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with a passing shower or two. frigid in the interior mountains. Rain at the

coast tonight.

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Impact of possible fed shutdown on state unclear @ Trespassers entering closed

By CLAIRE WITHYCOMBE 1,700 pregnant women in funding runs out in the But  Democrats  say

Capital Bureau

SALEM — The looming
partial shutdown of the
federal government could
cause a cash flow hiccup for
the state of Oregon.

But the specific impact
depends on the length of
the shutdown, and how the
federal government decides
to implement it, says Legis-
lative Fiscal Officer Ken
Rocco.

In the event of a shutdown,
which could interrupt the
flow of federal funds, Oregon
would get reimbursed after
Congress passes a spending
resolution, Rocco said on
Friday morning, when the
prospect of a shutdown was
still unclear.

“Normally it’s just a cash
flow issue for us,” Rocco
said. “Most of these programs
will only be held up briefly.”

In the current two-year
state budget, Oregon expects
to bring in about $21.8 billion
in federal funds.

Central to the debate on
Capitol Hill is a package to
fund the Children’s Health
Insurance Program, or CHIP.

CHIP covers children
whose families make too
much money to qualify for
Medicaid, but still struggle to
afford health insurance.

About 121,000 kids and

Oregon are covered by the
program.

Congress blew past its
Sept. 30 deadline to renew
the program, but approved
a short-term extension in
December.

States will  gradually
run out of funding for the
program — Oregon’s will
last through the end of
January, according to OHA.

The program was set to
expire at 9 p.m. Pacific time
on Jan. 19, unless the U.S.
Senate votes to pass a bill that
contains both a short-term
spending plan and a six-year
extension of CHIP.

Oregon. Gov. Kate Brown
has said she wants the state to
cover CHIP-eligible kids and
pregnant women if Congress
decides to do away with
the program altogether —
although that’s an unlikely
prospect.

“If the feds do not
continue the program and we
decide to maintain it, that’s
a state resource we’d have
to apply to the program, but
that’s totally speculative right
now,” Rocco said.

The state hasn’t yet spent
any extra state money on
CHIP, but if Congress can’t
reach a deal, the state would
seek more money from the
federal government on a
monthly basis until federal
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CHIP pays 97 percent of
the total costs of health care
for the kids on the program;
but if Congress doesn’t fund
CHIP, the state would ask the
federal government to cover
those kids under Medicaid at
a reduced match rate of 63
percent, which would cost
the state more money.

The state would need to
come up with roughly $8.75
million per month to make up
the difference between match
rates. In total, the program
costs $29 million per month.

U.S. Rep. Greg Walden,
R-Ore., who represents
the state’s massive second
district in southwestern and
Eastern Oregon, has called
on the Senate to pass the bill.

“The question before us
today is, do you want to keep
the government open, and the
services provided, and six
years of full funding for chil-
dren’s health insurance and
pregnant women, or will you
vote against it?” Walden said
in a speech on the floor of
the House of Representatives
Thursday, before the House
voted to pass the bill. “It’s
as simple as that. The rest is
political rhetoric.”

the program has become
a “bargaining chip” in
the budget negotiations
on Capitol Hill — that
Republicans added the CHIP
extension to the funding bill
at the last minute, and lever-
aged the optics of children’s
health programs to take a dig
at Democrats who oppose
the continuing resolution for
other reasons.

U.S. Sen. Ron Wyden,
D-Ore., said “these children
became hostages to the
Republican political agenda.”

“Colleagues, you’ve
had months to act,” Wyden
said on the Senate floor
on Friday. “You’ve had
almost a year. The program
expired 111 days ago, the
Finance Committee passed
a bipartisan bill, but these
kids and their families are
still waiting. There is nothing
aside from cynical political
strategy forcing the Congress
into this crisis we’re facing
today.”

A shutdown could also
have impacts on Oregonians
who work for the federal
government — the 16-day
shutdown in 2013 required
“non-essential” employees to
take furlough days.

LOCAL, INDEPENDENT AUDIOLOGIST

Working within the community of Pendleton,
our clinic provides a variety of hearing healthcare
services including hearing assessments and
rehabilitation, education, and counseling.

FULL SERVICE CLINIC

Our clinic also fits and dispenses sophisticated
hearing aids and related devices to suit all types

Columbia Gorge areas

PORTLAND (AP) Wednesday by Pawlitz.
Trespassers continue  to Other hot spots for tres-
venture into areas closed passers include Eagle Creek
after a Columbia River and Larch Mountain, she
Gorge wildfire to get to added.
nature attractions despite Although the fire is 100
dangers, Oregon authorities percent contained, Pawlitz
said. said authorities saw smol-

Authorities have handed  dering stumps as recently as
out $280 trespassing cita- December.
tions to 49 people and let Hazards such as land-
hundreds go witha warning,  slides, falling trees and
The Oregonian/OregonLive tumbling rocks  exists,
reported. officials said.

Half of the citations were There are also logjams
issued after the Multnomah that have formed on
Falls Lodge reopened in late  the streams and above
November, they said. waterfalls that can bursts

Authorities put up a and flash flood or rockfall
fence and closed off trails threats, Pawlitz said.
after the blaze, which began Search and rescue efforts
in early September and would be expensive and
burned nearly 77 square dangerous, authorities said.
miles. The area is considered

The fence hasnotstopped  so dangerous that the Mult-
some from trekking to a mnomah County Sheriff’s
lower viewing platform to  Office’s Green Hornet trail
look at the falls, said Rachel  rescue team has yet to train
Pawlitz, spokeswoman for there, said Lt. Marc Shrake,
the Columbia River Gorge the agency’s spokesman.
National Scenic Area. The lower Multnomah

Authorities have Falls viewing platform is
verbally warned almost 600  expected to reopen early
people about trespassing this year and the Benson
since Sept. 19, according Bridge may be reopen in the
to  numbers provided summer.

LIVING WELL WITH DIABETES

Whether this is a new diagnosis or not, this class will
assist you with learning more about diabetes and its
effect on your mind and body. Six FREE weekly
classes. Attend alone or with support person.

Call for upcoming

dates & times
Must pre-register, call 541-667-3509

ACT PROGRAM:
ACHIEVE, CONQUER, THRIVE

This 6 month lifestyle change program will help you
achieve your health goals! Registered Dietitian
Nutritionists will help you learn how to make healthy food
and activity choices each and every day. Program
includes 8 weekly group classes, individual appointments
for 2-3 months and a follow up group class.

New Classes start Jan 22

5:30pm
Must pre-register, call 541-667-3517

DON'T FORGET TO SIGN UP
FOR OUR EXERCISE CLASSES!

Information or to register
call (541) 667-3509

The family of Althea L. Gibbs glves our
sincere thanks to all of our friends and
family for the many cards, flowers, phone
calls and donations in her name to Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research.

Thanks to the Eagles Lodge in Pendleton

of hearing loss and life styles. Renata Anderson
is a certified licensed audiologist with over
twenty years experience.

SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON!

You can trust Renata to provide a complete
hearing evaluation and a professional diagnosis
of your specific hearing loss. Call for an
appointment with Renata today and start
hearing what you've been missing.

for the wonderful food and all the help
§ with her Celebration of Life, and to Burns
Mortuary of Hermiston for their care.

A big thank you to Kadlec Oncology Unit
doctors and nurses for the highest quality §
care that they gave to Mom during her

time there. or email
) Renata And healthinfo@gshealth.org
Brad & Marcy Rosenberg and Family 2237 SW. Court, Pendleton www.gshealth.org

Zane & Janice Gibbs and Family SEEPHERD (@) sopo Linked ] Ewittery

-541-276-5053 » www.renataanderson.com




