
against racial injustice by
kneeling during the national
anthem, declaring that
paying tribute to the flag is a
“civic duty.”
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Budget talks bogged down by

immigration, deficit concerns

WASHINGTON (AP) — A week after a standoff forced
a three-day government shutdown, congressional budget

talks remain bogged down by Democrats’ demands to protect

“Dreamer” immigrants and GOP conservatives’ concerns

about a booming

federal deficit.

The deadlock is deflating hopes that lawmakers will reach
a breakthrough before another shutdown deadline next week.
At risk are up to $80 billion in increases for the Pentagon

this year alone, and nearly as much money for domestic
programs. Almost $100 billion worth of overdue assistance

for hurricane-slammed Puerto Rico, Texas and Florida is

being held up.

The knot involves about $1.2 billion in agency operating

budgets for the fiscal year that began in October, along with
hurricane relief, President Donald Trump’s $18 billion-plus
border wall, and other odds and ends.

The measure has been hung up for months as lawmakers
in both parties struggle first with a deal to increase tight
limits on spending that are left over from a failed 2011

budget agreement. It takes both Republicans and Democrats
to lift the limits, called spending “caps” in Capitol-speak. But

talks have proceeded slowly and are now awaiting agreement
on legislation to address younger immigrants currently

protected from deportation under the soon-to-expire Deferred

Action for Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA.

WH reviewing classified GOP

memo alleging surveillance abuse

WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House said Tuesday
it will conduct a legal and national security review before
President Donald Trump decides whether to release a
classified memo on the Russia investigation that has sparked
a political fight pitting Republicans against the FBI and the
Department of Justice.

Trump has five days to object to the release of the memo,
though he has signaled he wants it made public. The memo
arrived at the White House on Monday evening after
Republicans on the House intelligence committee brushed
aside opposition from the Justice Department and voted to

release it.

The four-page memo was written by Republicans on the
committee, led by chairman Rep. Devin Nunes of California,
a close Trump ally who has become a fierce critic of the FBI
and the Justice Department.

Republicans have said the memo reveals improper use
of surveillance by the FBI and the Justice Department in the
Russia investigation. Democrats have called it a selectively
edited group of GOP talking points that attempt to distract
from the committee’s own investigation into Russian

meddling.

On Tuesday, House Speaker Paul Ryan said he supports
the memo’s release but doesn’t want Republicans to use it to
attack special counsel Robert Mueller, who is investigating
Russian meddling in the 2016 election and whether Trump’s
campaign was involved.

“This is a completely separate matter from Bob Mueller’s
investigation and his investigation should be allowed to take
its course,” Ryan said, noting that he also supports Deputy
Attorney General Rod Rosenstein who oversees Mueller.

Ryan said the memo shows “there may have been
malfeasance at the FBI by certain individuals.” He did
not provide additional details, only saying that “there are
legitimate questions about whether an American’s civil
liberties were violated by the FISA process.
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